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Mé dau

Lidc bang ngang Naomi, khong hiéu sao Takashima Yuuji cam thdy c6
con on lanh chay doc s6ng lwng.

Anh ding lai, ngwdc nhin Naomi. C6 van vd cdm nhw moi khi, tiép tuc
ctr dong canh tay thon dai nhip nhang va chinh xdc d&€n ngd ngang. Anh
khong nhén ra chiit bat thwong nao trong thao tac &y. Tat ca déu nhw moi
ngay.

Yuuji dwa mét nhin sang Haruko ditng canh Naomi. Haruko ddm nhiém
cong doan treéc Naomi, 1p ghép va han céc chi tiet. Con Naomi thuc hién
14p ghép hoan thién.

R khai vi tri ctia Naomi va Haruko, Yuuji tré lai 167 di, bit du tién
trinh thweong nhat. Bén trong xwdng tdi &m u. Nhwng thyc ra ¢é tdi cling
chealng sao. Khong anh hudng gi d&€n cdng viéc cia cac ¢6 gai cd. Nhw dém
nay, b&i anh & ddy nén méi c6 chit 4nh den le 16i. Vi Yuuji s& ching the di
lai n€u khong cé den.

Anh ti€n vai mét roi dung budre, ki€m tra cong viéc ctia cac d6ng nghiép
ludn im lang doc hai bén 161 di.

Lic nay 12 3 gio sang. Tai xwdng 14p rdp s6 3 ndy, 30 con robdt dang
hoat dong. Chiing khong cin nghi ngoi hay dn udng gi ma van ¢6 the lam
viéc sudt 24 gio.

Tinh ca Yuuji thi chi ¢6 hai con ngwei lam viéc & xwdng nay. Thé nhwng
anh khong hé gidp cOng sy ciia minh trong gio’ lam. B&i né€u nguwoi nay 1am
ca ngay, nguoi con lai s€ lam ca dém. Do vay, thé chdm cOng cla ca hai
hdu nhw khong c6 con s6 nao trung 1ap.

Yuuji phai trdi qua dém dai chi c6 30 con robdt vé cam bau ban. Khi troi
sang, anh s& thay ca v&i cong sy con lai. Hai nguoi chi gép nhau tai thoi
diém dé. Nhwng that ra ho ciing khong gidp mat nhau nhiéu. B&i 1€, khi
giao ca ciling chi can nhdp liéu vao may tinh la dwoc roi.

Sau khi k€t thic cong viéc, Yuuji sé thay d6 roi vé ky tuc x4 danh cho
nhéin vién doc thin, dn mot sud't an dé t€ & cang tin danh cho nguwei lam ca
dém, chui vio b'on tim, xem cudn bing da hen gi¢ ghi hinh rdi di ngli. Dén
khi tinh day thi troi da x& chiéu. Sau dad’y lai 1a mot bira an dé té va ca truc



khéc. Trong xudng, 30 con r6bdt s€ van van hanh theo ding nhip diéu moi
ngay, thyc hién cong viéc y hét dém tred'c. Anh s€ ti€p tuc gidm sat ching,
stra chtra hdng hoc va cung cap linh kién.

Diéu nay sé tiép dién trong hai twan. Sau d6, anh s& lam ca ngay hai tuin
roi lai phai doi sang ca d€m. Yuuji da song nhw vdy hon mdt nam nay.

Minh chiu hét noi roi!

Yuuji ngwée nhin con robot han ¢ 1on, thi tham.

Tinh t&i d€m nay, anh da lam ca d¢m dwoc mwoi ngay roéi. Anh mudn
néi chuyén v&i ai d6, mudn dwgce ti€p xdc véi con nguoi.

Yuuji lai nh¢& t¢i ban gdi minh. C6 ¢6 mai téc dai, khudn mat lam ngwoi
ta lién twdng t&i ma’y con bip bé Nhat. Hau nhw Chi nhit nao hai nguoi
cling hen ho. Bén than anh twong ddi it n6i, va ban gai anh ciling thudc dié€n
kiém 1¢i so v&i nhitng ¢6 gdi tré khdc. Dau vay, nhing ldc & canh ¢, anh
tha’y tinh than minh h'6i phuc. Tinh cdm &Yy ti€p thém ddng lwc de€ anh tiép
tuc ¢& gdng mot tuAn nira.

Tuy nhién, may Chu nhat gan day hai nguoi khong the' gdp nhau. Ban
gai anh ludn c6 viéc ban khong tranh dworc. Chflng bi€t lam gi khéac, anh
dao phd” mdt minh, mua sdm linh tinh r6i quay vé. Diéu nay cling 1am tim
tri thanh thoi d6i chit, nhung khong sanh bﬁng viéc hen ho v&i ban gai.

Da hai tuan chwa gip cd, Yuuji thad'y bon ch'on khdng yén. Anh dang phai
lam ca dém nén cling khong goi dién duorc.

Yuuji ty nhd, sau khi k&t hon s& xin chuyén sang b phin khic bang bat
clr gid ndo. Anh van chwa gidi thiéu ban gdi v&i cha me, nhung da quyét
dinh cudi co. Nhu vay hai ngudi s& dwoe bén nhau hang ngay. Nhung néu
ctr lam cong viéc hién tai thi mong wdc d6 khé thanh hién thyc. Ca hai déu
dinh di 1am, n€u c¢ thé ndy, mdi hai tuén sinh hoat clia ho sé& bj 1&ch.

Nhung du c6 chuyén sang by phan khac di nira, cong viéc cua Yuuji
thwong phai 1am theo ca, nén c6 1€ s€ khong tranh dwgrc nhirng budi 1am
dém. Nhung vy ciing t&t hon hién gio. It ra anh con dwoc 1am chung véi
nhitng con nguwdi bang xwong bing thit. DS véi Yuuji, the” dd da hap din
1&m r'6i. Thu nhdp c6 gidm mot chiit ciing dworc.

“Khong rd nhan tai nao da bay ra tro nay, nhwng cling phdi nghi dé€n hoan
canh cfa toi chi!”

Pirng nhin hang dai r6b6t dang lam viéc, Yuuji tic luoi.



DPiing ldc @6, Yuuji nghe thay ti€ng coi bdo ddong vang 1én tir hwdng anh
vira di qua. Khdng ¢an nhin dén nhap nhdy, anh da ca't budc vé phia robot
phat ra tin hiéu. Chi can chit khéac biét trong am thanh, Yuuji cé the bi€t
ngay la con r6b6t nao. Hon nwa, chi ¢ vai d6i twong quen thudc 1a hay
gap sw cO nhu vay.

“Qua ding la may a.”

Anh nhin Haruko, cau nhau. Haruko da dwng hoat dong trong khi rit linh
kién tir thi&t bj cung cAp. Tuy nhién, 18i khong nam & robdt Haruko ma &
thi€t bj cung c&p linh kién. Do phrong thirc sdn xud't da dang san pham véi
s0 lwong nhé!, thiét bi ndy nha ra nhiéu linh kién c6 kich c¢& khic nhau. Vi
vay may cung hay bi nghet nhw th€”.

Thiét bj cung cap linh kién nidm gitta Haruko va Naomi.

Yuuji nhom vao ki€m tra, qua nhién la linh kién bj 1éch lam mdy nghet.
Anh c& go ra, nhung mai khong duorc.

“Khi that!” Yuuji ngang 1€n, nhin sang Haruko va thi tham.

Diing lic d6, Yuuji thi'y cdi béng ctia Naomi dang bat dau ct dong, hit
xudng than mdy ctia Haruko. Anh khong kip ngodi dau lai hay hét 1én. Khi
anh dinh chay tron, cdnh tay bang thép thon dai ctia Naomi dip manh vao
dau anh, von chi dang d6i mi dong phuc.

Yuuji mat y thiee trong gidy lat, guc xudng mat ban tredc con robot.
Naomi dd sip xudng co the anh. Yuuji rén 1i y&u &t, sau d6 tiéng rén tit di.

Vai gidy sau, Naomi bit dau phat cdi bdo dong. Tuy nhién khong c6 ai
lao dén.

Sw viéc xay ra vao 3 gio’ khuya.

Ngoai Naomi va Haruko, nhitng con robdt khdc van 1am viéc miét mai.
Phdi mot lic sau, nhitng ¢6 mdy da ma't ngwdi quan ly 'y m&i bdo coi Am 1
vi du loai hdng héc.



Chwong 1
Gay tiép swre ciia ké sat nhan

1

Lic 8y, d6ng h'6 dién ti trén bang di€u khi€n 6 t6 chuyén tw 23 gio 29
phit sang 23 gico 30 phiit.

Diéu d6 c6 nghia 6 t6 da di dworec mot ti€ng twr khi qua cong vao cao toc
& Nagoya. Hién tai xe da sang dia phan tinh Shizuoka.

Nhanh thdt. Suenaga Takuya lam bam. T&1 nay khong hé c6 tai nan hay
tdc dwong. Chic xe s& t&i Atsugi ding thoi gian du kién. Giao hang tai
Atsugi xong la y hoan thanh nhiém vu. Sau d6 chi can nhanh chéng quay
lai Nagoya.

Takuya vweon tay dinh bat radio, nhwng lai thoi. D€ tinh than tinh tdo, y
da cd chiu dung t&i ldc nay. Chi con mot chit nira, t6t nhat 1a ti€p tuc gitr
cho tam tri cang thﬁng nhw hién tai. Giy tai nan bay gio’ thi khong khéc gi
tw sat.

Khong riéng gi tai nan, néu 1& bi canh sat bét 16i chay qud tdc do thi
cling rat toi té. Takuya khong mudn canh sat ghi lai ring minh dang l4i xe
vao t0i nay tai dia di€m nay.

Takuya dwa mét nhin dong h'd tdc do. Y gilt van tdc trong khodng 80
km/h d@&n 100 km/h. K& ca ldc méi 18y biang, Takuya ciing khong chay xe
hién lanh th& nay. M0i I4n khong thd’y 4nh den dudi xe phia triedre, y lai bi
kich thich mudn dap ga tang td'c, nhung rot cudc kieém che lai. Muc dich
t01 quan trong dém nay la d€n Atsugi an toan.

Gip phai khiic cua hoi gét, Takuya gidm toc vira di roi than trong bé 14i.
Bén lan veegt, mot chié€t xe tai ¢ 1on chay vweot qua xe y.

Vwra hét khiic cua, Takuya bdng nghe thiy tié€ng dong phét ra tr mén
hang ding sau. Y v thitc giat minh, tim dap d'on Ién.

Takuya vwra chd y phia trede, vira chinh gwong chi€u hiu trong xe d€
ki€m tra goi hang. Tdi ngd mau xanh nwde bi€n bi xé dich mét chit, ¢ 1€
do khuc cua lic nay. Ngoai ra khong cé gi bat thwong.

“Pung doa nhau viy chir.”



Takuya nh&ch mép, chinh guong vé vi tri ban ¢au. Anh dén pha cia xe
phia sau phan chi€u qua gwong. Binh thwong cling ¢ nhi€éu ngwoi chay
cham nhw vy trén cao toc, nha't dinh khong chiu vuot xe y.

Bon ho chdc khong thé twéng twong néi minh dang cho cdi gi dau nhi.

Takuya li€c nhin xe chay xung quanh, cwoi guwgng gao.

e

Hai tuén trudc.

“Co6 khong dua d6 chi?!”

Dang tham nhap vao co’ th€ Yasuko, Takuya nhin 4 chim chim. Yasuko
vong tay quanh cG Takuya, li€c nhin lai. Phdn hong hai nguoi thoi dong
day.

“Ta’'t nhién la khong dua.”

D hoi thé ¢6 hoi d6n dép, Yasuko van trd 16 v&i giong diéu the o. A
cé chat giong khan khan dic biét, khuén mat hoi giéng ngwoi ngoai qud’c,
nhin qua khé nhén ra & dang nghi gi.

“Chﬁng 1€ cd dinh bao né la con tdi hay sao?”

Takuya don strc vao dwong vat, day manh mot céi két thic. Trong choc
14t, Yasuko nhiu hai may, nhim nghién méit. Nhung 4 lai 14p tic mé mit ra,
nhin Takuya.

“Anh nhom mau gi?”

“Cha, nhém mau gi &y nhi?”

“Nhom mau O ma. Anh nhém mau O. Nén né€u da bé cling nhém méau
O thi chdc la con anh roi.”

“C6 ciing hen hod v&i may thing nhém mau A hodc B thi phai. truong
hop d6 cling ¢6 the sinh con nhém mau O. Sao biét la con ai dwge.”

Yasuko cuwdi khidc khich: “O ¢6 chuyén d6 sao?”

“Co dung gia vor! Puing twdng téi khong bié€t gi nhé.”

“Em khong nghi vdy dau. Nhung chic c6 nhiéu thit anh khong biét
day!”

“C0 s€ bd dira bé chr?!”

Khi Takuya hoi thé’, Yasuko van cwo, 14p tiee tra 1ov.

“Em s€ sinh n4.”

“Khong bi€t la con ai ma ciing sinh hay sao?”



“Sinh xong s€ bi€t thdi. Em biét l1a cia ai ma.” Yasuko tra loi ddy ty tin.

“Vay la con t61 a?”

“Néu thé  thi sao? Em thdy khong sao ca.”

“Biét dworc cha dira bé 1a ai roi cd tinh sao?”

“T4t nhién s& bat anh ta chju trach nhiém.” Yasuko tra 101.

“B4t chiu trach nhiém 12 sao?”

Trudc cau hdi cia Takuya, Yasuko mé to mit.

“Thi bét chju trach nhiém vi lam em mang thai chit sao.”

“Vay la k&€t hon a? C6 dung c6 dua. Chung ta da thng nha't 1a khong dé
cap dén chuyén d6 ma.”

“T4at nhién em hi€u. Dic biét 1a bay gio, thoi di€m quan trong cua anh.”
Anh mét Yasuko ddy ham y. “Chi ¢4n anh nhan lam cha 13 dwoc. Em s&
khong yéu cau k&t hon dau. Nhw theé” on khdng?”

“Sau do6 co s€ tong ti€n chi phi nudi dwong a?”

“Anh dwng néi nhirng loi x4u xa nhw téng tién chr. B6 1a quyén loi
dwong nhién ma. Khoan trd cho em ciing dau 1a gi so v&i gia sdn ma anh
sap nhan dwoc.”

“C06 no6i nghi€ém tac do6 a?”

“Tat nhién la nghiém tac!”

Takuya ning hai diii Yasuko 1én, gap gd&i ng6i ddy. Dwong vat clia y bit
d4u thd 16ng, nhwng hai ngwdi van trong trang thdi gan nhw dinh vao nhau.

“Co b dira bé di.”

Takuya néi roi khé nim 14y c& Yasuko. Nu cuwoi bién mat trén guong
mit 4. BO ngyc nhd cao run ridy theo nhip thd hoi hdn loan. M6 hoi nhd
giot trén cd Yasuko, chay xudng tay Takuya.

“Anh dinh giét t61 sao?”

Takuya khong néi 1oi ndo, don e vao ngén cdi. Mt Yasuko thodng s¢
hai. Tuy nhién d6i mo6i & mim chit, vin ra vé manh mé.

Takuya hoi tha 1dng ngon tay.

“Co cling 1'n mat d6 chir! Pinh bam t6i cd doi a? Tuy nhién néu khong
phai con tdi thi s€ thanh bi kich d6. C6 c6 hieu khong?”

“Anh ¢6 néi gi thi em cling khdng bd dira bé dau.” Vé mat Yasuko binh
tinh tré& lai, hai bo' moéi hong hé ra, d€ 16 ham ring tring béng. “Em da



quy€t vay roi.”

Takuya lai siét chit ¢4n c& thanh manh cta Yasuko. A tron mét, d'ong
thoi y ¢6 cdm gidc chd d6 cua & siét lai. Bi kich thich, médu lai don vao
dwong vit clia y. Sau khi da dd clng, y bat d4u ra vao. Van gilr chit c&
Yasuko, y lip di 13p lai di chuyén nhip nhang. Yasuko kh& nhim mét, moi
ho'i hé ra.

“C6 cling néi vdy v&i nhirng thing dan 6ng khac 4?” Takuya hoi.

Yasuko khé hé mi mét, liéc nhin Takuya. Sau d6, a nhé&ch mot bén khoe
miéng Ién thanh nu cwoi nhat, roi lai the gdp gap ddy phan khich.

Néu ra tay thi phdi thdt nhanh chéng. Nhin ngdm b moi nhw sinh vat
sdng mau do twoi, nhitng suy tedng &'y xoay chuyén trong dau Takuya.

2

Suenaga Takuya da lam viéc dwoc chin nam tai mot cong ty tam trung
t€n 1a Cong nghi€p ning MM, chuyén san xudt mdy moéc. Y tryc thudc
phong nghién ctru s6” 2, nhi€ém vu chinh hién tai 1a phat tri€n va rng dung
tri tué€ nhan tao robot. Takuya chd y&u lam viéc tai tru s& chinh & Choufu.
Nhwng mdi thdng y t&i cOng xwdng & Saitama vai I4n, vi nhiéu con robot
do chinh tay y ch& tao dang dwore van hanh & do6.

Takuya nghi minh la ngwoi duwgc chon. Khéng nhirng 1a mot nhan tai, ma
con 1a ké thing trong dwdong dua cudc dovi.

Du néi vay, cudc doi cia Takuya khong dwge trdi hoa h'ong. Chinh xac
thi hoan toan ngwore lai. Y sinh tai tinh Shiga, ma't me t nhd va dwgc nudi
dwong bdi cha, von 1a mdt ga tho trat vira. Nhwng y khong hé c6 chiit ky
trc nao vé tinh cha con. Cha y lic nao ciling trong tinh trang say xin, thim
chi dn chén tién an trwa ctia con & treong ti€u hoc d€ mua rwegru ré tién. Lao
lam #n chay ludi, 1dm lic lai tron viéc. Bigt dwoe hoan canh cta Takuya,
em gai cua me y thi thoang dé€n tham nom va ndu an cho y. Takuya thich dn
moén com ca ri cua di. Ciing nhw vay, y rat yéu mén di.

Nhwng di cudi cung ciling khong dén tham y nira. K€ tw sau chuyén do.

Ngay hom &%y, khi tir treong ti€u hoc vEé, Takuya nghe thd’y ti€ng giy g6
trong phong. Y ngac nhién m¢& ctra, thay 130 cha say regu da dé di xuéng
va cudi 1én trén. Pang chuyén dong nhw mdt hinh nhan hong héc, 1do chot
trong thd’y Takuya, bén ngung lai. Trong chdc lat, di thoat ra dworc twr bén



dwdi 1ao. Thé r6i, di chinh lai chi€c vdy x0c xéch, lwdt qua bén canh
Takuya, chay thodt ra ngoai. M4 di sung dé nhw bj d4nh, nwéc mét gian
giua.

Takuya tuyét vong trong theo nguwoi di da chay mat hiit, roi nhin sang ga
cha rudt dang ng6i khoanh chan gitra phong. Y khong hi€u hét y nghia
hanh dong ctia 130, chi biét chéc ring 130 dang dinh 1am diéu gi si nhuc di.

Lio kéo binh rwou lai gan, d&€ y tha'y 4nh mét cda con trai, lién quat:
“May nhin cai gi!”

Lao x6 manh Takuya. Y ngad nguoi ra sau, dau dap vao géc cot. Dau dau
nhéi, y dwa tay cham vao thi thd'y mdu dinh dinh. Du vay, lao khong hé
quan tAm mdy may. Cho dén gi¢, sau tai phai Takuya van con vét seo dai
khoang 2 centimét.

Su6t thoi nién thi€u, y da ludn cam ghét va khinh bi cha minh.

Ldo la ké that bai trong cudc doi, minh khong dworc tré thanh nhr vay.

Hing ngay Takuya song v&i suy nghi dé.

Tuy nhién, thdi d6 cta lao d6t nhién thay doi tw khi Takuya Ién cap ba.
Lao lam viéc twong doi chim chi hon va hi€m khi udng rwou. Moi khi ¢6
dip, 140 lai n& nu cwoi tir 4i ddng tdm ma bao y: “Néu mudn di hoc dai hoc
thi n6i v&i tao. Chirng d6 tién tao lo dworc.”

TAt nhién Takuya dy dinh 1én dai hoc. Khong nhitng vdy, y nhim t&i
treong qudc 14p hang dau & Tokyo. D€ thyc hién muc tiéu d6, y da kiém
ch& nhiéu ham mu6n d€ danh thoi gian hoc hanh.

Nhung Takuya khong hé nghi dén viéc phung dwong cha. Sau khi t6t
nghiép cip ba, y dinh s& cit dirt hoan toan quan hé v&i 1d0. N&u c¢6 hoc
bong cdng voi tién lam thém, y ¢6 the tw lo liéu dwoe. Takuya cling thwra
biét tAm dia that ctia cha khi thay ddi thai do dot ngot. Chic chi vi gi ti€u
nhin ngu ngd'c 4y nhan ra tudi gia sip dén.

Mua xuin sau khi hoc hét cip ba, Takuya dd dai hoc Tokyo theo ding k&
hoach ty minh dinh ra. Y tw lo cd chi phi nhip hoc 14n chuyén nha. Takuya
da lam thém ttr h'6i cap ba d€ ti€t kiém cho thoi di€m nay. Pém cudi truedc
khi y chuyén vao ky tic x4, cha dwong nhw mudn néi diéu gi d6 véi y. Han
1do mudn ndi it nhad't mdt cau ra vé nguoi cha. Y thd’y nhw vay that nyc
cwoi, ben phot 1o 130, chui vao chan gia vo ngu.



Buoi sang hom sau, Takuya bd lai ta't cd, 1én tau t6c hanh. Khong ai dwa
tién y. Nhin ngdm qué nha xa dan tr ctra sO, y tham gao thét: “Pang kiép
ong 1dm.” D6 ciing 14 Tan cudi y ngodi nhin qué huong.

Tré thanh sinh vién, Takuya ti€p tuc nd lyc gdp nhiéu IAn ngwoi binh
thwong. Y dang ky hoc ta't cd cdc mon c6 the€ va ludn dat thanh tich xuét
sic. Takuya ciing chon nhirng cong viéc 1am thém cén lao dong chan tay, c6
lgi 1a rén luyén dwoc co the va tién lwong kha tdt. Nhin 1a ban vao dai hoc
chi d€ hen ho, y thdy that dang thwong. Y nghi dim ban d6 khong phai la
loai ngwoi dwore lya chon d€ thanh cong.

Takuya ciing c6 vai ¢6 ban gdi, hdu hét tw cac treong nt sinh. Nhwng y
cling chi xem ho nhw cdng cu gidi quy€t nhu cau sinh ly. Céc c6 déu c6
nguc dep hodc chan dai, nhung khong ai ¢6 quan hé rong nhw Takuya mong
mudn. Ho déu 1a con gdi ctia nhirng gia dinh trung lwu binh thwong. Khong
c6 con gdi cua chu tich ngan hang hay chinh trj gia nao ca. Va c6 nao dau
dc cling ngu to1.

Ngay triede khi 1én cao hoc, Takuya nghe tin cha qua doi. Lao bi xuét
huyét ndo. Biét tin nay, Takuya chi nghi: “Cu6i cung thi vdn may ciling
dén.” Du chwa mot Tan vé qué, diéu 1am y lo 1ing nha't van 1a thi tran dy cd
mot gd dan ong goi la cha minh dang sinh séng. Y lo rang néu c6 ai biét
minh 12 con trai cia mot ké nhw vay, qué trinh xin viéc s€ gap khé khan.

Pém d6, Takuya mua sadm banh, m6t minh u6ng mwng van may. Y cao
hirng v6 cuing, bat gidc mim cwoi sung swong.

Takuya chon cét cha theo ding nghi thirc. K€t d6, y khong dén viéng
mo T4n ndo. Ngay ti¢ d4u Takuya da ching c6 tinh cam gi v&i gia dinh
Suenaga, phan mo &y co6 ra sao thi y ciing chﬁng ban tam.

Trong khi hoc thac si, Takuya hop tac nghién ctru v&i cong ty Cong
nghi€p nang MM, dé tai phat tri€n robdt the” hé mai. Do vy, sau khi t6t
nghiép, y tring tuy€n vao cong ty nay theo ding nguyén vong.

Sau khi vao cong ty, Takuya dwgrc phan bd ti€p tuc nghién ciru dé tai tw
thoi sinh vién. Y dwoc chao dén nhir m6t nhan vién ¢6 ning lwe hon 1a mot
anh sinh vién md&i vao nghé.

Minh cdm th@y rdi. Cudi ciing ni¢ thin may mdn ciing mim cwoi voi
minh.

Luc d6, Takuya da nghi nhw vay.



Ngay twr d4u, cong ty da dit nhiéu ky vong vao Takuya. Y cling dép tra
xud't sic ky vong d6. P&n gio y dd bon T4n tham gia hoi thdo phdt biéu
thanh qua nghién ctru dwore t6 chirc mdi ndm mot Tan. Trong d6 ba Tan y
gianh dwgc vi tri thir nha't. Khi tao ra phwong thirc nhan dién tryc gidc moi
cho robot, Takuya da gy sw chud y 1on & cac hdi thao trong nwde. Ti€p do,
y con dwore moi phat bi€u & mot hoi thao quoc t& tai My.

That 1a thuan budm xudi gio.

Gan day, Takuya con dwoe cdp trén n€ phuc, nhung y nghi d6 la diéu
hién nhién. Y cho ring nho cong clia minh ma phong nghién ctru s& 2 nay
m&i di 1én nhw vay.

Tuy nhién Takuya khong bang long v&i vi tri hién tai. Bdi y van chaamg la
gi hon mot “nhan vién” xua't sic vuot troi, phai chiu s chi dao cta ai d6.

Ti xwa, Takuya ludn cho rdng ciu néi “Moi ngwdi déu binh ding” chi la
vién vong. Thé gi¢i nay ddy sy ba't cong 1an khodng cdch. Ai cling bi chia
vao dua loai giai cdp ngay tw khi mdi ra doi.

Mét liic nao do minh nhdt dinh sé tré thanh ngwoi thudc ting lop trén
cung, thanh ké chi dao ngwoi khdc.

D6 13 muc dich t6i hdu ma y nhim tdi.

3

Xe da t¢i tram dung nghi Fujigawa. Takuya chot mudn dwng xe nghi
ngoi, nhung cudi ciing van ti€p tuc chay, van chra thAm mét. Y quyét chiju
dyng d€ di mot mach dén Ashigara. Thoi gian phai that chinh xac. Khong
dwore sai léch chit nao.

D7 nhién roi. Takuya tham nha. Khong ai khdc ma la chinh minh lam
viéc nay co ma. Minh chdc chdn sé khong nhdm 1dn chiit nao...

O t6 chay v&i tdc dd on dinh, hwdng t&i Atsugi.

Takuya cho rang gip dworc Nishina Toshiki 14 mot trong nhitng diéu may
mén ctia minh. Nishina Toshiki 14 con trai ctia Nishina Keiichirou, nha sdng
1ap Cong nghiép ning MM. Ong ta khdng nhitng dwore thira k& gia san kéch
xu cua Keiichirou, ma hién tai con ng6i vao vi tri phé tong giam doc
thwong truc.

Nishina hién dang d6n sirc vao ban nghién ctru r6bdt ctia Takuya. Cong
xwdng mdi tai Saitama dung rd't nhi€u san pham cua chinh cong ty d€ tao



nén mo hinh xwdng t ddng hoan toan. Dy an nay do chinh Nishina chi
dao.

Takuya lu6n mudn c6 th€ than thiét véi Nishina. Xét cd vé thye lwc 1an
nd lyc, 6ng déu phi hop d€ trd thanh tong gidm ddc mdi. Ngoai ra, Ong
ciing ¢6 kha niing nim gitr quyén lwc 1au dai.

Tuy nhién, chi xdy dung quan hé binh thwong thi ciing khong c6 nhiéu y
nghia. Nishina c¢6 vé cling bi€t rd thyc Iwc cua Takuya, nén y cang mudn ¢6
quan hé ca nhan gan gui.

C6 diéu, qua hi€m co hoi cho mot nhan vién ti€p xic véi 1anh dao cong
ty. Vi mudn c6 thém thong tin vé Nishina, Takuya dd d& mit d&n Amamiya
Yasuko.

Yasuko dwoc bO nhiém vao ban nghién ctru robdt vao mua xuin nam
ngodi. Gira 1&p nhan vién mdi tré trung, 3 vin ndi bat hon hét. A c6 nét
mit sfc sdo d&n mic d& bi nham 14 con lai Au My, voc dang lai cao rdo.
Khi gidi thi€éu ban than, cdch an néi cla a cling mach lac, ranh rot.

“Nhén vién m&i ma sao ¢é vé nhi€u kinh nghiém thé& nhi. Cé6 1€ & da tung
lam ti€p vién bia reoru gi d6 cung nén.”

Trong ddm nhéan vién hay néi xau sau lwng, c6 ngwoi da don thoi nhw
vay. Takuya cling ¢6 @n twong twong tw, nhwng cong ty thi coi dé la di€m
manh. Sau thoi gian tht viéc, Yasuko dwore b nhiém vao van phong giam
ddc. No6i cach khac, & dwoe giao lam cdng viéc van phong cho céac 1anh dao
cong ty.

Chinh vi th€’, Takuya tim cdch ti€p cdn Amamiya Yasuko.

Cach thire v6 cuing don gian. Takuya tinh todn lic Yasuko lam thém vé
mudn va cho sén trén duwong. Y bdo ¢d viéc ¢in ndi nén mudn moi a di in.
Trudce 161 moi &y, Yasuko ¢ vé nghi ngo nhwng van chip thuén.

“Néu vay, ta d€n quan quen ctia em nhé!”

Yasuko néu tén mot quan dn TAy Ban Nha. Lic 4%, Takuya nghi chic cd
a da qua quen v&i viéc dwoe dan 6ng moi di dn thé nay.

Dén luc ban cong chuyén, Takuya di ngay vao vin dé. Y mu6n thong tin
veé pho tong Nishina.

“Thong tin gi?” Yasuko tron mét hdi lai.

“Thong tin nao cling dwore.” Takuya néi. “Vi du lich trinh ctia 6ng ta thé’
nao. Hay hién 6ng ta dang quan tam dén van deé gi.”



“Lich trinh nghia la dy dinh cong viéc 'y ha?”

“Khong chi vay, n€u cé the thi ca lich trinh cd nhan ntra. T6i quan tam
dén ca hai nhu nhau.”

Nghe y néi xong, Yasuko nhwén mét 1én nhwr da nhin tha'u gi d6, roi né
nu cwoi: “Anh Suenaga a, anh dang tinh toan gi d6?”

“Viéc nay khong gay phi€n ha cho c¢6 dau.” Takuya dap. “Co tha@y sao,
gidp t6i chir? T4t nhién sé c¢6 dén dap xirng dang. Du ¢6 biét da'y, tdi chi du
strc dén dap trong kha ning ciia mo6t ga nhan vién quen thoi.”

Yasuko nhun vai tinh nghich.

“Nghe ¢6 vé thd vi! Cr nhw 1am ndi gian &y.” vé mat ctia Yasuko ding la
clia mot ¢d gdi tudi méi ngoai ddi muoi. “Nhwng em khong chic s& cung
cap dwoe thong tin ma anh Suenaga can dau. Du sao em ciing chi 1a nhan
vién van phong binh thwong, khong phaéi thw ky riéng cta phé tong.”

“Co6 khong can lo ling vé diéu dé6. Thong tin ndo vé phé tdng ciing
dwoc.”

“Vay a...”

Yasuko nghiéng dau t6 vé suy nghi mot chdt, réi mim cwoi dap: “Em
hi€u r6i. Pugc nhan tai trong cong ty nhw anh nho ciy cling khé ma tw
ch6i.”

Sau d6, quan an Tay Ban Nha &y tré thanh dia di€m trao doi thdng tin
gitra hai ngwei. Binh thwong ho hen nhau hai tuwan mot Ian, ngoai ra Yasuko
hira s€ ty minh lién lac v&i y khi tim dwgc thong tin gi dédc biét. Ban dau
cling chi c¢6 nhirng chuyén khong can hdi cling bi€t nhw dw dinh khao sat
nwde ngoai cua Nishina, hay nhirng dw 4n 6ng Ay dang chu trong gan day.
Dan dan cling ¢6 nhiéu thong tin cd nhan hon. Piéu nay chirng t6 Yasuko
cling tw tor quen thudc véi noi lam viéce.

Trong s& nhirng diéu & cung cap, thdng tin dau ti€n thu hit sy chd y cua
Takuya la vé Munakata Shinichi.

Munakata hién la chi nhiém dy dn nghién ctru cia ban nghién ctru may
bay ma Nishina dang d6n strc vao. Pong thoi ga ciing 1a chong ¢d Saori,
tredng nr cia Nishina. Saori ndam nay 27 tuoi, Munakata 38. Nghe néi ba
nam tredre, Nishina bi€t dwore thyce tai cia Munakata nén quy€t dinh ga con
gai cho.



“Pho tong thwong bao, 6ng 4y khong quan tim gia canh con r€ thé nao.
biéu quan trong la li€u c¢6 dua tai nang tro’ lyc cho nha Nishina khong.”

Nghiéng ly rwou, Yasuko vira néi vira li€c Takuya. Dao nay hai nguoi
thwong udng rvoru véi nhau sau khi an xong.

“Thé& 1a mau MX III da mang lai vAn may cho ga a!”

P6 12 mau mdy bay van chuyén cy ly ngdn ma Cong nghiép ning MM ty
ché& tao va hién gior dang d6c quyén khai thac. N6 khdong nhirng tdi wu
nhién liéu, ma con giam thi€u ra't 1on cy ly chay dwong bang khi ca't canh
va ha cdnh. Munakata chinh 12 ngwoi ditng d4u dw 4n phat triéh miu MX
III. Do khac bd phan nén Takuya khong c¢6 dip néi chuyén v&i ga, nhuwng
van thwong nghe thién ha @on dai: “Munakata clia ban nghién ctru may bay
ctt nhu dao cao 47y.” Ttrc 14 gi hét sitc sdc sdo. Nhin ngodi Munakata 13 mot
gi dan dng gay g0, c6 vé dé cing thaalng. That chealng the trong mit ma bét
hinh dong.

“Anh Munakata xud't than tw gia dinh lam c6ng dn lwong rd't binh
thweong, nén em nghi phé tong khéng chon con ré d€ tang thém quan hé
trong gidi chinh tri gia va tai phiét dau.”

“Co6 vé ding vay.”

Takuya nham di nham lai: Tr¢’ lwc cho nha Nishina.

Nghe xong ciu chuyén, Takuya dwa tay vao tii 4o khodc, rat ra phong
thrr mau tring, d€ tredc mit Yasuko.

“Pay la chit long thanh. cling khong ¢6 gi dang k€, nén cb ctt xem nhw
loi cam ta cho viéc sau nay.”

Yasuko khé li€c phong thw, mim cwoi day lai phia Takuya: “Em thay ai
ngai vi Tan nao ciing dworc moi an roi. Thém qua thé nay, em khong nhan
dwoc.”

“Ciling khong phai s6” tién 1on gi. C6 cir xem nhw phi lam phién la
dwoc.”

“Anh dung ban tim. Em ciing khong gitp dwgee gi nhiéu. Khi nao anh
Suenaga dat dworc muc dich, khong can dén thong tin ctia em ntra thi chi
can tang em mot mon qua la dugce.”

Yasuko nhin thaamg vao mit y. Takuya khé thé dai, cAm 14y bao thw roi
dé xud't: “Vay ching ta di thém ting hai nhé.” Yasuko khé nhim mit, gt
dau dong y.



Pém d6 hai ngwdi ngdl véi nhau. Takuya d3 cadm gidc ring Yasuko c6
tinh ¥ v&i minh t tredre, d6i vai y thi & cling ¢6 stec hap dan cla nit gidi.
Du vay, y da kim nén dén gid vi cho riang quan hé v&i phu nit & cong s&
dwdi bat ¢ hinh thic nao cling rdt nguy hi€m. B&i vay, chiu 6m ap
Yasuko c6 nghia y d@ m@ 1ong, bot canh gidc voi a.

So sud't [an do sé khi€n y h61 han mai sau nay.

Takuya ludn quan niém tir nhd ring s& khong tin twdng bat ky ai trir
chinh minh. V4y ma l'4n d6 lai ma't canh gidc d&n vay. Ly do ciing dé hiéu.
Strc ha'p dan ni¥ gidi cta Yasuko da kich thich duc vong cta Takuya, khi€n
y khong phédn doan chinh xdc dwgrc nira.

Nhung mai sau ndy, Takuya m&i nhan ra ring nga véi Yasuko 1a viée vo
cung sai [am.

Chié&n thuat ti€p xic v&i Nishina dwa trén thong tin ctia Yasuko cling dan
dem lai hiéu qua. Takuya c6 th€ diéu chinh céng viéc cho phu hop voi y
thich cta Nishina, ciing dé dang tim ra cht dé thich hop mdi 'n c6 co hoi
tan gAu v&i ong. Takuya kiéu ngao nghi rang Nishina d nhan ra thyc Iuc
ctia minh. Y tinh budc ti€p theo s€ 1a tim cach tao quan hé cd nhan véi dng.

Takuya nghe dwgc mdt tin khan cap twr Yasuko vao gan k€ dip cudi nam.
Sau hon nira nam Yasuko cung c&p thong tin cho y, hai nguoi cé théi quen
quan hé xdc thit mdi Ian gip nhau.

“Tin néng hoi, cd Hoshiko da twe My quay vé roi.”

“Hoshiko, y 1a con it cta phé tong d6 a?”

Ngoai Saori da két hon, nghe néi Nishina con mot cd con Ut nwra, hién
dang du hoc bén My.

“Pho tong goi cd &y vé r'oi. Co hdi 1'n ma anh yéu dang chor d6.”

Bay gior Yasuko da quen goi y 1a anh yéu.

“Co hoi la sao?”

Yasuko t6 vé ngac nhién triede ciu hoi cta Takuya.

“Trong anh vdy ma cling cham hi€u nhi! Thi 14 1am theo cidch cua anh
Munakata chix sao!”

“Cach gi?”

No6i xong, Takuya swc nhé ra. Muc tiéu cua y la tao quan hé riéng tw voi
Nishina. Khdng c6 gi t6t bing két hon véi con gdi ctia dng. Tuy nhién y



chwa tirng nghi d&n kha ning d6 vi Hoshiko van con 1a sinh vién, lai khong
song & Nhat. Takuya ciling it khi nghe thong tin vé nang qua Yasuko.

“C6 Hoshiko khong dinh quay lai My nira sao?” Takuya hoi.

“Théat ra da du hoc xong r'oi. Pho tong dang tinh kén ngwoi & r€.”

“Kén nguoi & r€ sao? Khong cho con gai theo chong a?”

“Hinh nhw tir xwa phé tong dinh nhw vay. Vi nha Nishina ciing ¢6 nguoi
thira k&€ ma.”

Nguwoi thwa k& nay 1a Nishina Naoki, anh ctia Saori va Hoshiko. Hién
nay, ga la tredng phong k& hoach phat tri€n ctia ban nghién ctru réb6t. Ga
chi hon Takuya c¢6 mdt tudi ma leo chirc nhanh nhw vy, chic do cha chdng
leng.

Takuya c6 céich ti€p can Naoki. Nhung y khong thyc hi€n, bi€t 10 quen
than v&i ga thi cling khdng dwgc 1gi 10¢ gi cho minh. Naoki mang danh
tredng phong, nhwng nguwoi thye cha't diéu hanh lai 1a mot bac 1on tudi gite
chitc ph6 phong. Takuya ciing d3 nghe 1¢i d6n dai rdng phé tong Nishina
yéu thich robdt nén sip dit dira con ngu dot vao d6 chi d€ 1am robdt bu
nhin.

Dit Naoki la ngwoi ké thira nha Nishina, néu ga khong co ndng lwc thi
minh tiép cdn ciing vo nghia.

Takuya da k&t luan nhu vay.

“Phé tong lo 1dng vé viéc d6 14m,” Yasuko néi. “V&i nd lgc nhu hién tai
thi pho tong tré thanh tong gidam doc la diéu khong can ban cii. Tuy nhién,
the” hé ti€p theo la anh Naoki thi that diang lo cho nha Nishina. Ho céan ai d6
tror gidp. Mot ngwoi gidng anh Munakata.”

“Chong cta con géi phai la ngwoi ¢6 dd thyc lyc tror gidp cho nha
Nishina. Chinh c6 da bao vay nhi?”

“Nghia 1a ho dang tim thém mot trgr 1y d6.”

“Ki€m nguoi & ré'la vi 1y do d6 sao?”

“Mot phan nhw vdy. Nhwng nghe néi d6 ciling 1a mong mudn cda cd
Hoshiko. Do ¢6 ngwoi gidp viéc nén tw tredc dén gior cd ta khong phai
dung tay vao viéc nha, c¢é th€ lam thir minh thich. Hon nira, co ta chic
khong muén rovi khoi dinh thy hién tai dau.”

“Chéc né to 1dm nhi?”



“Nghe néi phai d&n vai trim tsubo?. Vor chdng chi Saori ciing dwoc xay
nha cho kha twom ta't. Nhueng c¢6 nang Hoshiko quen song trong dinh thy
1on & My. Co ta khong chiu n6i viéc & trong mot can nha nhin ra ctra sO
phong ngu la thdy ngay mdy gidt hang x6m dau.”

Oi cha. Takuya thé’ dai. Thé roi, y lai can nhic co hoi tredre mét. Y 1a ké
tir cd vO than, khong cé gia tai gi ddng k€, dd dan than vao chén cao sang
huy hoang thi ciing nén tham vong chit chtr.

“Dip ddu nam, nha Nishina s€ m¢ tiéc dén ndm moi nhw thwong 18.”
Yasuko néi. “Moi nadm chi goi twr cAp tredng ban tr¢ 1én, nhung ndm nay
em nghe ndi ¢6 chi dinh th€m vai nhan vién tré niva. B€ ngoai thi bao 1a d¢
cing cd tinh than voi nhan vién, nhwng thye chat ¢ y @6 khac.”

“La d€kén re'a?”

Takuya héi, Yasuko 1ién nhdy mat.

“P¢ ca hai cha con cuing danh gia d6.”

“Rala vay.”

“Cho anh biét tin nay nita. V&i phé tong thi (ing ctr vién hang dau chic
1a anh d6. Ong cho thudc c&p tim hiéu vé anh kha khé r6i.”

“Hwm... 'ng ¢t vién hang dau cor a.”

Takuya vui mwng nhuwng thyc ra cling da lvong trwede dwoe. Y ty phu
minh 1a s& mdt trong ddm nhan vién tré. Viéc ti€p cén Nishina ttr thong tin
cua Yasuko qua khong v nghia.

Vira git gli, Takuya vira mé ndp chai reou Bourbon. Pau 6¢ vin con hoi
ngdy nga't, y nim chit ly. Dit khdng nhan thirc hét dwore, tinh than ganh dua
dang s61 sung suc trong Takuya.

Japanese dream?, y thi tham.
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Pén tram dung nghi Ashigara, Takuya tim chd d4u xe cdch xa nha vé
sinh. Trwdc khi bwde xudng, y ki€m tra lai phan dudi xe. Vi tri mén hang
bi x€ dich chit it nhung vai bat khong bi Iéch. Gitra dém t&1i thé nay, gia du
¢ ai nhom vao ciing khong the bi€t do 1a gi.

Xudng xe, Takuya ki€m tra d€ chic chin ctra da khéa r'oi budc vao nha
v¢ sinh. Sau khi gidi quy€t xong, y thdy binh tinh hon. Takuya nghi bung,



nhirng lic thé” nay méi thd’y thém hdt thuc. Y tieng hiit vao h'6i cap ba,
nhung khong thwdng xuyén 14m.

Bén canh nha vé€ sinh 1a hang dai mdy ban hang ty dong. Takuya mua ca
phé den hoa tan, vira uéng vira ngwde nhin bau troi. May da tan va cé thé€
nhin thdy cdc vi sao. Thé nay thi khong cén lo troii 0 mwa. Takuya tham
nghi, vin may ding la dang mim cwoi voi y.

%

Sau khi ty gidi thiéu, Takuya li€c tréom Hoshiko. Nang ¢6 than hinh nho
nhin nhung méit va miéng to, 1 nét. Bd vdy dd thAm che di nhitng khuyét
di€m trén co th€. Ngwoi ng'oi canh Takuya dang gidi thi€u ban than, nhung
nang van nhin vé phia y, 4nh mét hai ngwdi cham nhau. Takuya lién mim
cudi, tuy nhién Hoshiko ha't cim 1én, trong sang huéng khic.

Takuya chic mam c6 nang dang d€y t&i minh.

D6 1a tiéc nam moi tai nha Nishina. Ping nhv Yasuko ti€t 10, Takuya
cling vai nhan vién tré tudi dwo'c moi tham dy. Y cho ring xét thyc lyc 14n
qua trinh lam than v&i Nishina, viéc y dwore movi 1a 1€ hi€n nhién. Du vy,
khi chinh thirc nhan dwgc gid’y moi, Takuya ciling thd'y nhe ca nguoi.

Bira tiéc dién ra trong phong khidch rong khoang ba muoi chiéu?. Ban
gh& duoc x&p theo day, cac vi khach 1a tredng ban tréd 1én dwoe x€p theo
thr ty tw trén xu6ng. Sau nhan vién tré tudi dwoe x&€p ng'di ban trong cung.

Chinh Nishina yéu cau cdc nhan vién tré g6m Takuya gidi thiéu ban
than. Ong 18y 1y do mudn moi ngwdi nhan dip te PR véi cap trén. Nhung
Takuya thwra hi€u muc dich chinh 1a d€ cho Hoshiko xem mit.

Viéc nay ciing gép phan khudy dong khong khi von kha trang nghi€ém
tredre d6. Céc vi tredng ban t&i chio hdi Nishina. Ong ¢6 vé dd ngd'm chi't
c0n, cling trd nén c&i md& hon.

Thay Hoshiko rovi chd, Takuya 1ién dieng day, rit mot bong h'dng tir binh
hoa trén ban. Y lya ldc moi ngwoi khong d€'y, ben rovi khdi phong tiéc dudi
theo nang. Hoshiko ré qua hanh lang, ti€n sang phong tra. Vi tri d6 khong
lo ¢6 ai nhin thay. Takuya chic mam day 1a thoi co t8t. Co ngoi rong 16n
ctia nha Nishina h4u nhw dwoc tan trang theo phong cich Au, nhwng nhiéu
chd van git dworc vé ¢b kinh. Phong trd nim phia bén kia vwdn sau 12 mot
trong nhirng dia di€m nhw vay. Hoshiko dirng trén hién nha, thong dong



ngidm nhin khu vron. Trong thd’y béng dang Takuya, nang 1ap tirc quay lai
véi vé dic thing.

“A, xin chdo.” Takuya gia bd bdi rdi. “Téi dinh tim nha vé sinh ma rong
qua nén di lac.”

Hoshiko nghe y gidi thich v&i 4nh mét lanh tanh. Mit nang chﬁng c6 cam
xuc gi. Takuya cwoi gwong gao.

“That ngai qua. Thuc ra t6i theo chan ti€u thw t&i diy, vi mong néi
chuyén voi ti€u the mot 1at.”

“Né&u viy anh néi ngay t ddu cé phai hon khéng.” Hoshiko dép, lai nhin
ra khu viron. Mit nang van lanh tanh.

“A, néi ciing ding nhi. M nay...” Takuya ha thap giong. “... Tdi c6 th&
lai gan thém chut dwoc khong?”

Mat Hoshiko hoi dong, nang dap trong khong: “Moi anh.”

Takuya t&i dieng canh nang. M nwdc hoa ngot ngao thoang qua.

“Trong ti€u thw c¢6 vé mét modi.” Takuya nhin Hoshiko ttr bén canh, héi
tham.

Nang li€n biu moi, giong nhoé nhwng ranh mach.

“Ngdc that.”

“To6i &y a?” Takuya hdi lai.

“Ca anh nwra.” Hoshiko dap. “Ngay dau nam bi s€p goi dén, phai ninh
not cAp trén, roi con bj bit gidi thiéu ban than nhw thing ngdc.”

“A ra vay.” Takuya gii gii mii.

“Nguwoi khong ¢6 ty trong thi cling khong ha'p dan chiit nao dau.”

“Kho nhi. Vay n€u t6i khong tham gia bwra ti€c hom nay, c¢6 khi da lot
vao mét xanh cla tiéu thw roi?”

Hoshiko b&i rdi trong gidy l4t, roi tron mét nhin anh gay git.

“Y anh 12 sa0?”

“Cai d6 ti€u thw phai r6 nhat chae!”

Hoshiko nhin mit y chdm chim, nhw th€ dang quan sat mot sinh vat la
nao do.

“Anh khéac ngeoi qué nhi. Co' tinh theo t&i ddy d€ lam t6i byc minh a?”

“T6i khong ¢6 y d6. Chi 1a mudn néi chuyén thoi. Toi da lam phién ti€u
thw sao?”



Nang khong tra 1o y, lai nhin ra veon.

“Khong ro anh da bie€t dwoc gi, nhwng té1 khong giong chi minh dau. Toi
s€ khong cam chiu nghe theo cha, ma mu6n ty tim hanh phuc cho minh.”

“Vay cling tot. To1 cling dinh nhw vay.”

No6i r'oi Takuya dwa bong h'ong dd ra tredc mat nang. Y bi€t rd minh
dang cw xw ki€u ngao.

Hoshiko ¢am 14y bdng h'ong, vira nhin vio mit Takuya vira dua cdnh
hoa 1én mili. Ping ltic nang sip map mdy moi, y nghe thay ti€ng dong phia
sau. Ngodi lai, y tha'y Munakata Shinichi dang ding d6. Pwong nhién ga
cling tham gia buwra ti€éc hom nay. Takuya nghi c6 1€ ga da nghe hét cudc doi
thoai gitra hai ngwoi, nhung that khé doc dwge gi tor vé mat cia Munakata.
Guong mat gay go clia g tao an twong 1a nguoi hay bon chon. Tuy nhién
ga khong thay doi thai do véi bat ky ai, nén nguwore lai trong cé vé long da
tham sau. C6 1€ Nishina chon ga lam ch'dng con gai 1on cling m6t phéan vi
1y do nay.

“Hoshiko a, pho tong cho goi d6.”

Munakata phd ra vé mat teoi cwoi. Ga khong goi Nishina 1a cha v,
cling c6 th€ do théi quen.

Hoshiko tra 101 “Vay a” roi cir thé” bang ngang qua Takuya. Nhuwng gitra
chirng, nang bdng ngoanh lai.

“bi thr?lng hanh lang nay la gap nha v¢ sinh, can than kéo lac nira day.”

Hoshiko néi, r'oi viet bong hong dang cam trén tay vao thling rdc bén
canh. Nang ti€p tuc lwdt qua Munakata, bi€n ma't vé phia phong tiéc.

Takuya cudi chao Munakata, ciing dinh tré& v€. Nhung khi y di ngang qua
gi, Munakata chot thi thiAm: “C4u nim bit nhanh dé!”

Takuya dwng lai.

“Gia?”

“T6i néi cau nidm bit nhanh d6. Mudn 18y long ¢d nang nay, dau tién
phéi [am c6 ta ghét minh.”

Takuya ba't gidc nhin mat Munakata. Ga ra't binh than, khong c6 vé dang
noi dua.

“Thoi, c6 1€n nhé!”

Takuya khong dép lai. Munakata ciing khong néi thém 1o nao, v nhe
vai y r'oi roi di trede.
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Sau ti€éc nam m&i khodng mot tudn, Takuya dwgrc Nishina goi toi.

“Cau tng n6i minh choi gon gidi nhi?”

Ong nhin Takuya, thdo kinh gong vang ra r'oi hdi. Anh mét sic sdo Ay
nhr mudn nhin thd'u tdm can y.

“Ciing khong gidi 1dm dau a. Chi 12 & mtc choi vi s& thich thdi.”

Takuya ting néi thé khi gidi thiéu ban than vao hém trwdc.

“Sao cling dworc. Tom lai 1a cdu c6 cho1 gobn. That ra téi ¢ viec mudn
nho ciu.”

Nishina mu&n nhé y thay dng choi gén vao Chii nhat t&i. Ong dinh choi
voi ddm Hoshiko, nhwng lai ban dot xua't khong di dworc.

“T6i nghi maYy cdu trai tré thi hgp v&i con bé Hoshiko hon. Cau thay
sao, nhan loi chee?”

“Né&u pho tong da néi nhw vay...”

Takuya thAm nhu tiép, lic nao téi ciing sdn long. Y biét qud trinh kén r&
cho Hoshiko dang ti€p dién, nhung khdng ngo' cor hdi lai dén dwdi hinh
thirc nay.

“Da, th¢'khong bi€t con nhirng ai a?”

Khong th€ nao chi c6 mdi Hoshiko di v&i y dworc.

“U’, tdi sap x&p moi thit roi. Chic ciu ciing biét day. La cau Hashimoto
thudc phong nghién ctru sd 1.”

Hashimoto. Takuya cam gidc mudn tac lwoi. Ping 1a mdt trong nhirng
nguwdi dwoc moi hdm tiéc nidm mdi. Han ta vao cong ty sau Takuya mot
nim, nhung dang nghién ciru rébdt cwc han? nén khi dwoe chd y.
Hashimoto c6 than hinh tron, khudén mit tré con. Takuya cé 4n twong hin
khong phai 1a ngwoi ¢6 stee 16i cudn.

“Ngoai ra ¢6 thém Munakata ntra. C4u ta choi khd gidi nén ciu cling c&
ma ganh dua nhé.”

“Anh Munakata ntra a...”

Takuya thdm nghi, c6 vé diy s& khdng phai 12 budi choi gon dé dang.

HOm d6 troi quang dang. Du la thang 1 nhung thoi ti€t khong tao cam
gidc lanh gid. Hoshiko dién mot by canh khong thua gi nir vadn dong vién



chuyén nghiép. Hom d6, vira cham mat nhau, Hoshiko 1ién ngwdc nhin
Takuya va noi.

“Nghe bao anh choi gidi 1dm a? Nay c6 dip chiém ngwong roi.”

Takuya cwoi guong gao.

“Ti€u thw hdom nay goi tdi d&€n d€ ha do van v&i ky thuit hoc dwoe bén
My dé a?”

“T6i goi anh t&i 4y 2? Nam mo. La cha t6i tw sip x&p ma. Ping c6 ra vé
ta day.”

N6i r6i Hoshiko ti€n lai gan Hashimoto. Khéc lic doi dién voi Takuya,
nang doi thai do twoi cwoi. Hashimoto cir ngwong dd mat.

Bit d4u vao van dau, Hoshiko ciing khong thay d5i thdi d6. Nang néi
chuyén than thién voi Hashimoto. Nhwng voi Takuya thi nang dap cut 1an.
Ciing c6 th€ nang tha’y khong vui vi y ghi nhi€u di€m hon.

“Co0 nang c6 vé kha d€'y dén cau d6. Nhin thai do 1a bi€t ngay.”

Munakata thi thAm v&i Takuya trong khi di chuyén dén 16 gon tiép theo.

“Chéc khong c6 chuyén dé dau. Hom tiéc dau nim, tdi ciing bi ti€u thu
photlo.”

“V&i nhitng ¢d ti€u thw nhw nay thi thdi do d6 1a binh thuong. Chic cau
ciing biét budi choi gdn hom nay 1a do phé tong sap dit chir?”

“Vang, cai do toi biét.”

“Pung la pho tong chi dinh ciu. Nhung né€u cd nang thyc sy ghét thi sé
khong d€ yén dau. Lic trong xe 0 td dé€n day, cd nang ciing toan ndi vé cau
dé. Du Ia toan néi xau. Nao la khong chiu dwoc nhirng ga dan 6ng ngao
man nhw vay.”

“Ngao man a?”

“PDam nhan vién tré con lai déu bj thu hit bdi vé dep ctia cd nang. Nhwng
cu thi hinh nhw ¢6 muc tiéu khac. C6 khi cd nang hi€u diéu d6 nén maoi to
ra cirng dau nhw vay.”

N6i roi Munakata cwedi ddy ham ¥, rdo buedc dén 16 k& tiép.

Két thic hiép dau, cd bon ngwoi quay lai nha sinh hoat ding bira. K&t
qua budi sang, deng dau la Munakata d6ng di€m v&i Takuya, k& ti€p la
Hoshiko. Hashimoto mé&i tdp choi, va ciling do thoi tiét néng nén hén ta
dam dia m'6 hoi.



Sau bwra trwa, Takuya dang doc bdo & hanh lang thi Hoshiko ng'6i xudng
k& bén.

“Qua ding nhv lovi gidi thiéu ddy te man, anh choi cling kha d6 ch.
Puoc bao nam roéi vay?”

K& tir sang, day 1a I4n thit hai nang chli dong bét chuyén vdi y.

“Puroc khoang ba ndm r'6i. Toi thwong xuyén luyén tdp cham chi d6.”

“Vay la d€ duorc thang ti€n a?”

Nang tron mét, liéc nhin Takuya. Y khong tra 1o cau hdi Yy, ca't 1¢i khen
ngo'.

“Ti€u thw cling choi gidi d6. Lai quen v&i ca hiép choi dai...”

Nhung Hoshiko ngét 101, 1dc dAu.

“H6m nay that t6i té. T6i mudn ngung choi va di veé r'oi.”

Hoshiko cdu kinh néi r'6i nhanh chéng roi di.

Gitra hiép da'u budi chiéu, Munakata lai bat chuyén véi y.

“Co6 diéu nay tdi mudn canh bdo cau.”

“Gi vay a?”

“P&i twegng cua cu khong phai chi mdi Hoshiko dau. T4t nhién c4u phai
12y 1ong dwoc phé tdng, nhung van con mot ké khé nhin nira d6.”

“Tredng phong k& hoach &y a?”

Takuya ca't ti€ng hoi, trong dau hién ra gwong mdt cua Nishina Naoki.
Munakata gat dau.

“Dui sao cdu ta cling 1a nguoi thira k& nha Nishina. N6i ding ra, pho tong
khong phai kén r€ cho con gdi, ma la tim ngwoi gidp viéc trung thanh cho
cau ta.”

“Anh Munakata chic 12 ghi diém tuyét d&i vé khoan dé &'y nhi?”

Takuya dwa mét nhin sang, ho't cham choc.

“Chéc hin 1a vdy roi. Nho th€” ma t6i ¢6 dwoe vi tri on dinh. Nhung
dong thoi, cling s& phai vinh vién déng vai ké nhic tudng sau san khau
nwa.”

Y ctia Munakata chéc 14 ngudi nhéc twdng ludn dirng sau Naoki.

“Anh c6 vé bat man?”

“Du khong hoan toan man nguyén nhwng cliing chfmg con cach nao khac.
Cau c6 tham vong thi cling t6t, nhwng cling nén lwu tdm khoan nay. Pic



biét 1a dén ldc di ¢ re.”

“To1 s€ suy nghi vé van dé nay.”

Takuya néi xong thi Hoshiko ciing vira thye hién cud phat bong.

Piung 1a mu6n Iam r€ nha Nishina thi khong thé€ bé qua Naoki. Takuya
nghi tham, c¢6 khi di€u nay s€ thanh tré ngai cling nén.

Nam ngay sau hom choi gon, luc Takuya vé cdan hy chung cw va dang
thay d'6 thi dién thoai do chuéng. Nhan ra giong cia Hoshiko, Takuya bat
gidc siét chit nim tay.

“Anh dinh d€ t6i goi bao nhiéu an vdy? Cham chap qua di! Gio’ anh m&i
di lam vé a?”

Nang néi nhw k€ t6i y. Kim dong h'6 chi 10 gio tdi.

“A tai tdi 4n xong mé&i vé. Bira tredre cdm on tiéu thw nhiéu 14m.”

“Khdng cén anh phai chao hdi dau. Quan trong hon, by gio’ anh di ra
day voi toi nhé.”

“Bay gio dy a?”

“Pa bdo vay con gi. Ba mwoi phit nira nhé. Anh thay d6 xong thi doii toi
trede chung cw.”

Takuya chwa kip tra lovi thi dau bén kia da cip may.

Y ditng cho nhw di dwore bdo. Chiéc Porsche trang tir dau xud't hién, dau
lai treée mit y. Hoshiko ng'di ghé 14i xe, ha't cdm ra hiéu cho Takuya ngoi
vao ghé phu.

Takuya vi va treo 1én xe.

“Chung ta di dau vay?”

Takuya hdi nhung nang chi nhin thing vé phia trudc, khong budn tra 101i.
Y beén thit day an toan.

Xe di vao cao t6c Chuo. Takuya 18y vé thdng hanh, dit tredc mait
Hoshiko. Cung lic dé, y nhén ra c6 chut mui la.

“Ti€u thw vira udng rwou d6 a?”

Hoshiko vaAn nhin vé phia triedc, ngén trd va ngén cdi clia ban tay phai
gio’ 1€n thanh khoang rong do 2 centimét.

Takuya héi, “Thé nghia la sao a?”

“Nghia 1a m&i chi u6ng ching d6 regu Brandy 8y.”

Takuya tron tron mét.



“Ti€u thw dwng dua vay chir. Ding xe lai di, toi s€ 14i thay.”

Tuy nhién Hoshiko khéng néi 1o nao, dap manh chan ga. Kim chi t6c d
nhdy vot 1én trong thdy. Takuya ciing cadm thady 4p lyc ting manh sau s6ng
leng. Y todt mo hoi.

“Tieu thw a...”

“Anh 6n a0 qua. Pung c6 ra 1énh cho t6i.”

On dinh lai chit, nang lai ti€p tuc ting td'c. May chi€c xe chay trén dudi
100 km/h ddng sau bién mat nhuw bj thdi bay di. Takuya im ling, chd y nhin
phia tredc va grong mit trong nghiéng cia Hoshiko, chuéh bj sdn sang doi
pho néu cé gi xay ra.

“Anh Suenaga a.” van tiép tuc tdng to'c dd, Hoshiko néi. “Anh mudn két
hoén v&i toi phai khong nhi?”

Takuya khong 14p tie tra loi, nén nang ca't giong véi vé buc boi.

“The nao?”

“Anh mudn!” Y trd 1o1.

Hoshiko git dau nhw vra y.

“Anh nghi gi, muén gi ciing dwoe. K€ ca viéc khong bi€t than bi€t phan
ctia minh cling chflng sao.”

Takuya im ldng.

“Anh ninh not cha ciing dworc. Nhwng ma, riéng viéc vy dudi theo anh
trai toi thi mau bd di. Hin ta va toi khong c6 lién quan gi, du 12 hién tai hay
veé sau di nwra.”

“Anh khong dinh vy dudi theo anh Naoki. Nhung ciing khong thé khong
de'y dwoc.”

“Pugc chit sao, anh cit phdt 10 han di.”

“DAu néi vay...”

Takuya dang néi nira chung thi Hoshiko danh 1ai sang trdi, di vao lan td'c
do6 binh thwong, veeot qua xe phia triede tie bén tay phai, roi bat chot bé 1ai
tré vé lan vuort.

“Nguy hiém qud. Tieu thu gidm td'c mdt chut di.”

“Pa bao anh dwng ra 1énh cho t6i roi ma. Anh hi€u roi chx? Hay phot 1o
anh trai toi di. Ai n6i gi thi t6i khong bi€t, nhwng ddi twong k&t hon voi toi
phai chon t6i vi chinh t6i thoi. Khong phai vi ga d6. Tién thé ndi ludén cho



anh biét, nguoi thira k& ctia nha Nishina van chwa chic 13 héin ta dau. Anh
dwng nhAm 14n nhé.”

C6 vé Hoshiko da phat giac ra ch'ong chi gai va minh dwoe chon d€ lam
tro thu cho Naoki. Cling c6 the hom nay cau chuyén nay da dwoe ban dén
trong nha Nishina. Vi th€’ ma nang m&i tré 1€n die doi the nay.

Nhwng Hoshiko lai goi y ra lam d6i twong trit gidn, nén Takuya cdm
thd’y minh da dwoee ddp lai. N6i cach khac, diéu nay cé nghia sy ton tai cua
y trong long nang da 1n dén 1én.

Chay mot doan nira, Hoshiko binh tinh hon, bén roii khoi dwong cao toc
va chuyén sang dwong vao thanh phd. R6i nang giam déan t6c dd, quay
ngwoc quang dwong da di ldc nay.

Sau d&m d6, Hoshiko bét dau thi thodng lién lac v&i Takuya. Dau vy,
hi€m khi hai ngwoi di an udng hay nhau nhet. Phéan 1on thoi gian, Takuya
phéi di mua d6 cung nang, hodc lam tai x& cho nang. C6 Tan nang di nhay
disco v&i ban be, y phédi ng'6i doii ca budi trong xe.

Dau vay, Takuya ciing dat dwoc muc dich ti€p cin thAn mat v&oi nang. Y
cam thay dao nay moi viéc dién ra thuan lgi d&€n ngd ngang.

Vay ma lai xdy ra chuyén nay. Sy phan bdi ctia Yasuko thwc sy la ton
tha't ndng né voi y.
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Takuya hoan toan khong ly gidi dworc tai sao Yasuko khong chiu bd dira
bé. Theo y thi sinh né bay gio’ cling khong cé loii gi cho 4. Tham chi hoan
toan ngwoc lai, chi khi a chiu bd dira bé, y méi cé th€ ti€p tuc mdi quan hé
hién tai.

Vay ma Yasuko van khing khiing sinh con. VA con bét y chiju trach nhiém
ntra. Tuy nhién, cing v&i diéu kién néu nd la con cia Takuya.

Takuya khong rd Yasuko con quan hé v&i ai khac ntra, nén khong biét cé
bao nhiéu kha ning d6 1a con minh. Nhung y nghi, du dira tré sip ra doi
khong phai 1a con y, d€ Yasuko cé bau sinh con cling khong hay. Béi 1€,
moi quan hé gitra hai nguoi ¢6 the s€ bj 16.

Takuya mudn tranh diéu niy bang moi gid. Y biét rd niém kiéu hinh ctia
Nishina Hoshiko. Néu mdi quan hé véi Yasuko bi 16 ra, khong nhirng



Takuya chang th& k&t hon véi Hoshiko, ma vi tri cia y trong Cong nghiép
nang MM ciing s€ sup do tic thi.

Takuya van nhd cdm gidc si€t chit ¢d Yasuko khi hai ngweoi quan hé. Lic
dé y thuc sy mudn si€t that chat, gi€t a luén cho roi.

Y s0t rudt mudn nhanh chéng gidi quy&t moi chuyén, nhung thoi gian cr
tro1 di ma khong c6 do1 sach gi.

Khi y dang cudng cudng lo ling thi dwoc Nishina Naoki cho goi.

Naoki tuy c6 cdi chirc tredng phong k& hoach phat tri€n, nhwng nguoi
thye sy diéu hanh 1a phé phong Hagiwara. Do vay, tu tredc toi gio Takuya
n&u c6 hop hanh voi phong k& hoach phat trién thi cling 1a véi Hagiwara
thoi. Hagiwara 1a nhan vién ky cyu da c¢6 17 ndam kinh nghi€ém. Naoki dworc
ng'6i vao vi tri tredng phong chfmg qua nho’ béng cha minh. Dwong nhw
Naoki ciing bi€t diéu d6 nén sudt ngay chi loanh quanh & phong bén canh.

Takuya dén phong hen, thd'y Hashimoto Atsushi hdm truedc da gép tai
buoi choi gdn. Y dodn budi hop 1a vé Hoshiko.

“T¢i dong da roi nhi.”

Naoki vwa thdy Takuya lién ding ddy, chi toi ban hop bén canh.
Hashimoto ngdi xudng, Takuya cling ng'6i bén canh. Naoki néi v&i nie
nhén vién thudc ca’p duy nhi't trong phong.

“Phién c6 Nakamori ra ngoai mot chut.”

Nakamori nho nhe vang da r6i dieng ddy ra khoi phong.

Takuya nhin theo Nakamori. Du Naoki chi 1a truedng phong nhwng ¢6
phong riéng va thw ky th& nay, chic hin do quyén lgc ctia nha Nishina.

“Nao, bat dau thdi.”

Naoki ng61 xudng do1 di€én Takuya va Hashimoto, hai tay khoanh trén
madt ban, cui dau yén lang nhwr dang nghi cach m¢é 1oi. Du trong kha u am,
nét mit ga van sic sdo, chic co the goi 1a mdt thanh nién dep trai. Takuya
biét nhiéu nit nhan vién nghi ring Naoki trong rat tuyét voi. Y ciing chang
the phan bac.

“To1 khong mudn vong vo.” Sau mdt h'oi suy nghi, Naoki 1€n ti€ng. “Ta
di thing vao van dé ludn.”

Takuya va Hashimoto cung gat dau. Co 1€ dung la vé Hoshiko. Nhung
cdi tén Naoki dwa ra lai hoan toan ngoai gia dinh ctay.



“Chuyén t6i mudn ban khong gi khac chinh la van d€ Amamiya Yasuko
c6 bau.” Naoki ndi.

Takuya tirc thi khong biét dung tw gi dap lai, chi lang nhin khudn mat
dién trai cia Naoki. Hashimoto cling than ngwoi ra. Naoki cwoi nhat nhw
khoan khodi trirdc phan ting clia hai ngwdi, nhuwng 4nh mét cyc ky nghiém
tuc.

“Hai ciu chic rit stng sot. Chaalng cO gi la. Lan dau bi€t hai ciu ciing
qua lai v&i Yasuko, toi 3 ngac nhién giat bin ca ngwdi.”

“Ciing qua lai...?” Takuya ca't ti€ng, nhin lai Naoki. “Néi vay thi treong
phong ctuing th&?”

“Pung vay.” Naoki noi.

Takuya lién twdng d€n khuén mat Yasuko, khong rd a 1a loai con gai gi
day. R'di y quay sang Hashimoto. Han ciing nhin lai Takuya, khé& nhiin vai
lac dau.

“Ngac nhién that. Du t6i cling bi€t 1a & ¢6 qua lai v&i ngeoi khac ntra.”

“Theo tdi di€u tra thi chi ¢c6 ba nguoi chiing ta thoi.”

N6i r'6i Naoki k€ lai sy tinh. Theo loi gé, thoi di€m Yasuko néi cho ga
V€ viéc c¢6 bau ciing tring v&i thoi di€m & néi voi Takuya. Noi dung ciu
chuyén ciing twong tw. DU Naoki yéu cau bd dira bé, & nha't quyét khong
nghe theo. Takuya nghi bung, hda ra la thé nay.

“Thuwc 1ong tdi cling hét cach r'6i.” Naoki cwoi gwong gao. “Thé r'oi toi
ma&i nghi, trede hét nén thir tim xem 4 con quan hé v&i ai nira. Vi t6i biét
chic Yasuko con b6 bich khic ngoai minh.”

Takuya héi: “Anh thué tham t& hay sao?”

“Khong, t01 ty theo doi. Du kha kho khan nhung ciing c¢6 phan tha vi.
Mai khong cé co’ hdi bi€t dwoee & gép ai, toi cling hoi sdt rudt.”

Naoki nhin T4n lwot hai nguoi roi néi, “Chéc 4 da gip ciu Hashimoto
vao thir Nam tuan trede, cdu Suenaga vao the Ba tuén treoc va thie Tw
tuan nay. Pung khong?”

“Vay trudng phong chic roi vao khoang thit Hai 4y nhi.”

Takuya nira duia ntra that.

“Purong nhién. Thir Sdu tudn tredc va thir Hai tudn nay.” Naoki than
nhién tra 1. “Quy ludt c6 th€ ba't dinh nhung chi ¢6 ba ngwoi ching ta.”

“A cling gioi that, kién tri ti€p tuc dwore mdi quan hé nhw vay.”



Hashimoto néi, nhw th€ kham phuc tir siu tham c5i 1ong.

“Tai ranh qua ma.”

“R'6i ching ta lam gi day?” Takuya hoi. “Tim ra ching t6i thi anh dinh
lam gi? Cheamg 1€ mudn lam r6 xem ai la cha dira bé sao?”

“Puorc the thi di t6t. Nhung chic hai ciu cling biét diéu dé 1a bat kha
thi ch? Liéu hai c4u c6 chic dira bé khong phai con minh khong? Tdi néi
1o 1a ban than cling khong bi€t. Co6 khi né 1a con tdi cling nén.”

Nhirng 1oi nay 1am cé Takuya 1an Hashimoto déu im 13ng. Naoki gat d4u
dicy.

“Pau tién téi phai bdc bach, tinh thé” hién tai cwc ky xau. B&i né€u nd
ding 1a con t6i, & s€ doi hodi khoan tién cuc 1on cd doi d€ nudi dwong dira
bé. N&u xay ra chuyén nay, du tdi c6 la truedng nam nha Nishina thi cling
khé giw vi tri trong cOng ty.”

“P€ tranh diéu d6, chi con mdi céch k&t hon vdi 4 thodi.” Takuya néi.

“C6 th€ Yasuko cling trong cho chuyén &y. Nhwng t6i s€ khong chiu nhw
vay.” Naoki nhin Takuya va Hashimoto r'6i héi. “T6i mudn bi€t hai ciu tinh
thé nao. N&u dira bé 1 con minh, liéu da sin sang chju trach nhiém chwa?”

Anh mét Naoki huéng vé Takuya, nén y tra 101 trude.

“N6i thie v&i anh 1a toi cling khong biét 1am sao.”

“Hén 12 the r'oi. Cau con c6 Hoshiko ma. Gia du khong phai con cau di
ntra, n€u ldc nay quan hé véi Yasuko bi bai 16 thi ra't té cho cau.”

Naoki khé cong kh6e mdi 1€n. Sau d6 ga nhin sang Hashimoto. “Con cau
thi sao?”

“Em ciling th&".” Hashimoto dadp. “Thyc ra, em da tw bd y dinh lam chdng
Hoshiko. Nhung khong chi c6 mdi vay. VAt va 1dm m&i leo 1én vi trf hién
tai, em khong mudn say chan vap nga.”

“Vay cau dinh lam gi?”

“Cé4i d6...” Hashimoto ngic ngtt.

Naoki gat gi, hit vai hoi thudc. Takuya nhin cham chim lan khéi tring
lan toa tir dau di€u thud’c, cho nhirng 1o ti€p theo cua ga.

“Cé6 diéu nay chic hai ciu ciing tirng nghi d&n.”

Ga n6i dén do6 roi dung lai. Takuya va Hashimoto van im ldng. Naoki
nhim mét rdi tiép tuc.



“To61 da nght ra't nhi€u Ian. N&u Yasuko chét di thi moi chuyén déu ém
dep...”

Hashimoto bén canh Takuya phat ra &m thanh gi d6 la ling t& cudng
hong. Chéc hin dang nudt nudce bot.

Khong ai néi gi trong mdt lic. Naoki dui tit mau thudc ngén ngin trong
gat tan thiy tinh.

“Yasuko chét di thi moi chuyén d€u ém thd'm...” Ga lap lai r61 nhin hai
ngwoi. “Hai ciu chwa tieng nght vay a?”

Takuya nhin sang tham do y t& Hashimoto. C4u dan em vao sau y mét
nam dwa tay 1€n tran, khong dong day. Hashimoto bi€t Naoki mudn néi gi.
Nhung khong th€’ ba't can tra 1o ngay.

“Thuec ra t6i c6 k& nay.” Naoki bao. “Chrfmg can ndi hai ciu cling bi€t la
ké& gi roi. BE thyc hién, toi can hai cu gitip strc. A, néi vy chura diing 15m.
Néu ca ba khong dong long thi k& hoach nay khong thye hién dwge. Khong
nhanh chéng hanh dong thi mudn mat.”

Du vay, Takuya va Hashimoto van im 1dng. Cud6i cting, Naoki nga lung
ra sau gh¢’, Ién ti€ng.

“Thoi dwore. Chic hai ciu cling can thoi gian suy nghi. T ngay kia, toi
da dat mot phong khach san. Hom do6 ta s€ lai tu hop. Hai ciu chic cling
hi€u rd, nhwng dwng quén ching ta khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian.”

Sau cling, gi thAp giong nhic nhd:.

%

T61 hom dé Takuya suy nghi vé dé xua't ciia Naoki. Tat nhi€n y da ro
quy€t dinh ciia minh. Khong can cho Naoki ndi, y ciling bi€t mudén giai
quy€t van dé nay thi chi c6 mot cach duy nha't.

Phai sat hai Yasuko.

P4a’y chinh la d&i sach t6t nha't d€ veg't qua nghich canh hién tai.

Y ciling da nghi dén viéc dan x€p tai nan dot xud't nao dé d€ Yasuko say
thai. Nhwng n€u thanh ra nhw vy, c6 khi & s€ lam "am 1€n.

Chi ¢6 mdi cdch la sdt hai thoi, Takuya nghi bung. Khong th€ d€ sy
nghiép cia y sup do vi mu dan ba nhw a.

Sau khi quy€t nhw vy, Takuya lai nghi d&€n Naoki. Y khong ngo’ ga cling
¢6 quan hé v&i Yasuko. Tuy nhién, nho budi néi chuyén hoém nay, y da thay
doi hoan toan cdi nhin vé Naoki. Y da trng nghi ga la ké khong c6 nang



lye, chang 1am dwoc gi, sudt ngly chi biét giam minh trong phong ngdi
phan van. Trong hoan canh ky la nay, Takuya lai phai nhin g bing con mit
khac.

Cung nim gilr bi mat v&i Naoki thuce ra ¢6 1o cho Takuya. Y s& dé dang
khién ga tré thanh ¢6ng minh trong viéc cwdi xin Hoshiko.

Van dé la Hashimoto. Khong rd hin ta ddng tin d&n dau. Ma trede d6
con phai xem Hashimoto ¢6 s@n sang sat hai Yasuko khong nira.

Néiu hdn gy trd ngai thi chi ¢an giét la xong. Y twdng d6 thodng hién ra
trong d4u Takuya. Nhung nh4n ra minh dang tré thanh k& dé dang nghi dén
viéc sat nhan, Takuya ba't gidc 1ic dau.

Hai ngay sau, ca ba nhw hen tu hop & mot phong khach san trong ndi
thanh. Trong can phong do6i c6 dat mdt chi€c ban va hai chi€c gh€’. Takuya
va Hashimoto ng'6i xuéng gh&’, con Naoki ng'6i trén giwong.

“Yes hay No, hai cdu da quyét dinh r6i ch*?” Naoki nhin ca hai r'6i néi.

Takuya li€c nhin Hashimoto, xac nhan hén da gat dau roi cung gat theo.

“Puoc roi. N6i that, n€u dén hom nay hai ciu con leong Iy thi tdi dinh
cho hai cu ra vé ma khong can nghe ciu tra loi.”

N6i roi Naoki 14y ra mot bd bai, dwa cho Takuya va Hashimoto mdi
ngwoi mot quan. PO 1a quan Joker. R6i Naoki lai diat bd bai tredc mat
Takuya, bdo y tw rit thém mot quan.

“Cai nay nghia la sao vay?” Takuya hoi.

“La cdach d€ nghe cau tra loi cia hai cau.” Naoki tra loi.

Takuya khong hédi thém, rdt mdt quan bai ma khong d€ Hashimoto nhin
thdy. D6 1a quan Gia Bich. Hashimoto cling rit mot 14 bai véi vé mat to ra
bi€t dicu.

“Gio 1a ldc quy€t dinh van ménh day.” Naoki néi, 16i ra mot chi€c hop
gia’y mau tréng. “T61 mudn hai cau ddt mot 14 bai vao trong chi€c hop nay.
Yes thi dat quan Joker, No thi dat 14 bai con lai. N€u ta't ca cung dat Joker
thi ching ta déu dong y v&i k&€ hoach. Nhung du chi ¢6 mét 14 khac biét thi
chuyén dén diy l1a chAm dirt. MOi ngwoi ty tim cdch giai quy&t van dé cla
Yasuko.”

Hoéa ra 1a vay. Takuya chot thd’y kham phuc. Lam thé nay thi ngay ca khi
k& hoach khong dwgrc tan thanh, Naoki ciing khong bi€t dwoc ai chon Yes,



ai chon No. Takuya va Hashimoto cling vay, gid du cé ai chon Yes di ntra
thi ciing khong bi d61 phwong phat hién.

Takuya ki€m tra lai quan bai r6i nhét vao hdp gidy. Ti€p theo la
Hashimoto. Nhtrng quan bai con lai dwo'c cho vao bd bai, trdn dé€n khi moi
ngwoi déu tha’y on.

“Pwoc roi nhi.”

Naoki ki€m tra hai 14 bai trong hop, khong d€ hai ngwoi nhin thay.
Takuya chiim chid nhin thdi d6 cta gi. Trong khoanh khic Naoki cau may
lai, roi ngang mat 1€n.

“Ké&t qua that dang ti€c.” Naoki ndi. “Nhuwng la d6i véi Amamiya
Yasuko. Tai thoi di€m nay, ching ta déu dong y voi k& hoach.”

(Ga lat hai 14 bai 1én.

“Piéu quan trong nha't 1a khdng d€ bi nghi ngo.” Naoki ti€p tuc. Khong
dwore d€bén thir ba bi€t m&i quan hé gitra ho v&i Yasuko.

“Piéu nay thi em c6 thé ty tin 12 khong.” Hashimoto khé vénh cam. “Em
ra't can than, nén chic chin khong ai biét.”

“C4u no1 vay c6 phan hoi khinh sudt roi. Cheamg phai tredng phong biét
dwoc ro1 do sao.”

“Chung ta ngoi trén cung mot thuyén nén khong sao. Nhwng dung nhw
Takuya néi, khong th€ khinh sud't dwoc. Ngoai ra, ciing c6 kha nang Yasuko
di néi v&i ai khac. C6 diéu ti nghi chic khong ¢ chuyén dé.”

“Du sao néu la kha nang &'y, ching ta gio khong lam gi dwoc.” Takuya
noi.

“Pung vay. Do d6, ta ¢in 14p ddi sach phong treong hop bi nghi ngo.”

Naoki 18y ra to gid'y A4, dung but bi viét dong chit Chitng cir ngoaqi
pham, r6i gach hai dong ké dwdi chan.

“Né&u thanh k& c6 lién quan t&i vu 4n, chic chin chiing ta s& bj tra hdi.
Liic d6 chi ¢an c6 chirng ctt ngoai pham 13 dé dang thodt tdi. Néu khong,
ldc nao cling c6 thé bj bit.”

“Anh dinh dung tha thuit gi dé v&i lich tau chay hay sao?” Hashimoto
vira dura khiin mii soa Ién lau tran vira héi. Hin khong hé d6 m'6 hdi, c6 1&
day 12 théi quen khi cing thing.

“Néu cb chuyén tau nao d6 ching ta bi€t ma canh sat khong hay thi tot
qud. Nhung déang ti€c 1a khong c6 chuyén do.”



“Nhung chic anh c6 k& sach gi d6 chix?”

Takuya nhin vé mat ty tin cia Naoki, ca't ti€ng hoi. Ga lién gat dau.

“Canh sat dau tién s€ nghi dé€n kha ning tén tdi pham hanh dong riéng r€,
hodc nhiéu nhat chi ¢ hai ngwoi thdéi. Ho phan dodn nhw thé” dwa vao kinh
nghiém. Tuy nhién, ching ta c6 tdn ba ngwoi. Thi thudt ching ta ding s
sinh ra tw diéu nay.”

“Tha thuat gi vay?”

“Chay ti€p suc ay.”

“Chay ti€p stc?”

“Pung vay, cay gay ching ta chuyén nhau s€ 1a xac chét.”

Naoki viet 1én gidy ma’y chit Tokyo Atsugi Nagoya Osaka nim hoi céch
nhau. R6i gd danh da’u X phia trén chwr Osaka.

“Yasuko s€ bj gi€t & Osaka, nhwng vi tri phat hi€n ra xac chét sé la...”
Naoki c¢am bit lwét qua may chir Nagoya, Atsugi, roi dung lai & chir
Tokyo. “... Tokyo, cach d6 khoang 500 kilomét.”

Takuya hit mdt hoi that sau roi trong sang Hashimoto. Hin van nhin to
gid’y chim cham. Y chim rii thé ra réi néi véi Naoki: “Anh gidi thich di.”

Naoki ti€p tuc viét vao to gid'y ba chir cdi ABC.

“Ba chir A, B, C nay la chiing ta. Ngay thyc thi k& hoach, A s€ & Osaka,
B & Nagoya, C & Tokyo. Pau tién, A sat hai Yasuko. Vi du vao lic 6 ruwdi
tdi. Trede d6 A sé tao cho minh chirng ¢ ngoai pham hoan héo cho t&i 6
gio t61.”

6 gior 30 phiit, A giét Yasuko. Naoki vi€t dong &y canh chtr Osaka.

“Sau d6 A dwa xac chét 1én xe, di chuyén t&i Nagoya. A d€n mdt dia
diém gan ga Nagoya, gia du la vi tri X. Tai vi tri X nay, A s€ bd lai xe, dung
tau cao toc quay vé Osaka. N&u thudn loi thi A s& bit kip chuyén tau
khodng sau 9 gi¢r, cing 1dm 12 9 rwdi va vé d&n Osaka trede 11 gior. Rdi A
nhanh chéng gdp mat nguoi thitr ba nao d6. Nhw viy, khoang thoi gian A
khong c6 chirng ctr ngoai pham la twr 6 gio’ cho dén 11 gio.”

N6i dén d6, Naoki dung lai, ngdng xem hai ngwoi ¢é hi€u khdng. Takuya
khé gat dau thay cho céu tra 1oi.

“Tiép dé&n 12 B.” Naoki chi vao chir Nagoya. “B tao sin chirng ctr ngoai
pham cho dén 10 gio. Sau d6, B s€ dén vi tri X, leo 1én chi€c xe ma A bo
lai. R6i B 14i vao cao tdc Toumei, nhim t&i Atsugi. Chic y s& t&i Atsugi



vao khoang 2 gio khuya. B ra khdi cao tdc & d6, t&i dia diem da dinh, goi
lavitr{Y.C sé doisan & Y.”

“C s& di chuyén dén d6 bang cich nao?” Takuya hoi.

“Ta't nhién 1a dung xe hoi.” Naoki 1ién tra 1oi. “Xe d6 con dung d€ ché
xac chét, C s€ lai vé Tokyo, con B mau chong lai xe quay lai Nagoya.”

“Vay thi B s€ kha mét &'y nhi. Phai lai xe li€n tuc sau ti€ng.” Hashimoto
noi.

“Cong viéc cta B thyc ra nhe nhang nhat.” Naoki 14p tirc pha dinh.
“Thoi gian di chuyén tuy c6 dai, nhung chi cén 1ai xe thoi. A phaéi ra tay
gi€t nguoi, con C phai lam cong viéc quan trong cudi cling, d6 la tim cach
xw ly cdi xac.”

“Chuing ta s€ d€ xac chét dwore phat hién & dau?” Takuya hoi.

“Pau ciing dwgrc. Nhwng phai 1a noi dé phét hién. Cang phat hién sém
thi cang dé cho bén khdm nghiém wdc tinh thoi gian t vong.”

Néu da mat cong tao chirng cr ngoai pham thi phai d€ canh sat biét thoi
diém sat hai Yasuko cang chinh xéc cang tot.

“P& em tong hop lai chit.” Hashimoto néi. Ngay gitra cdc budi hop, hin
cling c6 théi quen tém tit lai ndi dung.

“T6i khong nim ro 14m, nhung khi wéc dinh thdi gian ti vong, canh st
thwong dwa ra mot khung gio khd rong. Trong treong hop ndy, chic ho sé
doan thoi gian gdy an trong khoang 5 gior dé€n 8 gior. No6i cach khac, ho s€
hoi nhw nay: ‘Trong khodng tw 5 gio t&i 8 gior tdi anh da lam gi?””

“Treong hop nay thi cd B 14n C déu dé dang trd loi, khong can bja dit.
Vi thyc t& ca hai déu ¢6 chirng ctr ngoai pham.”

“Con A sé tra 161 the ndo a? Truede 6 gid hin c6 chitng cir ngoai pham,
nhwng tw ldc d6 t&i 11 gio thi khong.”

“A c6 mat & Osaka, trong khi tir thi dwgrc phat hién tai Tokyo.” Trwdc khi
Naoki kip giai thich, Takuya 1€n ti€ng. “Chi v&i ndm ti€ng dong ho, y
khong th€ téi Tokyo, sat hai Yasuko r'oi quay lai Osaka.”

Naoki gat dau, ra vé tdn dong.

“N6i cach khac, ca ba déu c6 chirng clr ngoai pham. Tuy nhién diéu nay
chi ding khi canh sat khong biét A, B, C dong pham.”

“Nhung c¢6 mdt van dé 1én.” Takuya néi. “Ai s& 1am A ddy? Chic khong
ai muén minh la ké tryc ti€p gi€t nguoi.”



“Cau noi ding, nhung cudi cung phai cé ai dé ra tay.”

“Ngoai ra con mot van dé khiac. Khong c6 gi ddm bdao B va C sé lam
theo k& hoach sau khi A giét ngwoi nhw da ban tinh. N6i cho nhanh thi B va
C c6 th€ dd toan bo tdi 16i cho A. K&t qua 1a A bi bat. Sau d6 han cé khai gi
di ntra thi B va C chi can phu nhén, bao dé la chuyén bia dat.”

“Ttc 1a khong tin dwore hai ngwoi sau nhi. Cau néi ciing ding. Chiing ta
dinh lam vié€c trong dai nhw nay, cling can c6 cai gi tréi budc nhau.”

Naoki 18y thém mdt to gid'y cing hop muc do d€ dong da'u.

“Vay lam th& nay nhé. Sau khi quy€t dinh dworc ai 1a A thi nguoi d6 s€
Vi€t 1én tor gidy nay nhw sau: Chiing t6i da dong loa thwe hién ké hoach sdt
hai Amamiya Yasuko. Sau d6 A in ngén cdi vao gitra dong chir. Nguwoi dong
vai B va C s€ cung ky tén va di€m chi. Pay 1a mot ki€u cam két. Tor gidy
nay s€ do A lwu gitr. Nhu thé’ B va C khong the phan bdi A.”

Naoki nghiéng dau, ra y con cau hoi gi khong.

“Thé"...” Hashimoto hdi. “Ai s€ sé dong vai A bay gio’? Tredng phong sé
quy€t dinh hay sao?”

Naoki nhin chim chdm Hashimoto roi hdi: “Hashimoto, néu tdi bdo ciu
lam A, ciu c6 dong y khong?”

Hashimoto m& to mét, 14c du.

“Hin thé réi. T6i néi trude, vi€c nay khong lién quan gi dén cip bac
trong cong ty ca. Phai quyét dinh that cong bang.”

Naoki rit ra bd bai lic tridce.

“Chung ta s€ rut [an lwg't mdt quan bai. Ai di€m cao hon thi dwgc quyén
chon vai. Hai ciu thdy sao?”

Takuya suy nghi mét h'6i r'oi tra loi: “Pwegc thoi.” Hashimoto cling d6ng
y.

“Nhung tredc d6, phién tredng phong cho t6i ki€m tra bd bai.” Takuya
thém.

Naoki cwoi guwgng gao, dwa bo bai cho y. B bai khong c¢é gi ba't thwong.
Y dwa sang cho Hashimoto. Hin ciing ki€m tra k§ lwdng roi tra lai Naoki.

“Vay moi ngwoi déu dong y roi nhi.”

Sau vai [an x6c¢ bai, Naoki dat Ién ban, xdo tron dong bai.

“Cau Suenaga riit trede di. Quan Ach to nhat, quan Hai bé nhat. Hai s&
gid'ng nhau thi coi nhw hoa.”



Takuya li€m d6i moi kho khd'c roi dua tay rit bai. Chot hinh anh Yasuko
106a th€ xua't hién chdp nhodng trong dau y. Y 14p tirc 14t 14 bai vira rut.

“A!” Hashimoto budt miéng.

“Rut dwgrc quan ngon nhi.” Naoki no6i.

b6 1a quan Gia Co. Y nghi minh da an toan. Khé ¢6 chuyén hai nguoi
kia ciing rit dwoec quan Ach.

“Tiép theo, t&i cdu Hashimoto.”

Bi Naoki thiic giuc, Hashimoto v&i tay ra. Nhung hin chyng lai khi sip
cam 14’y quén bai. Takuya nhén ra hin dang run run.

Hashimoto hit mét hoi that sdu roi cam 18y mdt quan bai nhw da don
quyé&t tim. Hén 14t bai ra.

Hashimoto m& miéng nhw th€ mudn kéu Ién nhwng khong thd't nén 1o,
Chitng td hin rat sdc vai két qua. P6 1a quan Bon Chudn.

Hashimoto dwa tay 1én miéng, nhin chdm chdm vao quin B&n Chudn
trén ban. Trong hin vira ¢6 vé dang d'on quyét tAm st hai Yasuko, cling ¢
vé dang nghi d&€n chuyén thodi lui ngay lic nay.

“Gio toi rdt bai day.”

Naoki nhin vao nii bai, nhdm mét réi cim 14y mot quan. Gi lién dwa 14
bai lén ngang mat, 14t ngwoc roi1 dap né xudng ban.

La quan Hai Bich.

Phu, Hashimoto thé phao. Takuya khong néi gi, nhin Naoki. Chinh ga dé
xud't cach nay, nén k&t qua hién tai 1a hop 1y nhat.

Naoki mim chat miéng khong dong day gi gan mot phut. Sau d6 ga
nhéch mo6i, n& nu cwoi lanh ling.

“Vay la di quyét dinh dwoc vai dién, gio' soan ban cam k&t thoi.” Vira
nhin hai ngwoi, Naoki vira néi. “Sau d6 ching ta s€ ban bac chi tiét.”

6
Con 10 kilomét nira 1a t&i Atsugi, Takuya nhin bang chi dan, c& 18y lai
tap trung. Y khong dwoc phép chi quan cho tdi phiit cudi cing, van chuwa
the’ bi€t dieu gi sé xay ra.
Tai Atsugi, Hashimoto chic hin dang doi y. Tai d6 Takuya s€ chuyén cai
xac sang xe kia roi quay lai Nagoya. Cong viéc cua y chi c6 vay. Trén
dwong vE cling phdi chi y can thian. Ngay ca khi khong mang theo cdi xac,



y cling khong dwoc phép cho ngwoi khac bié€t viéc minh dang chay xe dém
nay tai doan dwong nay.

Thém mot chi€c xe nira virot qua véi tdc do cao. Pdi voi cac xe khac,
chi€c van chay chdm chap v&i van tdc 80 km/h nhw nay cheamg khac gi
chudng ngai vat.

Chinh Naoki da chon chi€c xe nay d€ van chuyen cdi xdc d€n Atsugi.

“Khoadng 6 d&n 7 gio’ t61 troi van con sdng nén tdi mudn giét & trong xe.
Nhu vay thi sau d6 phai kéo cdi xac ra ngoai roi nhét vao trong c6p, hét
sirc VAt va, nhat 1a khi chi ¢c6 mot ngwoi. Néu ding mot chi€c van thi
khong phién nhw vady. Chi can dung chan mém hay cai gi d6 phu I1én roi
day xudng khoang sau la dwge. N€u cé ai nhin thay, ho ciing chi nghi la
dang van chuyén go6i hang nao d6 ma thoi.”

Naoki néi ga biét chd d€ ki€m mot chi€c xe nhw viy. Ho hang cla ga
lam chi mot xwdng gb tai Toyohashi. Trong nha xe & d6, ¢c6 mot chiéc van
binh thudng ching ai ding t&i. Vao budi sang hom gy 4n, Naoki sé di tau
cao tdc t&i Toyohashi, 18y xe 14i vé Osaka.

Hashimoto ngac nhién hdi: “Anh phadi mat cong t&i tin Toyohashi d€
ki€m xe sao?”

“Né&u thué xe thi s€ d€ lai dau vét vEé sau. Ngoai ra, tdi ¢6 1y do nén m&i
18y xe tw Toyohashi.” Naoki néi roi nhin Takuya. “Sau khi ban giao xac
chét tai Atsugi, to6i mudn ciu di cao to6c Toumei quay v€é Toyohashi tra xe.
Tiép theo, ciu di taxi quay lai Nagoya. Du canh sat ¢6 nghi ngo' gi, mién ho
khong biét vé chi€c van nay thi cling s€ khong diéu tra cong ty taxi &
Toyohashi.”

Hashimoto chju trach nhiém tim xe ch& xac chét tw Atsugi.

“A ma... anh dinh ding cich gi d¢ giét c6 a th&?”

Khi bi Takuya héi, Naoki thoang vé kho s&. L'an dau tién thay ga to vé
mdt nhw vay.

“Van chwa quyét.” Naoki trd loi. “Tot nhat 1a khong d€ lai vét mdu.
Céch nao thi cir d€ t6i nghi.”

“Vay nho cdy vao anh.” Takuya ddp. Hashimoto ciing gat du.

Naoki cling ddm nhiém viéc nghi cach goi Yasuko t&i Osaka.

“Hashimoto, cdu nghi chd bd xdc nhé. Con ciu Suenaga quyét dinh dia
diém ban giao cdi xac & Nagoya va Atsugi.”



Takuya tra 1oi y da hi€u viéc minh can lam.

“Ngoai ra, ching ta quyé&t dinh ngay ra tay la thir Ba tuén sau nhé. Ngay
10 thang 11. Suenaga, cau tim ly do gi d6 d€ c6 mat & Nagoya vao ngay
nay. N&u 1 ciu, chic khong khé tim 1y do thich horp d€ xin di cong tdc hom
dé.”

“Vang, d€' t6i thtr xem sao.” Takuya tra loi.

Sau khi quyét dinh d&€n d6, ba ngwoi gidi tan. Budi hop ti€p theo la vao
ba ngdy sau. Trong thoi gian cho doi, mdi ngwoi gidi quyét teng nhiém vu
da duorc giao.

Ngay sau budi hop &y, moi ngudi bat dau don dai vé Takuya. Ho d'on 1a
Hoshiko ¢6 d€ y toi y, va hai ngwoi da gdp nhau may Ian. Takuya biét
dwoc thong tin 1a do ¢c6 ma’y nguoi tdi hdi y sy tinh. T4t nhién y khdong néi
gi V& md&i quan hé v&i Hoshiko.

Né&u vay, c6 khi chinh Yasuko da r0 ri tin nay chiang?

Takuya ngam lai r'6i cho rang chéc khong c6 chuyén dé du. Yasuko lam
th& cling khong dwoc 1o gi. Vay ai la ngwoi loan tin?

Ching bao lau sau, y biét cau tra 1&i. Naoki goi dén tir s& mdy vin
phong, bdo chinh minh da loan tin. Khi Takuya héi 1y do thi ga bao sé tra
lovi sau, kéu y bay gio t&i phong k& hoach phat trién.

Takuya hoi ngo vuc, d&€n phong k& hoach phat tri€n. Naoki khong ng'di
trong phong riéng nhw thwong 1€, ma & trong phong cé thudc cap. Ga dang
xem tai li€u gi do.

“Anh cho goi t6i?” Takuya lai gan. Naoki chi li€c con ngwoi 1€n nhin y,
roi quay lai tap tai li€u. Takuya cam tha’y ¢6 gi d6 ky quac.

“Cau khong cahn than la phién 1dm d6.” Naoki néi, giong nghén nghen
kho nghe.

Takuya ngac nhién hdi lai: “Ha?”

“MaAaYy tin don tha't thi€t 1am anh hwdng t&i toi da’y.”

Takuya khong néi gi, nhin gwong mat trong nghiéng cia Naoki. Y khong
bi€t nén trd 1o thé” nao. Nhirng nhan vién dang lam viéc xung quanh déu
im phing phic nhw dang nghe ngéng cau chuyén.

“Cha t6i dang 1€ nén than trong v&i nhirng hanh dong cé th€ gy hi€u
Tam chtr...” N6i dén day, Naoki ngng lai mot chut r'oi ti€p tuc. “Khong rd



phé tdng c6 y dinh gi, nhung tdi lo cho twong lai ctia Hoshiko 1im. D&
ngwoi ngoai nhw ciu lam tro thi that phién toai.”

Naoki ngang mat khoi tap tai liéu, hdi Takuya: “Pa hi€u chwa?”

Takuya hét sirc hoang mang. Y hoan toan khéng rd Naoki c6 y dinh gi
khi néi nhitng 1o7i 4y, nén ti€p tuc im 1ang.

“Pa hi€u chwa?” Naoki lwom vy.

Khong con céach nao khéc, Takuya tra lovi: “Toi hi€u roi a.”

Naoki gat dau, gip tap tai li€u lai roi1 bi€n ma't sang phong bén canh,
khong néi thém lovi nado.

Nhung ngay sau khi vé chd, Takuya nhan dwgc dién thoai tir Naoki.

“Xin 16i cau nhé.” Ga 14p tirc néi ngay. “Toi biét cau cé th€ dién tdt ma
khong céan ban truede.”

“Rd&t cudce 1a chuyén gi vay?” Takuya chgt nh@n ra minh da bat giac 1én
giong.

“MOot phan cua k& hoach théi. That ra, to6i bi€t ¢6 vai ngwoi da nghe
phong thanh chuyén cdu v&i Hoshiko. Chic do Munakata loan ra. Nén toi
nghi d€ vay thi khong hay 1&m. Vi I4n nay ba ngudi ching ta hop tic giy
an voi tién d€ 1a ta khong than thi€t gi véi nhau. Nhwng néu cdu thanh rng
ctr vién cho chirc hon phu ctia Hoshiko, tw nhién tdi v&i cdu sé bi coi la
choi than v&i nhau. N&u canh sit nghi ngo mot nguedi thi chic s& nghi d&n
kha nang nguwoi con lai 1a dong pham.”

“Priing la ¢6 kha niang d6.”

“Nén t6i m&i nghi ra v& kich ldc ndy. N&u t6i phan ddi viéc ciu thanh
hon phu cta Hoshiko, ching ta s€ khong c¢6 quan hé gi ntra. Ngwoe lai,
nhan vién cong ty c¢6 khi s€ nghi ching ta thu dich nhau. V& kich nay d¢
phong cho treong hop xau théi.”

“Ra vay.” Takuya ddp, nghi bung gd Naoki nay dwong nhw thich thd véi
k& hoach giét ngudi I'an nay 14m. N&u khong, gi da chaamg teong twong ra
maYy th nay.

“A ma tredng phong niy.”

“Sao co?”’

“Loi anh néi lic ndy hoan toan 12 dién thoi sao? Anh bao la lo ling dén
teong lai ctia Hoshiko aYy...”

Bén kia dau day, Naoki bat cwoi nhw doc tha'u tim den Takuya.



“Cau c6 vé lo ling nhi? That long tdi khong quan tim Hoshiko 13y ai.
Viy ma lao gia lai mudn to1 lya chon, néi thealng ra dréu do6 kha phién ha.”

“Vaya”

“U. Cho nén c4u dirng lo l1ing gi, tip trung vao k& hoach hién tai thdi.”

Naoki k&t thic v&i giong nghiém trang nhw the’ dang ra chi thi cong viéc.

Thé r'6i ba ngay trdi qua. Bon ho lai tu hop tai khach san Tan trudrc.

“Gan chung cu cta Yasuko c¢6 mot cdi sin gon ¢& nhd. Chd dé khong ¢d
deén nén budi t61 khdng nhin thd’y gi. Hon nira hdu nhw khong ¢ nguoi qua
lai. N&u ching ta virt xdc & diy, sdng hdm sau chic chin s& dwoc phat
hién. Hon nita canh sét ciing d& cho rang 4 bj ngwdi qua dwong sit hai.”

Hashimoto giai thich v&i vé ty tin, hinh nhw da diéu tra can than sudt hai
ngay nay. Takuya cling nghi san gén co nhd ay la dia di€m thich horp.
Naoki cling ddng thuan v&i k& hoach doé.

Theo nhw ban bac, Takuya da quy€t dinh dia diém ban giao xac chét. Tai
Nagoya la bai dau xe phia Pong ga tau, tai Atsugi la bai da't hoang céach
cOng ra cao tdc vai kildmét vé phia Bic.

“T6i c6 vé lege d6 don gidn d€ ching ta khong nham.”

Hai ngwoi nhin sO ghi chép y dwa ra, cing gat dau.

“Vay la ching ta da quyét dwore moi thir. Nhan tién, t6i mudn nhin lai
toan bd k& hoach mot I'an nwra.”

Naoki néi v&i vé pha'n khich, nhw the' ga dang chuan bj cho diéu gi thi vi
1am.
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Pong h'd chi 1 gio rwdi. Moi viec thuan loi hon du kién. Xe sip sta t&i
cong ra Atsugi.

Mot ngay dai vdy la sdp két thiic roi. Takuya thé dai ning né.

Diing 1a mot ngay dai. Pa nhiéu gio’ troi qua tw ldc y xud't phat tai Tokyo
sang nay, 1a’y 1y do di cOng t4c.

Takuya thém mdt nha san xua't & Nagoya vao ban wéc lwgng chi phi mua
sam thi&t bi nghién ctru, 147y 1y do ki€m tra thyc lyc va tinh niing cia may
moc d€ di cong tac. Y cb thé di vé trong ngay nhung cd tinh thém vao
nhiéu ly do d€ dwoc & lai qua dém. Cap trén it khi néi nay kia vé viéc y di
cong tac.



Khi d&n Nagoya, Takuya lap tirc gap ddi tac. Von di y khong c¢6 y dinh
ky két, nhwng khong d€ 16 diéu d6 voi ho. Bén doi tac rat vui mung dwoc
gapy.

Takuya cé thé hoan thanh muc dich chuyén cong tac trong nira ngay,
nhung ¢4 tinh kéo dai, d€’ lai chit viéc d&€n hom sau. Phia d6i tac thdy vay
cang hdn hé, chic nghi y nhiét tinh. Ho tham chi ngd 1o din y di tham
quan Nagoya vao budi t&i. Nhung Takuya chi cing ho an t61 toi 10 gio. Y
khéo 1éo twr chdi khi dwgc moi rworu, 18y 1y do phéi & lai khach san tong
hop k&€t qua hdm nay. Bén doi tdc khong phéan doi gi.

Takuya da dit chd & mot khdch san ngay trede ga. Sau khi nhan phong, y
thay quan do r'6i mang theo chia khéa phong ra ngoai. Y di t&i bai dau xe
da hen truoc.

Bii dau xe khong quéa dong dic. Van c6 khoang trong dé ddy. Takuya
khong ma't nhi€u thoi gian d€ tim ra chi€c van no. N6 dwgc dat & géc sau
nhat, ding nhw hinh dung cuay.

Takuya nhom qua ctra kinh. Trong khoang xe c6 mot géi hang to dai nam
ngang, dwg'c boc trong tim chan mau xanh dwong. Co 1€ vi da biet do la
loai hang gi, y cé the’ thd'y né gap khiic rod rang theo ding hinh th€.

A dan ba ngu ngoc. Takuya khé khit miii. Néu & khong qué tham lam thi
chic dd c6 mot khoan tién ma khong phai chét.

Vong ra sau xe, y tha’y chia khéa dwoc gin & d6 bang bing dinh. Y mé
ctra bén phai, tré¢o Ién xe chinh gwong, ki€m tra phia sau xe mot an ntra.
Chéng 15 Naoki giét 4 bdng cdch nao ma khong hé thd'y mdu hay vét ban.

Khong con dwong lui nita roi. Takuya thi tham roi khéi dong xe. Y vao
nit giao Nagoya & quan Meitou vao 10 gio’ 35 phiit.

Takuya da tha’y cong ra Atsugi.

Y chuyén sang lan bén trdi ngoai cung.

Sau khi ra khdi cao t&c, Takuya hwdng 1én phia Bic theo dwong sd” 129.
Thwong ngay doan dwong nay kha dong dic, nhwng vao gior nay ciling tré
nén ving vé. Pi qua ga Hon Atsugi dwoc mot doan ngén, y ré trdi. Lap tirc
den duwong tréd nén thwra thdt, hai bén 13 nhitng tda nha gidng nha kho nim
san sat.

Sau khi vao mdt doan dwdng nhd hon, Takuya bét dau gidm t&c. Y tién
1én cham rdi. Con dwong két thic & mot bai da't hoang trong nhw chd dé€



ph€ liéu.

Mot chiéc xe con mau tring da doi sin trong géc bai da't trong. Khong
the nham dwoc. D6 1a xe ctia Hashimoto. Takuya dau lai sao cho dudi hai
chiéc xe quay vao nhau d& dé di chuyén cai xdc.

“Moi thtr ding nhw da dinh nhi.”

Takuya xudng xe thi thd'y Hashimoto cling m¢ ctra di ra ngoai. Nguon
sdng duy nha't & noi nay 1a den triedre 6 t0. D vay, Takuya vAn nhéin ra mit
hén ta cirng do.

“A & trong xe chit?” Hashimoto nhin vao chiéc van r'di hdi. Giong hén ta
hoi run ray.

“Ta’t nhién roéi.”

Takuya m¢& ctra dudi xe. Hashimoto thdy vat dwoe goéi trong chan, bat
gi4c nhin ra chd khéc. Sau d6 hin mé c¢dp xe minh.

Takuya tréo 1én dudi chiéc van, ha't cam vé phia Hashimoto ra hiéu cho
hin mau lai day.

“Anh doi chut...”

Hashimoto leo 1én chiéc van, quy xudng, chip tay vé phia tt thi v nhim
mét. Duong nhw hin mudn an 1ong mot chit. Takuya khong thé hi¢u dwoc
tam 1y &y. Luc nay ma con dinh cau nguyén thi khong nén tham gia vao k&
hoach giét nguoi.

“Em c6 ¢Am theo cd trang hat.” Hashimoto mé& mét khé map mdy mdi,
giong diéu van cirng nhic.

“Cam cho t61 dau kia.”

Takuya dung long ban tay chi vao phan cé vé la chan céi xac. Hashimoto
gat dau, 6m 18y phan chin &y v&i dong tac cieng do. Takuya viee phian trén
cta cdi xdac day. Cirng va nang hon y nghi nhiéu. Chflng cam nhan dwoc
chut than nhiét nao.

“Cau cd ging khong thay ddi twr th& cdi xdc nhé. Ching ta cAn phai c&
che gidu viéc né da bj di chuyen.”

Takuya nh¢ lai nhirng 1o Naoki da néi vé cac hién twgng xay ra sau khi
chét, nhw co cing va h'6 mdu ti thié.

“Néang that day.”

Hashimoto vira khom lung 1ui lai vira thd hon hén. Pung 1a néng that.
Qua nhr may nhén vién ctru hd thwong ndi, di chuyén ngwoi ba't tinh kha



kho khén.

“Ning thé nay chic em khong xt 1y cdi xdc modt minh dwoc dau.” Khi
cudi cung cing dwa dugce cai xac Ién cdp xe con, Hashimoto van nai. “Lam
on, anh giup em nhé.”

“Pa dén ldc nay, cdu cd khdc 16¢ ciling khong dwore dau. Toi con phai
danh xe quay lai Nagoya nwra.”

Takuya dong ctra sau chi€c van lai.

“T&i sdng anh quay lai 1a dwgrc chir gi. Tw day t&i noi viet xac chi ton do
mot ti€ng. Sau d6 anh quay lai ciing dwgc ma.”

“Khong dwgc. Tdi bdo 1€ tan goi dién dénh thiec minh lic 7 gio séng.”

Viéc nay ciing d€ tao chirng ¢ ngoai pham.

“Se€ kip thoi.”

“Cau dwng doi hoi vo ly. N&u khong kip thi tinh sao?”

“Thi cling c6 sao dau. Nhan vién khach san ciing chi nghi la cé chit khac
thwong thoi. Viéc cia em quan trong hon. Anh chi ¢an canh chirng cho em
ném cdi xac thoi.”

“Chut ngo’ vie ctia nhan vién khach san cling ¢6 khi thanh loi khai quan
trong. Cau l1a dan 6ng ma, phai gitr 1o di chi!”

Takuya n6i xong, Hashimoto cé vé phung phiu, réi d6i may rii xuéng
trong ra't dang thwong.

“Em hi€u r'6i. Vay nho anh gitp dich chuyén cdi xac vao sdu bén trong
cdp xe hon mdt chit. Nhw bay gio thi khong dong cop lai dwoc.”

“Cho sau qua thi luc 18y ra s€ kho khan do.”

Takuya ning cdi xdc 1&én, bdng mot géc chin hoi hé ra.

“Ai cha.”

Takuya ba't gidc nhin sang, veeon tay ra dinh kéo chan lai. Toe géc chan
hé ra, y thodng thd’y phAn chan. Lap tirc, y bong dirng tay, cd nguwdi cling
do.

Hashimoto ciing khong thd't nén lovi.

Sw yén lang ky di d6 kéo dai trong vai gidy. Takuya cham rii ngoanh
d4u, trong sang Hashimoto. Hén ciing nhin lai y.

“O1!”



Takuya thadp giong kéu 1én, chi ddm nhin vao xdc chét. Sau d6 y cat
ti€ng: “Pay... Khdng phai Yasuko.”

Céi chan y nhin thdy qua géc chan hé ra khong phai la ciia Yasuko. Hoan
toan khong phai.

“...Lam sao day?” Cudi cung Hashimoto ciing Ién ti€ng, théd hon hén.

“Lam gi &y a... Thi phai nhin xem da.”

Takuya nu6t nwde bot, rut ré kéo t&'m chan ra. Thé roi, khi gwong maét
cua t& thi hi€n ra, Hashimoto ba't gidc nga bét ra phia sau, ca't ti€ng kéu nho
nho.

“Sao lai ra th€ nay.” Takuya rén ri. “Sao lai la xdc cda Nishina Naoki?”



Chwong 2
Sai [Am cua ké sat nhan

Tai thanh phé’ Komae.

T dudng Setagaya, ré vio theo hwéng Bic mot ti 12 d&n tda chung cu
ndy. C6 the di bo t&i song Tama trong vai phiit. Xe co khong dong 14m, rat
yén tinh, moi treong s6ng thuan loi.

Toa nha c6 ba tang. Tat ca cac phong déu quay mit ra hwdng Nam, bai
dau xe ndm & phia Pong. C6 it ngwdi di 1am bang 6 td, nhung bii ddu xe
nay hau nhw khong tréng bao gior, ludn ¢6 xe diu san sat.

Trong toa nha chung cw nay, c6 mot ngwoi dan 6ng lam ngh€ in &n. Du
dwoc k& nghiép tir cha, cong viéc ciing khong dé dang. Khi c6 don hang
gap, 6ng phai cha't hang 1én xe minh tw dém trwdc, sing sdm hdm sau tryc
ti€p giao cho khach.

Sédng hom nay 1a dip nhw viy. Nhan dwoc yéu cau phi 1y, doi giao hang
trong budi sdng bang bat ctt gid ndo, dém trwedc dng phai chay mdy in tdi
10 gio hon. Xwdng in khd nhd, khong ddp tng may don hang qui quét nay
thi khong ton tai duegrc. May 1a t61 qua ong da hoan thanh cong viéc va vé
nha ldc 11 gio.

Chd du xe ctia 6ng nim & vj trf thi hai tinh t trong ciing. Ong s& hiru
mot chi€c xe tdi nhd mua vai nam trudec.

Phia sau xe 6ng 1a mot chiéc Volvo. Ong thi thoang nhin tha’y chu ciia
n6. Anh ta tré hon 6ng fAm mudi tudi, nhng trén nguwdi toan 1a 1a ¢ dit
tién, chic doc than nén dw da.

Ong nghi thdm ring bon ddc than séng trong khu chung cw nay von 1a
bon c6 diéu kién. Du khong ndm trong 23 quin ndi d6, gid cin ho & ddy
ciing tré nén dit dd theo con s6t nha dat hién gic. P&n mirc ngudi lam
cong an lwong binh thwong khéng th€ cham tay vao dwoce. Ma chi xe
Volvo lai & can hd rong nha't, diéu kién tdt nha't trong khu chung cw nay.

Chdc ciing chéng lam nghé gi dang hoang. Ong ty twdng twong, c6 chiit
ganh ti.



Ong leo 18n xe, ki€ém tra hang héa trong thiing ché hang phia sau. Khi
chic chin khong c6 sai sét gi, ong ding khéa khéi dong xe. Vira nd mdy,
ong vira ki€m tra gwong chi€u hau. Thay gwong trai bi 1éch, dng tac luwoi.
Xe khong 1p thiét bi ty dong diéu chinh gwong.

Ong tréo sang bén trdi va ha cira kinh. Lic thod tay ra d& chinh lai guwong,
ong thoang tha’y hinh anh phan chié&u cta thk gi d6.

Hinh nhw la ai do, dng nghi bung. Phan chi€u trong gwong la tay nguoi.
Ong lién veon ngwdi thém, tho d4u ra ngoai ctra 6.

Vai gidly sau, Ong nhdy ra khoi chi€c xe van dang nd may.
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“T thi chét dwgc hon muoi hai ti€ng r'6i.”

Pho gido sw Ando thudc bd modn phap y Pai hoc Tokyo dwa tay ning
gong kinh vang 1€n, di€m tinh n6i. Sayama Souichi nhin dong h'd deo tay,
tinh todn. Bay gio 1a 7 gio 26 phiit sang. Vay nan nhan bj sat hai khoang 7
gio tdi qua.

“Hinh nhw bj thit ¢d tir phia sau a?”

“Pung th&. S¢ii ddy giao nhau phia sau ¢0. Vay la bi tdn céng tir sau
lwng.”

X4c chét nim ngang gitta hai chiéc xe. Theo 1 khai clia ngudi phat
hién t thi, @6 14 chd nhan cta chiéc Volvo bén canh. Dya vao bang l4i va
danh thi€p trén cdi xac, nan nhan la Nishina Naoki, s6ng & can hd 303.
Tudi 33, trén danh thi€p ghi “Tredng phong k& hoach phat tri€n cong ty
Cong nghiép nang MM.”

“Sayamal!”

Puoc goi tén, Sayama lién quay d4u. Thanh tra Taniguchi ha't cam, ra
hiéu bao anh t&i gan.

“Nguwoi phat hién ra xac chét 1a 6ng the in 4n. Nhwng t6i qua, 6ng ay vé
nha lic hon 11 gio.”

Taniguchi binh thwong da hoi gu, gio 1ai khom hon mot chuit.

“La that.” Sayama néi. “Theo phé gido sw Ando, ngwoi nay da chét duoc
hon muoi hai tiéng. VAy ¢6 kha nidng nan nhén bi sdt hai & chd khac roi
moi dugc dwa toi day.”

“Xdc chét dwoc van chuyén trong dém khuya sao?”



“Co6 khi nhirng nguwoi s6ng trong khu nay biét gi d6.”

“Hién t6i dang cho ngwoi do hoi. Ching ta téi phong nan nhan xem sao.”

Taniguchi buwdc vé phia khu chung cw, Sayama ciing theo sau. Nhin 1é€n
toa nha, anh thd’y ¢ ma’y ctra s6 dang m¢&, vai nguoi dan tw d6 nhin xudng
bai dau xe.

Ho 1én tang ba. Cin hd 303 nim ngay canh ciu thang. Ctra dd mé, vai
vién canh sat dang bwdc vao. Taniguchi cling vao theo, con Sayama bam
chudng can hd 302 bén canh. Mot phu nit khoang 35 tudi ra mé cta, c6 vé
la mot chi ndi tror.

Sayama hoi chj ta t6i qua c6 nghe thd’y am thanh gi la ttr cdn h6 bén canh
khong. Chi ndi tror 1ac dau.

“HOm qua to1 chﬁng nghe thdy gi. Khong ngo' anh Nishina lai ra nong
ndi vay.”

Chi ta Ién nhin sang nha bén, cau may.

“HOm qua chi c6 thd’y anh Nishina khong?”

“A, c6 tha’y. Sang hom qua liic anh ta ra khdi nha chic tAm 6 gid. Anh ta
di sém hon moi ngay mét ti€ng.”

Nhw vay c6 th€ nan nhan khdng di lam nhw binh thwong.

“Trang phuc anh ta thé’ nao?”

“Van nhw ngady thwong. Anh ta mic com 1& den té€ chinh, mang theo cdi
g1 d6 nhw 1a tdp h'6 so.”

Sayama yén lang gat dau, ghi chép nhirng di€u nay vao so tay. Sau do,
anh ngang 1€n, hdi chj ta c6 an twong gi vE Nishina.

“T6i khong 18 1dm, nhung anh ta ¢6 vé hoi khac nguwdi. C6 lic anh ta ra
ban cong ca miy chyc phit ma chi ngo ngan trong ra ngoai... A, ¢6 Man toi
tha’y anh ta thoi kén bén bo song Tama ntra.”

“Chi c6 hay n6i chuyén v&i anh ta khong?”

“Khong. Liic gap t6i cling chi chao héi xa giao.”

K¢ ti€p, Sayama hoi chi ta cé thdy ai ra vao cdn hd cua Naoki hay
khong. Ngwoi phu nir dwa tay 1én md, nghiéng dau ra chiéu suy nghi nhung
chi trd 1o: “Cha, t6i khong o 1dm.”

Sau khi cdm on chj ta, Sayama nhom vao cian hd 303. Vwa thdy tinh
trang trong phong, anh im bat khong bi€t néi gi.

“Y nhw bio t& vira quét qua nhi.” Taniguchi tién lai.



“Trong khing khi€p that.” Sayama dong y.

Qua thyc bén trong tao an twong nhw vira trdi qua mot trdn bao. Can ho
3LDKZ khd rong ddi véi mot ngudi doc than, nhung cdc phong déu bj ai d6
x@i tung 1én. Sayama vira deo ging tay vira nhin quanh. Quéan do déu bj 16i
ra t t ding va cac hoc dung d6, veong vai trén san. Gid sach hdu nhw
khong con cudn nao. Hoc ban cung bi kéo tudt ra, bén trong tr6ng khong,
d'6 dac da bi ném ra hét.

“Pén ta lanh cling bi lyc tung.” Taniguchi néi.

“Chéc hung thi mudn tim kié¢m gi d6?”

“C6 vé vdy. Nhwng t6i nghi hién treong vu an 1a noi khac.”

“Chéc khong phai tai day roi. N&u Nishina bi giét & ddy, hung tha chéng
c6 1y do gi d€ mang xac chét t&i bai ddu xe cd. Hung thi mu6n gidu hién
treong vy an nén méi ¢6 tinh di chuyén t thi.”

“Vay han mang t thi t&i khu nay réi tién th€ luc tung nha 1én sao?”

“Chéc th&. Hung thd 1am bao nhiéu viéc nhw th& nay ma hiang x6m
khong hé hay biét. Hin ta chéc c6 tinh c4ch vo ciing than trong.”

“Van dé 12 hin c6 tim thay thi ¢an tim chwa?”

“Chiing ta ¢c6 manh m&i gi khong nhi?”

“To1 chgng 10 céi nay c6 phai 1a manh m&i hay khong... Nhung ciu thw
qua day xem.”

Hai ngwoi cung di vao phong khach. Trén ban cé bd bai cung gat tan.
Taniguchi chi vao céi gat tan do6.

“Cau thd’y da'u vét c6 gid'y bi d6t chir?”

«O1”

Hinh nhr ¢c6 mdt manh gidy bi vo tron roi dot trong gat tan, da vun
thanh tro den.

“Dwong nhw ¢6 chir gi d6 sét lai. S€p doc dwore khong?”

Con vai chit van doc dwge. La A, B va ca C trong bang chi cdi. Phan con
lai t6i cling khong rd. T6i dinh giri cho bén phong gidm dinh.”

“A, B, C a. C6 khi ngwoi d6t gid'y 1a chinh Nishina chang?”

“T6i cling nghi vdy. Kha nang do hung thu d6t kha thap.”

“Vi néu 1a hung thii, hin c6 th€ mang theo ngudi roi tim ldc thich hop
tha ti€u nhi.”



“Vy giét ngudi A B C a. C6 vé khé nhin ddy.”
Taniguchi rat mét 14 bai, 14t ngira trén ban. D6 1a quan Joker v&i nu cuoi
chang lanh.
%

Sang d6, Sayama thudc ddi diéu tra s6 1 ctia cuc canh sat, cung Yano
thudc s& canh sat Komae da t&i cong ty Cong nghiép ning MM. Yano kém
Sayama chin tudi, vin trong do tudi ddi mwoi. Cau ta khd cao rdo luc
lwong. Poi mét von sic sdo hom nay lai cang sdng r&, chic hung phan khi
Tan d4u tham gia di€u tra 4an mang.

“Chuyén nay kho ly giai nhi. Khong rd Nishina quay vé t Osaka vi
nguyén c& gi?”

Tai phong ti€p khach cia cong ty MM, trong khi cho ngwoi tdi, Yano
thAp giong hdi. Cin phong nhd chi dd bon chidu redid, nhuwng c6 cdch am.
B0 ban ti€p khach cling khong tdm thwong. Ngoai phong nay, cdng ty con
c6 mot sanh ti€p khdch x&p s&n mot hang dai ban ghé&’. Nhung khi Sayama
xung danh & quay ti€p tdn, mot nir nhan vién trong d6ng phuc xanh da troi
da dan ho t&i phong niy véi bi€u cdm hoi citng nhic. May cd gdi Ay
dwong nhw da biét vé vu an.

“Chéc gi Nishina quay vé roi mdi bi st hai? Ciing ¢6 kha niing anh ta bj
sat hai trwdc, sau do t thi dwore chd vé day.” Sayama tra 1o, giong con
nho hon Yano.

“Tc 1a Nishina bi gi€t & Osaka, xong hung thi mang xac vé Tokyo?”
Yano tron mét. “MAt cong qud. Sao hung thii lai phai 1am vay?”

“Cai do toi cling chwa ro. Chi la ciling c6 kha ndang nhw vay.”

“Em thi nghi 1a Nishina quay vé Tokyo tredrc roi méi bi sat hai.”

“Tuy cau théi.”

Néi r6i, Sayama khoanh tay lai, nhim mét. Anh con viéc khéc phai suy
nghi.

Sau khi xdc dinh nhén than ctia Nishina Naoki, canh sat 14p tirc lién lac
voi cong ty va gia dinh. Gia dinh Naoki s6ng cach d6 khong xa. Khi biét
cha nan nhéan 1a Toshiki, phé tong gidam d6'c thuwong tryc cda cong ty Cong
nghiép nang MM, Sayama thd’y diéu nay cling hop 1y. Anh ting nghe vé
nha Nishina.



Toshiki dwoe goi d&€n d€ xac nhan danh tinh thi th€. Vira nhin qua, 6ng ta
13p tirc nhan ra con trai minh. Hoi thé Toshiki c6 phan gap gap, nhung do'i
dién v&i hoan canh thé ndy ma dng van gitt dwore thai do diém tinh dén khé
tin. Chi c6 tay phai si€t chat khan mui soa la run ray ca buoi.

“Cdac anh ¢6 manh m&i gi khdng?” Toshiki vira nhin tr thi viea hdi. Mot
vién canh sit tr 1o rang van dang diéu tra.

Toshiki nhin cham cham vién canh sit d6, néi ti€p: “Mong cdc anh nhanh
chong tim ra hung thii. Ching t6i s€ ¢6” hét strc horp tac.”

Sayama va dong nghiép cii dau, bo s& doc toan luc cd ging.

Trong khi d6, doi diéu tra ciing 18y dwoe thong tin quan trong twr phia
cong ty. Naoki dy dinh di cong tic & Osaka tv hom qua. Hinh nhw 1a di
nghe hoi thao quéc t& vé rdbdt. Biéu nay gidi thich loi khai ctia chi ndi trgr
hang x6m, ring Naoki r&i nha s¢ém hon ngay thwong.

Naoki chic hin da di Osaka, nhung ti thi lai dwoe tim thdy & Tokyo.
Ping nhw loi Yano, viéc nay khé cé th€ giai thich dwoec. Nhwng Sayama
con ban khodn mét di€u khac. Tai sao hung tha lai chon thoi di€m d6 d€ sat
hai Naoki? Nhw thé& cé thuan lgii gi cho hung tha sao?

Ti€ng go ctra vang 1€n. Sayama cat ti€ng tra 1o thi mot ngwoi dan 6ng
gan 40 tuoi budc vao. Trong 6ng ta gay yéu, vé mat xanh xao. Dl viy, anh
mét do xét nhin Sayama 4h chira tia sic sio.

Nguoi dan 6ng xin 16i vi bat Sayama phai cho roi dwa danh thiép ra. D6
la ph6 phong k& hoach phat tri€n, Hagiwara Toshio. Sayama thdy hoi la vi
Hagiwara la thudc c&p nhwng rd rang 1on tudi hon nan nhan Naoki. Viéc
nay chic do quyén luc ciia nha Nishina.

Sayama va Yano cting xung t€n roi di thr?lng vao vadn d€. Anh hdi Nishina
Naoki 12 ngudi the’ ndo. Hagiwara nghiéng cam trong gidy ldt roi néi: “Thi
that toi thd’y anh ta 1a ngwoi dang thwong.”

“Péng throng nghia 1a sao?”

“Anh ta & vi th& nhur vay, chic hin duoc than thich ky vong ra't nhiéu.
Nhung ky vong d6 ¢6 vé hoi qua strc anh ta.”

Sayama cam thdy ngwoi dan 6ng nay c6 cach dn néi nhiin nhwong ky la.

“Trong cong viéc thi anh ta thé€ nao?”

Sau khi Sayama hdi, Hagiwara lai nghiéng cam trong gidy 14t truedc khi
trd 1oi. C6 vé day 1a théi quen clia 6ng ta khi ¢ ging tém tit nhanh chéng



nhirng suy nghi trong dau.

“Hinh nhur... anh ta khdng quan tAm 1dm d&n cong viéc.”

“Thé& nghia la sao?”

“Anh ta hiu nhw nhdt minh trong phong riéng, it khi ra chd ching toi.
Khi ching t6i can héi y ki€n gi, anh ta déu bdo moi ngwoi tw quyét la
dwore. Anh ta cling cé doc bao cdo gwi 1én, nhwng thwong khong sira chira
hay bét 15i gi.”

“Viéc d6 khong anh hwdng gi dé€n cong viéc w?”

“Hién tai thi khong anh hwdng gi. Vi t6i cling ty minh ki€m tra ky lwong
roi.”

Hagiwara néi nhw ki€u ¢é minh thi khong can tredng phong ntra. Biéu
nay cang thé hién rd khi Sayama hoi thém veé ndi dung cong viéc.

“Nhan vién trong bd phan nghién ctru phat trién khéng chi chd tim
nghién ctru chuyén nganh, ma con tim hi€u nhitng dd'i twong cé the dwa vao
phat trien thye t&. Nhitng doi twgng &y sé dwoee chia thanh cac dy an to nho
khac nhau. Phong k& hoach phat tri€n sé quan 1y va diéu phdi cac dy an 2.
No6i dé hiéu thi giong nhac tredng dan nhac 4y. Nhirng nguoi chiu trach
nhiém cho moi dy dn s& bdo cdo cu th€ cho tdi. Néu tdi tha'y ¢ van dé gi
thi s& chi dao diéu chinh. Téi tin twdng ring cong viéc quan 1y kh4 sudn
sé.”

Cau cudi ctia Hagiwara tran ngap su tu tin.

“Vay anh Nishina hin khong gap van dé gi trong cong viéc dau nhi?”

“Chéc 1a khong dau.” Hagiwara ddp, lai nghiéng cam.

“Vay ngoai cong viéc, gan day anh 8y c6 gi khéc la khong?”

“Ngoai cong viéc ay a...”

Mit Hagiwara khé dong. Nhung dng ta chi im ling nhin anh chim chd.

“To1 nghi... Chrfmg co gi dau.”

“Xin 6ng hay néi thanh that. Pung 1a khong ¢6 gi chk?”

Yano dot nhién 1én giong. Sayama khé huych vao dau gdi Yano, ra hi€u
cho cdu ta im lang. Doa nat & day cling khong ich gi.

Sayama g6 dau biit bi vao cudn so vai [an, r'oi lai nhin Hagiwara.

“Tién day, ong c6 bi€t gi v€é chuy€n cong tic Tan nay cta anh Nishina
khong?”



“T6i nghe bado 1a anh ta di nghe hdi thao.”

“Hay c6 may chuy€n cOng tac nhw viy a?”

“Pung la c6 nhung hi€m khi tredng phong trgc ti€p tham gia. Anh ta
hau hét cho dam nhan vién tré di.”

“O1”

Sayama thdy tinh ti€t nay ra't dang chu y. Tai sao [an nay Nishina Naoki
lai dich than tham du?

“Anh Nishina thong bao vé chuyén cong tac khi nao vay?”

“Khi nao &y nhi...”

Hagiwara mé& cudn s& bia den dang cAm trén tay. Ong ta 14t ra trang nhat
trinh.

“Chéc 12 mdt tuan trirdc. Anh ta bdo s& di cong tic Osaka va & lai qua
dém, nén nho tdi trong nom cong viéc.”

“Viéc anh Nishina di cong tdc, ngoai 6ng Hagiwara thi con ai bi€t
khong?”

“Ta’t ca thudc cap déu biét. Ngoai ra thi t6i khong r6.”

“Ra viy. Con mdt chuyén ntra, t thi anh Nishina dwge tim thay gan nha
riéng & Komae. Ong c6 biét viéc gi khién anh ta thay d6i k& hoach, khong
nghi dém ¢ Osaka khong?”

Nhuwng Hagiwara 14p ttrc 1ic dau.

“To1 hoan toan khong bi€t gi vé viéc do. Anh ta da ma't cong ddt phong
khach san r61 ma.”

“Vay sao?”

Sayama khong thu thidp dwoc thém thong tin hiru ich tv Hagiwara, nén
bao Ong ta goi mot thude ca’p nao do tdi.

“Vay de’'toi goi ai d6 dang ranh tay.”

Hagiwara nhom nguwoi ddy. Sayama 1ién chi vao chiéc dién thoai n6i bd
dit & géc phong va néi: “Phién 6ng goi bang dién thoai nay.” Anh lam vay
d€ phong treong hop Hagiwara bit miéng thudc cap.

Hagiwara hoi lwong Iy, nhung cling dung céi dién thoai &y d€ goi nhan
vién phong minh. Ong ta bdo mot nam nhan vién tén Kasai s& t&i.

Nam phit sau, Kasai d&€n phong ti€p khach. Nghe néi anh ta nhé hon
Naoki hai tudi, m&i ngoai 30. Tuy nhién Sayama cam tha’y Kasai trong nhw



vira tot nghiép dai hoc. Khudon mat khdong qua tré con, nhung dwong nét
thanh thoét, trong van khd non ndt.

Hagiwara d@ng lén, roi khdi phong. Thay vao d6, Kasai ngdi xudng
trrd'c Sayama va Yano.

“Xin 16i vi ]am phién anh ldc dang lam viéc.”

Sayama néi, nhwng Kasai khong dap lai cau &y, ma hdi ngay véi vé hi€u
ky: “Khong phai tredng phong bi tén cwedp nao d6 tan cdng sao?”

bung nhw vé ngoai, anh chang nay thudc dién mau m'6m mau miéng.

“Chuing t0i van chwa bi€t. TA't nhién, cling khong loai trir kha ning &y.”

Sayama trd loi vay, nhung thye ra anh va @ong nghiép khong nghi Naoki
bi trém cwdp tdn cong. Néu la trdm cwdp don thuan thi khong c6 1y do gi
de€ di chuyén tir thi. Ngoai ra, thoi gian phong doan tir vong 1a khoang 7 gio
t6i qua. D1 v&i phuong trom cip thi gior d6 qua som.

“Ma t6i cling khdng ngo’ tredng phong lai bi sat hai. Khong r6 r'oi s€ ra
sao day.” Kasai phat bi€u cam twdng sdo mon v&i vé mat budn ba.

Sayama ti€p tuc hdi nhirng ciu tredrc d6 da hdi Hagiwara. Cau trd lovi clia
Kasai c6 sic thdi hoi khéc.

“Pung la tredng phong Nishina chi nhw bu nhin thoi. Tuy nhién tredng
phong khong chu tam vao cong viéc vi ly do khéic.”

“Y anh 14 sao?” Sayama thic giuc.

Kasai yéu cau ho dirng tiét 10 ring anh ta néi nhitng 1 ndy, r'éi tiép tuc.

“Ph6 phong nhiéu khi c& tinh ¢6 14p tredng phong d6. Pung la khong
hay ho gi khi ngwoi it tudi hon minh lai 1a cap trén. Nhung trong cong viéc,
to1 nghi cing nén chiu dyng di€u d6. Pho phong Hagiwara mudn moi
ngudi nghi rang phong k& hoach phat triéh nay do dng ta chong d6.”

“Né&u vay, quan hé gitra anh Nishina va dng Hagiwara khong tot 1im
nhi?”

“Piing vdy. C6 th& néi ho khd lanh nhat v&i nhau. A, nhung phé phong
hém qua & lai 1am viéc t&i khuya.” Dwong nhw nhéan thdy Hagiwara cé the
s€ bi tinh nghi, Kasai nhanh chong né1 thém.

Sayama cwoi kho gat dau, roi hai ti€p gan day xung quanh Naoki ¢6 gi
khac thwong khong. Lic anh hoi Hagiwara di€u nay, vé mat 6ng ta cling ¢6
mot chit thay doi. Nhwng bi€u hién cua Kasai rd rang hon.



Kasai redn ngwoi vE phia truede, thi tham: “Anh chwa nghe tw phé phong
sao? V€ em gdi tredng phong ay?”

“Em gai anh Nishina a? Chung t61 chwa nghe. C6 chuyén gi vay?”

Kasai hing giong, td v& nghiém trong roi mao dau: “Xin cdc anh dirng
de’16 1a téi k€ chuyén nay ra.”

Chuyén 1a vé em gai Hoshiko cta Nishina Naoki. Naoki da chtri bori mot
ga dwoc d6n 1a ng vién cho vi tri hon phu cia ¢6 nang.

“Trwédng phong ning 1o 1dm. DU anh 4y 13 nguwdi k& nghiép clia nha
Nishina, cting khong nén xen vao viéc hon nhan ciia em gai nhw vay.”

Kasai biu moi nhw thé’ d6 1a van dé€ ctia minh.

“Hwm, c6 chuyén d6 ntra a.”

Sayama nghi tinh ti€t nay ra't ddng chud y. Hon nhan cia Hoshiko s€ khé
dwore sudn sé n€u khong c6 sy dong thuan cia Naoki. Nhwng Naoki lai
phén doi.

Suenaga Takuya a.

Sayama cam thay bi thu hidt manh mé€ bdi céi tén d6, du chwa mot Tan
gdp mat.
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Tw khi dwore phan vé phong k& hoach phat trieén, Nakamori Yumie déu
dén cong ty lic 8 gior 10 phiit.

Cong viéc bat dau tir 8 gior 45, nén cd c6 nira tiéhg d€ lau don ban gh&’
hodc thay nwdc binh hoa. Yumie khong thdy nhitng viéc tap vu nhw vay
nham chédn. Vao ngay nghi cd cling thich ddy s¢m don phong.

Tuy nhién sdng hdm d6 Yumie khong phai lam nhirng viéc nay. Khi vira
vao phong thay d'6, c6 da nghe dworc mot tin dong trovi.

Nishina Naoki da chét. Va con la bi sat hai.

Yumie nghe tin vu an t ¢ dong nghiép Asano Tomoko vao codng ty
cung dot véii minh. P6i ma tron tria ciia Tomoko dd tng. Co6 ta vira thé hon
hén vwra ti€t 16 cho Yumie thong tin minh nghe dwgc. Nao 1a xac chét dwoc
tim thdy & bai ddu xe gan khu chung cw ctia Naoki, hay cac 1anh dao cong
ty dang hop dé€ ban bac s tinh...

“Khong th€ tin dwerc.” Yumie thi thao. “Sao anh Nishina lai ra ndng ndi
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nay...



Sdng d6, ngay sau khi gio 1am viéc bit dau, phé phong Hagiwara tap
hop ca phong lai, cong bd chinh thitc viéc Naoki bj sit hai. Ong ta nhic
nhé 13 cdnh nha bdo chic s& d&n hdi han vé vu viéc ndy, nén moi ngudi
khong dworc phat ngdn thi€u trach nhiém.

“Ddc biét co Nakamori Yumie chu y giup t61.”

Hagiwara nhin sang Yumie, 1ap tirc ddm nhan vién ciing chd muc vao 6.
Yumie gt dAu, mit cdi gdm.

Sau khi giai tdn, ddm nhan vién tré bit dau xdm lai ban vé vu 4n. Tiéng
n6i chuyén vang d&n bén tai Yumie.

“HOm qua tred'ng phong hin 12 di cong tac & Osaka. Ttrc anh ta bj sat hai
khi tr& vé Tokyo vao gitra khuya.” Kasai, ngwoi Ién tudi nhat trong dam
nhan vién dang tu tap, nho giong thi thao.

“Ban dau tredng phong dinh nghi lai Osaka ma. Vi hoi thdo qudc t& kéo
dai dén tdn hom nay.” Mot nhan vién khéc néi.

“Nén chic anh ta c6 viéc gi dot xuit. Néu khong chaalng co ly do gi tu
nhi€n quay lai Tokyo ca.”

Kasai vira n6i vira khoanh tay lai. Liic 4y, 4nh mét anh ta va Yumie giao
nhau. C6 vé hoi ling ting, anh ta ho mot tiéng rdi quay lai chd ng'di. MaYy
nhan vién khdc chid y d&n Yumie, 1tén im ldng ai vé chd niy.

Yumie cling quay v€ ban minh & phong bén canh. Bén ctra so la ban cia
Nishina Naoki. Su6t mdt nam nay, ludén chi cé cd va Naoki ngoi trong
phong nay.

Cong viéc cua Yumie la quan ly thoi gian lam viéc, tinh todn gio’ lam
thém cua nhan vién trong phong. Sau khi vao cong ty, c6 dwoc phan dén
phong thiét k& Nhwng mdt nam trwedrc, ddt nhién c6 dwgrec chuyén tdi phong
k& hoach phat tri€n nay. Chinh c6 cling khong bi€t 1y do.

Ngoai ra, Yumie ciing khong rd vi sao chi ¢ minh c6 ng'6i chung phong
v&i Naoki. Theo tin d@6n thi d6 13 y ctia Naoki. Moi ngwdi phéng dai rang
Naoki cé cam tinh v&i Yumie bén phong thiét k& nén da dwa c6 vé phong
minh. Nhén vién trong phong nhin ¢6 la la cling vi 1y do do.

Ta't nhién d6 chi la tin d6n. Sudt mot ndm nay, Naoki khong mét Tan to
thdi do thich c6. Ciing chwa trng moi ¢d di dn. Chi ¢6 doi I'n anh ta tédn gau
v&i cO vao gior gidi lao. Suy nghi mot chit cling thdy chuyén nay hi€n



nhién. Nguwoi thude ting 1op cao quy nhw Naoki khong the€ lwa chon mot ¢6
gai xua't than thon qué lai khdong qua xinh dep nhw Yumie.

Chinh Yumie ciing chwa tirng d€ y Naoki. Vi thé ctia hai ngwoi qua khac
nhau, tudi tdc cling chénh l1éch. Hon ntra, Naoki tao an twgng khé c6 the€
dén gan. Tham chi c6 the goi 1a khong ¢6 khe hé. Du d6i voi bat cir ai, anh
ta luén c6 vé nhw che gidu cam xuc that cua minh.

Tuy vy, Yumie nh& lai d6i ldc ¢6 ciling bj 16i cudn b&di sy diu dang thi
thoang nhin tha’y & Naoki. Khong r6 sy diu dang d6 1a gi.

Nghi dén day, Yumie chot thd’y c6 céi gi dang 1én trong I'6ng nguc. Co
hit thé that sau vai [an d€ kim nén lai roi m& may tinh trén ban lam viéc,
b4t d4u tinh todn chi phi cong tdc. LAm viéc v&i may méc gitip ¢d kiém ché’
cam xuc.

So v&i cac phong ban khac, phong k& hoach phat trién it di cong tac hon.
Tuy vay, hang thdng it nha't ciing ¢ vai ngwdi ndp don. Hau hét 1a trong
nodi thanh Tokyo, nhwng ciing ¢6 nhiéu ngwoi di Osaka hay Nagoya. Nhirng
treong hop 4y, Yumie s€ phai chuan bi vé mdy bay hodc tau cao tdc.

Yumie dung tay gd phim. C6 nhé dén lic Naoki thong bao di cong tac.
D6 1a vao mot tuan triedee.

“Ca di 13n vé déu bing tau cao tdc chit a?” Yumie hdi Naoki.

“U. Do ciing khong phai viéc gd'p. Chuy&n cdng tic nay tdi chi di nghe
héi thdo thoi.”

“Anh dinh tro mdt dém a? Pat khach san gan hoi treong c¢6 dwoc khong
a?”

Hoi thao quo'c t& duoc td chirc tai mdt tdoa nha gan Nakanoshima.

“A khong, c6 dit cho t6i mot khach san gan Shin- Osaka nhé. Vi tdi
mudn g hanh 1y tredc khi dén héi treong.”

“Em hi€u roi!”

Sau d6 Yumie chon khach san Osaka Green Hotel tor danh sach khach san
do cong ty chi dinh, gan khu vic Shin-Osaka.

Gio nghi lai, ¢6 thd’y hoi 1a la.

Naoki bdo minh can g&i hanh ly, nhwng mot ngwoi dan 6ng di cong tac
chi mot ngay thi chic hin khong nhiéu @6 nhw vay. Ngoai ra, hom sau anh
ta cling phai d&€n hdi thdo, nén khach san gin hdi treong khong phai s€
thuan ti€n hon sao?



Khong biét c6 lién quan gi dén vu dn khong? Nghi d&n d6, Yumie lic
dau. Chdc khong dau. Viéc anh ta dit phong & Shin-Osaka han chi la ngdu
nhién thoi.

Yumie lai gd phim ti&€p tuc 1am viéc, nhung trong dau van nghi vé Naoki.
C6 khong c6 nhiéu dip thong tha trd chuyén v&i anh ta, nhung doi ldc hai
ngwoi di vé cliing nhau mot doan dwong khi phai lam thém gio. Ban dau
ciing chi tdn giu vu vo, nhung vé sau ho c¢6 nhic dén chuyén nguoi yéu
hay hon nhan. Khi Yumie bdo hién tai khong suy nghi gi vé van dé do,
Naoki chi khé gat ddu. R6i anh ta dirng lai, nhin ¢d chdm chd nhw mudn
néi gi d6. Khi c6 hoi cé chuyén gi vay, anh ta bao khdng cé gi, r'oi lai di
ti€p. That sy Yumie da kha bdi rdi. D6 la Ian dau tién Naoki ¢ bieu cam
nhu vay.

Yumie khong con co hdi d€' biét lic &y Naoki mudn néi gi nwra.

Xong mdt phan cong viéc, Yumie budc ra hanh lang, d&€n phong udng
nwdc. Moi khi ranh tay c6 hay qua d6 nghi ngoi. Cong ty Cong nghiép
nang MM c6 trang bi ddy di mdy ban ca ph€ hoa tan, nén cic nhan vién nw
khong bi bit 1am cong viéc pha tra hay ca phé.

Yumie mé ctra phong udng nwde, tha'y ¢é ngwdi ngdi san trén cdi ghé’ &
goc phong. P6 1a mdt cd gdi Yumie quen biét. Vao gio’ nay, thwong sé cé ai
do trong phong.

“Chao chi.” Yumie ci't tie€ng.

Nhwng cd gai kia c6 vé dang mai suy tu gi do, thAm chi khong nhan ra
canh ctra d@ m¢&. Thé r'oi, khi thady Yumie, cd ta m&i kh€ hé moi phan tng.

“Chi sao vay?” Yumie hoi.

“Khong c6 gi, chi nghi ngoi chut thoi.”

No6i roi c6 ta dieng diy, ra khoi phong ma khong nhin sang Yumie 137y
mot Ian. Thwong ngay ho s€ néi hai ba cau bong dua v&i nhau.

C6 chuyén gi vdy nhi? Chi ta ho'i khdc thwong...

Nhin theo mdi téc dai cia Amamiya Yasuko, Yumie tham ngh.
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V¢ t&i can hd chung cue & Ogikubo, Takuya ngad uych xuéng giwong, trén
ngwoi van mic com 1&. Troi khong néng ma ca ngudi y todt md hoi. Hong



kho rit bat thwong, tim dap loan nhip. Ngim lai trang thdi ciing thang ca
ngay nay thi cing khong co gi la.

Moi chuyén thdt t0i té. Vira 1am bam, Takuya vira thao ca vat. Chiéu nay,
sau khi tré vé tir Nagoya, y thir ghé cong ty voi bo mat gid ngdy. Qua nhién
ca cong ty dang xOn xao. Nguwoi ctia ¢cong ty, con la con tredng cia nha
Nishina bj sat hai ma, moi ngwoi '6n ao cling dwong nhién thoi.

Tuy nhién, n€u theo k& hoach cia bon ho, hdm nay Céng nghi€p ning
MM dang 1€ phai '6n a0 vi cdi chét cia Amamiya Yasuko.

A Yasuko d6 van con song.

Nguwoi b sat hai lai 1a Naoki, chi mwu k& hoach tha tiéu Yasuko.

Moi chuyén thdt toi té. Takuya lai thi tham.

Takuya h'6i twedng sy viéc d€m qua. Trong khi di chuyén ti thi tai khoang
dat tr6ng & Atsugi, ho phat hién d6 la xac ctia Naoki. Sy kinh hoang trong
phit gidy d6 khong th€ dién dat biang 10i. Takuya va Hashimoto déu khong
the ¢t dong, nhw da bi dong bang. Cling khong the ca't 1oi.

“Bi danh trdo ldc nao vay?” Hashimoto hdi v&i vé mit cirng dor. Takuya
khong 16 ding tw “danh trao” & day cé thich hop khong.

“Lam sao toi biét dwoc? C6 diéu, chic chin tir ldc toi xudt phat &
Nagoya thi n6 da nhu vay roi.”

Khoéng th€ ¢ chuyén cdi xac bi danh trao gitra dwong.

“Thé sao lai ra ndbng ndi nay?”

“Chju.” Takuya lac d4u. “Hay bj Yasuko d4nh tr3... Chrfmg 1€ 1a thé™?”

Viéc Naoki bj sat hai qua rat la lung. Nhwng hung thd con bi€t quan te
thi vao chin roi dwa 1én xe. Tai sao hin ta lai 1am nhw vay?

“Khodng con cach nao khac.” Sau mot ldc im ldng, Takuya néi. “Tam thoi
phai virt cdi xac & dau do.”

“Hay la virt ludn & day?” Hashimoto run ray néi.

“Chd nay khong dworc.” Takuya khaalng dinh. “Cdi xdc la cia ngwoi khac,
nhung ta vAn phdi mang né vé Tokyo. Chic cinh sit s& nghi 12 Naoki ¢
viéc gd’p phai vEé, sau do bi sat hai.”

Vwra néi, Takuya vira nghi bung, khé ma hy vong canh sat suy ludn nhw
vay. Sau khi khdm nghiém thoi gian ti vong, canh sat s€ bi€t ngay Naoki bj
giét & Osaka hay Tokyo. Thyc sy, Takuya khang khang chuyén céi xac vé
Tokyo vi mudn day né that xa Nagoya, noi y & lai.



Nhung Hashimoto khong nhan ra y d6 thyc sy cta Takuya. Hén bj
thuyét phuc rang phai ché céi xdc vé Tokyo.

“Vay em phai chd né6 mot minh sao?”

“Tat nhién r6i.” Takuya ddp. “Cdi xdc thay d6i nhwng nhiém vu van
vay.”

‘Nhung em biét virt né & dau day?” Hashimoto mé&u mao.

“Trwdng phong hinh nhw cé thué nha & Komae. N&u gidu cdi xac dau d6
quanh nha, sdng mai ngwoi ta s€ phat hién ra thoi.”

Hashimoto 6m dau rén ri.

“Pdng 1€ chiing ta khong nén tham gia k& hoach nay. Bi dudi viéc van
hon la thanh t61 pham.”

Khi Hashimoto con dang than van, Takuya lién tim 14y g4y han.

“Pén lic nay dirng c6 khoc 16¢ nira. Trwedre hét phai that nhanh chéng xt&
1y cai xac. Thoi kéu ca va mau ché né di.”

Hashimoto gt d4u, 4anh mét vin day so hii. Takuya budng tay ra. Y tha'y
rudt gan nhw thiéu d6t khi phai d€ mot ké nhw Hashimoto dam nhan cong
viéc quan trong 1a th ti€u cdi x4dc. Nhwng khong con cdch nao khéc.

“Nh¢ cdu ca da’y, nhé dieng d€ ai phat hién ra. Oi, ma trude d6...”

Takuya luc 10i tdi 4o quéan cua Naoki. Phai 18y lai ban cam két d6. Ca to
gid’y mo ta dia diem trao doi céi x4c nura.

Tuy nhién...

Takuya khong tim ra hai to gid’y d6. Y thdy mau néng don 1én mat. Néu
chiing lot vao tay ké khac thi coi nhw xong doi.

“Té qud.” Takuya cén chit moi dudi. “C6 18 k& giét tredng phong da
cam di roi.”

“Co6 chuyén nhw vy sao?”

Hashimoto cling tdi mét mat may.

“Du sao chung ta khong th€ 1ang phi thém thoi gian. Khéi hanh théi.”

Takuya chui vao xe, khéi ddng may. Y quay xe ngang v&i xe Hashimoto
roi ha ctra kinh, ca't ti€ng: “Sau khi x& 1y cdi xac, cdu nho lau don cOp xe
nhé. Ngoai ra dirng d€ lai bang ching gi. Cau virt héa don cao toc chwa?”

“A, cdi nay phai khong? Em virt gior day.”



Hashimoto vo to’ héa don, xé vun r'd6i ném qua ctra s0 0 t6. Vun gid’y 14 ta
bay theo gio.

“Xong r0i, di thoi!”

Ca hai cung xud't phét. Sau khi di th:fmg xuéng hwdng Nam, Takuya theo
lan dudi vao cao to'c Toumei, Hashimoto theo lan trén.

Takuya roi cao tdc tir cOng ra Toyokawa. Y chay theo hwéng Nam, nhim
dén thanh phd Toyohashi. Sau khi veegt qua Toyohashi, y t&i ving tén 1a thi
trin Minato, tién vao nhitng con dwdng ching chit theo ghi chi ctia Naoki.
Nhin thd’y bién hiéu Xwdng gd Yamanaka va gara g4n do, y nhe cd nguoi.
Sau khi cho xe vao gara, Takuya di b0 ra ga tau. Y nhin dong h'd, by gio la
hon 5 gior sang.

C6 ba chiéc xe dang déu tai tram don taxi tredc nha ga. Ca ba tai x& taxi
déu kéo mii che mat, dang say nga. Takuya gd vao kinh tredc ctra mot xe,
déanh thirc tai x& r'6i nhanh chéng tréo 1én.

“Nho anh ché t¢i Nagoya.”

N6i r'6i, Takuya budng ngwoi xuéng ghé’.

Takuya vé t&i khach san ldc 6 gio 20 phdt. Y 1én vao phong, can thin
khong d€ ai nhin thdy. Qua mét mdi, y ném nguoi xuéng giwong. Takuya
nghi minh khé ma ngt dwoc lic nay, nhung cudi cung cling thi€p di mot
chit. Y tinh giac khi nghe tha’y ti€ng chudng dién thoai. D'ong h'6 chi diing
7 gior. Cudc goi bao thirc vo cuing chinh xac.

Takuya ch6ng than th€ nang né roi khdi givong. Lic &y, chudng dién
thoai lai reo, gidng nhw sang nay. Tim y nhw nay 1én. Takuya nudt nwdc bot
roi cam 18y dng nghe.

Nguwoi goi dén 1a Hashimoto.

Y gidgp mit Hashimoto & cOng ty roi, nhwng hai ngwdi vin chwa néi
chuyén riéng. Khong c6 co’ hdi lam the”.

“Hom qua em vat va 1dm d6.” Hashimoto lién néi, giong diéu niing né.
Hin ciing kiét sttc nhir Takuya, ¢6 khi con hon.

“Cau vut cai xac & bai diu xe nhi?”

“Vang. Ban dau em dinh dat cii xac ngoi trong xe, cho gidng anh ay bi
sat hai trong d6. Nhung khong lam dwoc, nén em virt cdi xac xuéng khoang
trong gilra hai xe. Ning 1dm d6.”



Giong diéu Hashimoto cdu kinh, nhw th€ chi ¢c6 minh hén lam cong viéc
nang nhoc. Takuya cling twdng twrong dwoe viéc dé va't va thé nao. Nhung
y nghi ching c6 1 do gi d& cdm on hay xin 15i.

“Khong ai thd’y ch?”

“Khoi can lo chuyén dé. Thé” anh Suenaga thi sao?”

“Moi viéc déu sudn sé. Toi da tra xe vao ding gara nha ngwoi than
tredng phong.”

“Viy a. A ma...” Hashimoto dung lai mot chiit, roi tiép tuc. “Yasuko van
con s6ng nhi.”

“VAn dang tung ting.” Takuya tra 151. “A ta ciing xin nghi phép hém qua
thi phai?”

“Puing vay. Chic 12 d&n Osaka theo 10 moi ctia tredng phong.”

“Pdng 1€ 4 phai bi giét & Osaka. Khong 1€ gi€t ngwore lai ngwoi tdn cong
minh?”

“Kho c6 kha nang d6.”

“Trwdng phong 1€ nao lai cau tha d€n vay.”

“Nhung néu gia thuy&t do la sy that, 4 da bi€t chdng ta cung thuyén voi
tredng phong roi.”

Hashimoto dang nhic t&i ban cam két do.

“Ching ta phai chuan bi tinh thdn cho kha nang a%y.”

“Vang. Thyce ra t61 qua, tredre khi ném céi xac, em da thir vao nha tredng
phong luc tim ban cam ké&t. Em c¢6 mang géang tay nén khong lo d€ lai dau
v€t, nhung ra't cang théng so’ hang x6m phat hién. Pang ra em khong nén
lam vay, chi ¢an vt cai xac roi chu6n luén.”

Giong Hashimoto lai ddy nudi ti€c, nhung Takuya phot 1o, hdi don:
“Nhung khong tim ra a?”

“Khong. Em da tht tim trong ti quan 4o hay hoc dwng d6. Ngoai ra cling
khong thay ban k& hoach giét nguoi. Chic tredng phong tiéu hity roi.”

“Ban k& hoach thi chic trwéng phong di xit ly. Anh ta 12 ngwoi than
trong ma. Nhwng ban cam két cling khong thdy sao?”

“Chéc tredng phong mang theo bén minh. Nén c6 th€ bj hung thi 1y

ma’t roi.
“Chéc vay.”



“Ching ta lam gi bay gio?” Hashimoto lai néi y&€u &t. “Thét bwc minh!”

“Con biét lam gi day? Trudc hét chi c6 cach tim ra hung thd. Nghi k¥,
néu ban cam két lot vao tay hung thd thi vin con may. Hén ta chic sé
khong giao ndp cho canh sat dau.”

“Liéu c¢6 sao khong nhi? C6 khi ndo hin gii nic danh cho canh sit
khong?”

“Chéc khong dau. Lam vy ciing khong c6 1o gi cho hung thi ci. Ngoai
ra hin cling so d&€'lai da'u vét trén thw nira.”

“Néu vay thi con dwgce... Ma anh dinh lam th& nao d€ tim ra hung thu
day?”

“Bét dau tir Yasuko thoi. Chiing ta khong dwoc rovi mét khéi 4 ta. Chic &
c6 biét gi d6.”

“Anh n6i phdi. Ma tién the...” Hashimoto I nhi. “Tim ra hung tht r'6i anh
dinh lam gi? Ma con phai giai quyét Yasuko nira.”

Takuya thé dai qua 6ng nghe r'6i ¢6 tinh lang di: “Tim ra hung tha r'oi
tinh ti€p.”

Sau khi bd 6ng nghe xudng, Takuya lai ndm ra giwong. PAu y ludh quan
bao nhiéu thir, khdng th€ ngung suy nghi. Chuyén Yasuko, roi con ban cam
két...

Gia sw ké sat hai Naoki khong phai la Yasuko, thi tai sao hung thu lai biét
k& hoach giét nguwdi clia ho? Chic chin 12 hin c6 bigt. B&i vay hung thi
maoi dwa xac Naoki 1én xe van, ddu & di€m hen.

Hung thu da biét k& hoach gié€t Yasuko ngay tw dau w?

Takuya gai dau. Y chot nhé dé€n cau hdi cia Hashimoto. Tim ra hung tha
roi thi lam gi...

Viéc ré nhw ban ngay, Takuya thdm nghi. M&y hom trede y da quyét
thanh ké gi€t ngwoi d€ bao vé ban than.

Y khong dinh thay doi phwong cham do.

Chgt chudng ctra réo 1én, Takuya lai nhom day khdi giwong. Trwede khi
m& cira, y trong qua 10 nhom xem d6 12 ai. C6 hai ngwoi dan ong dang
dirng bén ngoai. Mot nguwdi tré tudi véi 4nh mét cdu kinh, ngudi con lai
dwong nhw hon Takuya vai tuGi.

Chdng [é... Takuya ngd ngo mé ctra. Pung nhw du dodn, ngwdi dan éng
1&n tudi hon ty gidi thiéu.



“Chung t0i 1a ngwoi ctia sé& canh sdt. Xin 16i 1am phién anh mudn thé
nay, nhung chiing t6i mudn hoi chit chuyén.”
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Y trong ti mi, nhwng co khi bat ngo lam chuyén liéu linh. P6 1a an twong
clia Sayama vé Suenaga Takuya. P6i mit nhd, cim nhon. Loai ngwdi nhin
ngoai rat khé doan dinh y nght.

Khi dwgrc hdi vé Nishina Naoki, Takuya nhiu may, néi voi vé hdi tiéc:
“Anh ta 1a ngwoi s€ ganh vac cong ty sau nay, vay ma...” Nhirng 101 nay ¢6
vé sdo mon. Nhwng khong riéng gi Takuya, nhirng nhan vién cong ty ma
Sayama da hoi chuyén déu the hién thai do nhw vay.

“Hom nay ching t6i d&€n day la mudn hdi chuyén gitra anh va c6 Nishina
Hoshiko. Tin ¢6n anh la (rng vién hon phu cda c6 ta la that ch@?”

Vwra ndi, Sayama vira quan sat vé mat Suenaga. Y t0 vé tho’ o, nhwng
bi€u cam cé gi thay doi.

“Cac 6ng hai vay, tdi chi ¢6 cach tra 1o 1a khong thoi.” Takuya cham rai
tra loi nhw dang lya chon t ngtr ky cang.

“Vay nghia la sao?”” Yano héi lai.

“Tdi chwa nghe ai néi ring minh 14 ng vién ca. Nhung t6i khong phi
nhan minh thi thoang c6 gap c6 Hoshiko.”

“Toi hi€u roi. Tirc 12 hai ngwoi dang hen ho, nhung van chwa dé cip dén
hén nhan?” Sayama hai.

Nhung Suenaga ldc dau phd nhan: “Thuc ra khong d&n mikc 4y dau. Toi
chi 1a mot trong nhirng ngwoi mua vui cho ti€u thw thoi.”

“Vay ma cong ty lai ddy tin d6n v€é hai ngwoi. Anh con bi anh Nishina
Naoki qué trach vé van dé nay ntra nhi?”

Takuya td v& ngac nhién nhw dinh néi: Ong biét hét roi a? R6i y ding
ngon Gt gai sau tai, thd dai, c6 vé tir bd y dinh che gidu.

“Trwéng phong méing toi 12 thidu cin than, din dén tin don linh tinh.”
Suenaga noi.

“Chi c6 vay thoi sao? Theo chiing t6i nghe dwoc, anh ta con néi 1a khdng
d6ng ¥ mdi quan hé gitra anh v&i ¢d Hoshiko thi phai?”

Sayama vira nhin sO tay vira liéc méat trong 1én Suenaga. Trong tich tic, y
né 4nh mét di, nhwng 14p tirc nhin lai.



“Trwdng phong ndi s€ tim chdong cho em gai, nén khong mudn bj don
dai linh tinh.”

“N6i céch khac, anh Nishina khong cha’p nhan anh la d6i twong cda cd
Hoshiko?”

“DPung vay, nhung...” Suenaga nhun vai roi gai dau. “That sy vé phan
minh, tdi rd't sing s6t. B&i nhw da ndi lic trwde, cd Hoshiko khdng coi
trong t6i d&€n mic &y dau. Nhung t6i cling phan nao thong cam v&i tredng
phong.”

Cho nén, toi khong thit odn Nishina Naoki hay coi anh ta la vat cdn ddu.
Duwong nhr Suenaga mudn néi diéu nay.

“Tw gior anh tinh sao? C6 dinh sé€ it 1ién lac v&i ¢d Hoshiko khong?”

“Piéu do toi cling khdng biét. Truedc gior, toi hdu nhw khdng chid dong
maoi ti€u thwe di choi. Lan nao ti€u thw cling goi to6i ma.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi. Vay la phu thude vao cd Hoshiko?”

“Puing the.” Suenaga khé nhim mét, ha't cam.

Sayama dung but bi ghi chép vao s& tay. Sau d6 anh c& y hdi thém bang
giong diéu nhw dang ti€n hanh tha tuc.

“Con mot cau cudi thoi. Anh cé th€ cho bi€t hoat dong ctia minh tdi qua
duoc khong? Cang chi ti€t cang tot.”

Suenaga im lang mot h'6i roi thé dai: “Chirng cr ngoai pham 'y a.”

“Pung vdy. Hom qua anh di 1am nhw binh thwong ch?”

“Khong.” Suenaga néi. “HOm qua toi di cong tac & Nagoya.”

“Cong tac & Nagoya?”

Sayama bd't gidc quay sang d6i mat v&i Yano. Naoki di cong tic &
Osaka, con Suenaga thi & Nagoya.

“Anh di tw sang a?”

“Ta’t nhién roi. T61 d€n gap mot cong ty tén la Co’ khi Meisai, lam viéc
ca ngay voi ho.”

“Anh & cong ty &y t&di may gio?”

“That ra t6i con dwe'c moi an tdi niva. Chiing t6i xong bira khoang 10 gior
t0i. Sau do tdi tro lai khach san Nagoya Central Hotel.”

“Ttc la anh tro lai Nagoya mot dém?”



“Vang. Tw sang som hém nay, ti lai t&i cong ty Co khi Meisai d€ hoan
thanh ndt phian viéc con lai. Sau d6 quay vé Tokyo, ghé cong ty d€ bao céo
cOng viéc. T6i vira vEé nha ldc ndy. No6i that t6i dang kha mét.”

Suenaga xoa bop vai, trong nhw cd tinh ra vé.

“Xin 18i vi 1am phién anh. A, chuy&n cong tic niy c6 ba't ngd khéng?”

“Ciling khong ba't ngo gi. Puoc quyét dinh tv mot tuan trede r'oi.”

“MOt tuan tredre a.”

Khi Sayama héi thong tin lién lac cta cong ty Co khi Meisai, Suenaga
lién dwa ra mot to danh thi€p. P6 1a danh thi€p cla tredng phong ky thuit,
nguwoi cing lam viéc v&i y sudt ca ngay.

“Phi€n anh cho t61 mwon nhé.” Sayama néi roi cam 187y danh thi€p.

T&1 hom d6, to diéu tra hop tai tru s& chinh cua s& canh siat Komae.
Hanh déng cua Nishina Naoki k€ tor hom qua dwoc ghi 1én bang den.

6 gio sdng: Ro'i khdi nha

11 gio sdng toi 4 gior chiéu: Tham gia hoi thdo quoc té

6 gio toi: Nhdn phong tai khdch san Osaka Green Hotel

“Va tir thi dwore tim thdy lic 7 gio’ sdng nay, tai bai dau xe gan chung cw
clia anh ta.”

Thanh tra Taniguchi thudc d6i di€u tra s6 1 cia cuc canh sat dwa mét
nhin ta't cd nhan vién dang tap trung & day, nhu mudn hdi xem c6 y kién gi
khong.

“Thoi gian t¢ vong dwoe wde tinh ra sao a?” Mot vién canh sat dia
phrong day dan kinh nghiém héi.

“Theo 1o phé gido sw phap y Ando thi vao khoang 5 gio’ chiéu toi 8 gior
t6i qua. Chi tiét phdi cho k&t qua gidi phiu, nhung chéc ciing khong sai
léch nhiéu.”

“Néu vay, hién treong vu an hin 13 & Osaka.” Mot vién canh sat khac 1én
ti€ng.

“Chéc th&". Vi nan nhan c¢6 mit & Osaka ldc 6 gio’ chiéu. D6 dac chia anh
ta van d€ & khéch san. Hon nita, trong tdi 40 ngoai cia Nishina con c6 chia
khéa khach san.”

“Né&u th&, c6 khi hién treong nam khd gan khéch san.”

“RAat c¢6 kha nang. Ngay mai toi s€ cr ma’y nguoi téi Osaka.”



Yano ng'6i canh Sayama lién gio tay 1én: “Ngwoi nhian phong khach san
liéu c6 dung 1a Nishina khong a?”

Taniguchi khéng nhin Yano, ma trdng sang Sayama, trd loii: “Toi da g
&nh t&i canh sdt Osaka nho x4c minh r6i. Nhan vién 1€ tAn c¢6 vé nhé khé
r0. Pung 1a Nishina nhin phong.”

“Tri nh¢& t6t quéa vay?” Sayama ndi, bdc trie bay td cam nghi. Vi tri nhé
cta con nguoi ¢6 khi khong dang tin cdy.

“T6i cling nghi ngo' di€m d6 nén da xac minh thém. Lic lam thd tuc,
Nishina d4 yéu ciu duoc chon phong. Lic d6 c6 vai phong trong nén 1€ tan
da héi anh ta mudn phong nao. Nishina tra 1o 1a phong cang xa thang may
cang tot. Sau d6 1€ tan sdp xé&p cho anh ta ding nhu mong mudn. Do cudc
d61 thoai nay ma ho nhé rd Nishina.”

“O... Nishina ltic nao ciing mudn phong nhw vdy hay sao?”

“Khong ro nira. Nhung nghe néi thi thodang cling ¢ khach nhw vdy.”

D11 sao, chic chin 12 chinh Naoki nhan phong.

“T6i xin ¢ y ki€n.” Shindo, mot si quan tré thudc nhém cua Taniguchi,
khé gio tay. “Tt thi dwgc tim thdy & Tokyo la do hung thi van chuyén hay
sao?”

“Ro 1a vay roi.”

Nguwoi tra loi khong phai 1a Taniguchi ma 1a vién canh sat day dan kinh
nghiém kia. Taniguchi im ldng gt dau.

“Khong 6 muc dich ctia hung thu 1a gi khi ma't cong lam vay. Néu mudn
che gid'u hién trrong gy 4n, hin ta ciing khong ¢an ché cdi x4c tir Osaka
veé tan Tokyo. Chi can ném vao trong nui hodc ra vinh Osaka la dwgc.”

“C6 khi nao hung thi mudn ching ta nghi Nishina bj sat hai & Tokyo
khong nhi?” Ai d6 ca't ti€ng.

“Chéc khong c6 chuyén d6 dau.” Shindo 1ap tirc pht nhan. “R4t nhiéu
ngwoi lam ching Nishina Naoki ¢c6 mat & Osaka. Vira t6n stec vira ton hao
tinh than ma lai khong hiéu qua.”

“Tém lai, n€u ching ta biét tai sao hung thu ché cai xac dén Tokyo thi s€
rd chan twdng vu an.” Taniguchi 1dm bam nhw dang ddc thoai r'éi nhin sang
Sayama va Yano. “Quan hé ctia Nishina v&i moi ngwoi xung quanh thé&
nao?”



Pau ti€n, Sayama thut lai nhirng gi nghe dwgrc hom nay ¢ cong ty Cong
nghi€p nang MM. V& mit cong viéc, Naoki dwong nhw khdong c6 mau
thuin gi v&i dong nghiép. Néu néi qud 1én, thi chi cé tin d6n phé phong
Hagiwara dang &m muu loai tree Naoki.

“Nghe n6i vi tri tredng phong dang 1€ thudc vé Hagiwara, nhwng gitra
chirng c6 mot anh chang tré ming tir chd khidc chen ngang. Ong ta hin
khong vui vé gi.”

Sau khi vao cong ty, Nishina Naoki duwgec cho lam nhiéu vi tri khac nhau
de trai nghiém, r'oi dwoc dac cach bo nhiém lam tredng phong k& hoach
phat trien.

“Tuy nhi€n Hagiwara c6 mat & cong ty ca ngay. Khong the€ gy an dwoc
dau.”

“Ngoai ra dong co’ ciia 6ng ta cling khdng di manh. Du xét cho cung,
dong co’ @ manh hay khong thi nguoi ngoai cling khé doan dinh.”

Taniguchi 1am bam mdt minh r'6i ra 1énh cho Sayama: “Cau néi vé trng
vién hon phu cua Nishina Hoshiko di.” Taniguchi da dwgc bdo cdo vé
Suenaga.

Sayama k& v€ Suenaga Takuya xong, khuén mat ca to diéu tra déu bi€n
sdc.

“Con r€ cua tong giam doc twong lai a! Vay la chudt sa chinh gao r6i.”
Trwdng canh sat dia phwong cd tinh dung cach néi dang thinh hanh.

“Co Nishina Hoshiko hinh nhw khéng cling me v&i Naoki.”

Sayama ngac nhién trede loi cia Taniguchi. L'an dau anh nghe chuyén
nay.

“Luc nay cdu Shindo m&i diéu tra.” Taniguchi nhin sang Shindo. Cau ta
1ién dirng 1én.

“Truedrc day, Nishina Toshiki k€t hon véi ba Mitsui Fumiko, mdt nhan
vién cta cong ty Cong nghiép ning MM. Ho c¢6 mot dira con la Naoki,
nhung chgng bao 14u thi ly hén. Lic d6 ba Fumiko da gianh nuéi dira tré.
Ching t6i van dang diéu tra hai ngwoi &y da thda thuin th& nao. Ly hon
dwge hai ndm, Toshiki di budc nira, 18y v hai tén 1a Yamamoto Kiyomi.
Cach ddy mot nam, ba Kiyomi da qua doi do bénh tit. Ho ¢6 hai dira con.
Mot 1a ¢6 Munakata Saori da két hon va chuyén sang ho ch'dng, ngwoi con
lai chinh 1a Nishina Hoshiko ma ching ta dang nhic d&n. Nhung Toshiki



mudn c6 con trai nd1 doi. Khi dwore tin ba Mitsui Fumiko gap tai nan qua
doi, 6ng ta da 1ap tirc lam thd tuc nhan nudi Naoki. Khi d6 anh ta moi 15
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tuoi.

“Qua nhién 6ng ta mudn co con trai d€ ndi doi co’ nghiép nha Nishina.”
Vién canh st day dan kinh nghiém néi.

“Cho con trai ti€p quan co’ nghiép, d¢ ch'ong con gdi l1am tror thu. K&
hoach cia Nishina Toshiki la vdy.” Taniguchi n6i thém. “Do sy tinh do,
Naoki m&i néi rang minh s& trr chon lira ch'ong cho em gai.”

“Hoshiko thi sao nhi? Thoi dai bay gid, cdc c6 ching chiu ngdi yén theo
sip dit cta gia dinh dau.”

“To1 cung nghi vay.” Taniguchi gat dau. “Chung ta can di€u tra thém mot
chit vé van d€ nay. Ca quan hé gitra Suenaga va Hoshiko nwra. Theo nhw
Suenaga thi ho chi 1a ban be choi boi thoi, khdng ¢6 chuyén y 1a ¢ng vién
hén phu cua c6 nang.”

“That khong nhi?” Canh sat tredng dia phwong lic ndy néi cau “chudt sa
chinh gao” 1én ti€ng, giong di€u mia mai.

“Néu Suenaga c6 tham vong dé thi sy toOn tai ctia Naoki qua la tré ngai
16n.” N6i roi canh sat tredng dia phwong hdi Taniguchi. “Chirng cr ngoai
pham cua Suenaga ra sao?”

“C6 chirng cr ngoai pham.” Sayama trd 1oi. “Suenaga di cOng tdc tai
Nagoya tir hdm qua t&i sdng nay.”

“Nagoya a...” Canh sét tredng khé IAm bam. “Nhwng viéc Suenaga ciing
di cOng tac ra't dang lwu tam.”

Taniguchi chdng khuyu tay 1€n ban hop, tay dan vao nhau tredc mit.

“Néu y & Nagoya thi khong c¢6 kha nang gay an.”

“Theo lovi khai ctia Suenaga, t6i d6 y lam viéc v&i d61 tdc dén 10 gio.”
Sayama noi.

“10 gior a. Vay y khong the gdy an dwore.” Taniguchi théd dai. Tuy nhién
gwong mit dng to vé van chura hoan toan bj thuyé&t phuc, tréng nhw van bin
khoan di€u gi.

Sayama cling vay.



Sang hom sau, Yumie t&i cong ty thi thd'y vai vién canh sat cling da dén.
Ho dang luc sodt ban ghé& va ti d6 cia Naoki. CO cling bi€t canh sat s€ tim
dén phong lam viéc clia minh, nhwng khong ngo lai dot ngdt nhw vay.

Khong con céch nao khac, Yumie sang phong bén canh lam viéc. Sau khi
kham xét phong xong, ho lai goi ¢6 tr¢ vé. Co ng6i & ban ti€p khach, doi
dién v&i hai vién canh sat. Khong thd’y nhirng nhéan vién diéu tra khac dau.

Vién cdnh sit tén Sayama hdi Yumie vé hoat dong cia Naoki gan day,
nhw ¢6 ai khong lién quan cong viéc goi dién t&i hodc Naoki c6 gi khac la
khong. Yumie khong thdy c¢6 gi ba't thwong nén da trd 1o vady. Sayama cé
hoi tha't vong, r'oi hoi ti€p: “Co la ngwoi lam thd tuc cho anh Nishina di
cong tac phai khong?”

Yumie khé gat dau.

“Co c6 thdy diéu gi khac thwong khong? Vi du anh ta c6 chi thi gi dic
biét khong?”

“Khoéng. Chuyén d6...” Yumie ddp, nhung lai syc nhé. “A ma...”

“C0 nho ra diéu gi a?” Sayama héi.

Lic d6, vién canh sat tré tudi ngdi canh Sayama chot 1€n ti€ng: “Mau tra
loi thanh that di.” Yumie bat gidc thu minh lai. Ga canh sat Yano nay ngay
tr Pdu da nhin cd v&i danh mét dd ngau, that khé chju. Anh méit nhw mot
con thu hoang doi khat.

Cdu im lgng chiit di, Sayama li€c mét ra hiéu cho Yano. Sau d6 anh nhin
lai Yumie, m&m méng hédi: “La chuyén gi vay?”

Yumie hoi ban khoan, nhwng cudi cung ciing k€ viéc dat khach san cho
Naoki. C6 nghi dit chd gan hoi treong thi thudn tién hon, nhwng Naoki lai
mudn phong gan Shin-Osaka. Sayama td vé cuc ky quan tam t&i chi ti€t
nay.

“Anh Nishina mudn dat phong gan Shin-Osaka a. Anh ta khong néu tén
khach san nao cu thé sao?”

“Khéng a.” Yumie tra 101.

Sayama t6 vé nghi ngoii mot h'oi roi hoi ti€p: “Ngoai ra ¢6 ¢4 ngo’ vuc
diéu gi nira khong?”

“C6 diéu nay... Du cung khong hin 1a nghi ngo’ gi”

Yumie néi rao tredre r'oi ti€p tuc: “To6i nhé 1a anh &y cham chid nhin cuén
lich gio’ tau chay rat 1au. Lich cia tau cao tdc 8y.”



“Chic mudn xem gio thu d€ di cong tic budi sang thoi chix gi?” Vién
canh sat Yano ndi, giong to dé€n chdi tai.

“C6 th€ nhw vdy. Nhung t6i da ki€m tra gior tau chay va bdo lai cho
tredng phong roi. Nén anh ta khong viéc gi phai xem lai.”

“C6 ding la anh Nishina nhin lich chay cta tau cao t6'c khong?”

Puoc Sayama hoéi, Yumie lién gat dau.

“T6i chic chin. Vi trong cudn lich tau chay 4%, chi ¢c6 muc clia tau cao
tdc 12 khdc mau nén ra't dé nhan ra.”

“Ra vay.”

Sayama lién tuc git gu roi vi€t gi dé vao sO tay. Yumie cling thd'y nhe
nhom vi tri nh¢ ctia minh gidp ich dwec chat it.

“A tién ddy...” Sayama déng s& tay roi nhin cd. “T6i ¢ nghe ma’y hom
tredre te phd phong. Co6 tr bd phan khac chuyén t&i day tr mia thu nam
ngodi phai khong?”

“Vang...”

Trong dau Yumie hién 1én gwong mit cia Hagiwara. That 1a ké 14m
miéng, ndi ca chuyén dau dau.

“Theo t6i dwore bi€t, [an thuyén chuyén &y kha dot ngdt. Co cé nghe anh
Nishina nhéc gi vé chuyén d6 khong?”

“Khong, tdi khong biét gi hét. Ma chuyén dé c6 lién quan t&i vu an Tan
nay sao?” Yumie hdi lai.

“A khong, t0i khong c¢6 ¥ vay. Chi mudn sdp x&p lai trong ddu cdc moi
quan hé cda anh Nishina thoi.” Sayama bién giai roi dirng 1én.

Sau khi dwgre maYy vién canh sat cho di, Yumie roi khoi phong, dinh dén
phong uéng nwdc. Nhwng dang budc trén hanh lang, c6 nghe ai goi tw phia
sau. CO ngoai dau lai thi thdy Sakai Gorou trong dong phuc cong nhan
dang t&i gan.

“Khde chir?” Anh ta hdi.

“Vang, em cling khoe.”

“Chung ta 1€n trén chut nhé.”

Gorou chi ngén cdi 1€n trén, Yumie li€én gat dau. Phia trén ho 1a fang
thwong toa nha cong ty.

Binh thuwong ¢6 nhiéu nguoi 1én ddy d€ choi bong chuyén. Tuy nhién
chic do vu 4n clia Naoki, hdm nay khong thdy béng d4ng ai. Yumie theo



chan Gorou, di d€n hang rao.

“Em chic va't va vi cdi chét cia anh Nishina 14m.” Gorou néi.

“Vang.” Yumie gat dau. “Luc nay em cling phdi gdp canh sat.”

“Canh sat a? BD&n em ciing bi diéu tra sao?”

“Khong han dieu tra, ho chi hdi chuyén mot chit thoi. Do em lam thu tuc
cho tredng phong di cong tdc ma.”

“A ra vay.” Gorou git gi1, r'oi néi ti€p. “Dii sao thi em ciing va't va roi.”

“A vang, cling tam tam.”

“Vay ldc nay c6 1€ anh khdng nén nhiéu 1oi khién em ban tim.”

Yumie hi€u ra't rd Gorou dinh néi gi. C6 hi€u nhwng chi im lang.

“Chi 1a chuyén kia &y ma.” Gorou bam hai tay vao hang rao lwdi thép,
cti nhin mat da't gitra hai khuyu tay, néi ti€p. “Anh doi em tra loi d6. Du
anh bi€t em khong cé nhiéu thoi gian thanh thoi suy nghi, do ndo loan &
cong ty.”

“Vang.” Yumie gat dau. “Gan day em hoi mét moi.”

“Bao nhiéu chuyén th& chic 12 mét roi. Em ding cd’ strc qua.”

“Cam on anh.” Yumie mim cuwoi.

“Mong sao canh sat sd'm tim ra hung thd.”

“Vang. Em nghi cling nhanh th6i. Canh sat Nhat wu td ma.” Yumie vura
néi vira nho' to1 gwong mdt cua Sayama.

Gorou ciing d4p: “U’, chic th&"”

Yumie dworc Gorou cau hon vao hai tuan tredc. Hom d6 1a Cha nhét, anh
moi co di choi. Lic vé, anh tién Yumie dén tan ky tic x4 danh cho nhéin
vién doc than. Pang di gitra dwong, Gorou chot dirng lai ngd loi: “Lam v
anh nhé.”

Yumie ciing khong ngac nhién. Nguworce lai, cd con nghi cudi cung Gorou
cling quyét y roi. Co nhén ra tinh cdm cla anh ta tw trede. Va ca viéc anh
ta kim nén khong tho 16 ntra.

“Cho em chit thoi gian suy nghi.” Yumie cidi mét suy tw khi dwoe ngd
loi. ‘\‘Em mudn cin nhic mot chiit. Cé nhiu viéc em c¢in dan x€p nwra.”

“U, anh hi€u. Anh hiu rat r6. Em ct suy nghi can thin. Nhung ma...”
Gorou ngéc ngit, “... Anh chd tin vui ttr em d6!”

Yumie van ciii gim miit.



Sau d6 thoi gian ¢ troi di ma chuyén chwa téi dau, cho téi hdm nay.

Sakai Gorou va Yumie déu sinh ra & tinh Gunma. Nha ho & gan nhau, ca
hai cling hoc chung sudt tw ti€u hoc dén ca’p ba. C6 the néi ho ding la ban
thoi tho &u, ¢6 ra't nhiéu ky e vui dua ciing nhau lic bé.

Sau khi tot nghiép cdp ba, mdi ngwdi di mot ngd. Gorou vao lam tai
cong ty Cong nghiép nang MM tai Tokyo, con Yumie theo hoc trung cdp &
qué nha. Yumie nh& sau 1€ t6t nghiép, Gorou di cwdi ra't budn ma bdo:
“Yumie la ni sinh vién r'6i nhi.” B6" Gorou mat sodm nén anh khong c6 diéu
kién vao dai hoc.

“Nt sinh vién thi c6 gi ghé go'm dau. Anh Gorou da vao dwgc cong ty tot
con gi. Cong nghiép nang MM la cong ty hang dau nwra.”

“Nhwng chi t6t nghiép ca’p ba théi. Twong lai cling bi€t roi daYy.”

“Khong c6 chuyén dé dau. Nay anh Gorou, du di Tokyo ciing thi thodng
ghé vé qué choi nhe!”

“U’, sé vé. Ciing dau c6 xa 1dm.” Gorou twoi cudi néi.

Anh da gitt ding 1. Sau khi di 1am, Gorou van thwong xuyén vé qué.
Thwong anh chi vé mdt minh, nhung cling ¢6 nhiéu I4n din theo hai, ba
dong nghiép. C6 vé Gorou gitr vai tro anh ca trong ltra nhan vién vao cong
ty cung nam.

Cud1 cung ciing dén luc Yumie di lam. Giong Gorou, c6 chon cdng ty
Cong nghiép ning MM & Tokyo. Nghe vay, Gorou vui mung khon xiét.

Tw d6 dé€n nay da dwore hai nam...

Chéc hiin Gorou da doi chd khé 1au. Anh ciing phai 18y hét can ddm méi
dam cau hon.

Yumie khong ghét Gorou. Ngwge lai, c6 cling ¢6 cdm tinh v&i anh. Hai
nguroi cing qué, néi chuyén hgp nhau. C6 ¢6 the an tdm néu & bén anh.

Nhung né€u két hon véi anh thi Yumie ¢6 hoi khé xi. Khdng phai vi
Gorou c6 gi thi€u sot, chi la ¢6 khong nghi dé€n anh nhw ddi twong hen ho.
T4t nhién khong phai vi nhirng 1y do ngé ngan nhw 1a Gorou chi hoc hét
cap ba.

C6 mudn c6 thém thoi gian suy nghi. Loi ddp nay khong don thuén d€
kéo dai thoi gian. Yumie ding 1a ¢an thém chdt thoi gian d€ suy nghi thau
dao.



Chuong bdo gio nghi trira 3 hét. Rot cudc, hai ngudi chi nhin ngdm bén
dudi tdoa nha qua hang rao sit.

“Chiéu mai em ranh ch?” Gorou héi tredc khi xudng cau thang. “Cé
buoi hoa nhac cia mdt nhém nghiép du. Cling khdng phai nhém gi hay ho
1am, chi 12 mdt cdu ciing chd lam choi bass trong 4y, nén anh phdi mua
giup vé...”

Ngay mai 12 thit S4u. Du khong ghét di nghe nhac, Yumie lic dAu.

“Xin 18i anh, ngdy mai khong dwoc. Em con phai di dw ddm tang, chéc s&
ban nhiéu viéc.”

“P4m tang? A hiéu roi.”

Gorou c¢6 vé nhat thoi quén ma't chuyén ctia Nishina Naoki. Dém nay la
12 viéng tai dinh thy nha Nishina.

“Hy vong mai troi dep. Pdm tang ngdy mua budn 1dm.” Né6i réi Gorou
dat tay 1€n vai Yumie.
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Bi ai @6 cham vao vai, Takuya lién quay lai. Pap vio mét y 1a mot doi
moi xinh dep. Hoshiko dang nhin y chdm chim v&i d6i mét hoi xéch, dé
lam nguoi ta lién twdng d€n my nhan Trung Hoa. Nang mac 4o tang mau
den, trong tra bwdc ra tir tranh thily méc.

Hoshiko nh4y mét ra hiéu cho Takuya di theo, roi nhanh chéng roi khoi
phong. Takuya cling dirng 1én khdi dém ngoi.

Y dudi theo Hoshiko vao mot can phong khac. B6 1a gian ti€p khach, c6
day sofa boc da mau nau x&p quanh ban uéng nwdc. Hoshiko thd minh
ng'di xudng mot trong nhitng chiéc gh& d6. Nang hit cim ra hiéu cho
Takuya ng'6i xudng. Y lam theo chi thi.

Hoshiko thé dai mét hoi, td vé ngan ngadm: “Pdng d&€n mirc khéng can
thiét 4y. Bao nhiéu nguwdi tap hop chi vi 1€ viéng ciia mot ga nhw vay.”

“Hién nhién théi ma. Du sao ciling 1a tredng nam nha Nishina qua doi.”

Ngay lap tirc Hoshiko liéc y.

“Y anh 1a ddm ma t6i s& khong dwoc nhiéu ngwdi nhw nay a? Toi 14 con
gdi, lai 1a con thir ntra.”

“T6i khong ¢ y dd’y. Cudi hdi tang gia ciia nha Nishina thi dwong nhién
s€ ¢6 nhiéu ngwoi dén.”



“Hwm, nha Nishina a...”

Hoshiko vét tréo chan, n& nu cuwdi tinh ranh v&i Takuya. “Anh khong
biét ring hén ta khdng phai ngudi nha Nishina sa0?”

“Hén ta?”

“Nishina Naoki 4. Hén ta khdc me v&i toi va chi Saori. La con riéng ctia
cha t6i v&i vor cii.”

“O, vay a.” Lan dau tién Takuya dwoc nghe chuyén nay. Yasuko ciing
khong hé nhic tdi. “Néu thé’ 1a anh em cling cha khdc me. Vay thi vin cling
huyét thong.”

“Khong lién quan gi d€n huyét thong ca.”

Hoshiko néi v&i giong tram nhung gay git: “Hai me con d6 néi 1a khong
mudn dya dim vao cha t6i nén da bod di. Sudt 15 nim khong ¢6 tin tic gi.
Nhung r6i me hin qua doi, cha tdi tim cach dwa hin tré lai. Do me t6i chi
sinh dworc con géi nén dodt nhién dng nhé t&i con trai cta vo cii. Hin ta vé
nha nay lic da 1a hoc sinh cap ba. Khudén mat xanh xao, trdn day mun. Toi
bi bit phai goi cdi ga ddt nhién dwoc dwa vio nha dé 13 anh trai. Tdi ciing
da goi roi do, anh Naoki. Vi khong con cach nao khac. Nhu’ng anh c6 hi€u
cam glac cta toi khi phai goi nhw thé khong? Dén bay gio to1 van khong
nghi hin ta 13 thanh vién nha Nishina. Huy&t thdng ciing chang lién quan
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gi.

Takuya khong biét tra 1oi thé nao nén chi im lang.

“Hom nay anh da gép cha toé1 chwa?”

“A rbi, vira ldc ndy.”

Vwra dé€n dinh thy, Takuya da qua chao héi. Nishina Toshiki trong ra't mét
moi. Y bay td sy thwong ti€c, nhwng dwong nhw khong lot vao tai 6ng. Du
vay, khi Takuya k& rang canh st dd tim t&i y, sw sic bén moi khi quay lai
trong doi mit 6ng. Th& réi, Toshiki hdi han k§ ludng vé cudc doi thoai
gitra Takuya va canh sat.

“Cha toi rat budn vi cdi chét clia hén ta. Ciing khong khé hiéu. Tuy
nhién, hin ta khong nghi cho cha dwgc nhw vay. Ngwroc lai...”

Hoshiko tré moi trén, I¢ lwoi. “N6i ding hon, h&n cim thi cha. Pa ludon
nhw vay tw khi dwore dwa vao nha Nishina cho t&i Idc bi sat hai trong vu dn
Tan nay. Khong chi cha, hdn ciim thit cd nha Nishina.”

“Chéc anh ta cdm tha’y minh bj vit bd.”



“Chéc th&. Nhung né&u hin cidm ghét ching tdi d&n vy thi chi can ciit
khoi nha 1a dwoe. Hén ta khong 1am thé” vi nhdm t&i gia san nha Nishina.
Tbi biét chi. Hin ta &m muu sau khi c6 toan bd gia tai s& dung hét sach.
DG la céch tra thi cta hén.”

“Twdng teong kieu d6 khong hay ho gi nhi.”

“Khdng phéi twedng twong dau. Anh khong biét gi thi dwng ndi ty cao
nhw vay.”

Bi mot ngwoi con gdi tw cao ndi minh tw cao, Takuya thdy ngan ngadm. Y
cling thdy hoi nham chan nén khong néi gi. Dwong nhw Hoshiko d€' y thai
do doé cuay, lién doi giong mém mdng hon mot chiit: “Anh hinh nhw khong
con gia dinh?”

“Me t06i ma't ngay sau khi sinh téi. Con cha t6i qua doi khi t6i hoc dai
hoc.”

“Vay a. Khi nhin thdy nhitng nguoi nhw vay, t6i khong nén dwgce sw
them khat. Khong bi cai gi tr6i budc thi tot bi€t may. Khong bi€t anh c6
thay cudc s6ng gia dinh cua t6i ddng mo’ wéc khong niva.”

“Ciing c6 doi chut.”

Takuya tra 101 nhwng trong bung khdng nghi vay. Y chwa tirng cadm thay
can co6 gia dinh. Hoshiko them khat cugc song nhur y 1a dwong nhién.

“Anh da vat vad hoc tdp mot minh nhi. Ding miu ngwdi cha tdi thich
day.”

Nha't thoi Takuya khong réo Hoshiko dang am chi ai. Phai mat vai gidy y
m&i nhan ra nang néi vé minh. Y chwa tirng nghi viéc hoc 1a chat vét.

“A hom nay canh sat tim dén tdi d&y. Mot ga tén Shindo. Anh c6 biét
khong?”

Takuya tra 1o 1a khong biét.

“Ga d6 dang ghét 1im. Ctt nhin chong choc vio mét nguoi khdc. Ga hoi
veé chuyén gitra toi va anh, nhw phdng vin nguoi noi ti€ng ay.”

Hoshiko t& vé mit nghich ngom, vit tréo chan. GAu vdy den ctia nang
kh€ dung dwa.

“Nén toi ciing trd 1o nhw th€ minh 13 dién vién ndi ti€ng. Ring anh
Suenaga 1a ngwoi ban tuyét voi. R6i ga canh sat néi: ‘Anh trai cd khong
dong ¥ v&i mdi quan hé d6 thi phai’. Toi ba't gidc tirc gidn, ddp ring hon s
ctia minh khong li€n quan gi anh trai. Sau d6 ga cé vé hoi ngac nhién.”



“Vay a.”

“Tém lai 1a th€".” Hoshiko cham rai dirng 1é€n khoi sofa. “Gio’ khéng con
ai chi phdi cudc doi tdi nira. N&u papa c6 suy xét hdn nhan cia tdi, chic
chi vi nghi cho t6i.”

Beoi vdy, Hoshiko nhin sang Takuya: “Pay ciling la thuan lgii cua anh daYy.
Vi ké phan d6i khong con nira.”

Takuya im lang git dau. R6i y lai van vo nghi t&i cach xi& 1y Yasuko, va
ca viéc Ian dau nghe thd'y Hoshiko goi Nishina Toshiki 1a papa.

Tang 1€ dién ra vao hom sau. Nguoi tham d con dong hon 1€ viéng t6i
qua. Vi 12 thir Sdu nén cdng ty van lam viéc binh thwong. Nhung 1anh dao
chii cho't déu tham gia I tang, nén hin hoat dong chinh cua cong ty s€ phai
ngurng lai.

Takuya dirng vao dong nguwdi thip nhang. Nhéc thdy co gai ding trudrc,
y bat chot thdt Ién trong dau, 6i cha. P6 1a nr nhan vién lam viéc trong
phong Naoki. Y ting gép c6 vai Tan, khong Tam thi tén c6 la Nakamori
Yumie.

Takuya ca't ti€ng goi. Yumie 14p tlrc nhin ra, 1i€n voi vang cii chao.

“Co chéc ciing vat va 1dm.” Takuya néi.

Yumie ddp v&i gwong mét hién lanh: “Vang, c6 mot chiit.” Gwong mat
cd van con nét ngdy tho'. Trang diém ciing khong gidi 1dm. So v&i nhitng cd
gdi chdi chudt ngay nay thi cé phan hoi mdc mac.

Takuya nghi bung, khong r6 cd gai nay bi€t vé Nishina Naoki dén dau.
Yumie ludn & bén canh Naoki, nén c6 khi hiéu r6 cic m&i quan hé cia y. Ca
viéc ai ¢6 kha nang sat hai Naoki ntra.

“Cénh sat d&€n tim cd chwa?” Takuya tham do.

Yumie dap: “Sang hom qua ho c6 goi to1 a.”

“Ho hdi co6 nhung gi vay?”

“Nhiéu thit. Nhw chuyén di cong tac.”

“Chuyén di cong tac sao?”

Yumie ndi rat nhd nhe d€ ngwoi xung quanh khong nghe dwoce. C6 k€
cho y vi€c Naoki mudn dat khach san gan Shin-Osaka hay chuyén ga cham
chu nhin lich tau cao toc.

“Hem. Céanh sat quan tdim dén nhirng diéu ay sao?” “Vang. C6 vé la
vay.”



“The’a.”

Takuya tham nghi, khong hay r6i. Naoki chi dinh khach san hay cham
chid xem lich thu cao t&¢c chic d€ tao chitng ctt ngoai pham. Canh sét c¢6 thé
s€ nhin thau su viéc.

“Ngoai ra con gi khac khong? Vi du, canh sat c6 hdi li€u ¢6 nghi ngo ai
12 hung tha chgng han?”

“Ho c6 hoi a.”

“C0 c6 nghi ngo ai khéng?”

Yumie 14p titc 1ic dAu va xua tay phai.

“T6i hoan toan khdong c¢6 manh m&i gi. Tredng phong 1a ngwoi hién
lanh, chéic khong gay thii 04dn v&i ai dau.”

Nhirng loi nay khdng phai chi ngoai mét. Giong diéu Yumie cho thdy cd
tin twdng di€u do tw trong thdm tdm. Takuya hoi ngac nhién khi c6 nguoi
td thai d6 nhw vay véi Naoki.

Thip hwong xong, Takuya chia tay Nakamori Yumie r6i di tim
Hashimoto. Hén ta chic cling d&n dv tang 1&. Tuy nhién trwedc khi tim ra
Hashimoto, y lai bit gip Amamiya Yasuko, ciing vira thap hwong xong.
Yasuko ¢6 véc dang cao rdo, nén dit van d6 dy tang I€ van rat ndi bat. A
cling nhin thay Takuya, lién dirng lai r'6i ti€n t&i gan.

“Lau roi khong gap anh.”

Yasuko bét chuyén. Sau mot thoi gian khong gip, khudn mit & c6 phan
thay doi. Lic trwdc, nét mit Yasuko sic sdo gidng ngwdi ngoai quoc,
nhung bay gior trong tron trinh hon, chic do mang thai.

“T6i khong ngo ¢6 toi diy. CO quen voi tredng phong k& hoach phat
tri€n a?”

Takuya hoi du bi€t rdo mdi quan hé cua a v&i Naoki. Yasuko khdng chiit
biéh sic.

“Em c6 gap nhung chwa tirng néi chuyén véi anh ta.” Yasuko néi doi.
“Chi 1a nghia vy thdi. Anh nhoc cdng d€n déy cling vi c6 Hoshiko chw gi.”

“U, coi nhw 1a vay di.”

Takuya ding ngén ut gdi mot bén mili, roi nhin vao mat a: “Co trong co
vé khde manh.”

“Rat khoe 12 ding khac.”



N6i r'6i Yasuko vd nhe ban tay vao bung dudi. A ¢6 ¥ bdo ca hai me con
déu khoe manh.

“Nghe vy la td1 yén tam roi. Chealng cO gi quan trong hon dau.”

D6 chi 1a nhirng 1oi ngoai mat.

“Cam on anh.” Yasuko lié€c mét nhin 1&én, khée moi hoi nhéch. “Hinh
nhw anh ti€n trién ra't thuin loi vori ¢6 Hoshiko nhi. Em nghe tin d6n r6i.”

“Cam on. Tién th€ cd di uéng chiit tra khong?” Takuya cwoi gia tao, thir
moi moc.

Yasuko to vé ti€c nudi: “Ti€c qud, em phai v€ cong ty ngay. Hen anh dip
toi.”

“Ti€c nhi. C6 chuyén nay t6i mu6n thong tha néi véi ¢6.”

“Pung la ti€c that. Vay thoi chao anh.”

Yasuko dinh roi di, grong mat xoay nghiéng veé phia y.

“Thir Ba tuin nay, c6 da di dau?” Takuya déu déu hdi. Yasuko dung
buwdre, nhin lai y. Thir Ba 1a ngay Naoki bj sat hai.

“Hinh nhw ¢6 da xin nghi phép. C6 di choi dau a?”

Takuya nhin ra Yasuko dang cén chit ring. Rd rang 4 dang bi chan dong.

“Anh bi€t ro nhi.” Yasuko néi. “Sao anh lai héi vay?”

“Khong c6 ly do gi ddc biét. T6i hdi vay khé cho cd a?”

“Ciling khong c6 gi. Em nghi vi tich nhiéu ngay phép qué thoi. Nho thé
ma dworc mdt ngay thong tha nghi ngoi.”

“Vay thi tot qua. Co phai gitr gin co’ the.”

“Vang, tat nhién ro6i.” Yasuko git dau thit manh. “Tat nhi€én em s& giw
co’ th€ khde manh. N6 quan trong hon moi thir khac ma.”

R'6i 4 lai budc ti€p, nhwng duge hai, ba bwde lai ding chén.

“Em dinh nghi lam trong thoi gian t&i. Néu bi chd y thi ¢6 khi lién luy
dén anh.”

No6i r'6i & vudt ve bung dwdi, cwoi ranh manh, c thé budc di khong
quay dau lai.

Takuya nhin theo. Khi bong Yasuko da khud't thi ¢6 ai d6 ti€n lai gan y.
La Hashimoto. Hén ciing trong vé hirdng 4 di bién mat. Chic Hashimoto
da nghe dworc mot phan cudc doi thoai gitra Takuya va Yasuko.



“Sao r6i?” Hashimoto 1i nhi hoéi. “C6 khd ndng Yasuko gi€t trudng
phong khong?”

“T6i khong ro6.” Takuya dép. “Nhwng t6i nghi kha nang d6 khong cao.
Néu Yasuko la hung thd thi & da bi€t ro ching ta thong dong v&i tredng
phong r'6i. Nhung theo cudc ddi thoai vira roi thi cé vé khdng phai vay.”

“C6 khi & chi gia vo thoi. A 12 ké lwon leo ma.”

“Ciing ¢6 th&1a vay. A ma...”

Takuya vdi dwa mét nhin quanh. Khi chic chin khong ai nhin vé phia ho,
y thi thao: “T6i chflng r0 Yasuko 13 hung thi hay khong. Nhwng van ¢én thu
tiéu 4. Cau c6 quyét tim chx?”

Hashimoto lién tuc ché'p mét nhw vira bj tap kich ba't ngd. Hin c6 vé s¢
hai.

“Thé& nao?” Takuya lai hdi.

Hashimoto dwa mu ban tay 1én nhw d€ lau m6 hoi, roi néi: “Liéu... c6 k&
sach gi khac khong?”

Hin nhin Takuya nhwr dang thim do.

“K& séch khac? Y cau 1a sa0?”

“Thi 1a... cach gi d6 khong phai giét ngwoi.”

“Céau dinh lam gi?”

“A, em vin chwa nghira.”

Takuya vwon tay phdi ra, tim 18y ca vat den ctia Hashimoto ro6i kéo vé
phia trwoee. Anh mét Hashimoto 10 rd vé& s¢’ hi.

“Pung dua.” Takuya cd ha thdp giong. “Chiing ta khong c6 thoi gian
dau. Chwa nghi ra la sao? C4u dwng quén dén lic nay ching ta khong con
dwong lui ntra r'oi. Ngoai ra, ngay ca khi Yasuko khong phai 1a hung thi, cé
kha nang 4 bi€t di€u gi d6 nguy hiém.”

R'6i Takuya lwvom Hashimoto va néi: “Cau hiéu ch?”

DPing lic d6, mot 1anh dao cdp cao cta cong ty Cong nghiép ning MM
di qua. Takuya lién budng cdi ca vat, roi y va Hashimoto gid vor chuyén
giu. Vi lanh dao d6 nhin ra hai ngwdi nén git dau chao. Sau d6 ga thi
tham: “Phé tong Nishina mat ngwoi ndi nghiép, that va't va nhi. Tén bao
nhiéu céng strc chuan bi ma.” C6 chit y xau sau ciu néi do.

Takuya t6 vé hudng ¢ng nhwung thdm nghi: Nha Nishina da co toi noi
nghiép nén khong phdi lo gi. Toi liic do, 6ng sé bi dudi viéc. Nhirng ké nhw



ong chi biét soi moi ngwo'i khdc ma khong co chiit ndng lwe. Chi vi khong
c6 @61 thu dong trang Ikva nén éng maoi leo lén dwwgrc vi tri hién tqi.

Sau khi néi xong, ga lanh dao bat tai roi di. Nhin theo bong luwng ga,
Takuya thi thAm vao tai Hashimoto: “Khong th€ d€ nhirng ké bat tai nhw
vay leo 1én mai dwgc. Ngoi trén dinh chép nén la nhitng nguwoi ¢6 thye luc,
nhw t01 va ciu chfmg han. Nhirng ké gay trd ngai cho ching ta déu la sau
mot. Ching phai bj tiéu diét. Cau hi€u ch?”

Hashimoto vAn chép mét lién tuc nhu trede. R'6i khé gat dau.

“Cau lam cht?”

Sau mot luc, Hashimoto lai gat dau, dong tac nhw co giat.

“Vay tot roi. Toi s€ lién lac vé chuyén nay sau.”

Takuya vd vai Hashimoto roi roi di trede. Nhung gitra chung, y chot
nghi hodc, ben ngoai dau nhin lai.

Hashimoto dimg d6 v&i gwong mit xanh ngét, phoi bay vé y&u dudi.
Hin trong ba't an d&n nhu sip sup d6 ngay bay gio. Khi 4nh mét hai ngudi
giao nhau, Hashimoto hodng loan cti gam.

Takuya quay lai phia tredc, ti€p tuc rdo bwdc. Mot suy nghi den toi
chd'm hién ra trong dau y.

Sau khi thu ti€u Yasuko thi phai xt&r [y Hashimoto. Du sao cling phai lam
g1 do...

7

HoOm sau tang 1€ cta Nishina Naoki, Hashimoto nim trong chan dén tin
qud trra. T6i qua, hdn khong ngl dwoc nén dia xem chuwong trinh dém
khuya t&i tdn 3 gio’ sang. Nhwng Hashimoto chi mang mang nhé d6 1a may
phim cii vé thoi Vién Tay, con ndi dung thi hoan toan khong c6 chiit ky trc
gi. Trong dau chi toan suy nghi vé vu 4an.

Nén lam thé nao day?

Thuc sy, Hashimoto dang hdi han vi da leo 1€n thuyén cung Nishina
Naoki va Suenaga Takuya. Hin khong r sao minh lai nghe theo 151 rii ré
ctia ho. C6 nhitng cdch khdc thay vi giét ngudi ma. Ching han ba ngudi
cung gop ti€n roi thuy€t phuc Yasuko.

Nhung gior dd qua mudn. N&u khong can than, canh sat s€ danh hoi ra ca
bon ¢4 lién quan t&i vu an nay.



Khoéng con cdch nao khdc ngoai giét Yasuko sao?

Hashimoto nh¢ lai 101 Suenaga Takuya. Sdu mot phdi bi tiéu diét.

Ping 1a Hashimoto khong ¢6 tinh cam gi v&i Yasuko. Quan hé v&i & chi
d€ thda man nhu cau xéc thit thoi. Hon nira, ngwoi moi goi tredre chinh 1a a
ta. Loai phu n* mau me, c¢6 nhiéu kinh nghiém v&i dan 6ng nhw Yasuko
vo'n khong phai miu ngwdi Hashimoto thich. Hin vén tiép tuc quan hé vi
thd’y & thuén tién. N&u d€ vui choi, ngwoi nhw 4 1a thich hop nhat.

Hashimoto chuwa tirng nghi d&n chuyén két hon. Tryc gide mach bao hin
ring Yasuko 12 mot ké nguy hi€m. Ddng 1& nén chia tay 4 trede khi ndy sinh
phién phtrc. Chinh vi khong chia tay dworec nén mdéi giy ra nhirng chuyén
nay.

Khong phai Hashimoto chwa tung nghi dén viéc Yasuko cé th€ mang
bau. Hin chi don gidn cho rang, néu 1& thi dwa tién cho 4 13 xong. Tt
nhi€n Hashimoto ciing chi y d€ diéu dé khong xay ra, nhung khong dam
chic minh d hoan toan cin than. Yasuko khong thich Hashimoto st dung
bao cao su. Mdi I'an quan hé 4 déu ning nic doi hin khong deo.

Hashimoto khéng mudn thanh ké gi€t ngwoi. Cam gidc ldc khiéng xac
Nishina Naoki van con nguyén trén doi tay. Khuon mit cia ngwoi chét. Lan
da khong con hoi @m cta mdu thit. Hashimoto khong mudn trdi qua an
nwa.

Khong biét co cdch nao khdc khong?

Khi Hashimoto dang rén ri lan 16n trén giwong, chudng cira vang 1én.
Hin budc ra, van mic nguyén bd ¢ ngdl. Pirng ngoai ctra 12 mot nhan vién
bwu dién. Anh ta néi: “Cé bwu kién nhd giri cho anh nay,” r'oi dwa ra mot
g0i vira trong 1ong ban tay.

Sau khi nhin géi hang, Hashimoto tién th€ 18y nhitng thir trong hdp thw
ra, mang vao phong an. Khong hi€u sao dau c6 chit loo mo'. C6 the’ do thi€u
ngu.

Phan 1on the tee bi ném ngay vao thung rac. Toan la quang cdo v6 bo.
Nhung Tn ndy c6 ca thiép ctia dira em ho vira mai k&€t hon, 1an trong to
hwong dan va the quang cdo ctia cong ty tuyén dung. Pira em ho &y kém
Hashimoto ba tuoi. TA'm thi€p c6 in hinh cap do6i di hwdng tuan trang mat &
Hawaii. Co vo trong nhd nhén dang yéu.



Con nén tinh chuyén On dinh di thoi. Mdi TAn Hashimoto vé thidm nha &
Chiba, cha hin lai n6i vdy. Cha hin d lam viéc nhiéu nim tai mot cong ty
thwong mai, m&i nghi hwu ndm kia, hién dang sdng cuing me va em géai. Em
gai Hashimoto ciing da dén tudi 1ap gia dinh, nhung c6 vé cha me chwa
mudn ga con gdi nén xoay sang thiic giuc hén.

Cha me chdc chéng ngo’ con trai lai dinh vao chuyén thé nay dau.

Hashimoto vira nh& lai gwong mat nguweoi than vira nght.

Gia dinh Hashimoto rd't binh thwong. Ho s6ng trong mot can nha SLDK
cach ga khoang mwei phit di bd. Quanh nha c¢6 bai c¢d xanh, ¢c6 nudi mot
chid ché mau nau nhat. Cha me tir nhd di gii gdm wdc mo’ cho con cdi. Ho
chon nhirng trrong hoc chu trong moi treong va két qua hoc tap, thué ca
gia s d€ luyén thi vao nhirng trrong &y. Trén ban an gia dinh, cau chuyén
ludn la “twong lai”. Chu d€ &y Iudn lam ca gia dinh rang ro’. The r'6i, hién
gior con gai dang lam & cOng ty thwong mai gidng cha, con trai vao cong ty
co’ khi hang dau. Ngay Hashimoto dwg'c nhdn vao Cong nghi€p nang MM,
cha d3 vé sém ma khong 1am thém gic’, qua 12 hiém thay. Ong néi vé sém
d€ dan mung.

Hashimoto thé dai nang nhoc.

Hin nghi, minh khong th€ mang lai bat hanh cho gia dinh. N&u hén bj
canh sat bét, bj tinh nghi 12 hung thi thi cha me 14n em gdi déu khong the
sdng cudc dori binh thudng nita. Phai tranh diéu d6 bang moi gii...

Panh phai lam vay thoi.

Pau phai khong c¢6 huwdng gidi quyét. Chi 1a cho d&n gio han di 1o cach
ay di.

Hashimoto quyét dinh s€ két hon v&i Yasuko. Ngoai ra khong con céach
nao khac. b€ khong mat di nhiéu diéu khac, danh hy sinh hon nhéan cia ban
than.

Tat nhién cting c6 vai van de. Chaamg han Yasuko s€ khong dong y ket
h6n néu chwa biét cha dira bé 1a ai. Nhwng Hashimoto mudn cwéi nhanh
chirng ndo t&t chitng 4y. Nén du cha dira bé 12 ai, hin ciing s& nhan 13 con
minh va nuéi ndng nd, gitr bi mat v&i moi ngwoi.

“Ngoai ra dau con cach nao khac.”

Hashimoto néi quy&t tdm ra thanh Ioi. LAm vay hin c6 cdm gidc da sin
sang. R'6i hin chot nghi, that may minh nh& t&i gia dinh.



Van dé la Suenaga Takuya. Lam sao thuyét phuc y day? Cé vé Takuya
da quye€t sé gi€t Yasuko.

“Anh ta thi td't r'6i. Khong c6 gi € mat ca.”

Hashimoto vira 1am bam vwra v&i tay toi géi hang. Ngwoi giri 1a Nishina
Toshiki. Hin mé gid'y boc mau nau, thdy gid’y boc clia cira hang bach héa
tong hop ndi ti€ng. C6 mot tor gidy kep vao goi hang, dé: “Cé chiit qua
mon.”

Hashimoto do4n chic ddy 12 qua ting cho nhitng ngudi dén dy dam tang.
Maic du hom qua sau khi di viéng, hin d4 nhan dwoc mét chiéc khin tréng.

Hin g& gid’y boc clia tiém bdch héa ra, bén trong 12 mdt cAy bit mdy va
hép myc. Du 1a san pham ndi dia, nhwng c¢6 vé 1a hang cao ca’p. Bit may
mau den, c¢6 khéic trang tri bang vang. CAm Ién thi thdy khd niing, chic
chén.

C6 thé la qua ddp 1€ cho nhitng ngwoi lién quan téi cong ty dén duy 18
tang, Hashimoto phéan doan.

Hashimoto dinh viét thi 1én phong bi to’ quang cdo, nhung bit khdng ¢6
muc. Hin 1ién thdo rudt ra xem thir. Héa ra day khong phai loai biit c6 muc
san bén trong, ma phai hit ti lo myc. Chic vi thé nén ho m&i giri kém mot
lo myc mau xanh.

Hay la dung biit nay viét thw cho Suenaga nhi!

Vin mic @06 ngli, Hashimoto ng'di xudng, mé nép lo myc. Mdi I4n thay
mét Suenaga, Hashimoto lai khong th€ néi rd mong mudn két hén voi
Yasuko. Suenaga cé bau khong khi 4p ddo d6i phwong. Y mang day duc
vong clia con nguoi, nhung khong the lam ngwoi ta cam thdy chidt nhin
tinh.

Nhwng giri thie chdc khéng on. Lo vao tay cdnh sdt thi sé lon chuyén
mdt...

V&i bao nhiéu suy nghi vah vweong trong dau, Hashimoto bit dau hiit
muyc xanh da troi vao bit may.

“Anh Suenaga a, c6 géi buu kién nhd.”

G6i brru kién nho Ay dwge dua t¢i chd Takuya vao x& trea thir Bay. Lic
d6 y dang vira an banh mi nwéng vira doc béo.

Khong biét la cdi gi tw pho tong day.



Takuya m& gbi hang, tha'y bén trong la bit may va lo myc. Trén gidy ghi
dong chtr “Co6 chit qua mon”, nhwng trong khong ré tién chit nao.

“Khong 1o c6 y gi day?”

Bit khong c6 muc sin. Takuya thdo nép ra, ngim dau bt vai gidy roi
lién ca't vao hop. Sau d6 y ném ta't cd vao hoc ban. Takuya khong thich but
mady vi phai cho myc kho. Ngay khi viét the y cling dung bt bi.

Ngoai ra y chi dung bt da.

T&1 hdm qua, Takuya da viét nguéch ngoac 1én vai to gidy roi lai xé
rach, virt di. Lic do6 y cling dung but da.

No1 dung la k& hoach sat hai Yasuko.

Tuy nhién Takuya van chwa nghi ra k& hoach gi tha'u ddo. Sat hai mot
ngwoi con khé hon tao ra mot con robot.



Chwong 3
Do twong cua ké sat nhan

1

Th Hai, ngay 16 thang 11.

Do c6 viéc, Takuya goi dién cho ngwoi ban & phong tw li€u. Sau khi
xong viéc, y nghe dwoc thong tin ngoai I€ thu vi, lién quan dén viéc diéu
tra cai chét cua Nishina Naoki. Ngwoi ban d6 da xin nghi phép vao ngay 10
nén bi canh sat tra hdi. Ho hdi anh ta di dau, tr gio’ nao, vé nha lic maYy
gior. Tom lai canh sat mudn diéu tra chirng cr ngoai pham.

“Nhung néi that to chwa gidp anh tredng phong Nishina Naoki dé bao
gio. T¢ da bao vay roéi, nhwng tén canh sat bao céan diéu tra td't cd nhan
vién xin nghi hém d6.”

Nguwoi ban néi véi giong diéu chdm choc canh sit.

“Hum, ho choi chién thuat tha bit nhdm hon bd sét ddy. Ma khong rd
hom d6 ¢6 bao nhiéu ngwoi xin nghi nhi?”

“Chiju théi. Ca codng ty thi ¢6 khi dn ma’y tram nguoi &y chir. T nghi
chic khong d&n nghin ngwdi dau, nhung riéng tru sé chinh ciing khoang
hai tram nguoi roi.”

Takuya nghi bung, v&i chirng d6 ngwdi, canh sit ¢6 ding chién thuat bt
nhAm hon b sét thi ciing khdng qué khé khiin. Nhung chwa chéc hung thi
la ngwoi trong cOng ty.

Sau khi goi dién xong, Takuya gid vor vi€t bdo cdo, nhwng thyc ra suy
nghi viéc khac. N€u canh sat dung chi€n thuat doé thi chdc Yasuko sé bj tra
hoi. Hom d6 a cling nghi 1am. Khong r6 Yasuko da néi gi véi canh sat.

A khong trd 10i lung tung gi thi con dé.

Nghi d&n canh Yasuko bdi r6i tredrc canh sat 1a Takuya lai ngira ngdy
toan than, khong theé ng'6i yén. Canh sit nhin dén a ldc nay thi khong hay
chit nao. Theo k& hoach cua Takuya, canh sat s€ chi chd y t&i Yasuko sau
khi tim thay xdc chét cua 4.

Ma khong ré Hashimoto ra sao roi?

Takuya quay mat sang phong nghién ctru s6 1 bén canh. Gio’ lam viéc da
bit dau dwoc hon ba mwoi phit nhwng vin khong thdy béng ding



Hashimoto. Ban ghé ctia hin vAn x&p ngay ngin, ma bang thong bio ciing
khong ghi hin di dau.

Sao lai nght lam liic nay chw?

Takuya hoi s6t rudt. Y mong hin khong 1am gi gy chi y vao ldc nay.
Nhung n€u Hashimoto bi bénh thi danh chiju.

Liic do, tredng phong nghién ctru s6” 1 lai gan chd ng'6i ctia Hashimoto.
R6i 6ng g6 ngdn tay Ién ban, héi tredng nhém bén canh chuyén nay la sao.
G4 trudng nhém ndi ti€ng vo dung dua tay 1én xoa cd, lic dau. Trudng
phong lién 1€nh cho ga goi dién xem c6 chuyén gi.

Takuya dirng 1én, vira gia vor tim ki€m tai li€u vura ti€n lai gan. Nhing
tdp h'0 so’ chira tai liéu tham khao hay dir liéu thyc nghiém déu nim trén
chi€c ta chi&€m hét birc twong, nén Takuya c6 th€ ti€n sat phong nghién ctru
s& 1 ma khong ai nghi ngo.

Trwdng nhém ctia Hashimoto dang goi dién. Cé vé khong ai bit mdy nén
gd cr ding yén gitr 6ng nghe. Sau mot hdi, gd bd cude, dit 6ng nghe
xudng.

“Khong ai nghe may a?” Tredng phong hoi.

“Khong a.” Tredng nhom dap.

Trwedng phong vira quat: “Cau ta dang lam céi gi khong bi€t?” vira quay
Ve chd ngoi.

Takuya cting ty hoi: Hashimoto dang lam gi nhi? Co chuyén gi xdy ra w?

Trong dau Takuya chot hién 1én suy nghi: Hay la Hashimoto bo chay
roi? Cdu ta khong co gan giét ngwo'i, ciing chcv;ng co ké’sdch doi pho nao.
Sau mot hoi suy nghi khong biét lam gi, Hashimoto da tron roi ciing nén.
Nhueng chdc cdu ta khong hanh déng sor sudt vdy dau.

Ma khoan da. Takuya chot nghi d€n mdt kha ndng khac: Ké nhdt gan
nhw Hashimoto, c6 khi da tim dé€n phwong cdch trwce tiép hon chay tron.

La ty sat. Sau khi da lo nghi qua nhi€u.

Takuya nghi bung: Puwoc vay thi t6t qua. Liic nay cdu ta chi to’ lam
viwong chdn minh thoi.

Nhung ro1 Takuya lai khé tham thi: Hashimoto a, cdu ma tw sdt thi anh
rdt biét on, nhwng dwng dé’lai di thw vor van gi nhé.

T&i budi chiéu, Hashimoto van khong dén.



Takuya dang & khu thwc nghi€ém. P6 1a mot toa nha trong tru s& chinh,
dwoc xay dyng danh riéng cho thwc nghi€ém. Nhém Takuya st dung tang
ba. Tai d6, md hinh robdt va céc thiét bj thi nghiém nim ngdn ngang khip
noi.

Mot tay cam coc gidy dung ca phé hoa tan, Takuya trong 1€n kho1 kim
loai trwedrec mét.

Canh tay dai ctt dong chinh xac dén trng micromét. Nhirng ngén tay cé
the’ nhe nhang nang mot cadnh chim, cting c6 the’ bép vo* mot vién gach. Do
ttng dung 1y luan tdp mo2, né c6 the cam ndm va van chuyén cic banh du
phu v&i dd cirng khac nhau ma khong lam vor. Ngoai ra, mét né dworc thiét
k& d€ c6 th€ phan biét hinh dang d6 vat trong khong gian ba chiéu.

Dung la hoan hédo. Takuya gat gu, nhap ngum ca phé. Con robdt nay té€n
“Brutus”, la tdc pham hoan thién nha't ma Takuya tao ra tw khi vao cong ty.

Pwong nhién Brutus khong phai van nidng. Nhung né vwot trdi con
ngwoi trong mot s& di€u kién gidi han. Brutus l1am viéc v&i d6 chinh xac va
nang sua't cao hon hin ddm cong nhan sudt ngay than van.

Chi can tedng twong dén ngay né dwoc dwa vao cong xwdng l1a Takuya
lai tha'y vui swéng. Moi ngudi chéc sé khiép dam 1dm day.

Ddu sao rébot ciing khong thé’bang con ngwoi. Takuya chida ghét nhitng
ké ndi vay. Y cang kho chiu vi nhitng ké d6 thuong chaalng cé tai nang gi noi
troi. Con nguwoi thi lam dwoce gi? Ch:flng gi ca. Chi biét n6i doi, lwoi biéng,
hdm doa va ganh ghét 13n nhau. Trén th& gidi chic chi dwoc vai ngudi
phan dau dat dwoe cdi gi d6. Con lai chi biét s6ng theo chi dao ciia nguoi
khac. N€éu khong c6 ménh I€nh, bon chung s€ thdy bat an, ch:flng lam dworc
gi. Né&u chi xét kha ning 1am theo chwong trinh c6 sin, chic chin robdt wu
td hon nhiéu.

Ngoai ra bon may khong phdn boi nira.

Nhin ngim hang robot, Takuya nhd tham.

Pay chinh 1a Iy do 1on nhat ma Takuya ché tao r6b6t. Con nguwoi déu sé
phédn bdi, cd y cling vdy. Ky vong qué nhiéu thi chi chudc 18y that vong
thoi.

RoObot lai ching bao gid phéan boi.

Ching khong th€ veot qua ky vong nhuwng sé ludn tuan theo chwong
trinh 14p sdn. N&u robot sai sét, chic chin 16i thudc vé ngudi 14p trinh.



Takuya lai gan “Brutus”, s& vao co’ th€ bang kim loai d6. Con robdt nay
12 k& duy nhat y tin twdng trén doi. Mdi T4n t¢i ddy, y lai quén ma't ca thoi
gian. Takuya nhoén miéng cwoi. Nu cwoi khong 1y do, xud't phat twe sy yén
binh trong long. Y twdng twong vEé mot thé” gidi minh chwa tirng né€m trai,
tham nghi day hin 12 tinh cdm m4u md rudt ra.

Chinh lic d6, mot ti€ng dong nhd vang 1én trong béng tdi cla cic ¢
may.

“Ai do?”

Takuya roi khoi con robdt, bude vé phia phét ra am thanh. O gén cira, y
thd’y c6 béng den 1an di gitra cdc cb may.

Takuya di ra hanh lang, vira lic ai d6 lao xudng cdu thang. Y nghe ti€ng
chan vang vong nhung da khong con thd’y bong nguoi.

Ké nao vdy nhi?

Takuya cam tha’y bon ch'on la lung.

Pén hém sau, Hashimoto van khong c6 mit & cong ty. O chd lam viéc
cua y, tredng phong 1an trrdng nhém cir di di lai lai. Hinh nhw chiéu do c6
cudc hop v&i lanh dao cdp cao ma Hashimoto phéai tham gia. Ho phai
thuyét trinh triegec cAp trén vé ndi dung nghién ciru clia han. Mot viée don
gidn vay, nhung trrdng phong 14n tredng nhém clia han déu khong lam
dwoc.

“HOm qua, t6i da ghé sang nha ciu ta lic ra vé. C6 vé khong ai & nha.
T6i thir nhan chudng nhung khong ai trd 10.” Tredng nhém gidi thich.

“Cau ta khong c¢6 nha? Tw khi nao?” Khuon mat tredng phong day lo
lang.

“C6 1€ trr chiéu thir Bay.”

“Th& Bay? Sao anh biét?”

“Trong hop nhian bdao ¢6 may s6 tw chiéu thir Bay tré di. Nhung khong
c6 s6 sang thir bay.”

“Ra vay...”

Trwedng phong td vé ba't ngo'. Takuya cling tham than phuc. Khong phai
chuyén gi 1on, nhung d6i véi ga tredng nhom nay thi day cé th€ xem nhw
suy luan xui't sic.

“Khong con cach nao khac. Thir goi vé nha b6 me ciu ta xem sao.”



Khong con gitv dwoc binh tinh, tred'ng phong ra Iénh cho tredng nhém.
Giong ndi to t&i mirc lam phién ngwoi khac. May ngwoi & phong ban khac
cling t0 mo ngd nghiéng, khong hieu chuyén gi dang xay ra & phong nghién
ctru sO 1.

Theo 1énh tredng phong, ga tredng nhém luc loi thong tin li€n lac nha
cha me cua Hashimoto r'6i vdi va bA'm nut goi. Khi ¢6 ngwoi nghe may, ga
lap bap trinh bay viéc Hashimoto twr y nghi lam, ré6i hdi liéu gia dinh c6
manh md&i gi khong. T vé mat cia ga, hinh nhw gia dinh Hashimoto ciling
khong hay biet gi.

“Cha Hashimoto néi s& qua nha ciu ta xem sao.” Sau khi tit mdy, truedng
nhém noi.

“Nhung ciu ta ving nha ma?” Trudng phong hdi.

“Cha Hashimoto bdo s€ nho’ quan 1y mé ctra vao nha xem thie. Lo nhw
ba't tinh trong phong...”

Cau sau map mo khong r6 chi ngtr.

“Bat tinh? T6i nghi khdng ¢6 chuyén d6 dau.”

Tredng phong néi vy nhung van td vé ba't an. R0i Ong ta 14m bam:
“Nha cha me¢ Hashimoto & Chiba. Vay thi th& nao cling khong kip budi hop
chiéu nay.”

Lidc nay, trong dau 6ng ta chi nghi dén viéc lam thé nao de€ thuyé€t trinh
cho lanh dao c&p cao vé ndi dung nghién ciru phirc tap ma Hashimoto dang
thwe hién.

“Suzuki, anh chuan bi cho t6i nhé?”

Trwdng phong 1én ti€ng sau khi da quyét y. Suzuki tirc 1a ga tredng
nhom.

Khoang 2 gior chiéu hom do, trong cdng ty lan truyén tin tiec Hashimoto
ch€ét trong phong riéng.

Takuya mudn bi€t sy tinh nén khong t&i khu thi nghiém ma & lai ban
lam viéc. Sau khi biét tin, y sung swdng mudn nhdy cing 1én. Th& 1a da
giam di mot ngwdi biét bi mat. Lam t6t 18m. Y 13, Hashimoto chét to't 1&m.

“Khong ro6 nguyén nhan t& vong la gi?”

Pam nhéin vién phong nghién ctru s& 1 tim tum ban tdn, nén Takuya
cling nhap bon v&i vé mat thuong tiéc.



“Khong r6 ntra. Cha Hashimoto vao phong thi thdy cdu ta chét trong tw
thé” dang ng'6i tredc ban.” Mot dong nghiép hon Takuya mét tuoi tra loi.

“VAan ngoi tredre ban a... Vay c¢6 vét theong ngoai khong?”

Takuya hdi vy vi nghi ring Hashimoto chét vi ctra c& tay, hoic 12 treo
cO.

Nhwng céu tra 1oi hoan toan ngoai dy doan cua y.

“Khong c6 vét thwong ngoai. Chét bénh. Nghe bdo c6 the'la do dau tim.”
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Nhin cdi xac dwgc chuyén di, Sayama cam thad’y moi chuyén that la lung.
Mot nhan vién ctia Cong nghiép nang MM dot ngdt qua doi, lai 1a mot
ngwoi Nishina Toshiki ¢6 hdo cam. Khi nghe tin nay, Sayama da chay tw
phong diéu tra cta s& canh sit Komae t¢i. Nhwng khong hé c¢6 dau vét
chirng t6 Hashimoto bi gi€t. C6 khi chét do bénh thdi.

“Ma't cong chay thuc mang toi day. C6 vé chét vi dau tim.”

Yano lau bau, khong gidu dwoe vé ngan ngadm. Cau ta hang hai t&i day vi
nghe noéi c¢6 4n mang thir hai xay ra.

Hashimoto Atsushi dworc phat hién da chét trong tinh trang mat sap
xudng ban, vin dang mic d'6 ngd, bén canh 12 mot chiéc bit may nim lin
16c. Xung quanh cé vai t& quang cdo, chic dwoc gt tdi vao thir Bay. Canh
sat phdn doan c6 1€ anh ta ch€t vao chiéu hom do.

Khong cé vét thwong ngoai. Thir ma’y xét nghiém cling khong tha’y phan
rng gi.

“Nhung thoi dieém chét ra't dang Iwu tdm. Vira xong ddm ma cda Nishina
Naoki thi chuyén nay xay ra. That qua trung hop. Hon nira, cha Hashimoto
khai con minh khong ¢6 triéu chirng suy tim.”

“Piéu d6 ciing khong ndi 1én gi ca. Van dong vién th€ thao co trdi tim
manh khde si€éu pham ciling ¢6 khi dot ti vi dau tim.”

“To61 nghe chuyén twong tw roi, nhung...”

“Tém lai, cai chét clia Hashimoto chi 12 ngiu nhién thoi. Ngwoi ta khong
th€’ c6’'y gay nén con dau tim dwore.”

“Chéc th&, nhung chiing ta vin c¢An diéu tra quanh xdc chét. Lam dwoc
gi thi lam nao.”



Sau khi dwra mit nhin mot vong quanh phong, Sayama d&n gan gid sich.
Trén d6, sach chuyén nganh v€ ky thuat dién t& va co khi x€p san sat.
Ngoai ra con ¢d ti€u thuyét lich st, truyén khoa hoc vién twdng va sich
hwdng dan du lich.

Mot nhdn vién lam céng an liwong binh thwong. Sayama vira nghi vira
c¢am 18y khung anh nhd trén gid sach. La hinh chyp Hashimoto v&i cha, hai
ngurdi con lai chic 1a me va em géi. Anh chup ldc ca nha di sudi nwdc néng
nao d6. Tw tudi ciia Hashimoto, ¢6 th€ dodn dwoe tAm anh dwoc chup céach
day khoang mwoi nam.

“That dang ti€c.”

Sayama bat gidc thi thdm. Pwoc nudi ndng d€n chwng nay, dén khi
tredng thanh lai dot ngdt qua doi. Anh cdm thdng cho gia quyén hon 1a ban
than Hashimoto.

Khi Sayama dang ddt khung dnh vé vi tri cii, bdng c6 ti€ng uynh vang
1én. Anh quay d4u lai, thd'y Yano khuyu ngwoi dwdi chan ban. Ciu ta nghén
nghen kéu 1€n roi ngd guc xudng san nha.

“E, c4u lam sao vay?”’

Sayama d& Yano diy. Nhwng céu ta chi ho dir d6i, khong tra 1o dworc.

Chuyén gi thé’ nay!

Sayama dwa mét vé phia cdi ban ctia Hashimoto, phdt hién thit Yano
dang nhin.

Chiéc bit mdy m&i tinh bj ném di dang nam 1in 16c¢.
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Tht Tw, ngay hom sau.

“Khi doc hydro xyanua?”

Sayama cling d6ng nghiép tron mét khi biét k&t qua phdp y. Anh thuong
gdp cdc vu dau doc bang kali xyanua hoiic soda xyanua, nhung Tan niy mé&i
gap dang khi...

Ho dang & phong hop ctiia sé& canh sat Ogikubo. Nghi ngo' Hashimoto bi
sat hai, tong bd canh sat da l1ap doi diéu tra. Ngoai ra, vu an nay cé kha
ndng li€n quan mat thi€t dé€n 4n mang ctia Nishina Naoki, nén hai ddi cling
phdi hgp. Poi diéu tra cua s& canh sat Komae cling tham dw, khong khi
buoi hop rat cang thflng.

“Pay la chié€c bit mdy giéng véi céi dwge dung trong vy an.”



Nhén vién gidm dinh gio’ cao mot ciy biit mau den binh thwong. Tiép do,
anh ta thao roi chi€c but, cho moi ngwoi xem 6ng muyec.

“Loai but nay phai dung dau but hit myc vao, khdng phai loai thay rudt
but. Myc dwoc bom vao bﬁng cach cham dau but vao lo myc, dung tay di
chuyéh pit tong. Cling nguyén tic v&i stiing ban nwde ngay xwa ay. Van dé
nim & 6ng muc ndy. Theo k&t qui diéu tra, né cé chira tinh thé& kali
Xyanua.”

Trong phong day nén ti€ng 0n ao.

“Nhw vay thi chuyén gi s€ xay ra?” Canh sat tred'ng Ogikubo héi.

“Néu d€' nguyén thi khong sao. Vi n6 1a vat cha't on dinh. Tuy nhién...”

Anh nhan vién giam dinh dwa lo muc ra. Giong hét lo myc phét hién
trong phong Hashimoto. Anh ta thdo nfp, nhing dau bit mdy vao, di
chuyén pit tong.

“Né&u dwa muyc vao biit thé nay, moi thir s€ thay doi. Nhwng trong treong
hop nay, phai 1a myc xanh. Myc xanh ¢6 tinh axit, khi tron voi kali xyanua
s€ xay ra phan rng héa hoc. K&t qua tao ra axit cyanhydric, chinh la khi
hydro xyanua.”

Ti€ng On ao cang to hon.

“Vay myc den thi khong dwoc?” Ong canh sét triedng lai hoi.

“Khong duoc. DE myce ¢6 mau xanh, ngwoi ta da trdn thanh phén c6 tinh
axit. Thuc ra, khi diéu tra lo myc tai hién trwong, ching t6i phat hién né
chira nhiéu axit hon myc ban ngoai thi treong. N6i cach khac, hung tha
mudn x4y ra phan ng hda hoc nén da cho thém vai giot axit sunphuric hay
gi do.”

“To1 pham tri tu¢ daiy ma.” Ai do 1én ti€ng. Vai nhan vién cung gat dau.
Budi hop hom nay tip hop nhiéu ngwoi, nhwng chwa ai chirng kién vu nao
th& nay.

“Vay Hashimoto Atsushi hit phai khi nay ma chét?” Mot vién canh sét
héi.

“Pung vay. Ching t6i khong ro Iwong khi thodt ra nhiéu chwng nao.
Nhwng phan 1on khi doc tda ra tir chi€c bit mdy nay sé bay vao mét nan
nhan. Anh ta da hit hau nhw toan bd khi ddc tredc khi nd kip tan ra, nén
gan nhu chic chin s& chét ngay l4p tic.”

“Déang s¢ that.” A1 d6 1€n ti€ng.



“Khi hydro xyanua rd't dang s¢r. Thyc ra lic phat hién t thi, phan ng
héa hoc da diu di r'oi. Nhung trong lic diéu tra, anh Yano thudc s& canh sat
Komae hit phai chit khi con sét lai, dAn d&n phan tng. Chi mot lwgng nhd
thdi ma da lam Yano bi chan ddng trung khu h6 hap, ngd quy xudng. May
mén khong anh huwdng t&i tinh mang.” .

Cé tiéng cwoi vang 1én dau d6. Yano van con trong bénh vién. Do vdi
ciu ta, ddy qua la tai nan nguy hi€m, nhung ciing nho’ vdy ma canh sat
kham phé céi biy trong but. Nghe néi dii gidi phau nguwoi chét do tring doc
hydro xyanua cling kho bi€t dwoc nguyén nhan t vong.

Sau khi nhan vién gidm dinh bdo cdo xong, tredng phong diéu tra s¢
canh sat Ogikubo gidi thich vé chi€c bit mdy. Theo 6ng ta trinh bay, né
dworc glti bang bwru pham t&i nha Hashimoto vao thir By tuan trudc. Ngay
canh tr thi ¢ gid'y boc chuyén diing cho buru kién, chic d€ géi chiéc biit
mdy va lo myc. Buru kién ghi ngwoi givi 1a Nishina Toshiki, g tw ngay 13,
tirc 1a tredrc d6 mdt hom. C6 dau bru cuc Choufu, ngay canh tru sé Cong
nghiép ning MM.

“T6i dd hoi ong Nishina vé viéc ny. Ong Ay tra 101 12 khong hé giri géi
hang nhw vay.”

Diéu d6 thi chic rdi, Sayama thAm nghi. Pdi nao hung thi lai ghi tén
chinh minh. Tuy nhién anh chd y t&i viéc ké sat nhan dung tén cda Nishina
Toshiki.

Dia chi, tén ngwoi nhan va ngeoi gii déu dwoe ddanh may. Chwa khoanh
viing dwg'c miu mdy, nhung ¢6 vé hoi khdc so v&i mau trang bi tai céc
phong ban ctia Cong nghiép ning MM.

Bit mdy la sdn pham cua hang S. Gidy goéi qua la cda si€u thi Toyuu,
cling dwoc tim thdy trong phong Hashimoto cuing v&i gid'y boc bwu pham.
Trén gid'y g6i qua c6 gdn manh gid’y ghi: “Cé chit qua mon.”

Hung thii théng minh d6 chir. Sayama thdm than phuc céach thirc giy an.
S& chang ¢6 ai nghi ngd’ gi néu nhan dwoc vat pham tir chd tang ghi 12 “C6
chiit qua mon” ngay sau tang 1&. Hashimoto bi mic muu ciing dé hiéu.

Bu6i hop thong nhat hudng di€u tra ti€p theo. Canh sit s¢ Ogikubo sé
Tan theo chi€c bit mye va khi hydro xyanua, con s& Komae s€ di€u tra lién
k&t cua vu nay v&i cdi chét cia Nishina Naoki.

Sau khi hop xong, Sayama cung dong ddi quay vé s& canh sat Komae.
MO0t canh sat tré tudi 1ai xe, Sayama cung thanh tra Taniguchi ng'6i gh&” sau.



“Piéu tra cai chét ctia Nishina con chwa toi dau. Moi viéc cang phirc tap
hon.”

Xe vira chuyén banh thi thanh tra Taniguchi m¢ 1oi: “Van dé 1a, vu nay
lién quan gi t&i vu an tredre? Hashimoto va Nishina Naoki bi mét hung thia
sat hai v&i cing dong co w? Hay la Hashimoto dinh liu t&i céi chét cua
Nishina Naoki?”

“Ching ta nén nghi d&n ca hai hwéng.” Sayama néi. “C6 thé bat dau tir
viéc diéu tra ching clr ngoai pham ctia Hashimoto trong ngay Nishina
Naoki bi gi€t.”

Taniguchi 14p tirc gat dau.

“Cau ti&n hanh diéu tra nhé. Nhwng Hashimoto khong nim trong danh
sdch xin nghi hdm dé.”

“Piing 12 khong c6. Nhung ciing nén diéu tra cho chic.”

“Pung vay. Cling ¢6 kha nang anh ta nghi ma khong viét don.”

“Ngoai ra, tdi cling s€ di€u tra lién k€t gitra Hashimoto va Nishina
Naoki.”

“Ho c6 quan hé gi trong cong viéc khong nhi?”

“Ho cuing thudc bd phan nghién ctru phat trién, nén chic cling ¢6 quan hé
gi do.”

Sayama syc nhé ra nir nhan vién van phong lam viéc duwdi quyén Naoki.
Hinh nhw t€n 1a Nakamori Yumie. C6 ta c6 khi biet gi do6.

“A, chiing ta da tim hi€u ching ctt ngoai pham clia td't cd nhan vién xin
nghi hdm d6 chwa a?” Sayama doi cha dé.

“Hién tai chi x4dc nhan dworc nhirng nguoi ¢6 kha nang lién quan toi
Nishina Naoki.” Taniguchi néi vin tit. “T6i cit nghi nhitng ngudi nghi phép
déu c6 1y do gi d6, nhung khdng ngo ¢6 nhi€u ngwoi nghi chéng vi duyén
co gi. C6 vé ho xin nghi vi dwore chi thi phai tiéu bot s6 ngay phép con lai
theo k& hoach. Pung 1a ngwoi Nhat 1am viéc qua nhiéu ma khong gidi vui
choi. N6i 1a nghi phép, nhung nhiéu ngwoi chi xem tivi cd ngay hay ng'6i li
& quan pachinko.”

“May nguoi d6 ciing kho ki€m tra chirng ctr ngoai pham.”

“Dung vay.”

“Co6 ai dang lvu y khong a?”



“Chi ¢6 mot nguoi.” Taniguchi dwa ngén trd 1€n. “Nhwng chi vi t6i d€'y
dén chd 1am cta ngroi d6 thoi.”

“Ai vay a?’

“C6 Amamiya Yasuko, nhan vién trong van phong cta Nishina Toshiki.
Ngay d6 c6 ta ciing xin nghi phép, nhung khong c¢6 chirng ¢ ngoai pham
10 rang. CO ta khai la chi dao phd loanh quanh.”

Sayama th¢ dai.

“Chi vay thi khé néi la dang nghi.”

“Priing the". Hon nwra, phu nr khé ma thye hién cdch giy an nay.”

“Nan nhan bi siét cO nhi...”

Naoki bj thit c& tir phia sau bang day thirng. Sau khi khdm nghiém ti thi,
khong phat hién ra thudc nga trong ngwoi nan nhan. N6i cach khac, Naoki
chic chin da chdng cy. Strc e ctia mdt phu nit binh thwdng khong di d&
doi phé v&i mot ga dan 6ng viing vay vi sip chét.

“Nhung...” Taniguchi néi. “N&u c6 dong pham thi lai la chuyén khéac.”

“A, dong pham...”

Sayama cam thdy c6 gi d6 chot 16e 1én trong dau. T vu an Nishina
Naoki bj sat hai, ¢6 céi gi da ludn thu hdt sy chid y ciia anh. Dwong nhw anh
mo' h'6 thdy dwoe n6 roi.

“Céu sao vay?” Taniguchi hai.

Sayama lic dau: “Khong c6 gi a.”

Chéc con can chiit thoi gian d€ nhitng suy twdng mo h'd 4y dan dinh
hinh.
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Takuya biét Hashimoto bi sat hai ma khéng phai chét bénh twr ban tin t&i
thi Tw. Diéu nay da dd bat ngor, nhwng phwong thirc gi€t ngwoi con lam
Takuya rung minh hon.

“Hung thu dung cay bt mdy giong nhw chi€c nay. Kali xyanua dwoc cho
vao dng muyec...” Phét thanh vién giai thich.

Takuya 1ién chay t&i ban lam viéc, m¢& ngan kéo, 18y ra bru kién nhén
dwore hom thir Bay tuén truede.



Khong thé nham 14n dugc. Gidng hét ciy bt dworc chi€u trén tivi. Ngoai
ra, moi thr déu hoan toan tring khép: Gid'y boc qua cua siéu thi Toyuu,
dong chtr ghi “C6 chit qua mon”, tén nguwoi gui...

Hon nwra...

Takuya thtr thdo biit ra. Ong muc trong mo. Nhin k¥, y thiy c6 vat gi d6
bén trong. Mot tinh thé mau tring.

Takuya ndi da ga.

“Ai cha cha, gi th& nay...”

Dit chiéc bt chita doc xudng, Takuya vira ngdm nghia vira c& y 14m
bam v&i giong bong dua. Y lam vdy d€ bot s¢r hai dwoe ching nao hay
chirng d6. K& sat nhan khong chi nhim t&i Hashimoto, ma d'ong thoi 1ap
muu gi€t y ntra.

Takuya tin chic dy chinh 12 k& st hai Nishina Naoki. Khong rd vi 1y do
gi, hung théi dang nhim t&i ci ba ngudi tham gia viao k& hoach st hai
Yasuko.

Tiép theo sé la minh a7

Takuya thy &'n lanh s6ng lung.

K¢ sit nhan chéc s& tim phwong phép khac. Hin biét r6 Takuya s& khong
trinh bay viéc nhan dwoc cdy bit mdy nay voi canh sat.

S& bdo sang thir Nam chinh thirc xdc nhan cdi chét cia Hashimoto 1a do
bi sat hai. Cac nha binh luan thudc du linh vec dua nhau dang dan, chic vi
hung khi 1a chi€c but may, khong giéng cac vu an thong thwong. Mot nha
van trinh tham phat bi€u: “Phwong phap giét ngwoi rat sang tao, hung tha
hin 12 ngwdi tinh thong doc dwoe.” C6 18 nghi day 1a chuyén cla ngudi
khéc, 6ng ta ban chuyén ra't binh than.

Mot bai bao khac néu y ki€n vy dn nay c6 the li€n quan dén vu sat hai
Nishina Naoki treé’c d6, do hai nan nhan cung cong ty. Tuy nhién bai bdo
khong chi ra mdi lién quan gitra hai ngwoi. Thét ra di ¢é mudn d€ cép, ho
ciing khong tim ra manh md1 nao.

Poc bdo xong, Takuya x6 giay chuan bi di lam. Trwdc khi mé cira, y
ngodi nhin cin phong mot lwgt. Ctra néo da dwgrec dong kin, van bép gas
cling dwoc khoa can than.

Dau vay, lic di 1am vé ciing khong dwoc khinh sud't vao nha ngay.



Du khéa ctra k§ d&n c& ndo, hung thi van c6 th€ dot nhap néu quyét
tim. C6 khi hin d 1am chia khéa gia liic Takuya khong hay biét. Khi da
vao nha, hung thi s& ¢cAm dao, ndp s&n trong béng ti lanh. Hodc mé van
bép gas hét co. Khi gas khdong cé kha nang lam Takuya ngd ddc carbon
monoxide, nhwng s€ 14p tirc phat nd n€u y bat dén sau khi vé nha.

Takuya ciling nghi t&i kha nang @6 an trong ta lanh bi bdé doc. Hay c6 khi
hung thu thdo bd day ti€p dat cia mdy gidat d€'y bi giat dién chét.

Qua that ¢6 rd't nhiéu cach. Takuya cwoi gwong gao. Pay déu 1a nhirng
cach y nghi ra khi 1ap k& hoach gi€t Yasuko. Khong ngo gior ching lai hiru
ich trong viéc bao vé€ chinh minh.

Tom lqi phdi tim cdch di trwoc mét bwoc.

Takuya budc ra ngoai, khéa ctra lai. Khudn mit y trd 1én gay gat.

Khi Takuya t&i cong ty, qua nhién thdy moi nguwoi xi Xam vEé cdi chét
cta Hashimoto. Tuy nhi€n khong ai to ti€ng ban tan. Chi cé vai nhém nho
tim tum d6 day, thap giong tro chuyén véi vé mat u am.

Takuya t&i chd ngdi thi thd'y ¢c6 manh gid’y trén ban. Trén tor gidy viét
mot dong ngay ngin: “Anh Suenaga, ph6 tong Nishina cho goi.” D6 1a nét
chtr cda mdt nir nhan vién cung phong.

Y nhén lai cho trudng nhém, r'di réi khdi phong nghién ctru.

T&i phong gidm doc, y bit gidp Munakata Shinichi dang ng6i trén ghé
sofa, d6i dién v&i Nishina Toshiki. Toshiki ra hiéu cho Takuya ngdi xudng
bén canh Munakata.

“Td1 cho got cau khong vi gi khac, chinh 1a vé Naoki va Hashimoto.”

Takuya vira ng'6i xudng thi Toshiki m¢ 10i. Péc di€m cua ong 1a khong
mao dau dai dong.

“Clu co biet gi veé vu an khong?”

Giong Toshiki vAn diém dam chdm rdi nhw moi khi. Khong th& nghi ring
Ong vira ma't con trai mot tudn truedc.

“Khong a, t6i khdng biét gi.” Takuya trd loi. “Nhwng sao ngai lai goi t6i
vay a? Toéi cling khong thdn voi tredng phong Nishina hay céu
Hashimoto.”

Toshiki dap, van khong thay doi nét mit.

“Ly do don gian thoi. Vira ndy tdi cé néi chuyén véi Munakata, ciu ta
néi ring ciu c6 ddng co’ giét hai ngwoi kia.”



Nghe xong, Takuya ngac nhién nhin Munakata. Ga chi nhin I&én birc tranh
phong canh trén twong, dwong nhw khong hé nghe thdy nhirng 101 cla
Toshiki, ciing khong budn @€'y t&i 4nh mét clia Takuya.

“Naoki khong d¢6ng y mdi quan hé ctia cau véi Hoshiko, con Hashimoto
c6 th€ coi 1a do1i thd cta ciu trong chuyén tan tinh con bé. Nhwng ma...”

Toshiki bét tréo chan trén sofa.

“Munakata ciing néi la cau sé khong chon cach gdy an d€ minh bi nghi
ngo ro rang nhw vdy. Va ching toi cling bi€t Hashimoto von khong phai
ddi tha caa cau. Tuy nhién...”

Toshiki hot cao gigong. Takuya ba't gidc vueon thealng leng.

“Nhirng viéc thé nay can dwge xét vE 1y, chir khong chi vé tinh. Cau
dung 1a khong bi€t gi a?”

“Khong a.” Takuya ddp, van ng'6i thealng lwng.

“Néu bi canh sat nghi ngo, cdu c¢6 ching minh dwoe minh v6 t6i
khong?”

“Co th€ a.” Takuya khé li€c Munakata roi ti€p tuc. “Thyc ra canh sat da
hdi tdi vé chirng clr ngoai pham. Ngay tredng phong Nishina bj sat hai, toi
dang di cong tic & Nagoya. Chuyén nay nhiéu nguoi ¢6 the€' lam chirng. Sau
d6 canh sat khong quay lai nira, chic chitng ctr da @ thuyét phuc.”

Sau khi nghe xong, Toshiki nhin sang Munakata, khé gat dau. R61 ong
nhin lai Takuya.

“Puorc, t0i da hi€u. Khong phai t6i nghi ngo gi cdu, chi la ¢an c6 chirng
ctr khach quan. C6 chirng c& nay, tdi ¢ the€ nho ciu vai viéc trong vu dan
[an nay.”

“Vang, bat ctr viéc gi a.”

Takuya vira ddp vira nhin vao mét Toshiki. Lic d6 c6 tiéng nguoi gd
ctra. Yasuko ti€n vao, tay bung chi€c khay c6 ba cdc nwdc. Takuya 14p tirc
nhin di noi khéc.

“Cam on cd, that ding lic.” Toshiki néi v&i Yasuko. A 1ién mim cudi
dap lai.

“C6 Amamiya ndy da gitip toi nhiéu viéc, vdy ma sip nghi 1am ro6i.”

“Vay sao...”

Takuya nhin trom Yasuko. Anh méit hai ngwdi giao nhau trong chéc lat,
roiy lai cai xudng.



“Tya ma't di mot doa h'ong vay nhi.” Munakata noi.

“U. That ddng ti€c.”

N6i r6i Toshiki v&i tay 18y c6c nwdce. Yasuko yén lang Iui lai. Ngay
trirge khi 4 déng cira, Takuya dwa mét nhin sang, vira ldc Yasuko dang cdi
dau chao.

Trong khodnh khéc ngéin ngtii, 4nh mét hai ngwdi giao nhau.

Takuya roi phong giam dd'c, bwdc vao thang may. Munakata theo sau y.
Ngoai ra khong con ai khac.

“Vira ndy chic toi da 1am cdu khé chju, nhung tinh th& hién gio' khong
theé’ bao che cho nhau dwgc. Mong céu hi€u cho.”

Munakata néi, van nhin ctra thang mdy dang déng lai.

“T6i khong d€ bung dau.”

“Vay thi t6t. T6i cling khong hi€u rd ndi tinh cia ban nghién ctru robot
1&m. Chéc s& can c4u gidp strc.”

G4 néi nhw th€ ndm chic ban nghién cttu may bay.

“Chuwa chic may vu 4n ndy lién quan d&n cong ty ma anh. Trudng phong
Nishina va cdu Hashimoto ¢6 khi chi ngdu nhién cling ban nghién ctru robo't
thoi.”

“Mong la vdy. N&u lién quan t&i cong viée thi Ién chuyén mat.”

Thang mdy dwng lai, cdnh ctra m& ra. Munakata chao tam biét roi dinh
roi di, nhweng Takuya 1ién 187 tay can lai.

“C6 chuyén nay...” Takuya li€m mdi roéi héi ti€p. “Anh Munakata hinh
nhw dang tro’ gitp phé tong trong vu nay. Nhwng chéng hay anh di c6 bang
chirng khach quan veé sy trong sach cia minh chwa?”

Takuya mong doi Munakata sé thay d6i bi€u cdm it nhiéu. Nhung ga van
giong nhr moi khi, khudén mit khong hé bién sic. Ngwoc lai, c6 vé
Munakata thd’y ciu hdi cia Takuya kha bu'6én cuoi.

“Tat nhién la c¢6.” Munakata dap. “Hom d6 t6i di Yokosuka, budi tdi toi
nha Nishina. Trong Iic hung thi van chuyén cdi xdc, t6i dang cham cdc
cung pho tong.”

No6i r'oi ga kh€ ha't tay Takuya, ra khéi thang may.

Vé dén chd ngdi, Takuya ngdm nghi vé nhirng loi clia Munakata.
Yokosuka, tirc 1a cong xwdng clia ban nghién ctru mdy bay. Munakata da
toi d6, budi tdi m&i quay VE.



Tuy nhién, ngay ca khi Munakata c6 chirng ctr ngoai pham & Yokosuka
thi cling khong chirng minh dwgrc ga vo tdi. Cai xac la do chinh Takuya va
Hashimoto van chuyén, nén y hi€u rd chirng ctr ngoai pham trong khoang
thi gian d6 ching c6 ¥ nghia gi. Quan trong 1a thoi di®m Naoki bi sdt hai
Cco'.

Munakata Shinichi...

Takuya k€t ludn, Munakata 1a mdt trong nhirng d61 twong can dé€ phong.
Nghi lai thi Munakata l1a ngwoi ¢6 lgii nhd't sau cdi chét cia Nishina Naoki.
Né&u nha Nishina khong con con trai, nguoi ti€p ndi co nghiép sé€ la
Munakata. N&u vay trong twong lai xa, ga sé trd thanh 6ng chi cua Cong
nghiép ndng MM.

Nhung Takuya chot nghi lai. Munakata khong c6 dong co gi€t
Hashimoto. Gia st ga tim dwgc to' cam k&t trén thi theé’ Naoki, biét dwoc k&
hoach sat hai Yasuko thi viéc &y cling khong lién quan gi dén ga.

Ma khong chi mdi Munakata. Bat k€ hung thu 12 ai thi cling khong ¢6 1y
do mudn giét cd Hashimoto va Takuya, du biét dén to' cam két c6 chir ky
cta ca hai.

Néu noi dén ngwo'i co Iy do...

Takuya lai nghi t&i Yasuko. C6 thé’ @ mudn trd thu ma’y ga dan 6ng dinh
giét minh. Nhu vay thi cling dé hiéu.

Tém lai phai tim cdch tha ti€u & ta. Du Yasuko cé gi€t Naoki va
Hashimoto hay khong, sw t0n tai cda a ciing 1a tré& ngai voi Takuya. Yasuko
chuan bi thdi viéc, n€u a vé qué ma't thi kho ma ra tay.

Néu thé phdi hanh dong cang som cang t6t. Takuya si€t chit bit chi bAm
nhuw th€ d6 12 mot con dao. Phai 1am khi canh sat chwra nim dwore gi.

Ly twdng nha't 1a nguy tao tinh huéng Yasuko la hung tha gi€t Naoki va
Hashimoto, sau dé ty siat. Nhw vdy cudc di€u tra cia canh sat sé léng
xudng.

Trudng hop xAu nhat 12 canh sét bét dwoc hung thii. Han sé khai ra viée
ba ngwoi, g6m ca Takuya am muwu sat hai Amamiya Yasuko. Lic &Yy thi y
xong doi.

Phai that nhanh chéng, cang nhanh cang tot.

Takuya dang siét chit ciy bit chi bA'm thi dién thoai trén ban bdng do
chudng. Y lién choang tinh, cam &ng nghe 1én.



“Phong nghién ctru s& 2 nghe may.”
“Anh Suenaga? La to1 day.”
Nguwoi goi dién la Nishina Hoshiko.
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Ngay sau chudng bdo bit dau gio 1am, Yumie dwoc Hagiwara cho goi,
bdo cd chuyén twr phong riéng clia tredng phong sang phong lén. Moi
nguwoi & cong ty van chwa tram tinh lai sau tin Hashimoto & phong nghién
ctru 86" 1 bj sat hai.

“Tredng phong ma lai ¢6 phong riéng, von di cling kha ky quac. T6i dinh
1&y phong d6 1am chd lwu tr tai liéu. HOm nay cd chuyén ban va ti lam
viéc di nhé. A tién th€ nho ¢6 don dep lai dong tai li€u ntra.”

Hagiwara lién thodng chi dao. Yumie lién cdi dau, ddp: “T6i hicu réi.”
Thé& r'di, ¢ roi khoi chd Hagiwara, tham théd phao. Do cdi chét ctia Nishina
Naoki, hién tai Hagiwara chinh thirc thanh tredng phong. Yumie da rung
minh khi nghi ring Ong ta s& chuyén ban sang phong riéng cia trudng
phong. Yumie ghét tinh lanh lung ctia Hagiwara, cling nhin thau phan xdo
quyét cta 6ng ta. N&u phai & cling phong v&i ngwoi nay ca ngay, cd sé
bu'dn phién dén phat dién.

Trwdng phong Nishina Naoki tinh tinh lai dé chiu dén thé..

Pang don ban 1am viéc, Yumie chot nho téi Naoki. Du ng'6i cung phong
v&i mdi minh anh ta, ¢d chwa bao gior thAd'y ngdt ngat. Naoki ludn chid y d€
cO ¢6 thé thoai mai lam viéc.

Ngim lai, ddy ciing 12 bi an 1o'n nhit.

Tai sao triwong phong Nishina lgi do1 tot voi minh nhw vay? Ma trwoc
hét, vi sao anh 4y dwa minh vé day?

TAt nhién Yumie ciing nhé rang Naoki 13 ngwoi khé gan. Nhung qua
thoi gian, ky e d6 dan nhat di, dé€n gio’ chi con &n tweng tdt dep.

Vay ma Nishina Naoki bi sat hai. Yumie khong hi€u dwoece tai sao lai ra
nong ndi vay. C6 the bi kich phat sinh tir cdc mdi quan hé phirc tap clia anh
ta. Cdu Hashimoto ctia phong nghién ctru 86" 1 cling c6 vé 1a nguoi tot.
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Yumie dwng tay lai, budt miéng kéu 1én. C6 syc nhé ra mot viéc quan
trong. A khong, that ra Yumie chaalng bi€t viéc nay cd quan trong khong,



nhung han khong nén gitt im ling.

Viéc do cdch day mdy héom 4y nhi? Yumie nhin lich, nham tinh.
Hashimoto tirng dwoc goi dén phong nay. Lic d6 ¢d6 dwoc 1énh di ra chd
khdc. Trong nhw ho sip ban bac diéu gi bi mat...

Co chgt nhé hdm &y khong chi c¢6 Hashimoto. Ping r6i, c6 cd anh
Suenaga nira. Suenaga thudc phong nghién ctru s& 2. Anh ta cling tham gia
buoi hop do6.

Yumie cheamg bi€t li€u c6 nén ndi chuyén nay cho canh sat khong. Néu vi
th&"ma anh Suenaga bi nghi ngo thi that dang tiéc.

Néu lan to'i cdnh sdt héi thi minh sé noi.

Yumie git dau. Co s€ khong chit dong lién lac véi canh sat. Nhwng néu
bi hoi thi c6 sé khai.

Sau khi quy€t nhw vay, c6 thdy thoai mai hon.

Yumie im ling tiép tuc don dep ban gh&, sip x&p tai liéu trong ti. Hom
triedre, canh sat da toi va 18y di ghi chép cd nhan cia Naoki, nhung tai liéu
cOng viéc van con nguyén.

Gi thé'nay?

Yumie da don d&n hoc ti dwdi cung. Co vai tap tai liéu mong dan nhéan:
“K& hoach phat tri€én nam xx”, trong s& d6 ¢6 mot tap kha di thwong lam ¢6
cha y.

“K€& hoach phat tri€n nam 1974.”

Tap tai li€u nay ra't ky la vi phong nay duoc thanh 1ap vao nam 1975.
Nhu viy khong th€ ton tai ban ké hoach cho nam trudc do.

Yumie rut tap tai li€u ra xem thte. That la lung, n6 trong khong ci ky dén
vay. Tai liéu nhirng ndm bay mwoi hau hét déu bi vang .

Co ba't giac 1at gio trang bia, to mo khong bi€t né néi ve céi gi.
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Nho' ddm nhén vién nam tré tudi gidp strc, ban ghé va ta tai liéu da dugc
van chuyén xong. Ban Yumie dwoc x&€p bén canh chd clia Hagiwara. Khi ¢o
veé chd ng'6i mdi, Hagiwara 1ién chao hoi: “Tw gio> mong ¢o gitip d6.”

Yumie cling ddp: “Mong dwgc tredng phong méi gidp do.” Nhung
giong cb khao khao la lung.

“Co0 sao vay? Sic mit xau 1m?”



“Khong a. T6i chi hoi mét thoi.”

Yumie ddp, kh& s& vao md minh. R6i c¢d bit dau sip x&p vin phong
pham trén ban d& dé lam viéc hon.

C6 tiéng chudng vang 1én. La dién thoai trén ban Hagiwara. Ong ta néi
hai ba cau gi d6 ro1 dung tay che dng nghe lai, nhin sang Yumie.

“Co Nakamori bay gio’ c6 ranh khong? Canh sat dang & phong ti€p
khach, ho mudn néi chuyén véi ¢o.”

“Canh sata...”

Suy nghi trong gidy lat, Yumie git dau: “Vang, bay gio toi ranh.”

Hagiwara néi lai v&i dau day bén kia. Sau d6 ong ta ciip may réi ndi.

“Ho doi tai sanh ti€p khach, ban s& 12. Vién canh sat t€n 1a Sayama.”

Yumie dén ban s& 12 nhw dwoc bdo, thdy Sayama dang ng6i doi mot
minh. Ldn trwoc con cé mdt anh cdnh sdt néng tinh nita ma. Vira nghi, c6
vira cat loi chao hdi roi ng'6i xudng doi dién anh ta.

Sayama bit dau bing viéc hdi vé Nishina Naoki. Sau d6 hdi Yumie c6
nh¢ ra diéu gi, hay nghe dwgce tin d6n gi khong.

“Khong cé a.” Yumie tra loi.

“C0 co tim ra céi gi khong?”

“Tim ra cai gi co a?”

“Cai gi c6 th€ lién quan t&i vu an &y. Vi du ghi chép ctia anh Nishina
chealng han. Khong c6 sao?”

“To1 khong thdy gi a.”

Yumie nhin xudng ban. Tay co6 dit trén duii, nim chit khin mui soa.

Vién céanh st ti€p tuc hdi. Van nhirng cAu nhw Tan trede, nén Yumie
cling tra 1o twong tur, rang khong thay gi ddng ngo.

“Con anh Hashimoto...” Sayama chuyén cha dé. “Co6 cé nhén ra mdi lién
hé nao gitra anh ta va Nishina khong? Vi du nhw gan diy lam viéc clung
nhau, hodc s& thich gidng nhau.”

Yumie lic d4u. Vién canh sit tiép tuc hdi.

“Gan day hai ngwoi d6 cé gap riéng khong?”

“Gdp riéng...”

“Khong, khong can chi ¢6 hai ngwoi &y voi nhau ciing dwgc.”



Yumie siét chit khin mii soa. Sau d6 c6 nhin thang vao méit vién canh
sat, trd 1o dut khoat.
“Khong a. Téi khdong nhé ¢é dip nao nhw vay.”
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Sau khi nhin Nakamori Yumie ra khdi phong, Sayama budc toi dién
thoai bén canh quéy ti€p tin. Anh nha’c 6ng nghe, goi t&i phong nghién ciru
s0 1. Anh hen gap tredng nhém Suzuki.

Suzuki nghe mdy, bao s€ 1ap tirc d€n ngay. Tt giong ndi, Sayama c¢6 an
twong Ong ta la nguoi yéu dudi.

Sau khi goi dién xong, anh quay v€ ban, tong hgp lai nhitng gi da nghe
dwoc toi gio. Theo cha Hashimoto, anh ta khong c6 quan hé ca nhan véi
Nishina Naoki. Nhung hai cha con s6ng xa nhau nén diéu nay ciing chéng
bi€t c6 dung khong.

“Thing Atsushi s& khong gidu ching t6i diéu gi.”

Nguwoi cha tra 1o dy ty tin. Sayama nghi s ty tin 4y ¢6 khi chét nguor,
nhung ciing khong phan bién.

Sayama ching ngd 1a khong thu dwoc thém thong tin gi tr Nakamori
Yumie. C6 ta 1a ngwoi gan Nishina Naoki nha't. Anh ¢ nghi s€ hoi dwge gi
do.

Nhdc dén chuyén do, so cdnh sdt Komae tim ra mét tin la liing.

b6 la vé Nakamori Yumie. Theo thong tin 2y, cd ta ban dau thudc phong
thi€t k&, nhwng Naoki ¢6 stec chuyén cd ta sang bd phan hién tai. Chuyén
nay teng khién moi nguwoi ban tian, nhwng cud’i cung chi 1a don dai.

Nakamori Yumie hom do khong nght lam.

DAu vay, Sayama nghi van ¢an diéu tra cho chic. Ding lic d6, c6 nguoi
t&i tredc mat Sayama. Anh ngang dau 1én nhin. Ping nhw 4n twong lic ndi
chuyén qua dién thoai. M6t ga dan 6ng gay go dang cii dau tried'c mat anh.

“Vay anh Hashimoto hdm d6 lam thém t&i 9 gio tdi?”

Khi Sayama héi, Suzuki thuéc phong nghién ctru s6 1 lién tuc git dau.
Ong ta 1a cAp trén ctia Hashimoto trén gify t&, nhung thyc t& Hashimoto
lu6n ti€n hanh nghién ctru theo y minh. Suzuki cling thd nhan diéu dé.

“Ong Suzuki & cting anh Hashimoto ca budi?”



“Khong hin ca budi nhuwng t6i bi€t ciu ta & lai lam mudn. To6i cb thay
bong dang ciu ta trong phong thwc nghiém ma.”

“Ra vay.”

Sayama tham nghi, Hashimoto c6 chitng cr ngoai pham dén tan 9 gio thi
khong gy an dwore. Anh hoi vE hoat dong ctia Hashimoto trong ngay 10
thang 11, tirc ngay Nishina Naoki bi sat hai. Nhung c¢6 vé anh ta di 1am that.

“A tién th&, dng tha'y anh Hashimoto 12 nguoi thé nao?”

Sayama héi v&i giong diéu nhw dang tan gu. C6 I€ vi vy ma Suzuki ¢
phan b6t cing thing.

“Cau ta siéng ning 1im. DU c6 chd chwa d4dng tin cdy. Than hinh hoi map
chut.”

Suzuki da binh tinh lai d€ c6 the néi dua.

“Anh ta c6 tham vong khdng?” Sayama hoi.

“Tham vong &y a? Cau &y khong c6 vé tham vong dau. Du ciing ¢c6 mo’
woe.”

“Udc mo gi vay?”

“Hashimoto mudn nghién ctru khai thac vi tru. Vi thé& ciu ta da xin
chuyén t&i tru s& My cia MM. Bén d6 ¢6 linh vyc nay. Thyc ra nghe néi
nguyén vong cua cdu ta da dwgc thong qua roi. Cau ta rd't vui mung khi
bi€t tin nay... Vay ma lai xay ra chuyén.”

Suzuki néi mdt mach tron tru, nhung d&n day lai ngac ngt.

“Thé& anh Hashimoto c¢6 quan hé gi v&i anh Nishina Naoki? Ong c6 nghe
g1 vé chuyén dé khong?”

Suzuki lac dau.

“Ciing c6 lién k€t vé mdt cong viéc. Nhung trén phwong di€n c4 nhan,
t6i khong nhé hai ngwoi d6 ¢6 giao du.”

“Anh Hashimoto ¢6 néi gi vé vu an anh Nishina bi sat hai tredc d6
khong?”

Tredng nhém Suzuki nghiéng dau ban khoan.

“Cau ta khong nhic d&n maYy.”

“Ki€u tranh né chu dé ay a?”

“N6i ding hon, chic vi Hashimoto nghi d6 14 chuyén thién ha. Hin cau
ta khong ngo’ chinh minh ciing tréd thanh nan nhan. Du sao, t6i thd’y ciu ta



khong phdi nguwoi sé bi ai d6 thu ghét. Ciu ta c6 hidu 1dm. Nghe néi thang
nao ciling vé nha & Chiba, 1di xe dwa cha me di ddy d6. Pau nhiéu nguwoi
lam dwgc nhw vay.”

“Ping the&.”

Sayama hwdng wng, nhung d6ng thoi nhan ra trong loi néi cia Suzuki
¢6 chd ddng lwu tAm.

“Anh Hashimoto thich 14i xe a?”

“C6 vé rat thich. Ciu ta tieng 14i mot minh toi Izu.”

“Anh ta lai xe gi vay?”

“Xem nao. Budi di choi Tan tredee, cdu ta ¢d cho t6i qué giang...” Suzuki
vd vb cdi tran dd héi khd cao cia minh r'o6i thdt 1én: “A ddng roi. La mot
chiéc Crown!l. Hashimoto bao chon chiéc d6 d& cha me ng6i cho thoai
mai.”

“Crown a...”

Trong d4u Sayama hién Ién hinh anh loai xe 4'y. Khong chi chd ng'di ma
ca cop xe cling kha rong.

“Buoi di choi d6, cdu ta ddm nhiém vai tro 1ai xe mét nha't ma khong
than 14y mot 1. Ping 1a ngwoi tot. VAy ma lai ra ndng ndi nay, that khé
hieéu.”

Sayama vo nghe cho qua nhitng 1o k€' 1€ khong dirt cia Suzuki.

%

Chi€c Crown mau trﬁng cua Hashimoto dwgc diu tai bai dd xe phia
Pong chung cw. N6 dwgrc danh bong can than nén sang choang nhw mai.
Di€m nay ciling the hién 16 tinh cach ctia Hashimoto.

Vay trong xe chdc ciing dwoc lau don thwong xuyén.

Ne&u vay sé kho phan doén.

“Néu Hashimoto vin ¢6 mit & cong ty dén 9 gio t61 thi anh ta vo ti.
Diéu tra cai xe c6 ich gi dau.”

Khi Sayama d€ nghi kham xét chi€c xe ctia Hashimoto, Taniguchi dit ra
nghi van nhw vdy. Anh d6ng y v&i cach nghi 4y, nhung...

“DAu sao ciing nén ki€m tra cho chéc.” Sayama kién dinh. “Chic hin
hung thu da diung xe hoi d€ van chuyén tr thi cua Naoki. Xét tam 1y t6i



pham, hin ta s& khong diing xe thué vi s& d€ lai chitng ctt. Chiéc xe dé c6
khi lai & ra't gan ching ta.”

“Vé co ban thi té6i dong y.”

Taniguchi gat dau. Thuc sy 6ng ciing da cho kieém tra ky lwong chi€c
Volvo yéu thich cua Naoki, b&i ¢6 th€ hung thi ding chinh xe cua Naoki d¢
ché xdc. Nhwng khong tim tha’y gi trong chi€c Volvo ca. Ma theo 1o khai
cta nhirtng ngwoi sdng trong tda nha, chi€c Volvo diu sudt trong bai vao
hom xay ra vu én.

“Thé cr thir xem sao nhi. C6 kha nang Hashimoto cho hung thi mwon
xe ma.”

Sau mot h'6i suy nghi, Taniguchi dong y v&i dé xua't clia Sayama.

C6 tim ra gi khong nhi? Mot s¢ii téc ciing tot ldm roi.

Sayama vira nhin nhan vién giam dinh lam viéc, vira Cau nguyén cho tryc
gidc cua minh chinh x4c.

“Thé& nao r6i?”

Anh hdi nhan vién ki€m tra c6p xe. Nhung ciu gidm dinh vién tré lién
l4c dAu r'oi tiép tuc cong viéc.

“C6 dau vét rira xe gan day. Mot manh gidy vun cling khong con.”

“0..”

Néu xe da dwoc rira thi ciing ¢6 hwedng d€ suy luan. Cheamg c6 tén hung
tht nao khong lau don xe sau khi chd xdc chét ca. Nhwng anh ciing thay
ngtra ngdy kho chju vi khong tim dwgre ddu vét hung tha.

Sayama vong qua chd gh& ngoi. Tai ddy nhan vién gidm dinh dang can
than 18y dau van tay. Gia du hung thi mwon chi€c xe nay thi c6 the trén tay
14i con da'u van tay cta ai d6 ngoai Hashimoto.

“Chi€c xe rat sach s€.” Tredng nhom giam dinh néi voi Sayama. “Phén
nhya déu dwoc quét cha't 1dng bao vé. Khdng dinh mot chiit bui. Chfmg th€
ngo chi€c xe nay da dung dwoe hai nam. C6 vé anh ta thwong lau don rat
ky lwong.”

“Ttrc 12 khdng phai voi vang lau don gan day?”

“T6i nghi khong phai vay. N&u khdng cham chiit thwong xuyén thi khong
duoc thé nay.”

N

“Vay a.’,



Sayama tham nghi thé ndy thi chiang hay ho gi. N&u c6 vét tich chiéc xe
bi lau chui vo1 vang thi hay hon.

Lidc Sayama chao tam biét va dinh roi di, tredng nhém giam dinh chot
thot 1én: “O...” Sayama ngodi nhin, thd'y anh ta dang nhom xudng dwdi
ghé’.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“A, c6 tht nay.”

Tredng nhom gidm dinh dwa cho Sayama mdt manh gidy dd mot
centimét.

“Trén nay c6 chwr s§.” Sayama noi.

Trén mau gidy tring c¢é s& “1150” va mot dwong vong cung nhw con
ddu. Phia trén hang s& la chr “phi” mau vang. RS rang la chw in.

“Cai gi day nhi?” Sayama lam bam.

“Gi vay nhi? C6 cam giac t6i ting thay dau d6 roi.”

“Vang.” Sayama gat dau. “Toi cling c6 cam giac vay.”

R'6i anh ¢Am manh gid’y bang dAu ngén tay, soi nd dwdi dnh mit trovi.

Nghi v&n ciia Sayama 14p tirc dwore gidi dap béi Shindo, von thich 14i xe.
Khi anh mang mau gidy bi an vé s& canh sit Komae, Shindo nhin qua la
bi€t ngay.

“A, 1a héa don cao tdc. Khong thé sai dworc.”

“Hoéa don?”

“Vang. Em cling c6 ma.”

Shindo rit tr vi ra mot manh gidy tring. Trén d6 c6 in dong chir “Hoéa
don - Cong ty cong cong dwong bé Nhat Ban”. Vira nhin thdy nd, Sayama
lién hi€u ngay. Anh ciing qud quen v&i cdi nay. Mdi Ian di qua tram thu phi
déu nhan dwoc to hda don nhw vay.

“Hiéu r6i. Vay chir ‘phi’ 1a mot phian cda twr ‘LE phi’. Con 7150 1a s& tién
dwoc dong dau.”

“Du la vat ra't quen thudc, nhiéu khi chi nhin mot phén thi khong doéan ra
dwoc.”

Shindo vira dwa tay co mili vira noi.

“Dau sao, mau gid’y ndy cho tha'y gan ddy Hashimoto c6 di cao tdc. A
cling khong nhat thi€t ngwoi 14i xe 1a Hashimoto.”



Sayama dang 1dm bam mot minh thi bén canh vang 1én ti€ng Taniguchi.

“Cau dang nghi gi vay? Manh gid’y dugc tim thdy tw xe cia Hashimoto
thi cling khong th€ két luan né lién quan dén vu an. Xe ai cling vay thoi,
n&u luc ky thi th€ nao ciling thd'y mot hai to héa don. Vi lai, ching ta cling
khong tim thay da'u v€t cai xac trong xe ma?”

Sayama li€én phan bién lai Taniguchi.

“T6i hi€u, nhung cling khong th€ bd qua chi ti€t manh gidy vun dwoc
tim ra trong xe cia Hashimoto. T6i ciing da héi chu can ho Hashimoto dang
thué. Cé vé anh ta thwong rira xe mdi tuan, hay hai twdn mot Tan. Khi d6
chic Hashimoto ciing s& lau don trong xe. Vay c6 thé k&t luAn manh gidy
nay m&i cé gan day.”

“Cé th& ding 1a gan diy, nhung chwra chic 12 vao ngay Nishina Naoki bj
giet.”

“Ciing chwra chic khong phai ngay d6.”

Taniguchi lwom Sayama vai gidy r'oi bao mot vién canh sat tré mang ban
@6 dwong bo t&i. Ong ta mé trang cudi ra tredre mit Sayama. D6 1a bang 18
phi dwong cao toc.

“Pi tor Tokyo dé€n Osaka ma't bao nhiéu tién?”” Taniguchi héi.

“Khoang 10.000 yén.” Sayama ki€m tra bang gi r'oi tra loi.

Pap xong, anh Iién hi€u y Taniguchi.

“Pung vay. Nhung méanh gidy d6 ghi 1.150 yén. Tirc khéng phai héa don
chay xe t Tokyo dé€n Osaka.”

“Nhung chic gi hin s& chay th:eamg. C6 kha niing hin roi cao toc gitra
chung r'éi vao lai.”

“Lam thé& voi muc dich gi?”

“T6i chwa biét. Nhwng c6 the’ & day an gidu bi mat nao d6. Ngoai ra, tdi
con chid y t&i chi ti€t héa don bi xé vun. Binh thwong nguoi ta sé vo nat tor
héa don khi vt di. Xé vun nghia 1a mudn tiéu hiy nd.”

Co [€ bi giong dieu Sayama thuy€t phuc, Taniguchi im ldng trong gidy
lat. R'61 nét mdt 6ng diu di nhw da chiu thua.

“Cau ctr c6 chit nghi ngo 1a phai diéu tra ngon nganh maéi chiu.”

“Théi quen truedc gio’ ctia toi d6 a.”

“Thoi quen do ciing tot. Vay ciu dinh lam g1?”



“Pau tién phai diéu tra xem hda don nay dwoc dung trong khoang cy ly
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nao.
“Cu ly cho 1.150 yén a. Néu twr d6 tim ra chia khéa vu 4n thi t6t.”
N6i roi Taniguchi ddi manh bang 1€ phi cao t6c cho Sayama.

6

“H6m nay Tan dau dugc Yumie ra di an, anh nghi s€ nhan dwoc losi d6ng
y tt em. Ma c6 vé khdng phai vay.”

Pang choc nia vao lat bo bit tét, Sakai Gorou dwng tay, cat ti€ng. Khi
Yumie quay sang nhin, anh cwoi khé, dwa mi€ng thit 1én miéng.

“Khong sao diu, em ding d€ tdim.” Gorou ti€p tuc ndéi vui vé. “N&u em
khong thich thi ¢t néi thing. DAu sao anh quen bj tir chdi roi, thém mot Man
nwra cling khong hé gi. Yumie khong can giw y.”

“Sao co’?” Yumie héi lai. Sau d6 ¢d6 m¢i hi€u anh ta mudn néi gi, vé mat
1ién dju di. “A, khong phai diu. Hom nay em ra anh di in khong phai d€ tra
loi chuyén d6. Cho em suy nghi thém chtt nhé?”

Lan nay toi lwgt Gorou ngac nhién kéu 1€n: “Sao co?” Sau d6, nhw hi€u
ra y cua cd, anh nhoén cuoi, d€'16 ham ring tring.

“Thé ra khong phai chuyén d6 a. U, bao lau anh ciing doii. Nhung ma...”
Gorou nhin mit Yumie chim chd. “H6m nay Yumie trong la 1dm. Khong
ndi ndng gi, ma cling cé vé khong mudn an udng. o cong ty co6 chuyén gi
ar’

“Vang, ma ciing khong hin 1a the...”

Yumie bd dao nia xudng, d€ lai hon mdt nira 1t bit t€t. C6 ding 1a khong
tha’y thém &n. Tt xwa c6 da vay, hé c6 chuyén phién nio la 14p tirc bao ti bj
anh hudng.

Chiéu nay, lic chuan bi ra v€, Yumie quyét dinh nho Gorou tw van. C6
goi dién ti chd lam cta anh, hdi xem t01 nay cé gdp mit dwoc khong.
Gorou tra loi ¢6 lam thém nhung s€ thu x&p. Hai ngwoi gép nhau lic 7 gio
t01 tai mot tiém ca phé, sau d6 dén quén bit t€t ho da ghé vai an. Quan co
gid ca hop 1y, phian an lai 1&'n nén nhiéu gia dinh thwong ghé qua.

“La vé vu an w?” Gorou thdp giong. “Hinh nhw lai ¢6 ngwoi bi giét,
nhung chuyén do6 c6 gi lam em béan tam a?”



Yumie im 1dng nhin xudng, roi ¢ don hét quy€t tam, kéo phong bi gidy
bén canh lai gan. C6 18’y tir phong bi ra mot tap tai liéu.

“Anh xem thtt di.” Yumie v&i tay qua ban, dwa Gorou tép tai li€u. Anh
1ién bd nia va dao xudng, 13y khan lau tay r'oi cam tap tai liéu voi vé nghi
hoac.

“K€& hoach phét tri€nh ndm 1974... Gi th& nay?”

“Anh xem th bén trong di.”

Gorou gat dau, lat gi¢ to bia. Lic dau, vé mat anh 10 rd sy hoang mang.
Sau khi xem mdt h'6i, gwong mit &y chuyén sang cang thaamg. Yumie nghi
bi€u cdm clia minh Itic tim ra tap tai liéu chic cling giong Gorou bay giod.

“Yumie, cdi nay 1a...” Gorou ngang 1én. Khudn mit tai xanh.

“Hom nay em don ti lam viéc cua tredng phong Nishina thi tinh co tim
ra. Em d3 ngac nhién 1dm. Anh Gorou nghi sa0?”

Anh ta 14t qua 14t lai tip tai li€u roi 14c dau.

“Anh khong biét... Nhwng nghi ky thi cling khong la 1dm. Anh Nishina
hin c6 trach nhiém lwu tri nhitng thir nay.”

“Th& ma anh Ay lai can 18y tiéu dé gia ‘K& hoach phét trien nam 1974’
ur?” Yumie hoi.

Gorou chi im lang.

“Em thay ky la 14m. Chéc c6 gi 4nh gidu ddng sau.”

“Yumie a, em néi chuyén nay v&i ai chwa... canh sat chflng han?”

Yumie ldc dau.

“HO6m nay canh sat t&i tim em. Lic d6 em dinh néi cho ho, nhwng lai
thoi. Em khong mudn hanh dong khinh sua't.”

“Anh hi€u ma.” Gorou ndi. “Vay em dinh lam gi?”

Yumie 4m w roi cdi xudng, sau d6 ngang 1én nhin lai anh ta.

“Em c6 cadm gidc chuyén nay lién quan t&i viée tredng phong thuyén
chuyén em vé€ phong k& hoach phat trién. Va cd may vu 4n gan diy nura.”

“MaYy vu giét ngudi? C6 18 ndo...” Gorou lién tuc nhap nhdy mét, li&€m
moi.

“Em ciing khong cé can ctr gi, nhung khong th€ khong cam thdy nhw
vay. Anh Gorou giip em nhé?”

“Ta’t nhi€n, vi€c g1 anh cling s€ giup.”



“Em s& thi tw tim hi€u. Ching 15 ¢6 tim ra dwoe mdi ddy lién quan
khong, nhwng em s€ cd lam nhirng gi cé the.” R6i Yumie néi véi Gorou.
“Néu khong, em sé& ching the tra 101 anh chuyén kia.”

Gorou nhin chdm chidm vio mét c6 ro6i 14m bam.

“Han Ia th& roi.”
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Vao qudn trwoc mwoi lam phit, ngdi gan cira so. Sau khi goi ca phé
xong thi tién lai gan civa s6, nhin xudng dwong, khong dwoc rovi mdt.

D6 12 luat 18 Hoshiko ddt ra moi IAn hai ngwoi gdp mit.

“T61 nay anh di voi t6i.” Sang d6, Hoshiko goi dién. “Vao 7 gio tai quén
nhw moi khi. Pwoc chwa?”

Nang khong cho y co hoi trd 15 c6 hay khdng. Takuya dap rang da hiéu,
roi hdi rot cudce t6i nay c6 chuyén gi.

“Chuyén chd & 4y ma.” Nang tra 1o1.

“Chuyén chd &7”

“T6i dinh s€ chuyén sang can phong lon. Nguwoi thi chét r'oi, bd khong
can phong nhw vay that qua lang phi.”

“A, ra the"”

Nghia la Hoshiko mudn chuyén sang phong Naoki. Con Takuya phai
gitip nang chuyén do.

“Td1 nay chi ¢6 viéc d6 v?”

“Pung vay. C6 th€ thdi nén anh ba't man a?”

Giong Hoshiko tré nén gay gat. That 12 mot c6 nang khé chiéu.

“A khong. Tdi twdng c¢6 chuyén lién quan t&i cdi chét ciia Hashimoto.”

“A anh Hashimoto... hinh nhw chét roi nhi.” Giong Hoshiko hoi trim
xudng.

“Cau ta bi sat hai. Ti€u thw khong doc bao sao?”

“Poc ro6i. Nhung sao tdi lai phdi dinh ddng gi dén cdi chét cua anh ta
ch?”

“A khong. Khong c6 1y do gi dic biét dau.”

“Néu khong cé 1y do, anh dwng néi may chuyén v& van. 7 gio nhé.
Ping mudn day.”



N6i r6i nang chi dong dap may.

Pau hin la khong ¢6 1y do. Takuya vira udng c6¢ ca phé den dwore nhan
vién mang t&i vira ngim nghi. D61 v&i Hoshiko, Naoki chang phai 1a mot
ké gay tré ngai hay sao? Nang c6 dong cor d€’ gi€t Naoki. Nhwng cling nhw
Munakata, nang khéng ¢6 1y do gi d€ra tay v&i Hashimoto.

Udng dwoc nira coc, Takuya nhin thd'y mot chiéc Porsche tring dau lai
dudi ctra s0. Takuya voi dat c6c ca phé xudng, mang hda don téi quay
thanh todn. Y m¢& vi, phat hién chi ¢6 to 10.000 yén, beén tic lwdi. Hoshiko
con dat ra mot luat 1€ ntra: “Phai chuan bi tién 1& khi mua ca phé d€ khong
ma't cong thoi lai.”

Nhan vién thanh todn rat chdm chap. C6 vé la ntr sinh cap ba lam thém.
Takuya chdp 187y ti€n thwa tr ban tay vung v€ &y, nhét vao tdi roi lao ra
khéi quan.

Hoshiko dang ng6i cho trén ghé&” 14di chia chi€c Porsche, go tay vao vo
ldng. Takuya vay chao, roi chui vao xe qua ctra bén kia.

“Nhén vién thanh toan lam t6i ho'i ma't thoi gian.”

Takuya vién c&, nhwng Hoshiko khong dap, ct thé” nd may. BD'ong h6
dién t& chwa dén 7 gio. Du vay Hoshiko cling khong th€ dori qua ba phuit.
Khi chwra bi€t tinh nét nay cua nang, cé Tan Takuya vao toilet cia tiém ca
phé thi nang vé Iudn. Du lic d6 con nam phit nira m&i d€n gio hen. Vi the
khi hen gip nang, Takuya khong the roi mét khoi ctra s& quan ca phé.

“Vé anh Hashimoto &y ma...” Chay xe dwgc mot doan, Hoshiko noi.
“T6i c6 tha’y anh chyp cay bit may ma hung thu dung d€ gy an.”

“San pham cong ty S.”

Takuya noi, tirc thi nang khit mdi.

“Du gwri cho nhan vién binh thwong, cha t6i cling s€ khong dung th
hang ndi dia ré tién nhwr vay. Nghi mot chut thi phai thd’y ba't thwong chi.
Hay c6 khi anh Hashimoto nghi d6 la hang cao cap.”

“Khong phai vay sao?”

Takuya rda tham trong bung: P61 v&i bon toi thi d6 1a hang cao cap. Bén
minh ciing bj Itra, suyt nira thi bj sat hai.

“Thé& nén hung thu cling chealng thong minh 14m. Né&u 12 toi, hin s& khong
bi sat hai nhw vay.”

“Chéc 1a vay roi.”



Takuya ddp, vira nghi c6 1€ minh da qua da nghi khi ngo’ veee Hoshiko.

Ho d&n nha Nishina vwa kip ldc xe tdi chuyén d6 quay vé. Theo loi
Hoshiko, xe ché® d6 twr cdn hd ctia Naoki & Komae vé day, roi cho vao kho
phia sau.

“Nhan tién don dep cdn hd d6 thi ciing don ludn phong & day.”

Takuya theo sau Hoshiko vao nha. Saori, treédng nir nha Nishina, hién
gior 1a vor cia Munakata Shinichi cling ¢6 miét. C6 ta dang chi bao hai ¢6
gidp viéc sip x&p d' dac. Khic v&i Hoshiko, Saori ¢é nét thanh ti hién
hoa. Geong mat dac treng ngwoi Nhat. Takuya cai lai khuy do khoac, tién
dén chao hdi.

“Xin 106i anh. Toi da bdo khong ¢4n voi vang chuyén phong ma con bé
khong chiu nghe.”

Saori n6i v&i vé dy ndy. Hoshiko 1i€n chen vao.

“Pang 1& phai don dep tir ldc hin chuyén t&i ciin ho & Komae roi.”
Hoshiko cau c6. “Chi do cha v&i chi dé dai qud.”

R'6i nang nim tay Takuya, kéo vé phia ciu thang: “Di thdi.”

Naoki dwoc phan cin phong kiu Au rong mwoi hai chiu! phia Nam.
Bén trong trai thAim do6 thAm. Khi bwdc vao, Takuya thd'y ngay mot b ban
ghé ti€p khach don gian, phia ctra s6 c6 giwong ngi va ban lam viéc. Ngoai
ra con ¢6 dan thi€t bi nghe nhin v&i bo loa to, mot gia ddy siach chuyén
nganh. Trong ti ly ¢6 cd ma’y chai Ballantine!2 17 nim. Rém ctra sG tiép
mau v&i tham trai san.

“Can phong dep that.” Takuya nhan xét. “Th&’y cad khu rung bén ngoai
ctra 0. Ctr nhw khong phai dang & Nhat ay.”

“Pang I€ t6i hodc chi Saori m&i la chil ctia cdn phong nay. Bén gio toi
van nghi goi ban bé d&n td chirc tiéc sinh nhat & dy thi tuyét nha't. Vay ma
dot nhi€n mot ga ban thiu 4t o0 d€n tranh mat. Phong t6i chi 1a mot gian
ki€u Nhat rong tdm chi€ul2. C6 cho giwdng hay gin rém h'dng ciing khong
hop ti nao. Bung la chuyén nhw duia phai khong?”

Takuya thdy ngan ngam. Y khong ly gidi dwg'c Hoshiko khong viea y voi
cén phong ki€u Nhat rong tdm chi€u chd no.

“Thé& nén ti€u thw muén chuyén phong a?”

“That ra khong chi la van d€ phong &. Pon gian 1a y nghia twong trung
thoi.” Hoshiko ty thuy€t phuc minh.



Takuya ti€n d€n céi ban phia ctra s0, cAm 18y khung anh nhé dit trén do.
Anh chup mot phu ntr khoang 35 tudi va mot cau nhéc tam ti€u hoc.

“Anh h'6i nhd cta trwdng phong Nishina 3. Ngwdi phu ni bén canh 1a
me anh ay u?”

Hoshiko khong tra 1ovi. Nang gidt 18y khung anh tw tay Takuya, ném vao
thung cac tong bén canh.

“Khong c6 thdi gian dau, anh mau bt tay vao viéc di. Pau tién gitp toi
vt thiing tap nham nay.”

Hoshiko néi roi ti€p tuc thdy dong tap chi cii vao thung.

Sau khi x 1y cdi thung, Takuya ti€p tuc dwoe giao viéc chuyén dong
sach cli trén ké qua phong chira 6. Y diung day budc sach thanh tung
ch'dng cao ngat, roi hai tay khé né khuéan di. Takuya chot nhé lai viéc 1am
thém thoi sinh vién.

Hoshiko dw dinh treng dung vai thir nhw gid sach, ta c6c chén va dau dia
AV. Nhung khi Takuya hdi vé giwong ngd, nang 1ién git gong.

“Pwng dua. Sao t6i lai phai ngu trén giwvong cia ga d6?”

“Nhung tieu thw dung lai ban [am viéc ma?”

“Hai céi d6 khac nhau.”

Hoshiko cdu kinh néi r'6i roi khoi phong.

Con gdi thdt phién phirc. Takuya lau bau roi ti€p tuc budc sach. Y lai
nhin mét vong quanh cdn phong r'6i thé dai.

Qua thyc con nguoi sinh ra khong binh dealng. Naoki dwo'c nudi nang
trong can biét thy sang trong th& nay, v&i can phong dep thé nay. Ga dwoc
dwa t&i diy tr ndm 15 tudi, nhwng khong phai do nd lyc gi dic biét. Don
thuédn vi gd mang trong ngwoi dong mau nha Nishina. Con Takuya thi sao?
Y sinh ra la con mot ga bat tai sudt ngay say xin, vi th€ ma phai kim nén
bao nhi€éu ham mudn. Tham chi Takuya chwa tirng vao ma’y ctra hang banh
keo ré tién, hay mua md hinh @' choi bing nhua.

Takuya cang quy€t tdm mdt ngay nao dé s€ vao & can phong nay. Néu
cwdi Hoshiko thi diéu d6 hoan toan trong tam tay.

Khi sip don xong dong sdch, Takuya tha’y vai cudn con sét lai dwdi ban
lam viéc. Pang thodn thoit don dep nhw robot, y bdng dirng tay khi nhac
tha’y ti€u d€ mot cudn sach.

D6 1a cudn Ao thudt bai tay nhdp mon.



Takuya nhin lai chong sdch minh m&i budc day. Cé t&i 6 cudn veé bai
tay...

Chuyén nay la sao?

Takuya trdi may cudn sdch ra, chét lang khong néi nén loi. Pung lic d6
Hoshiko bwde vao. Nang hdi y ¢é bi lam sao khdng. Takuya ngang 1én, k€
cho nang vé viéc tim tha’y rd't nhi€u sach vé xdo thuit bai tay.

“Cé gi la dau.” Nang néi tinh bo'. “Hén ta cé sé& thich tim hi€u do thuat
bai tay. Chealng han cho nguwoi khac boc bai, roi hi hitng dodan tring con s&
trén 14 bai.”

“Anh ta gidi lam do thudt a?”

Takuya héi. Giong y run run.

“Hinh nhw th&". T6i chua thi choi cling nén khong 16 14m.”

Hoshiko té vé khdng quan tam.
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Sekigahara - Komaki, Gifuhashima - Nagoya, Toyoda - Toyokawa,
Okazaki - Mitsukabi, Ooimatsuda - Yokohama, va con Atsugi - Tokyo ntra.

D6 1a nhieng cuw ly ¢6 theé di vai 1.150 yén trén cao td'c Toumei - Meishin.

Atsugi - Tokyo a...

Sayama chi y t&i cw ly nay. Nhieng cir ly con lai khong thich hop. Gia du
mudn nhin héa don cho quang dwong twr Sekigahara t&i Komaki thi phai
roi cao toc hai Tan. Con v&i quang dwong Atsugi - Tokyo, do Tokyo la
di€m cudi nén chi ¢in roi cao t6'c mot [an & Atsugi.

Vay co khi hung thii chuyén xdc tiw Osaka toi Tokyo, gitta dwong ra khdi
cao toc & Atsugi. Vi sao hdn phdi lam nhie viy?

C6 thé trén cao toc xdy ra tai nan nén dwong bj tic. Nhrr vay hung thii
phai roi cao toc, ré sang qudc 10 246 di toi Atsugi, tv d6 vao lai cao toc
Toumei. Poan dwong tir Gotenba téi ham vwrgt Tsuburano cling hay xay ra
tai nan vao ban dém.

Sayama hoi lai cong ty Van tai dwong bd Nhét Ban.

Tuy nhién, anh dwoc trd 10 rang dém d6 cao tdc Toumei thdng thodng,
khong hé co6 tai nan. Chéc chin c6 thé chay xe tron tru tir Osaka dén tin
Tokyo.

“Néu vay, t dau hung thu da dinh roi cao téc & Atsugi?”



Vwra 1am bam mot minh, Sayama vira nhin xuéng ban d6 dwong bd. Anh
quan sat khu vic cong vao cao t6c & Atsugi, nhung khong thdy gi bat
thwong.

Sayama nhin ddng h'0, da gan 11 gio’ t6i. Anh von vai hit thé thi bdng
nghe ti€ng ndi twr sau lwng.

“Vat va qud nhi!”

Shindo vwra tré lai tte s& canh sat Ogikubo.

“Cau vé mudn vay. Bén do co thong tin gi khong?”

Shindo ng'di xudng tredc mit Sayama, biu méi lac dau.

“G6i hang &y in da'u bru cuc Choufu, nhwng nhan vién & d6 khong nhé
gi vé hung tha. Ciing khé trach. Pa vai hom trdi qua r'oi, ho lai phai tiép
bao nhiéu khdch mdi ngay.”

“Do ¢6 ngay thir By v&i Chi nhat ddy. Chidng ta phat hién xac chét kha
muodn. Hung tha gdp may roi.”

“Van do cua hung thi khong chi ¢6 vdy. Em thtr hdi ca siéu thi Toyuu vé
gidy g6i qua clia cdi bit mdy, nhwng nhan vién bén d6 ciing khéng nhé
dworc ai da mua hang.”

“That vay a? Nhwng khac voi giri hang buwu dién, lam sao nhiéu nguwoi
mua bit mdy dén mitc nhan vién ching nhé ra.”

“Dung nhu anh néi, loai but may 2y khong ban chay nhw vay. Nhung
chinh vi th& ma ho quén mat. Vi du tai si€u thi Toyuu & Shibuya, cai bt
mdy nhw vy d4n gan nha't dwoc ban céch day ca hai tuan. Bén siéu thi cé ghi
lai héa don nén khong nham 1an dwoc. M’y chi nhdnh khéc ciing vay, Ian
24n nha't ¢ ngwdi mua miu bit mdy 4y con cdch diy lau hon nira. Nhan
vién ban hang quén ma't ai mua ciing 1a binh thwong.”

“Ttc 1a hung tha da chuan bj cach ddy hai tuén?”

“C6 vé th€". Tirc 1a trede ca ngay Nishina Naoki bi giét.”

“La that.”

“Vang, dung la la lung.”

“Thoi di€ém d6, n€u hung thd da chuan bi hung khi chira hydro xyanua
thi s€ doc sat Nishina Naoki trwede chir.”

“Em cling nghi vdy. Hay ké gi€t Naoki va Hashimoto la hai nguoi khac
nhau?”



“Khong, téi nghi la cing mét ngwoi. C6 the Hashimoto dinh 1iu gi dé t&i
cai chét cta Nishina nén bi sat hai. Va hung tha dy tinh diéu dé ngay tw
dau...”

Sayama gai dau. That khong hi€u noi. Anh cam thay khong thodi mai
chut nao. C6 gi d6 khong hop 1y.

“Anh Sayama a.” Shindo 1€n ti€ng. “Em dinh vé qué cua Nishina Naoki
mot chuyén.”

“Que?”

“A néi 1a qué ciing khong ding. Y em 1a ciin nha Naoki song t&i nim 15
tuoi, tredre khi bi dwa tdi nha Nishina.”

“Hwm, 1a & dau vay?”

“Toyohashi, thudc tinh Aichi. Di c4u cda Nishina cling s6ng quanh do6.
Em mudn tim hiéu thém vé Naoki. Em c6 cam giac chiing ta khong the bi€t
ban chat ctia anh ta tir nhirng ngwoi trong nha Nishina.”

Sayama cling d6ng y vé dieém nay.

“Vay cling dwore. Nhwng tuy vao y ki€n cia s€p Taniguchi ntra.”

“Vé chuyén d6, khong bi€t anh Sayama cé th€ néi gitp voi s€p dwoc
khong? Né&u 1a anh Sayama, chéic sép s& dong y thoi.”

“T6i c6 gi dac biét dau. Nhung d€ hoéi xem sao. Ping lic ching ta can
buwdc dot pha méi ma.”

N6i 161 Sayama lai ti€p tuc tip trung vao tdm ban d6. Anh cling can sy
dot pha méi & diy nira. Du Sayama ciling quan tdm dén doéng co sat hai
Naoki, dau tién phai lam rd chuyén nay da.

“Anh c6 gia thuyét gi vé to héa don chwa?” Shindo nhin twr phia bén kia,
ca't ti€ng hoi.

“Héc biia that. Toi ddm chic to héa don c6 lién quan t&i vu dn, nhung
khong rd ngon nganh. Hién tai t6i nghiéng vé kha ning d6 1a héa don tw
Atsugi toi Tokyo.”

Sayama giai thich suy ludn ctia minh. Shindo ling nghe, nhung r'oi td vé
nghi ngo.

“Khong, chwra chic 1a quing dudong tir Atsugi t&i Tokyo dau.”

“Tai sao? N€u la nhirng doan dwong khac, hung tha s€ phai ra khdi cao
to'c hai [an d6.”



“Em hi€u, nhung thad'y nghi ngo’ vé vi tri phat hién cdi xdc. Can hd cua
Naoki, tiec 12 Komae.”

“To1 bi€t chuyén d6. Nhung the” thi sao?”

“Néu la Komae, ra khdi cao tdc tir cong ra Toumei Kawasaki thay vi
Tokyo c6 phai nhanh hon khong?”

Thé& roi Shindo mé ban @6 khu vwe d6 ra. Sayama nhin xudng, khé kéu
1én ngac nhién. Bung nhw loi Shindo, né€u roi cao t6c di vé phia Komae thi
cong ra Kawasaki gan hon.

“To1 dang tri qua.” Sayama ba't gidc [am bam.

“Hung thii khong biét c6 dang tri nhw vy khdng?” Sayama lac dau trude
loi binh ctia Shindo.

“T6i khong nghi mot tén sat nhan 1ap k& hoach can than thé nay s€ mat
cong di dwong vong. Ping nhw cau suy dodn, hin chic da ra khdi cao to¢c &
Kawasaki. Vay tor héa don d6 1a tw dau téi dau?”
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Don dep phong ctia Naoki xong thi dd gan 12 gio khuya. Nha Nishina da
chuah bj bira t87 cho Takuya, ciing d€ y tim go6i. Nhung khi vé t&i nha,
Takuya cling mét nhoai. VAt va 1dm mé&i chidu dwoe co tiéu thw ich ky cao
ngao kia.

Takuya nhét chia vao 0 roi van khéa. Hanh dong 4y hoan toan vo thirc.
Nhung vira kéo ndm ctra ra, y 1ién swc nhé minh dang trong tinh trang nguy
hi€m t&i tinh mang.

Takuya hé ctra, ki€m tra xem ¢6 mui gi la khong. Khong c¢6 mui khi gas.
Y vwon tay bat cdng tic dén. Khong tha’y ai trong phong. Lic &y y mdi
buwdc vao. Takuya dong cira lai, khda k¥ réi cai diy xich. Y rdt mot chiéc 0,
vtra ¢am chat nd trén tay phai vira cdi giay.

Ctra s& van khéa. Y ki€m tra thém phong bén canh, nha tim, toilet, ti d0.
Khi da chic chén 13 khong c6 ai trong nha, y méi bd chiéc & vé vj tri cil.

Takuya ki€m tra hdp thw. HOm nay ciing khong c6 gi duwoc gri dén. Tiép
theo 12 bén trong ta lanh. May lon d6 hop va tdi hit chan khong van
nguyén ven. N&u c6 nguwdi bd doc thi chic 1a trong bo' hoiic hop sira da béc
ra. Takuya quyét dinh virt hét. V&i tim trang hién tai, y cling khdng dn noi.



Khi da xac nhan rﬁng khong c6 dau tich bi dot nhap, Takuya m&i tha
minh xudng chi€c gh& & phong an. Y ndi 16ng ca vat, thao bit tdt ném di.

Takuya thé dai ngao ngan. Ngay nao cling phai lam th& nay, that khong
chiu dworc.

Phai gidi quyét tung viéc mdt. Ngoai ra khong con cach nao khac d€
song sot. Trong treong hop nay, séng sot hoan toan theo nghia den, khong
phai phép an du gi.

Pau ti€n phai xw ly & Yasuko.

Takuya dirng 1€n, cAm 18y chi€c bit may trén ban. B 1a mén qua dang
so’ chira chd't ddc xyanua.

Khong th€ ctr thé” diung ciy but nay. Néu Yasuko la hung tha giét
Hashimoto thi khdng c¢n phai néi. Ngay ca khi khdng phai, 4 chic ciing da
nghe vé thu doan gi€t nguoi nay.

Tuy nhién virt bd kali xyanua trong bt thi phi qua. Takuya c6 the 1ap
muu d€ Yasuko nudt phai, nguy tao hién treong nhw a tw sat. Vi dung cling
mot loai ddc, canh séat chic sé suy ludn rﬁng Yasuko da gi€t Hashimoto roi
tw ter.

Van @é 1a 1am th& nao d€ Yasuko udng chd cha't ddc nay. Takuya c6 th€
lra lic chi c6 hai ngwoi, tron thudc doc vao nwde ngot roi d€' a udng. Tuy
nhién trrdc mit khdng c¢é co hoi nhrr vdy. Ngoai ra, néu Yasuko la hung
tha hai vu 4n gan day, c6 kha nang a sé sat hai Takuya trwdec.

Phdi nghi cdch lam Yasuko udng thudéc doc ma khong cdn xudt hién
trworec mdt d.

Takuya bd chiéc bt vé vi trf cii, 1y chai Chivas Regal'? va ly thay tinh

trén ké xudng. Y rot d6 3 centimét chat 1dng mau ho phach vao coc roi
mang lén giwvong. Takuya nhdp modt ngum rwou, chot nhian ra minh vira
hanh dong bat can. Chai Chivas di dwoc mé sdn nén c6 th€ bi bd doc.
Thanh trong ctia chié€c cdc cling c6 th€ bi quét cha't doc.

Takuya gitr nguyén tw thé cam cd'c khodng mot phit. Y cho’ xem ¢6 con
dau nao 4p toi khong. Nhwng ngoai toat md hoi thi khéng c¢6 gi khac
thwong. Y thé phao nhe nhom, ti€p tuc niang cdc.

That qudi g&. Takuya am muwu gi€t ngwoi, nhwng lic nay chinh minh lai
gidp nguy hi€m. Ngim lai, ngay ttr ddu da vAy. Naoki dinh gi€t Yasuko
nhuwng chinh ban than ga bi sat hai.



Ma khong r6 Naoki mwu tinh gi ngay tw dau?

Takuya nh& lai cuén sach vé do thudt bai tdy tim thdy trong phong
Naoki. Thiye ra tw khi phat hién cuén sach &y, y ctr cam thd’y cé gi khong
on.

Nghi t&i bai tay, Takuya chgt nhé ra lic Naoki trinh bay k& hoach sat hai
Yasuko v&i minh va Hashimoto. Lic d6 moi ngwoi ban viéc phan vai A, B,
C. Nguoi trie tiép ra tay 1a A. Chéc hin khong ai mudn ddm nhan viéc do.

Vi viy ba ngudi quyét dinh bing bai tiy. Bo bai dwoc xao di xdo lai
nhiéu I4an, sau dé6 mdi ngwoi rit mot quin. Ai rit quain bai 16n hon s& dworc
vu ti€én chon nhiém vu.

Takuya bat dau nghi ngd & di€m nay. Tai sao Naoki lai diing bai tiy d€
chia nhiém vu? Lic d6 Takuya chi nghi ring Naoki ra vé khoe mé&, nhung
thye ra ga ¢6 1y do dac biét w? N6i tom lai, ngwoi gidi do thudt bai tdy nhw
Naoki c6 the’dung cach nay d€ chi€m wu thé’

Nhurng néu vy, Naoki chéc hin s8 bay tro d€ khdng phdi nhan nhi€ém vu
A m¢i phdi. Nhung thyce t€ 1ai khac. Takuya rit dwore quin Gia, lam nhiém
vu B, Hashimoto v&i quan Bon lam nhiém vy C. Con Naoki rit quin Hai,
phai lam nhi€ém vu A.

Chi ¢c6 mdt cach giai thich. P6 1a Naoki ¢d tinh gianh nhiém vu A tir d4u.
Vi thé& gd m&i dung bai tdy d€ bd'c tham.

A phai tryc ti€p sat hai Yasuko. Tai sao Naoki lai mudn nhan viéc nay?
Ch:%lng 1€ gd mudn ty minh ra tay v&i Yasuko? Takuya 1ién pht dinh, khong
th€ ¢6 chuyén d6. Nishina Naoki khong phai ngwoi nhw vay. Ngoai ra, néu
Naoki ¢ nguyén vong dé thi chi can néi ra la xong. Khdong can dung éo
thudt, ai cling s€ nhwong cho ga viéc gi€t nguoi nay.

“Naoki da am muwu cdi quy gi vay?”

Takuya 1dm bam. Chic chin Nishina Naoki da che gidu Takuya va
Hashimoto diéu gi d6 vé viéc sat hai Yasuko.

Vi thé¢’ ma ga bi thu ti€u.

Hashimoto hén cling bj gi€t vi Iy do d6. Va bay gio Takuya la d61 twong
ti€p theo.



Chwong 4
Sw tré lai cua ké sat nhan

1

Thir Sdu, ngay 20 thang 11.

Sayama nghi gidi lao, ngdi mat xa dudi mét. Anh khong thich ngdi doc
dong tai li€u chi chit chir hang gio’ I[i€n. Sayama ngdp mdt cai roi nhin sang
nhirng ngwoi con lai.

Tai tru s& diéu tra, moi ngwoi dan tré nén nén noéng.

Vu sat hai Nishina Naoki va vy Hashimoto déu khong c6 ti€n trien gi.
Ho da di€u tra chirng cr ngoai pham cta nhitng nguwoi lién quan vao thoi
di€m hung thi gii chi€c bit may. Nhung bwu kién dwoe givi ngay sau dam
tang ctia Naoki, khi moi nguoi tré lai cong ty. Ba't ky ai ciing ¢6 th€ ra tay.
Chic hung thii d3 tinh d&n diéu nay nén mdi chon burru cuc gn cong ty.

Dau vay, vién canh sat diéu tra xud't xir ci but mdy & siéu thi Toyuu da
tim dwegrc mot thong tin quan trong. Anh ta cam gidy goi qua tim thay trong
phong Hashimoto di khép cdc chi nh4nh, hdi xem & dau géi hang nhw vay.
K&t qua that ba't ngor. Cac nhan vién siéu thi déu tra 1o nhw sau.

“Néu 12 t6i, chic s& khdng géi hang xa'u nhwr vay.”

biéu nay nghia la sao? Tc c6 kha nang hung thli mua bit & mot tiém
khéc r'oi ty géi qua bang gid’y boc ciia siéu thj Toyuu. Chic hin muc dich la
danh lac hudng canh sat. Thyc t€ cho thdy hung thu da thanh céng phén
nao.

V&i k€t qua nay, can mé rdng pham vi diéu tra ngudn goc cua chié€c bt
may. Doi diéu tra dwoc bo sung thém ngwoi, nhi€u ngay 1ién di nghe ngéng
tin tirc. Nhwng hién tai vAn khong c6 thong tin gi hitu ich.

Ngudn gdc kali xyanua thi c6 th€ xdc dinh dé dang. Nha kho xwdng xi
1y nhiét cia Cong nghiép nang MM c6 lvu tre mot lwong 1on kali xyanua.
T4t nhién ngwoi ngoai khdng dwoe phép vao. Nhwng néu mac dong phuc
cdng ty hodc quan 4o bdo hd lao dong thi khdng bi ai hdi gi. Du sao kali
xyanua la cha't kich doc nén da dwoc khoa trong kho, cat gitr can than. Van
dé nam & chiéc chia khéa. N6 dwoc d€ ngay trong ngin kéo ban clia bdo vé



kho. Ba't ky ai bi€t thong tin nay déu cé the 18y chia ra. Tém lai, cang c6
kha nang hung thu la ngwoi trong cong ty.

Pham vi diing 13 d4 thu hep, nhwng van chwa tim ra di€m méu chot.

Sayama ng6i @ mdt géc ban trong phong hop, ra sodt nhirng tai liéu 18y
tr ban cia Hashimoto Atsushi & cong ty Cong nghié€p ning MM. Anh ludt
qua ghi chép hop hanh va so tay cd nhan ctia Hashimoto. Nhirng ghi chép
nay c6 th€ chira bi mit cong ty, nén cap trén cua Hashimoto da ki€m tra
tredre khi giao cho cénh sat. May 1a khong ¢6 van dé gi. Ngoai ra cong ty
yéu cau canh sat gitr kin voi gidi truyén thong.

“Th& nao? Co tim ra manh md&1 gi khong?”

Mot vién canh sat thuéc s& Komae mang cho Sayama cdc tra néng vira
pha. Ong ta do tuSi trung nién, vé mit hién hoa. Sayama cam on, véi tay
18y cO'c tra r'oi trd 1o v&i nu cwoi mét moi.

“Cheamg c6 gi. T6i nghi vu nay c6 lién quan gi d6 v&i vu Nishina Naoki,
nhung van chwa tim ra manh mdi. Mic dd phong nghién ctru s6 1 v&i
phong k& hoach phat tri€n c6 lién hé voi nhau.”

“Nishina la tredng phong trén danh nghia, nhwng thye t& hau nhw khong
dung dén cOng viéc ma.”

Ong canh sat kia trong ciing khong khoe 15m.

Ping lic d6, chiéc dién thoai bén canh d6 chudng. Sayama dinh v&i tay
nh&’c mdy thi ngwoi canh sat kia dd ¢cam 18y 6ng nghe.

“Téi ddy... A, chuyén d6 a. Khong c6 thong tin gi w? Vang... Tiéc thit.
Cau vatvaroi.”

Giong di¢u cua 6ng ta thi€u sinh lwc. Khong co thong tin gi, ddng tiéc
thdt. Gan day nhirng bio cdo nhw vay ldp di 1ap lai.

“Vay mang vat d6 vé ngay. Sao co? Cau phai di dau co?... A. Khé nhi.
T6i can ngay bay gio.” Ong ta nhin d6ng h'6. “Vay ching ta hen gip giira
duong d€'1a8y do.

Gén ga tau dwoc chir? Sau d6 céu te ga di ki€m tra chd tiép theo nhé. 5
gio a? Pugce r6i.”

D6 1a dién thoai tir vién canh sat dang di€u tra chi€c cic 4o niu nhat roi
gan t& thi Naoki. Khéng rd né c¢6 lién quan t&i vu an hay khong, nhwng
canh sat ciing khong thé’ bd qua nhirng chi ti€t du 1a nho nhat.



Vién canh sat doi dién Sayama bd 6ng nghe xudng, cam do khoac ra
ngoai.

Hen gap giita dwong dé’lay do...

Cau n6i &y khong cé gi dac biét. Chi 1a d6i thoai binh thwong. Nhung
khong hi€u sao Tan nay, Sayama lai thd’y c6 gi dang chi y. Gitra dwong... Bi
13y do...

Bat chgt mdt tia chdp 16e 1én trong ddu Sayama. Ma ciling khong dén
murc dot ngot thé”. Chi 1a anh phat hién mot viéc minh da bd qua.

Sayama cam ta'm ban d6 duwong bo, rdo budc t&i gdp Taniguchi.

“Sép a, xe ctia Hashimoto chic 12 rd1i cao tdc & Atsugi.”

Khi Sayama bét chuyén dot ngot, Taniguchi khong hi€u ra ngay, nhung
sau vai giay li€én nhin ra van de.

“Vu héa don d6 a?”

“T6i gidi dwore nghi van roi.”

“Khong phai chuyén d6 bé tic roi sao?”

“To6i van chwa bd cudc. Triedre diy, tdi cir nghi xe ctia Hashimoto chay
trén cao td'c Toumei theo hwdng tir Osaka d&€n Tokyo. Tic 1a hung thd sat
hai Naoki tai Osaka, roi 18y xe chd xdc t&i Tokyo. Nhwng con mot kha
nang khac. Héa don d6 khong phai di t Atsugi t&i Tokyo, ma la te Tokyo
toi Atsugi.”

Taniguchi nhin lai Sayama.

“Sao cau lai nght vay?”

“Vi t6i chot nghi dé€n kha ndang c6 dong pham. Dau tién, hung tha giét
Naoki r6i chd xac t&i Atsugi. Mat khac, mot tén dong pham lai xe tw
Tokyo dén Atsugi, nhin xdc r'oi chd tdi can hd ciia Naoki. Néu lam vay, ca
hai tén s€ c¢6 chirng cr ngoai pham du khong hoan hdo. Ké giét nguoi
khong c6 thoi gian van chuyén xdc, k& van chuyén xdc lai c¢é chirng ctr
ngoai pham lic 4n mang xdy ra. Mot thu thuat don gian.”

“Ki€u nhw chay ti€p strc chuyén xéac &y a.”

“Pung ro6i. S&p dung tw hay d6.”

Taniguchi khéng d€ y t&i 1o tAng boc ciia Sayama, vira khoanh tay vira
lam bam.

“Cau mudn néi ké van chuyén cdi xac 1a Hashimoto?”

Sayama git dau qua quyét.



“Néu cdi xac bi van chuyén gira dém khuya thi cling c¢6 th€ la
Hashimoto. Anh ta 1am thém gior & cong ty, nhung van thira thoi gian.”

“Vay sau d6 Hashimoto bi hung tha thyc sy sat hai?”

“C6 th€ 1a nhw the".”

“Thu vi d6.” Taniguchi thoi khoanh tay, dat ca hai tay 1én ban. “T6i nghi
suy ludn d6 kha thd vi. Nhung méi chi ¢6 vay. Cau cé chirng ¢ gi hiu
thuén khong?”

“Luc nay toi chwa c6 gi thém.” Sayama dap. “Nhung cling khong c6 gi
pht dinh dwore suy ludn nay. Ching ta nén nghi t&i moi kha nang.”

“Pau, c¢6 chirng ct phll dinh suy ludn nay ddy.” Taniguchi nhin 1én
Sayama cham chui. “Thoi gian t vong ctia Naoki dwgrc wée dodn 1a khoang
6 gio’ chiéu toi 8 gior td'i, ngay 10 thang nay. Tirc sau khi Naoki bj sat hai &
Osaka, cai xdc dwgc chd toi Atsugi vao budi dém. Lic &y, né€u hung tha
ban giao cdi xdc cho dong pham & Atsugi thi cling khong tao dwoc chirng
ctr ngoai pham r6 rang cho minh. Gid ¢6 ngwoi nao khéng cé ching cir
ngoai pham trede 12 gio: dém, nhwng sau d6 lai c¢é, va nhan manh chuyén
minh khong the€ van chuyén cai xéc...”

“Péng ti€c khong c6 ai nhw vay.”

“Vay bd qua suy ludn nay di.”

“Nhwng néu khdng chd xac tdi can hd ciia Naoki ma t&i Atsugi thoi, thi
¢6 nguoi lam dwoce.”

Taniguchi nhwén mot bén may: “La ai?”

“Vi du...” Sayama ngidm nghi mot chit roi ddp. “... Suenaga Takuya
chealng han. Hom d6 y & Nagoya. Y khoéng c6 chirng ¢ ngoai pham trong
chin ti€ng d6ng h'6, twr 10 gio tdi tdi 7 gior sang hom sau. Khoang thoi gian
nay khong dd d€ chd xdc téi can ho tai Komae roi quay vé khach san &
Nagoya. Nhwng néu chi ché t&i Atsugi thi dé nhw bon.”

“Suenaga a. Y ding 1a ¢6 dong co gi€t Naoki.” Taniguchi gd ngon trd tay
phai xudng ban. “Nhwng ciu quén mi't mdt chuyén quan trong. Thoi gian
tir vong duge xac dinh tw 6 gior t&i 8 gior. Suenaga ¢6 chirng ctr ngoai pham
trong khoang thoi gian d6, khong the ra tay.”

“T6i dau c6 quén. C6 1€ chiing ta nén ra soat lai chirng ¢ ngoai pham
ctia Suenaga.”



“Sayama a, binh tinh lai chut di.” Taniguchi chi ngén trd 1én dau mii
Sayama. “Cau qud chd tdm dén cédi xe cia Hashimoto. Nhwng dau c6 gi
chirng minh n6 dwgec dung d€ ché xac?”

Sayama lién phui tay Taniguchi ra.

“Sép da xem bdo cdo cia bén gidm dinh chwa? K&t qua kieém tra xe
Hashimoto &y.”

“T6i xem roi. Khong tim thay téc hay thi gi ¢ vé rovi ra tw tik thi.”

“Ho tim tha’y nhiéu s¢1 len mau xanh.”

“Khoéng 1€ xe ¢6 ché cuu?”

“Chéc 12 mdt tAm chin len.” Sayama néi. “Chiin len mau xanh. C6 khi
hung thu diing né d€ boc cai xac.”

Taniguchi nhin cham cham thudc cip, lic dau ngao ngan.

“Cau gioi tedng twong that.”

“NE&u diéu tra 40 com Ié cua nan nhan thi sé bi€t thoi.”

“Xem 4o ¢6 dinh con ctru mau xanh nao khéng ha?”

“Len chtr a. Du sao...” Sayama dat hai tay 1én ban. “Chiing ta ¢in xem
xét kha nang cdi xac dwoe van chuyén ti€p stec, di€u tra lai toan bd chirng
clr ngoai pham.”

Taniguchi nhan mat, réi ngan ngam dap.

“T6i hi€u r'oi. Vay cdu cr diéu tra t&i khi nao vira y. Ki€m tra ca cdi com
1€ nwra.”

Tuy nhién suy ludn nay ctia Sayama ciing nhanh chéng di vao ngo cut.

Ngay ca khi xét kha nidng cai xac dwgc van chuyén ti€p sirc, cling khong
tim ra ai ¢ chirng c* ngoai pham phu hop trong nhirng bén lién quan.

Suenaga Takuya la ngwoi duy nhdt c6 kha nang. Tuy nhién y lai ¢c6
chirng ctr ngoai pham v6 cuing hoan hao. Y ludn di cing d6i tac & Nagoya.
Cénh sat da ngam di€u tra, nhwng khong tha’y diéu gi ba't hop ly.

Hoan hao d&n mirc giong nhw y bié€t s€ bi diéu tra. Vi qua hoan hdo,
Sayama lai cang nghi ngo. Nhwng ¢6 khi d6 chi 1a do twdng khi moi hwdng
diéu tra b& tic.

Anh ciing nghi t&i gid thuy€t Nishina Naoki khong bj gi€t & Osaka ma &
Nagoya, noi Suenaga cong tac. Naoki c6 mat tai khiach san gan Shin-Osaka
lic 6 gior t6i. Nhung diéu d6 khong di ching minh Naoki bi st hai &



Osaka. C6 th€ sau d6 Naoki t&i Nagoya, gap Suenaga vi ly do gi d6 r'oi bi
sat hai. Vi du nhw thé chaamg han.

Nhung dit Naoki bi sdt hai & dau di nira, thoi gian t¢ vong van khong
doi. Thoi gian, dia di€m Naoki dung btra t67 va cdc mon an dwoe xac dinh
6 rang. Nho' vdy ¢6 th€ wde doan kha chinh xéac thoi gian ti vong.

Naoki bj sat hai trong khoang tt 6 gio t&i 8 gior tdi. BPi€u nay khong c6
gi phéi ban cai.

Khoang thoi gian d6, Suenaga lai ¢6 chirng cir ngoai pham.

Hodc la...

Sayama cam thdy mot gia thuy&€t m&i dang 16e 1én trong dau. Néu la vay,
moi thir déu an khorp...

Ma khong, khong thé’ nao...

Anh phi dinh y nghi dé, cho rang né qu4 phi thuc t&",
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Buoi chiéu, Takuya ghé qua xwdng ché€ tao thi nghiém. Xwdng nay
chuyén gia cong cidc miu thi trong qué trinh nghién ctru trwede khi dwoc
dwa vao san xud't. noi nay khong th€ san xudt v&i s6” lwong nhiéu, nhuwng
c6 du thiét bi d€ gia cong mau hang theo chi thj thay ddi thwong xuyén cua
bd phan ky thuat.

Ngay phia tay trdi cong vao la mot can phong dwgrc ngan cach. Bén kia
ctra sO bang nhya acrylic trong sudt 12 béng ddng cic cong nhan dang hdi
ha lam viéc.

Takuya vao phong, tim mdt nhan vién map map tén la Katahira. Y tung
lam viéc vai I'an v&i Katahira, nén than v&i cau ta nha't trong xwdng nay.

Katahira dang nghe dién thoai & ban minh. Takuya lai gin twoi cwoi.
CAu ta cii d4u chao, tay van gitt 6ng nghe.

Sau d6 Katahira k&t thuc cudc goi.

“T6i can mot tAm thép khong gi. Day khoang 1,5 ly.” Takuya néi.

“Chat liéu gi? SUS304 dwgrc khong?”

“Pwoc. Toi chi can modt chat thdi.”

Katahira 1ién d6i mil, roi khoi ghé’.

Trén dwong tdi noi lvu trir vat liéu, Katahira hdi han vé vu an.



“MAy anh bén nghién ciru phat trién chic vat va 1m. T6i nghe ngay nao
canh sat ciing t&i?”

“Khong hin ngay nao ciling t&i. Nhwng cling khéng dwec thodi mai cho
18m.”

“Dfi nhién 14 khong thodi mdi r6i. Cé6 ndm mo tdi cling khdng ngd cong
ty lai xdy ra chuyén nay.”

bén noi lwu trie vat liéu, Katahira rit ra mot tAm thép khong gi khoang
mot mét vudng. Takuya stng sot, néi khong can nhiéu vdy, mdi canh nim
centimét 1a da.

“Néu vay d€ra chd phé'liéu.”

Katahira t&i kho dwng phé” liéu, 18y ra mdt mi€ng c6 kich c& nhw yéu
cau roi quay lai.

“Cai nay dwgc chr?”

“Thé& 12 6n r6i. Nhan tién, téi dinh cit né thanh hinh dang hoi phitc tap.
Liéu c¢6 the mwon mdy cét diy dwore khong?”

“M4dy cit day? Diing mdy cit laze s& nhanh hon.”

“A cdi nay ¢an do chinh xdc cao, may laze thiét 1ap phién phirc.”

Katahira gt d4u, tiép tuc di tredc din dwong. LAn nay ho dén noi gia
cong tao hinh. Cong nhan dang san xua't khudn ép. Katahira hdi td tredng,
roi yéu cau cua Takuya dwoc chap thuan.

“Ma anh dinh lam gi viy? Ct néi cu th€, ching t6i 1am hd cho.”

“A khong, cdi nay cling don gian, khong c¢an phién cc anh. T6i ty 1am
cho nhanh.”

“Chi ti€t cho san pham ma&i a?”

“Khong hin nhw vay.”

Katahira ben noi: “Thé anh c¢6 1én nhé,” ro1 di ma't.

Khi Katahira di khdi tdm mét, Takuya bit dau cong viéc. Mdy cit day 1a
thi€t bi ¢6 diy kim loai d6ng thau dwong kinh 0,3 milimét, phong dién
trong nude d€ cit vat liu. N6 c6 th€ cit kim loai v&i dd chinh x4c 1én t&i
micromét. C6 th& diéu chinh hinh cit tily y bang mdy tinh.

Day kim loai dang cit qua miéng thép. Takuya vira quan sét vira on lai
k& hoach. D6 chinh 1a &m muwu sat hai Yasuko. Y da suy nghi rd't nhi€u sudt
hai ba ngay nay. Cudi cung y rat ra két ludn, khong the gi€t Yasuko ma
khong phai 1i€u minh. Thyc ra, khong phai la khong cé cich gi€t 4. Nhwng



xac sudt thanh cong khong cao. Vi du, Takuya cé th€ cho ddc vao sdcodla
roi giti cho Yasuko, dé tén ngwdi giti 12 ban cta 4. Nhung cdch nay chéc
chin khong th€ tao hién treong gid giong nhu ty sit. Phai d€ Yasuko chét
yén binh trong nha ri€ng. N&u c6 sécola dinh doc dang an d& vwong vai
canh xac chét thi khong duorc.

Takuya nghi ra k& hoach nay do h6m qua nghe chuyén ttr m6t nir nhan
vién choi thian voi Yasuko. Theo 10 ¢6 ta, hai ngwoi dinh di xem nhac kich
vao tdi thee Bay, tirc ngay mai. P61 v&i Yasuko, ldc nay khong phai thoi
di€m thich hop d€ di xem kich. Nhung da 16 hen tred'e d6 nén khong the twe
chdi.

Takuya hoéi xem ho dinh di tv maYy gio t&i may gio. Co ban vui vé dap
ring ti 7 gio t&i 10 ruedi.

Khong th€’ bd qua cor hdi to't theé nay.

Takuya quyét Ii€u minh mot phen. Trede ddy, y dd@ mot Ian 1iéu minh khi
tham gia k& hoach gi€t Yasuko, ddm nhan nhiém vu ché xac. Lic nay cling
can quy€t tam nhu ngay aYy.

Tic 1a 1ap lai viéc gi€t nguoi.

Va T4n nay y budc phdi thanh cong. Pén ci may choi game, chic cling sé
khong cho y co hoi thir ba.
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Thir Sau. Tredoce ky nghi cudi tuan, ddm nhan vién tré nén han hoan. Gan
day noi 1én phong trao xa hoi vao tdi thtt Nim!2, nhung qua thuc thir Sdu
van 1a thoi di€m vui vé nhat trede nhirng ngay cudi tuin.

Cud6i cung thi chuéng bdo hét gio' ciing reo 1én. Nhirng ngwoi dang
nghiém tidc ng6i bén ban lam viéc bit dau thu don d6 dac, nhitng ké dang
noi chuyén dién thoai ciing tim cach k€t thuc cudc goi nhanh chong. Badm
nhan vién tré don dep qua loa r'éi tu hop di nhau.

“Nakamori ¢6 di cung khong? Thi thodng cling nén tham gia v&i moi
ngwoi chir.”

Yumie dang lau don tad'm bang den thi mdt nam nhan vién cling b phan
dén ra ré. Co da dwore moi vai Ian nhung chwa tirng tham gia.

“Xin 106i anh, hdm nay t0i ¢6 hen r'6i.” Yumie cidi d4u xin 16i.

“Panh chiu vay. C6 hen v&i ban trai a?”



“A cdi d6...”

“0, toi khong biét 1a Nakamori ¢ ban trai d&y. Lan t&i nhé k& chuyén
nhé. Thoi chao.”

Yumie chao tam bi€t dong nghiép.

Don dep xong, Yumie thay d6 ra vé. C6 hen Gorou ldc 6 gio tai quan ca
phé quen thudc.

Yumie d&n sm nam phdt, nhung da thd’y Gorou ng6i & ban sit twong.
Anh mic quian jean v&i 4o gi6 mau den. Van 1a cdch dn mdc moi khi. Nhin
tha'y ¢d, anh 1ién nhdy mét r'oi gio tay 1én.

“Anh biét dwore gi chwra?... A cho toi cling loai ca phé.”

Vira ngdi xudng ghé’, cd lién hdi Gorou, dong thoi goi d6 uéng voi
nhan vién quan vtra t&i ban. Gorou di c6 sdn mot coc ca phé trirdc miit.

“Tiéc 1a anh chwra tim ra gi dang gi4. N6i that diéu tra thé nay kho 1dm.”
Gorou 4y nay noi.

“Viy sao. Chéc chuyén nay bj cA'm ti&t 10.”

“Co the. N&u ba't can, co6 khi s€ gap chuyén khong hay.”

“Hwm... N6i that phia em ciing khong ¢6 gi m&i. Em ¢6 ban bén phong
nhan sy, nén sang nay da héi han vai diéu.”

“Co6 thong tin gi a?”” Gorou hoi.

Yumie 1ién ldc dau.

“Co &y bao lic tredrc phong k& hoach phat trién ¢cdn mdt nhan vién van
phong dam nhiém nhan sy, ma lic d6 phong thiét k& thwa nguwoi nén da
thuyén chuyén.”

“Nguwoi d6 chinh 1a Yumie nhi.”

Gorou ndi, ding lic d6 ca phé cling dwgc mang ra. Yumie cho stra vao,
dung thia khud’y 1€n r'6i nhin sang anh va ndi.

“Nhung em phat hién mot chuyén thu vi.”

“Gi vay?”

“Ve anh Gorou day.”

“Veé anh? Chuyén gi cht?”

“Tredc ddy em khong d€ y. Nhung lic em chuyén bd phéan cling 1a lic
anh Gorou chuyén chd 1am nhi? Tt bd phin sdn xuit sang bd phan thuc
nghiém.”



“A.” Gorou gii d4u, c6 vé& bat ngd. “Ping vdy. Tt khi vao cong ty, anh
cit & sudt mot bd phan, nén chic dén lic phai chuyén.”

“Nhuwng c6 that 1a ngiu nhién khong?”

Gorou cau may, qua quyét 1a ngiu nhién.

“Em lai ¢6 cam giac d6 khdng phai tinh co.”

“Chéc khong dau... Em suy nghi nhiéu qu4d.”

“Vay u?”

Yumie nhin chdm chdm vao c&¢c ca phé. Tha'y c6 dim chiéu khong néi gi,
Gorou ciing cdi mdt xudng. Nhung cudi cung, anh chi dong phd vo' bau
khong khi yén lang.

“Anh hi€u cam gidc cia Yumie. Nhung em suy nghi nhi€u qué r'6i. Vu én
Tan nay khong lién quan t&i cdi ma em nghi dau. Anh cho rang nhw vay.”

R'6i Gorou lai ciii gim. Anh td thai d6, minh chi vira néu y kié¢n c4 nhan.

“Em hi€u,” Yumie dap. “Em bi€t r6 cé th€ chi la minh twdng twong.
Nhwng chi mét chit ntra thoi... Cho em lam theo y minh mot chit ntra. Néu
anh Gorou khong thich thi...”

“Anh khong c¢6 ¥ d6.” Gorou dwa mét sang hudng khéc, c6 vé gidn ddi.
“Khong phdi 1a anh ghét chuyén nay. Nhung em dinh lam gi ti€p theo?”

“Em van chwa quyét...”

Yumie lai nhin c&c ca phé, roi trong ra canh vat xa xa ngoai ctra s0. Co
ti€p tuc.

“Anh Suenaga &Yy... Em dinh di€u tra anh ta. Trwedc khi tredng phong bi
sat hai, anh ta v&i Hashimoto ting dwoe goi vao phong. Em thdy hoi to
mo.”
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Thir Bay ngay 21, mwa 4p xudng tr buoi sang r'oi kéo dai toi td'i. Takuya
dwng xe bén canh bdt dién thoai cong cdng cach khu chung co mot quang,
quan sat con dwong Yasuko thwong di qua khi vé nha. Toa chung cw nay ¢6
nam fang. Yasuko & phong ngoai cling tang bon.

Y da ki€m tra ky lwong, & d6 khong c6 ngwoi quan ly.

Pb6ong h'6 dién ti chi 11 gior 40 phiit. Gén t&i ldc a vé dén nha.



Thuc ra, Takuya mu6n ra tay ma khong can 10 mat. Nhung nghi di nghi
lai, y thd'y di€u d6 khdng kha thi. Thé nao ciing phai gap & mot T'an.

Y nhin dong h'6. 11 gio’ 42 phiit.

Ping lic d6, Takuya thdy ¢6 anh dén phia tredc dang cham cham lai
gan. La mot chi€c taxi.

Chiéc taxi ding ngay triede tdoa nha. R6i cra sau bén trdi m& ra. Pen
trong xe sang 1én, c6 th€ thd'y bong nguoi khach dang tra tién. Y khong
nhin rd mat.

Nguwoi khach xudng xe roi 1ap tiec bat 6. Khong nham dwoe, d6 chinh la
Yasuko. A mic 4o khodc den, mot tay cam tdi gidy. Dwong nhw 4 khong
nhan ra Takuya, ctr viy di vé phia khu chung cw.

Takuya xdch @6 xudng xe. Y chui vao b6t dién thoai. Tw diy y c6 th€
thd’y ctra s& phong Yasuko. Y ¢Am &ng nghe 1én, khong roi méit khoi khung
ctra sO.

Thoi gian tr6i di chdm chap. Yasuko & tdng bon nén s€ phai di thang
may, khong 16 & dén dau roi.

Khi tay Takuya wdt dAm mo hoi thi phong Yasuko siang den. C6 1€ do
rém ctra sdm mau, anh sdng ¢6 phan mo 4o.

Takuya nhét thé di€n thoai vao, 18y h€t binh tinh r6i bAm nit goi. Sau ba
ti€ng tat, y nghe thdy giong Yasuko bén kia dau day.

“La to1, Suenaga day.” Takuya néi. Pau day bén kia thd't 1€n ngac nhién.

“Anh goi gio’ nay c6 viéc gi vay?”

“T6i mudn ndi chuyén vé dira bé. Hién t6i dang & gan nha cd, ching ta
gap nhau dwoc ch?”

Yasuko im lang trong gidy lat. That dang ti€c, y khong rd a dang nghi gi.

“Ngay mai khong dwgrc hay sao?”

“Khdng. Vay nén t6i m&i doi twe ndy.”

“... Ma chuyén gi co?”

“Chuyén vé dira bé. Va ca teong lai clia ching ta nira.”

Yasuko ti€p tuc im lang. C6 khi & cling bi€t Takuya dinh sit hai minh.
Néu vay thi cé the hi€u dwoc viéc & d€ phong. Nhwng Takuya phdi vao
dwoc phong Yasuko bing moi gid.

“Ma con chuyén nay nwra.” Takuya tung con 4t chu bai. “Vé Hashimoto
va Nishina Naoki 8y.”



“... Anh bi€t gi sa0?”

Takuya 14p tirc ddong nao xem Yasuko tra 1o nhw vay 1a ¢6 y gi. C6 the' a
ta khong biét gi chiing? Ma khong, ciing chwa chéc.

“Bi€t.” Takuya néi. “Vay nén t6i mudn thong thad ndi chuyén.”

Vai gidy yén ldng troi qua, cudi cung Yasuko 1€n ti€ng.

“Puore r'oi. Em d€ ctra mé nén anh cwr vao di.”

“Céam on ¢0.” Takuya néi roi bd 6ng nghe xudng.

Cah than khong d€ ai nhin thdy, Takuya dén tredc ctira phong, vin nim
da'm ctra. PAu ngén tay y c6 16p keo nén khé xoay tay nim. Y lam vay d€
tranh Iwu lai da'u van tay. Peo gang tay thi Yasuko s€ ngo’ viec mat.

bing nhw 101 Yasuko, cira khong khéa. Bén trong, Yasuko ngoi sat
twong, nhin Takuya ddy canh gidc.

“Cha!” Takuya néi. “Lau 1dm m&i qua ddy. L'an thit hai thi phai.”

“Lan thtr ba 8y.”

“Vay a.”

“Anh ngoi1 xuong di.”

Yasuko ha't cdm ra hiéu cho y ng'di xudng sofa d6i dién minh, bén kia cdi
ban thap. Takuya khéa ctra, thdo giay roi nga ngwoi xudng cai sofa ay.

“T6i dinh mang qua t&i, ma khong nghi ra gi. Nén da mua linh tinh maYy
thr Yasuko thich.”

Takuya dit 1én ban mot chai rwou vang tring va mot chiéc hop vudng
van. “Trueédc hét chiing ta can ly nhé. C6 1ay cho tdi hai cdi ly dwoc
khong?”

“Can ly vi céi gi co?” Yasuko ci't ti€ng lanh 1€o0. “Anh vao van d€ chinh
di.”

“Truwde d6 t6i mudn thw gian mot chit.”

Td ly & ngay bén canh. Takuya ti 14y ra hai chiéc ly, mé chai rieou bang
d6 khui roéi rét cha't 1dng vang nhat éng dnh vao hai coc.

“Can ly nao.”

Takuya cam ly 1€n. Tuy nhi€n Yasuko khong h€ cham 18y céi ly, chi nhin
Takuya v&i 4nh mat nhr mudn do xét y @6 thyc sy cia vy.

“Sao vay?” Takuya hoi.



“Em bd reou roi.” A tra 161 v vé mit vo cam. “Khong ot cho dira bé
trong bung.”

“MOot chit ¢6 sao dau.”

Nhung Yasuko vin lic dau.

“Em dang doii anh n6i chuyén day.”

Takuya ctiing khong udng, dit ly reou xudng ban.

“T6i hdi thém mot Tan niva. Co khdng dinh bd dira bé a?”

“Khong.”

“Cha ctia n6 c¢6 khi khéng con trén doi nira. Hashimoto va Nishina...”

Takuya vira néi vira quan sat phan &ng cia Yasuko.

Trong chdc 14t, 4 dwa mét nhin xudng.

“Anh bi€t roi a?”

“U’. N&u né la con ciia mot trong hai ngwoi d6 thi ¢6 tinh sao?”

Yasuko nhiin vai, cwoi khay.

“Chuyén d6 anh khong can quan tdm. Chi can quan tdm n€u né la con
cta anh thoi.”

Thdt khéng hiéu dwoc. Takuya bat dau buc bdi. Y khong sao hi€u dwoc y
dinh that sy cuda a.

“Néu canh sat bi€t hai nguoi kia déu dan diu véi Yasuko, khdng 1o sé
thé nao nhi?”

“Anh dinh bdo canh sit &y a? N&u anh lam viy...” Anh mét Yasuko 16e

1én.

“T6i hi€u ma. Néu tdi lam vay, cb s€ khai toi ra chir gi. Vay nén 61 moi
lo l4ng. C6 khong gitr thir gi 1am bon tdi bai 16 da’y chi? Chang han viét
t€n trong so tay gi d6.”

“Anh yén tAm. Mdi khi lién lac em déu dung dién thoai cong ty ma.”

“N€u vay thi dwoc.” Thyc long, Takuya thay nhe nhom hin. “Néi that,
lic nghe tin hai ngwoi kia bi sat hai, t6i da nghi ngo’ Yasuko ra tay.”

“Anh dung duia ch!” Yasuko qua quy€t. “Sao em lai phéi gi€t hai ngwoi
do? Ngwore lai, ho mudn gi€t em ciing nén.”

Sw the la thé’day. Takuya c¢6 kiém long d€ khong néi vay.

“Nhwng cd xin nghi vao ngay Nishina Naoki bi gi€t ma? C6 dinh béo chi
12 nglu nhién thoi w?”



Yasuko td vé& ngac nhién, ling ting dwa mét nhin quanh. Th& r'6i cd &
nhin lai Takuya.

“HOm d6 anh Nishina goi em dén Osaka.”

“Tredng phong Nishina goi cd6? C6 chuyén gi vay?”

Takuya gid vo' ngac nhién. Y bi€t rd6 hon ai hét 1y do Naoki goi a t&i
Osaka.

“Em khong 16. Anh ta bdo ¢é chuyén quan trong mudn néi nén goi em
toi. No6i 1a viéc lién quan t&i dira bé. Nén em xin nghi r'oi di Osaka.”

“Cho nao & Osaka?”

“Tai quan ca phé Biidoro dw¢i fdng hdm ga Shin- Osaka. Anh &y bao em
doi dén 5 gio.”

Chéc hén sau khi gap mat, Naoki dinh dwa 4 1én xe, t&i dia di€m sat hai.
Nhung hen 5 gio’ thi hoi som. Khong rd Naoki dinh lam gi.

“Nhwng ma...” Yasuko néi. “Anh ta khong t¢i. Em da doi tan hai ti€ng.”

“Hum...”

Takuya nhin mit Yasuko cham chdm. Khong 18 & dang néi d&i hay néi
that. D61 véi 4 ta, dién kich thé nay 13 chuyén dé nhw &n com.

“Pé&n hom sau, em nghe tin anh ta bj sat hai. Em ngac nhién t&i mirc tim
nhw ngung dap &Yy.”

“Co khong c6 manh md1 nao sao?”

“Khong. Sau d6 t&i lwgt anh Hashimoto. Em hoan toan khdéng hi€u
chuyén gi dang xay ra.”

“Nhung c6é di€m chung gitra hai vu dn. N€u theo trinh ty thi ti€p theo s€
1a t6i. Vi lo 1dng nén tdi m&i t&i ddy. Co thyc sy khong phai hung thi day
ch?”

“Thi da bao em khong c6 dong co’ roi ma.”

Yasuko dang rdng hai canh tay. Takuya chdam chd nhin a. A cling im lang
nhin lai.

“Thoi. Pwoc r'6i.” Takuya néi. “Du sao t6i cling phai ban bac v&i ¢6 d€
tim ra hung tha thyc sw... Ma u6ng chit regru tred'c nhé!”

“Em da bao khong can roi ma.”

“Co nghi t6i bd ddc vao reou a?”



Khi Takuya néi vy, Yasuko 1ién tron mét, sau d6 nhwr nghi ra diéu gi bén
gat gu hai ba lan.

“Phai r'0i, cling c¢6 kha ndng anh s€ gi€t em ma. Du em khong nghi ra ly
do anh phai gi€t Nishina hodc Hashimoto.”

“C0 khong tin t6i nhi. Vay thé nay thi sao?”

Takuya m¢& cdi hp mang theo cung chai rworu. Trén hdp in nhan hi€u
banh Nhat truyén thdng noi ti€ng. Yasuko déc biét thich banh cta ti€ém nay,
nha't 1 loai banh bang thach bén trong c¢6 qua mo.

“Ruwou vang v&i banh Nhat khong hop nhau 1m. Anh mua hin loai nay
cho em v? Pang ngo’ that.”

Yasuko nhin y v&i 4nh mét thim do.

“C6 van nghi ngo' sao? Thé cd chon mot cdi di. Toi s€ dn trede.” Takuya
noi.

Yasuko 1i€n chon mot trong sd tdm cai banh x€p trong hdp, roi dwa cho
y. Takuya mé& gidy g6i, khong chian chir cin mot miéng. R6i y nhin
Yasuko, néi: “It ra c¢d ciing 14y cho t6i mot cdc tra chi.”

Yasuko lvom y r'6i ding day di vao bép. Takuya thdy & chuan bi mdt &m
tra va nwdc nong. Y I1én ti€ng tw phia sau: “Nghi viéc r'oi cd dinh lam gi?”

“Ciing khong 1am gi déc biét. Chi chuan bj sinh bé thoi. That khong phai
voi anh.”

“T6i khong hiéu 1dm. C6 dinh s& ddoi mot khoan tror cAp 16n néu tdi
chi&€m dwore gia san nha Nishina. Nhwng nhw vy ca doi cd cling khong the
k€&t hon. C6 chap nhan sao?”

“Em khong hitng thi gi v&i chuyén k&t hon 1dm dau.”

Yasuko cho tra vao Am nuwdc néng roi quay lai. Hoi nwdc phang phat
bay trong khong trung.

“Hwm... C6 an banh di.”

“Gio’ em khong mu6n an.” Yasuko tra 1oi.

“Hinh nhw ¢6 van chuwa tin t6i?” Takuya cwoi gwong gao. “Thoi khong
sao. Viy tai sao c6 khong mudn k&t hon?”

“Udc mo cia em 1a sdng cudc doi vui choi an nhan. Dira bé trong bung
ciing chi nhw ga d@ trisng vang. Em cho cor hoi nay 1au 18m r6i.”

“Nhu ky sinh trung &y a?”

Loi y lam Yasuko né nu cwoi lanh tanh.



“Anh cling 1a ky sinh tring con gi. Pwng td vé ta day ch.”

Takuya khong phéan bién, tay cam cdc tra da gan hét hoi néng. Y dwa
cd’c 1én miéng, chot dung lai.

“Sao thé™?” Yasuko hdi.

“Nght lai thi t6i cling khong hoan toan tin Yasuko dau.”

Yasuko 1ién 1ic dau.

“Anh lam em bu6n cuwoi qua. Lam sao ¢6 chuyén em muén giét anh
dwoc.”

“Ai biet.”

Takuya d4y cdc tra vé phia Yasuko. A ta cudi nhat roi ¢Am 14y coc.

“Em mudn anh thanh cong. Anh clng bi€t em thyc long ma. Anh vao
dwoc nha Nishina thi em ciing d6i doi. Nhw budce ra noi ddy 4nh ning
vay.”

N6i xong, Yasuko udng cdc tra minh vwa pha. Thay vay, Takuya lién
cam 12y ly rwou.

“Vay u6ng mung mit troi nao!”

“U, mung...”

Yasuko vwra dat c6c xudng thi dot nhién md to mét, dwa tay lén nhw
muon bit 18y miéng. A ngd xudng gh& sofa, bit dau rén ri.

Takuya vira udng rwou vira ngam Yasuko vat 16n. That ngac nhién, y
khong hé thd'y ddng so. Moi thit dién ra ding theo k& hoach.

Hai ba phiit sau, Yasuko thoi ctt dong. Khi da chic chén, Takuya 1ién
dirng ddy, tay vin cAm ly rweou vang. Y dwa chin day nguoi Yasuko. Khong
c6 phan tng gi.

“Toi gidng ky sinh tring chd nao? Pung c¢6 ddnh ddng t6i v&i ¢d.”
Takuya d4 vao dau Yasuko. “Cdi gi ma day 4nh ning cht. Nguoi nhu cd
khong c6 ning chi¢u vao dau. Pirng mo’ twdng!”

Takuya da quyét dinh ha doc Yasuko liic & di vang, nhung dau dau khong
bi€t bo kali xyanua vao dau. Y hau nhw chi suy nghi vé chuyén do.

Y da nghi d&€n hdp stra, may lo gia vi nhw mudi hay xi dau va ca ban
chéi danh rdng, nhwng nhén ra ta't cd déu c6 xac sua't tha't bai kha cao. Stra
thi khong rd khi nao 4 s€ uéng. Gia vi cé the giam tic dung tiy moén an.
Dung ban chai thi khong r6 lwong doc di vao co’ the€' 1a bao nhiéu.



Ngoai ra, d6 phai la thr Yasuko sé bd vao miéng trwedc mat Takuya. N&u
4 tring doc chét trong lic y khong hay biét thi nguy hi€ém 18m. Lic d6 ma
cé ai budc vao, moi chuyén s€ thanh cong coc.

Ciing c6 céch cho doc vao d6 udng mang dén tang. Hay la bdo a pha ca
phé roi 1én cho ddc vao.

Tuy nhién, k&€ hoach nay chi thanh cong n€u Yasuko khong hé dé phong.
Ngoai ra, ciing khé tim thoi di€m a khong d€'y d€ cho doc vao.

Nhung ngeoi dang phong bi ciing ¢ khi ba't can udng gi d6. Tra hay ca
phé do chinh tay minh pha chflng han.

Nghi t&i d6, Takuya 1ién nhin ra noi thich hop d€ gai bay.

D6 1a phia trong miéng voi 4m tra. Y s& gin tinh th€ kali xyanua vao do.
Nhin ngoai thi khong nhén ra dwoe. Khi cho 14 tra va nwdc néng vao am,
kali xyanua sé lang I€ tan ra. R6t ra cdc thi dwgc mot cdc tra doc vwea da
dam da.

Minh sé thanh céng. Takuya chic nhw dinh déng cdt. Va thyc t& ding 1a
vay.

Khi chic chin Yasuko da chét, Takuya béc 16p keo trén dau ngén tay ra.
Y rira sach &m nwde, coc tra va ca ly reoru. Y lau chuii sach sé r'oi dit chiing
1én gid, cAn than khong d€ lai dAu van tay. Canh st c6 nam mo' cling khong
nghi nhirng thir nay lién quan t&i vu an.

Phéan viéc con lai phai dung bao tay. Takuya don dep nhitng thir mang
toi, ddt mot chiéc ly thay tinh tried'c mét Yasuko r'éi rét it nwde vao.

Can sﬁp dat tinh hud'ng a tw lam dep tredee lic ty sat.

Takuya di t&i ban trang di€m, tim thir gi phtt hop d€ trang tri cdi xdc. Y
1ap tirc thd'y ngay cdi cai 4o hinh béng hoa mau vang trén ban. Tam cénh
hoa dwoc 1am bang vang, & gitra gin kim cwong.

Yasuko cé dd trang sirc dt tién nhi.

Takuya cin nhic c¢6 nén gin né 1én cdi x4c khong. Nhung cudi cling y
quy€t dinh khong lam vay. C6 kha nang Yasuko da deo vat nay khi di xem
kich t67 nay. N&u vi tri thay doi, c6 ban dong nghié€p cia a s€ nhan ra ngay.

Minh khong nén qud cirng nhdc. Nghi vdy, Takuya roi khdi ban trang
diém.

Takuya bwdc ra hanh lang, x6 giay roi ki€m tra Tan cudi. Gat gu ty nha
moi thir déu hoan hdo, y quan sat bén ngoai qua ctra s6. Biy gio’ 1a gitra



khuya, nhirng n€u bi ai nhin tha’y thi rd't phién phirc.

Khi da chéc chin khdng c6 ai bén ngoai, Takuya mé cira. Khong céan tit
den trong phong. Ch:fmg maYy ai ty ti trong bong toi.

Takuya buwdc ra ngoai, khéa ctra lai. Canh ctra dong lai tron tru. D6 1a
chi€c chia khéa y lam hdm qua tai xweong tht nghiém. Trea hom qua,
Takuya da Ién t&i ban lam viéc cia Yasuko, dung dat sét 18y khudn chia
khéa nha trong ngan kéo. V&i chi€c chia gid, y 1&n vao phong Yasuko lic &
di xem nhac kich d¢€ gai cha't ddc kali xyanua.

Takuya roi chung cw, vé xe ciia minh. Y khdng quén thi gi. Cho dén lic
nay, y chwa teng sai st vao nhirng thoi di€m quan trong.

Y kh&i dong xe, dap ga. Lic phdng qua truedc tdoa nha, Takuya bat chot
cwoi thanh ti€ng.
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Thi th€ cia Amamiya Yasuko dwoc phat hién vao thir Hai ngay 23, sau
ky nghi cudi tuan. Yasuko nghi lam khong xin phép nén mot dong nghiép
nit lo 14ng, d&n thim cin hd & Choufu va phat hién ra sy viéc. Cdi xdc sd'm
dwore tim ra cling bdi tred'e d6 c6 chuyén twong tw cia Hashimoto Atsushi.

Yasuko nga guc trén san phong an. Trén ban chi c6 mot c6c thay tinh
chita nrdrc d&n mot phan tw. Phong &'c gon gang ngin ndp, khong c6 dau
hiéu tranh cha®p.

Nhéan vién gidm dinh nhin qua da bi€t Yasuko chét do ngd ddc xyanua.
Quanh miéng t thi c6 chat nhay mui hanh nhan, day 1a mot di€ém dic trung
cua cai chét do xyanua.

“C6 1€ ¢0 ta 1a hung thi.” Nguwoi dau tién 1én ti€ng la Taniguchi. Ba dén
vu an th ba, 6ng ciling sé'm dwa ra k&t luén.

Y ong 12 Yasuko da sat hai Nishina Naoki va Hashimoto Atsushi.

“Amamiya Yasuko lam viéc tai van phong cta Nishina Toshiki. Ngay
Naoki bi giét, co ta da xin nghi...”

Sayama néi, nhé lai may hdm triedre ting ban chuyén nay véi Taniguchi.
Cung lic d6, anh cam thA’y ddng ti€c. Amamiya Yasuko nim trong nhém
doi twong tinh nghi. Nhwng ho khdng ¢6 co’ s d€ theo dai ¢o ta.

“C06 ta mudn sat hai hai ngeoi dan dng kia, dat dwgc muc dich thi 1ién ty
sat? Khong ro ddng co gi€t ngwoi, nhwng cling khong hoan toan vo 1y.”



“T6i khong dong y.” Sayama néi. “Né&u to dau hung thi da dinh ty sat
thi khong cdn mat cong dan dwng thi thuat gi€t ngwoi nhw vay. Tha doan
trong ca hai vu an sat hai Naoki va Hashimoto déu cho thdy hung thu mudn
che gidu ban than.”

“Ciling c6 kha nang hung thu thay doi tam trang. Hoac tw sat do bi kich
dong. C6 khi cd ta s¢ hai vi canh sat diéu tra nén Iya chon cai chét.”

Nhurng Sayama van lic dau.

“Tén sat nhan nay ra't binh tinh. Khong the ty sat do bi kich dong.”

“Khong dau, nhitng ké gi€t nguwoi von tinh bdc dong ma. Théi, cir diéu
tra thi s€ r0.”

Taniguchi vd vai Sayama r'oi ra chi thi cho nhitng vién canh sét khéc.

Sayama budc t&i can phong Yasuko dung lam phong ngu. Trong phong
c6 giwrdng va mot ban trang diém cé gin gwong phan chigu ca ngudi. Trén
ban 12 mdt céi cai 4o bang vang. Noi diu givdng c6 mot hdp dung trang
strc.

Anh ki€m tra bén trong hop, khong thay c6 nhiéu d'6 trang sitc 14m.
Nhung c6 vai mén gin d4 quy hang thit, cé vé 12 san phadm clia c4c nhin
hiéu noi ti€ng. Sayama cam thay ban khoan. M&y cd nang cong s& by gio
lrrong cao d&n mirc c6 the than nhién mua nhirng thir dit tién the nay sao?

Khi m¢ ta quéan do, Sayama lai ¢c6 an twgng twong ty. Anh hdu nhw
khong biét gi vé nhitng nhan thoi trang phu nit, nhwng ciing cam thdy toan
la thir xa xi.

“Co6 ta song kha xa hoa nhi?”

Mot vién cénh sat tré tudi dé€n bén Sayama, buéng 1o nhan xét khi nhom
vao ti quan 4o.

“Gid thué cian ho nay von khong ré chiit nao. 6 dac xung quanh ¢6 ta
cling ton nhicu tién.”

“U. C6 cam gidc ¢d ta hoi phung phi. Khong phéi toi ghen ti gi, nhung
voi leong cda ching ta thi khong the s6ng thé nay dwoc.”

“Ma’y c6 gdi tré ngay nay c6 tién nhi.”

Céu canh sat tré tuoi khong gidu duoc vé ghen ti.

Sau d6 Sayama m& ngan kéo trén cling ctia ban trang di€m. Cidn nha nay
khong c6 cdi ta nao khac, khdng bi€t nhirng thir gia tri ngoai da quy dwoc



gidu & dau. Sayama nghi ngo’ chiing dwore gidu trong ngan ban trang di€ém
nén mai thir kéo ra xem sao.

Tryc gidc ciia anh hoan toan chinh xac. Trong ngén kéo c6 sO ngan hang
va thé bao hi€m y t&. Con c6 ca con daul®. Duong nhw Yasuko khong nghi
dén treong hop bi trdm vao nha.

Sayama m¢& sO ngan hang ra xem. Ngoai ly do d¢€ diéu tra, anh con thuc
long t0 mo mot cd gdi tré giau c¢6 co’ nao.

Tuy nhién hang s& trén s lam anh tha't vong.

S& duw tai khoan: 42.137 yénlL.

Cdi gi thé'nay?

Sayama stng s6t. Du 1a tred'c ngay linh lwong, con s& nay cling qua it.
Theo anh biét, mot sinh vién madi ra treong ¢6 nguoi tiét kiém dwoc hon
mot triéu yén's-.

Nhung Sayama 1ap tirc nhan ra con s& nay ciing hop ly. Xem ra Yasuko
song ra't xa hoa. Nén dwong nhién trong tai khoan khong con bao nhi€u
tién. Ngwore lai, néu ¢6 nhi€u tién méi dang ngo.

Anh bat gidc thé phao, cwoi khd s&. Minh sao lai ganh dua véi mét co
gdi m&i ngoai doi muoi chi.

Nhwng Sayama khong cwoi dwoce 1au. Vi trong ngidn kéo cé thir khién
anh chu y hon.

b6 1a s6 kham bénh. Phong kham phu sdn Nagayama. Ngay kham bénh
la ngay 20 thang 10. Nghia Ia hon m6t thang trudrc.

“Sépa.”

Sayama ca't tieng goi Taniguchi.
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Phong kham phu san Nagayama cach can h6 cia Amamiya Yasuko muoi
phit di xe. Vira vin t&i d6 bac si kham cho Yasuko ¢6 ca tryc, nén Sayama
cung Shindo t¢i diéu tra.

D6 12 mot vi bac si tudi trung nién, téc bac tring ndi bat. Biét tin Yasuko
chét, dng ta tron mét sting sd't.

“Co6 ta hoi khac ngwoi mot chiit nhwng ra't xinh dep. Vay la ¢o ta chét
roi sao? Thoi dai bdy gior that khong biét sinh mang con nguwdi dai ngin
thé nao.”



“C0 ta khac ngwoi thé' nao?” Sayama hoi.

“T6i ¢6 &n twong nhw vay lic ¢o ta tdi kham Tan dau. C6 ta nghi minh ¢6
thai nén muon chan dodn. Phy ni tré ngay nay kha thoai mai, nhung cd ta
trong ddc biét vo tu.”

“Vay co ding la co ta mang thai khong?”

“Puwoec hai thang.” Vi bac si trd loi. “Lic t6i chic mwng, phan &ng cla
cd ta cling khac thwong. Vira vui mwrng, ma cling viea 1anh dam. Co ta néi
minh van dang ddc than, nhwng lai khong c6 vé bi sdc.”

Sayama nghi bung, vi bac s nay cé kha ning phan tich hop ly.

“C0 ta khong dinh pha thai sao?” Shindo hai.

“Khong.” Vi bac st qua quyét. “Toi ciing nghi cd ta s€ yéu cau bd dira bé,
nhung c6 ta quy€t dinh sinh n6 ra. Nghe vay, to1 thdy ra't yén long.”

Yasuko du dinh sinh con.

Sayama ban khoan khong biét cha dira bé 1a ai, ben hoi.

“C0 ta khong ndi gi vEé cha dira bé sao?”

Vi bac si td vé bo1 roi.

“Thyc ra vé chuyén dé... c6 Amamiya hoéi t6i mdt cau hoi la.”

“Cau hoi la v?”

“Vang. Co6 ta hdi bao gio’ thi biét nhom mau ctia dira bé.”

“O” Sayama va Shindo quay sang nhin nhau. “Pung 12 ciu hédi khic
nguwoi that.”

“Nén t6i nghi c6 khi c6 Amamiya khong bié€t chinh xac cha dira bé 1a ai.
Vi viy ¢0 ta phai tim ra qua nhém mau.”

“Ra vay. Thé béc si tra 1oi thé nao?”

“Tdi tra 1o ring nhém mau dwoc quyét dinh ngay sau khi thu tinh. N&u
mudn bi€t chinh xac thi thoi di€m thich hop nhat 1a sau khi sinh. Ciling c6
the’ xét nghiém nhom mdu vao dau thai ky hay gitra thai ky, nhung kha
nguy hieém.”

“Sau d6 c6 Amamiya c6 chd’p thudn khéng?” Sayama hoi.

“Co ta nghi ngoii mot h'6i roi chap thuan. Cling khong thay doi y dinh
sinh dira bé. Sau d6 t6i kham bénh theo lich trinh ma khong héi thém gi.”

Vi bac si td vé hoi tiéc.



V& s& canh sit, Sayama bdo cdo cho Taniguchi. Ong nhin 1én tfan nha,
14m nham nhw dang sip x&p lai thong tin trong dau.

“Amamiya Yasuko c6 bau. Co ta khong r6 cha dira bé 1a ai. N6i cach
khac, cb ta dan diu v&i nhiéu ngwoi dan ong cung lic. Du khong biét cha
dira bé 1a ai, Yasuko dv dinh sinh con. Co6 ta dinh nudi con mét minh sao?”

“Khong hop 1y 1dm.” Sayama néi. “Nhin qua ciin ho, c¢6 thé tha’y Yasuko
da quen s6ng xa hoa. Khdng phai ki€u nguoi chju khG nudi con.”

“Khi lién quan t&i con cdi, ¢6 khi phu ntr s€ thanh nguwoi khac d6.”

Shindo néi chen vao: “Cé nhi€u phu ntt khong thich k&t hén nhwng lai
mudn c6 con. May ¢d &y choi boi nhi€éu nén chan dan 6ng, nhung con cai
thi vdn mu6n.”

Shindo néi v&i vé tir tin. Sayama khong 18 1dm vé phu nir ngy nay nén
chi bi€t im lang.

“Du sao phai tim ra ga dan 6ng d6 da.” Taniguchi k&t luan. “Du khong
bi€t ga con song hay khong.”

Ong ta mudn néi t&i Nishina Naoki va Hashimoto Atsushi. Sayama va
Shindo déu git dau dong y.
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Takuya cam th&’y thda man v&i phan ing cia ddm nhan vién veé céi chét
cta Yasuko. Bdo buoi sang khong viét cu the, nhwng ciu chuyén cua co
nhan vién phét hién ra cdi x4c da dwoe don dai khip noi. Phan 16n moi
ngudi nghi rang & tw sat. Nguwoi ban dong nghiép dau tién Takuya gip vao
sang nay cling noi vay.

“Cau nghe gi chwa? C6 Amamiya Yasuko thuéc phong gidam ddc moi tw
ttr bang kali xyanua d6.” Anh ta bit chuyén, roi ti€p tuc néi. “C6 ngudi
d'on ring co ta da giet tredng phong Nishina va ca ciu Hashimoto phong
s0 1. Khong r6 sy tinh thé" nao, nhung phu ntr that déng s¢.”

Qud diing nhw vdy. Takuya tan dong v&i vé mat nghiém tic.

Budi chitu y t&i cong xudng & Saitama. O’ d6 moi ngwdi ciing dang ban
tan xOn xao.

“T6i bi€t rat r6 cdu Hashimoto. Khong phai loai nguwoi gdy thu chudc
oan v&i ai diu. Ping 1a cdu 4y ¢é quan hé mo dam v&i cdi ¢6 vira chét
sao?”



Nagase, ngwoi phu trach ky thudt san xud't & cong trrong nhiét tinh ban
ludn nhr mudn tim ki€m thong tin thud vi vé vu an tw Takuya.

“T6i khong bi€t gi ca.”

Takuya chi ddp lai nhw vay.

Nhén vién ky thuit san xua't dwa Takuya t&i cong xwdng s 2. Nghe néi
cO robdt hoat dong khong tdt.

“Pén lidc nay né van hoat dong nhanh nhen khong méic sai IAm nao, khi
cAm nim san pham ciing it gdy ton hai. Nhwng anh nhin xem, khi c6 sin
pham 13i di qua bing chuyén, né vin 1ip rdp nhw binh thuong. Liéu cé
khic phuc dworc di€ém nay khong?”

Cam san pham 10i trén tay, Nagase noi.

“Pau c6 van dé gi? Sau d6 loai bd sdn pham 10i & cong doan ki€m tra
chat leong 1a dugre.”

“Du vdy, n€u phat hién & giai doan som hon thi s€ khéng lang phi linh
kién.”

“Thay vao d6, tot hon hét 1a nén ki€m soét d€ khong c¢6 hang 16i bj dwa
vao. Cong doan trude d6 la do nguoi lam?”

“U.” Nagase thap giong. “Cong viéc kha ti mi nén khong ty dong héa
hoan toan dwoc.”

“Néu van nho sitc ngwoi thi khong th€ tranh hang 16i. DS 16i cho robot
thi t6i tha'y khong hay 1dm.”

“To1 khong c6 y do.”

“Chuyén robdt hoat dong khong tdt chi c6 vay?”

Takuya cao giong, buc tirc vi bi goi t&i Saitama do viéc cdn con nay.

“Khong, thwe ra ¢6 mot con robd't khéc bj 16i.”

Nagase dan Takuya t&i noi khac. D6 1a vi tri cta r6bdt theee hién cong
doan han.

“R0 rang da dwng r'oi ma ty nhién né hoat dong trd lai. Vi thé ching t6i
rut phich dién nhuw anh thay.”

“Hom.”

Takuya nhin con robot. B6 1a loai ¢6 th€ cai ti€n thém vé quy dao khi
quay canh tay.

“PE toi ki€m tra thir xem. T6i khong nghi 1a do anh hwdng ti€ng 6n.”



“Nho anh xem thix. Nam ngoadi c6 tai nan xay ra, moi ngwoi déu so lam
viéc gan no.”

Khi Nagase n6i vy, Takuya lién nhin 6ng ta cham cham.

“Tai nan d6 dwoc xdc nhan 1a do 16i cia nguoi tic nghiép. Ong khong
giai thich rd rang d€ trdnh hi€u TAm ky qudi thi khé cho bon t6i 14m.”

“Tdi c6 néi vdy, nhung cong nhan khé bd dinh kién 14m.”

“Dinh kién... bung la nhw vay.”

Vira néi Takuya vira bat cong tic diéu khién.

“A ma...” Nagase lai d5i giong diéu. “Hom qua c6 ngudi & tru sé& chinh
goi dién, hdi ching téi V€ anh Suenaga.”

“Vé t6i sao?” Takuya dwng tay, ngoanh lai. “Ho hdi gi th&?”

“La 1im. Nguwoi d6 mudn biét tén clia nhitng con r6bdt ma anh Suenaga
c6 lién quan cho dén bay gio... Chuyén d6 hdi anh tryc ti€p thi nhanh hon
chi.”

Takuya nhiu may.

“Cau héi la that. Ma dién thoai tw ai vay?”

“Nguwoi d6 néi minh dang chinh 1y thong tin ky thuit. La giong nhan vién
nw.”

“0...

Khong ro ké nao dang diéu tra minh. Takuya chot cam thay rat khong
thodi mai.
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HOm sau ngay phat hién céi chét cia Amamiya Yasuko, s& canh sat
Choufu thong bdo v&i doi diéu tra & sé Komae rang cha Yasuko da t&i
Tokyo. Qué Yasuko & Fukuoka nén t&i qua dng khong t&i ngay duoc. Nghe
no6i 6ng da dap chuy&n bay sd'm nha't vao budi sang.

Theo 1€nh Taniguchi, Shindo t&i hoi han dng ta.

Sayama lai d&€n cong ty Cong nghiép nang MM. Vwra ghi tén vao danh ba
khach vié€ng thdm tai ctra chinh, anh u€ 0ai thdm nghi khong ro da t&i day
bao nhiéu I'an r'di. Anh di qud quen v&i sanh ti€p khach.

HoOm nay, dau tién Sayama hen gap tredng nhém Nakano Akiyo, quan 1y
toan bd ntr nhan vién bd phin nghién ctru phat trién. P6 12 mot phu ni



trung nién, nhin kha ¢6 hoc thiec. Khuoén mat ¢6 nét manh mai, hop voi cap
kinh gong kim loai. Theo 1o ba ta, v€ mat chinh thirc, nhirng nhén vién nhw
Yasuko thudc phong nhan sy, nhwng dwgc diéu di cac bd phan khac. Do
vay Nakano ciing 1a tred'ng nhom nhéan sy.

“Co ta lam viéc can than. Va ciling chiu khé nghe theo chi thi cta ching
t01.”

C6 vé da biét thong tin vé céi chét clia Yasuko, Nakano Akiyo bit dau
céu chuyén v&i giong diéu twong ddi binh than.

“Vay ¢d Yasuko 12 nhan vién cap dwdi man cdn?”

“Vang. Nhung ma...” Nakano Akiyo hoi ngdp ngung. “Ma’y thanh nién
ngay nay ay, nhiéu khi td6i khong hi€u ho dang nghi gi. T6i khong c6 y néi
ring ho khong dang hoang, hay hanh dong khé hiéu trong cong viéc. Ma toi
tha’y kho 1am than véi ho bén ngoai cong viéc. Thuwong ngay ho lam gi,
sinh hoat ra sao, t6i hoan toan khong bi€t. C6 the néi ho khong cédi mé
18m.”

“Ttrc 12 ho phan dinh rach roi gitra cong viéc va doi tw?” Sayama ndi.

Chuyén nay ciing binh thwong, von la ddc di€m cda thanh nién thoi nay.

“Vang. Cho nén tdi...” Nakano Akiyo néi t&i day chot dung lai, roi dwa
tay chinh gong kinh kim loai. “Néi that 12 khong thich c6 ta 1dm.”

Sayama gét g1, thAm nghi ddy 1a mét 101 nhan xét trung thyee.

Anh gia vo coi cdi chét cta Yasuko la ty sat, do hdi xem Nakano cé biét
gi khong. Triedng nhém tra 16 khdng biét gi ca. ft nhat Yasuko khong gip
van dé gi trong cong vi€c.

“A, nhung ma...” Nhw syc nhé ra diéu gi, Nakano néi tiép. “C6 ta bao
sap xin thoi viéc. Nhung vAn chwra nop don.”

“Thoi viéc a? Vi sao?”

“Tha’y bao la vé qué hoc ntr cong gia chanh trwedrc khi 18y ch'ong. Nhung
toi khong ro cu the.”

Sayama nghi day chéc chi 1a 1o néi doi cho qua. Nhung tir 1o khai nay,
anh biét ring Nakano Akiyo va dong nghiép khong hay chuyén Yasuko
dang mang thai.

Tw quan 1y cap trén chi cé th€ nghe ngéng dwore d€n vay. Sayama ben
xin phép dwgrc gdp nhan vién nao dé than thi€t véi Yasuko. Nakano Akiyo



gioi thiéu Asano Motoko, mdt nir nhan vién vao cdng ty cung dot voi
Yasuko.

Nhung Sayama cling khong thu dwge thdng tin gi hiru ich tr Motoko.

“Tdi khong th€ tin ring Yasuko di chét. N&u c6 viéc phién long, dang 1&
nén chia sé voi toi chi.”

Motoko vira chA'm nhe khdn mui soa 1én méa vwa noi.

Sayama thtr do hoi vé quan hé nam ntr ctia Yasuko.

“Yasuko rat xinh dep nén nhi€u anh chang lan la lam quen. Nhung t61
chwa nghe ¢6 &y thuwc sy hen ho vdi ai. Bon t6i hay dwore ma’y nam nhén
vién ri di choi tennis hodc tregt tuy€t, nhwng Yasuko hinh nhw lai ghét
maYy tro dé. C6 ra cling khong di.”

“Co khi cd @y c6 ban trai ngoai cong ty chang.” Sayama nhan xét.

“T6i khong nghi cé chuyén d6 dau. Chwa ting nghe thé bao gio.”
Motoko phu dinh kién quyét.

Khong c¢6 dan 6ng thi dinh bau thé nao dwoce. Yasuko khdng the chiu
sinh con cho nguwoi qua dwong. Tém lai Asano Motoko ciling khong hi€u gi
veé Amamiya Yasuko.

Sau d6, Sayama dinh hen gip Nishina Toshiki. B6 qua Hashimoto, di€m
chung gitra Nishina Naoki va Amamiya Yasuko chi ¢6 Toshiki.

Nhwng khi nha’c 6ng nghe dién thoai nd1 bd 1€n, anh lai quy€t dinh tam
deng hdém nay. Trwde khi gap Nishina Toshiki, phai thu thip thém mot it
thong tin da.

Thay vao d6, Sayama ra bot dién thoai cong cong goi vE tru s&, lai dwoe
Taniguchi ra I&énh di t&i Shinjuku ngay bay gio. Tai d6 anh s€ gap vién canh
sat da hen tham van cd ban cling trvong dai hoc ni sinh v&i Yasuko.

“Cha ctia Yasuko cho biét tén cd gdi nay. C6 vé c6 ta va Yasuko thwong
di du lich cling nhau. Thong tin li€n lac ctua c6 ta dwoe tim thdy trong sO
dia chi caa Yasuko.”

Nho cdu cd ddy. Taniguchi néi thém r'oi két thic ci dién thoai.

bi€m hen la quan ca phé dwdi tang trét khach san & Shinjuku. Khi
Sayama t&i noi, mOt ngwoi dan dng mit chit dién vy tay v&i anh. D6 1a
Naitou, mdt canh st trong ddi ctia Taniguchi. Anh ta hon Sayama hai tudi,
6 tip vo judo, than hinh clrng cap.



“May qud!” Naitou vira gii cdi dAu hii cua vira nheo mét. “T6i khong
gidi lam viéc v&i maYy cd gdi tré, nén ra’t boi rdi.”

“Anh dé 1am viéc v&i dau gd'u hon 4y nhi?”

“Ta't nhién. Vi khong cin d€'y gi cd. V&i may cd géi tré thi phai biét lya
lovi. Nho ciu ¢a do.”

Naitou chém tay phai vao khong khi.

Nam phit sau, ¢6 gai tré lam Naitou thdy khé x& xud't hi€n. C6 1€ vi
ngoai hinh Naitou kha noi bat, c¢6 ta thd'y anh &y bén ti€n lai ngay. C6 ta
kha xinh dep, lam Sayama li€n twdng d&€n meo, van bo d6 chi dao mau
den, phoi mau sang trong. Nhin nhr ngwdi miu, nhwng ¢é the chi do céch
an mac.

Co6 ta xwng tén la Sugimura Michiko, giong hoi nghén nghen & mii. Du
c6 phan lo ldng, 6 ta c6 vé dang do xét hai vién canh sit.

“Xin 161 vi 1am phién ¢6 lic ban ron th& nay.”

Sau khi gi¢i thiéu ban than, Sayama 1ién xin 10i. Anh dwoc biét Michiko
lam viéc & mot cong ty bao hiém nhan tho gan do.

“Khong bi€t cd da hay tin c6 Amamiya Yasuko qua doi chwa?”

“Luc ndy t6i vira nghe.” Michiko dap. “T6i v cuing ba't ngo.”

Michiko chép mét vai T4n, nhung c6 vé s& khong khéc. MAy ¢6 géi thoi
nay kha gidi kim nén cam xuc.

Michiko quay sang ngwoi phuc vy, goi tra stta. Cho' ¢6 ta goi xong,
Sayama 1i€n héi ¢6 ta than v&i Yasuko t&di mirc nao. Michiko diém tinh trd
1oi rang ho 12 ban tr thoi di hoc, biy gio ciing thi thodng di udng cung
nhau, nhung hai thing gan day chwa gdp mat.

Sau d6 Michiko xin phép hit thudc. Sayama Iién tra lovi, “Xin moi,” roi
day gat tan vé phia cd. Naitou nhanh tay nhat bao diém trong gat tan, c6 vé
dinh cham Ia cho Michiko, thiat khong gi6éng tinh anh ngay thwong.
Nhung khi nhirng ngén tay to be ctia Naitou con dang 16ng ngéng, Michiko
da nhanh chdéng ridt mot chiéc bat Itra thon dai mau bac tw trong tdi, cham
thudc dicu da.

Sayama ud'ng can cdc ca phé lanh ngét.

“Hai thang nay, hai ngwoi khong goi dién cho nhau sao?”

Michiko &n &n thai dwong bang hai ngén tay dang kep di¢u Marlboro.



“Hinh nhw ching t6i cé néi chuyén trén di€n thoai khoang mdt thang
tred'c.” Michiko ddp. “Ciling khong phai chuyén gi to tat. Nhwng Yasuko néi
may 101 khd 1a ling. C6 &y bdo sip danh cudc mot Tan trong doi...”

“Pédnh cudc? Y 1a o bac a?”

Naitou manh dan héi nhwng bi Michiko phot 1or. Co ta ti€p tuc k€.

“T6i c6 hdi y cd Yy la sao. Nhwng khong nhan dwge cau tra 1oi. Toi bén
héi hinh nhw Yasuko dang say xin a. Thi ¢6 &y bao khong sao, hom nay la
Tan cudi... Cau d6 c6 y nghia gi nhi?”

No1 xong, Michiko dam chi€u suy nghi.

“Mot thang trede a? CO6 ¢ bi€t ngay chinh xac khong?”

“A, hom nao &y nhi. Th Tw... & khong phai. La th Ba. Vay thi vao
ngay may nhi?”

“Ngay 13.”

Sayama lap tirc m& lich trén sO tay r'oi trd 1oi. Michiko ciing gat dau, bao
chic 12 hom d6.

Sayama hi€u ra mot phan. Ngay 13 chinh 1a hdm Yasuko dén phong
kham phu san Nagayama, bi€t chdc minh cé bau. Nhw vay “danh cudc mot
Tan trong doi” chic 12 chuyén sinh con.

Nhwng vi sao chuyén &Y lai 1a danh cudc?

bung luc d6 Naitou 1én ti€ng.

“Quan hé b6 bich cia c6 Amamiya thé€ nao?”

Céch néi that tho 16, nhung ciing ding lic Sayama mudn hoi vé diéu
nay.

“Gén day toi khong nghe gi vé chuyén nay. Nhwng ttr xwa Yasuko da tinh
ranh hon ngeoi. C6 khi ki€m dwee anh nao ti t€ r'oi cling nén.”

N6i d&n d6, Michiko cwoii khé.

“Khi con sinh vién ¢6 hen ho v&i nhiéu ngwoi khong?” Sayama hoi.

“Yasuko &y a? Hay anh hdi t6i?”

Michiko héi lai, 1li€c nhin anh nhw mo6t con meo.

“Truwdc hét t6i mudn hdi vé c6 Amamiya.”

“C6 ta hen ho nhiéu 1dm. Liic nao ciing cip k& v&i mdt anh chang nao
d6. T6i thi chang dwoc nhw vdy.”



“T6i khong nghi vy dau, nhwng ma... Co ta chia tay v&i nhitng ban trai
thoi di hoc roi a?”

“Chéc chén réi. Yasuko phan dinh rach roi gitta choi boi va k&t hon.”

“Ra the&".” Sayama chot 16e 1€n mot suy nghi. “T61 ¢6 nghe mot chuyén t€
nhj. Hinh nhw h'6i di hoc, c6 Amamiya ting ¢6 bau, phai khong?”

Guong mit Michiko cau lai ddy khé chju. Dau vy Sayama van khong
bd cudc, nhin thealng vao mdi cO. Michiko td vé ngan ngdm nhung van tra
151, nha ra 1an khéi tring x6a.

“Theo t6i bi€t thi la hai Tan.”

“C0 ta phd thai ca hai [an?”

“Vang.”

“Po 1a khi nao vay?”

“Mua he nam hai va mua thu nam tw.”

“Cha dwra bé 1a ai?”

“Luc nam hai la m6t dan anh cung cau lac b, con h'di nam twr la anh
quay phim & chd 1am thém.”

Chi hai nim ma miu nguwdi yéu cia Yasuko thay ddi hoan toan.

Du sao di ntra, ca hai Tan Yasuko déu khong ngan ngai bd dira bé.

“Yasuko khong dinh két hdn v&i hai ngeoi d6 sao?”

“Hoan toan khéng. Co nang bao khi k&t hén phai chon nguoi nao de€ ca
doi khong phdi lo 18ng com 4o gao tién.”

“The la mudn lam chudt sa chinh gao ro61.”

Naitou thi thao, nhung trong giong néi pha 1an chiit khinh miét. Michiko
nhin anh ta chdm cham r'6i néi.

“Pa sinh ra trong gia dinh binh dan, muén bwdc chan vao gidi thwong
lwru thi k&€t hon 1a co hi duy nha't. Chi dwya vao tinh yéu thi s6ng sao ndi?”

“Pé la ly tweong sdng cua ¢6 va cd Amamiya Yasuko a?”

Sayama vira néi xong, c¢d ta hoi héch cim 1én, hdi: “Khéng dwoc hay
sao?”

“T6i khong ¢6 ¥ d6. Quyén ty do ctia mdi ngwdi ma. Khong 16 thuc t€ ra
sao? Xung quanh Yasuko c6 d6i twong 1y twéng khong?”

“Lic Yasuko m&i vao cOng ty, ching to6i c6 néi chuyén nay. Pang tiéc
chwa gap dwoc do1 twong ung y.”



“The 1a moi viéc khong nhw k& hoach. Vay c¢0 thi sao?”

“T6i 4y a?” Michiko dui tit di¢u thudc 14 vin con mot nira vao gat tan.
“Nam sau to1 s€ két hon.”

“Chiic mung ¢6. Hon phu ding nhw mong wdc chi?”

“Vang. Anh ta la con thi mdt gia dinh 1am ngén hang.”

“Co gap ding ngwoi nhi.”

“T61 dwore mai mdi. Chi ¢ cach d6 thoi.”

Cim ctia Michiko lai hoi héch Ién.
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Sayama va Naitou vé tru s& ding lic Shindo da quay lai. Cau ta dang
bdo cdo cho Taniguchi v€ buGi tro chuyén véi cha ciia Yasuko. Sayama
ciing lai gan ling nghe.

“Yasuko sinh ra trong néi thanh Fukuoka. Cha la gido vién cap ba, day
mon xa hdi. Co ta cé mot ngwoi anh, hién dang lam viéc tai mot nha may xi
méing & Kagoshima. Ngwoi me da qua doi. Cha me ¢6 ta ly hon toe muoi
nam tredc.”

“Ttc 1a cha c6 ta s6ng mot minh?”

“Khong a. Con ngwoi ba 81 tudi ntra. Hai ngwoi s6ng voi nhau.”

Shindo ti€p tuc k€ ti€u st ctia Yasuko. C6 ta hoc cap mdt, cap hai tai qué
nha. Sang cdp ba thi chuyén sang treong thanh phd’. Sau khi t6t nghiép,
theo nguyén wd'c manh mé cda ca nhén, Yasuko 1én Tokyo, vao mot treong
nw tw thuc.

“Thanh nién thwong thich 1én Tokyo ma.” Sayama thé dai.

“Theo loi cha Yasuko, sudt bon nam dai hoc va cd sau khi di lam,
Yasuko khéng mot Tan vé qué. Gidy to can thié€t lic xin viéc déu chuyén
qua dwong buru dién.”

“Nghe thdi ciing thd’y budn. Ong bd” ddng thwong. Thay vao d6, chic co
ta gri tién déu dén nhi?”

“Nghe néi thoi di hoc Yasuko mdi thdng giri vé 200.000 yén. Viy ma
cung bi phan nan la it qua.”

Taniguchi td vé ng4n ngdm, chdm rdi lac dau.

“Lam kho con cdi nhw vy, cudi cung lai ma't con, that hét cach.”

“Puing vay. Toi nghiép 6ng ta, cé vé suy sup 1dm.”



“Cau noi chuyén co ta ¢6 bau chwa?”

“N6i roi a. Du that long t6i khong mudn th€’, chi lam 6ng ta thém dau
budn. T4t nhi€n 6ng &y khong bi€t ga dan 6ng kia 1a ai, thdm chi cé vé cuc
ky ba't ngor. Chi la...” Shindo ngédp ngung.

“La sao?”

“Vang. Ong ta hdi Yasuko dinh x@ 1y dira bé thé ndo. Téi tra 1o 12 co ta
dinh sinh n6 ra. Nghe xong, 6ng &y c6 vé suy tw. T6i c6 hoi ban khoan,
nhung chic khong cé gi quan trong.”

Shindo ¢6 vé& van ban long diéu gi.

Cudi cling nhitng vién canh sit tda di khip noi cling dan quay vé. Khong
c6 thong tin nao dang chud y. Chi c6 vién canh sit diéu tra tai khodn ngén
hang cua Yasuko mang vé thong tin cé chuit thu vi.

“T61 bi€t bi mat cudc sdng xa hoa ctia Yasuko roi.” Vién canh sat d6 1€n
ti€ng. “Tat ca d€u la vay mwon. Co ta dung thé tin dung mua d'0, tra ng sau
khi ¢6 tién thwdng hodc vai thang trd mot Tan. Vi vay lwong thang cta co ta
1ap tirc bi€n mat, d€ tra no' &y ma. N6i gon thi nhw di xe dap vay, dung lai
thi s€ nga. Khong rd ¢6 ta ¢6 ty y thiec khong.”

Sayama twdng twong ra canh Yasuko lo ling khi nhin vao s& ngan hang,
nhung d&€n lic mua d6 lai quén sach. Thé tin dung la cdi h6 khong day.

“Tinh todn don gian cling c6 th€ thd’y viéc ¢b ta vo ng chi 1a van d@é thoi
gian. Hai thdng gan diy c6 ta c6 v& han ché tidu xai hon. C6 I& bit dau sot
rudt roi.”

“Ai cha, muén thu thdp hang hiéu v&i trang sitc quy bau téi mic nay
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sao.

Anh chang Naitou luc dfmg judo ra bo gio’ tay dau hang, cé vé khong
hiéu tam 1y céc cd gai tré.

“Nhén day, t6i vira nhan bdo cdo tw phong giam dinh.” Taniguchi rit ra
mot tap tai liéu. “Nhw moi ngwoi déu bi€t, c6 dau vét gidy bi d6t trong gat
tan nha Nishina Naoki. Gan nhw khong doc dwgc nd1 dung nhung...”

“Chi thd'y may chir A B gi d6 thi phai.” Shindo n6i.

“Chinh xac thi Iic d6 chi doc dwoc ba chir ABC. Theo bdo cao cua
phong gidm dinh, sau khi phan tich ciing chi doc dwoc ba chr nwra.”

Taniguchi dwa tai liéu ra triré'c moi ngwdi. Moi 4nh mat déu tap trung
vao d6. Nhung 14p tirc vang Ién ti€ng kéu tha't vong.



“Chi th& nay thi khé qua.” Naitou noi.

“Nhung cling la chi ti€t quan trong.”

“Vay phai lam gi ddy? Cho nhirng ngwoi lién quan xem d€ hdi ho cé
doédn dwoc gi khong?”

“Ciing dwoc, nhung phai cé cach cong khai thong tin. S€ can bén Cong
nghiép MM hd tr¢’, khong 16 ho c6 ghét viéc nay khong.”

Du goi la thdng tin quan trong, nhwng cich néi cta Taniguchi cé vé
khong mang ky vong nhiéu.

T&i d6, két qua gidi phiu Yasuko duge cong b,

Nhirng vi€n canh sat tap trung lai.

“Nan nhan chét do tring ddc kali xyanua. Thoi gian t& vong 1a t6i thi
Bay, ngay 21.” R'6i Taniguchi nhin mot lwot tA't ca canh sat ¢c6 mét & day.
“C0 ta c6 bau dugc ba thang. Thai nhi khde manh binh thwong.”

“Pira bé nhom mau gi vady?” Sayama hoi.

“P3a kieém tra roi. Tém lai, n6 khong phai con cia Nishina Naoki hay
Hashimoto Atsushi.”
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Pa nam ngay troi qua k€ tw khi Yasuko bi sat hai. Hom nay la thit Nam,
ngay 26.

Takuya dang ki€m tra gid’y to’ trong phong tai liéu ky thuit. Dau vay, y
khong tim tai liéu cu thé ndo. Mdi khi thd’y cong viéc mét moi, y thwong tdi
day cho khuay khda. Can phong yén tinh, lai c6 ca ban lam viéc, kha thich
hop d€ suy nghi.

Van chwa thiy canh st t&i hoi han Takuya. Nghe néi ho tim dén nhitng
ngudi c6 lién quan khéc, nén chic chua voi két luan 1a 4 tw sat. DU sao
canh sat ciing khong diéu tra cau tha nhw vay.

Tuy nhién Takuya vin thda man vi moi viéc theo ding k& hoach. Dau
vdy moi chuyén vin chwra k&t thiic. Y vin chwa tim ra hung tha giét Naoki
va Hashimoto. C6 vé khong phai la Yasuko.

Phdi nght dworc cdch nao dé dé’tim ra hdn...

Ct& nh¢ t&i chuyén d6 1a y khong the thw gian.

Takuya vwa di gitra ddy ké bao quan bdo cdo vwra suy tw nhirng chuyén
khéc hin. Nghién ctru sinh ctia Cong nghiép MM thudng phai ndp bdo cdo



thanh qua nghién ctru. D6 1a tai sdn quy gid caa cong ty. Tuy nhién mdi nim
¢6 hang tram nghién ctru sinh ndp hang tram ban bdo cdo, hét thay déu bi
dua vao kho. Tai ddy, tit ca sé dwoc chup vi phim!2 va lwu tri¥ trén keé.

Y loanh quanh mot lic thi téi géc lwu trir ctia ban nghién ctru robot. Gan
day noi nay tip trung khd nhiéu bdo cdo. Trong s& d6, ndi bat nhat chic 1a
béo cdo tir phong nghién ctru s6 2.

Oi cha.

Takuya thir tim vi phim Iwu tr bdo céo ctia minh. Tuy nhién chd d6 lai
trdng, nhw ham rang bi hong.

That ra khong can ban tam qua nhi€u. B4t ky nhan vién nao trong cong
ty cling c6 th€ tham khdo tai liéu & day. N&u khong co trén k& nghia 1a ai d6
dang muwon.

Ai dang xem bdo cdo cia minh nhi?

Takuya cdm thay t0 mo. Y nhom vao phong 14p mdy phéng dai vi phim.
Bén trong ¢6 ndm mdy. Hién tai chi ¢6 duy nhat m6t nguwoi dang tra ciru.
Va lai 1a nhan vién nu.

Nhin gwong mat ay, Takuya thdy ngo ngo. Y bi€t cd gdi nay. CoO ta la
nhén vién dwdi quyén Nishina Naoki, tén Nakamori Yumie.

Sao cé ta lgi xem bdo cdo cua minh?

Takuya 14p tirc nho t&i chuyén da nghe tai cong xwdng Saitama. Co
ngwoi goi dién twr tru s& chinh, hdi vé nhitng robot do Takuya ddm nhiém.

Khong 1é ngwo'i do la Nakamori Yumie?

Takuya ti€n lai sau leng Yumie, can than d€ khong bi phat hién. Co ta
vira dat tdp h'd so’ gi d6 bén hdng vira xem vi phim, nh muén ddi chi€u
n6i dung. Tw vi tri cdia minh, Takuya khong th€ thd’y bén trong tap h'6 so.

Takuya ndu minh bén k&, cho Yumie xem xong. Cudi cing Yumie cling
tat may, trd vi phim vé chd trong trén ké. Tap h'6 so di dwoe o ta nhét vao
bao gidy bén canh.

Takuya nhanh nhen lai gén, 18y tap h0 so’ ra xem. Tiéu dé “Ke& hoach
phat tri€n nam 1974”. Y vwra nghi khong rd céi gi ddy, viea 14t bia xem thit.
Takuya chot tron mét.

Tai nan chét ngwoi lién quan téi robot ldp ghép Naomi.

Lan d4u tién y thdy mdt bao cdo voi tiéu dé nay. C6 con da'u cia phong
an toan lao dong. Takuya ti€p tuc lat vai trang. C6 vai bai bdo va sor @6 ché’



tao cua Naomi.

Khong ro co ta xem cdi nay vi muc dich gi?

Nghe th@y ti€ng budc chin lai gan, Takuya tra tip h'd so VE vi tri cii r'oi
na’p mot bén ké.

Khong r6 Nakamori Yumie nghi gi ma tim hiéu vé tai nan ngay xwa do...

Takuya c6 géng sip x&p nhirng thong tin rdi loan trong dau. Tai nan lién
quan d&n robot “Naomi” x4y ra vao mila he nim ngodi, tai xwdng 1ap ghép
s6' 3 & Saitama. Tuy nhién vu d6 dwoc xac dinh 1a 16i cia nhin vién diéu
khién.

C6 thé ai do bén phong ké hoach phdt trien nho co ta diéu tra giip. Tdp
ho so la lung do la sao...

Takuya khong 1y gidi dwoee. Y dinh hoi trye ti€p Yumie nhwng bén nghi
lai. C6 khi s& dan d&n hau qua khé lwong.

Chdc minh nén diéu tra cé ta mot chiit.

Sau mot h'61 suy nghi, y dwa ra két luan.

Takuya quay lai chd 1am dung lic tredng phong tdp hop moi ngwoi lai.
Y ciling dwgc goi, bén ciing moi ngwei dé€n tredc ban tredng phong.

“Nho’ moi ngwrdi nhin lai nhitng ai khdng c6é mit Iic nay. Canh sét dang
mudn mé rong di€u tra may vu an gan day.”

Giong diéu tredng phong c6 phian de nén so voi theong ngay. Trede day
ong ta khd td md vé vu 4n, nhung gié chic da nhin ra minh ciing 13 k& lién
quan.

Trong khi ddm nhan vién chd muc vao tredng phong, 6ng ta doc to ndi
dung trong to’ gid'y.

“Chuyén la th& nay. Trong vu an trwdng phong k& hoach phat trién
Nishina bi sat hai, nha anh ta c6 dau hi€u bi luc soat. Ho phat hién tro cua
manh gidy bi dot trong gat tan. Sau khi xét nghi€ém, canh sit doan dinh
dwoee vai chir viét trén d6, nén mudn hédi c6 ai bi€t thong tin gi khong.”

Tro cua mdnh gidy bi dot?

Chuyén gi thé nay? Hashimoto da luc loi quanh nha d€ tim ban cam két.
Nhung khong thdy hén nhic dén viéc tiéu hiy céi gi. Theo hén thi ching
con chirng c& gi lién quan t&i k&€ hoach giét Yasuko.

Vay nguoi tiéu hiy chinh 1a Naoki.

Trwdng phong ti€p tuc.



“Theo canh sat, thi t tro tan ho nhan dinh dwoc ba chot A B C. Chi ¢6
vay thoi. Ho mudn héi ching ta bi€t gi khong, that 1a khé khan.”

ABC..

Chinh la né. Takuya nudt nwé'c miéng. La ban k& hoach ldc ho ban céch
sat hai Yasuko. Naoki 12 nguwdi gitr to gidy d6. Chic gd da dot né tai nha
tredre khi thye hién k& hoach. Takuya nghié€n rang. Néu do't khong triét d€
nhw vdy, tha vt vao thing rac ga tau con hon.

“Ngoai ra, sau dé ho cho gidm dinh, bi€t thém ba chtr nwra. Hai trong s&

d6 1a Héan tw, mot 1a ‘Ya’ trong tr ‘Yashiki’®, mot 1a ‘Ko’ trong tir

‘Kodomo’2L.”

Takuya thdy I'0ng ngwc nhw mudn vo tung. Y cam nhan nguy hi€m cén
K€, cd nguoi lanh toat, md hoi tda ra. “Ya” 1a trong “Nagoya” chi khong gi
khac. Va “Ko” la trong trr “Yasuko”. Nhirng chir &y xuét hién trong to k&
hoach nhiéu Tan.

Nhung nhirng 10 ti€p theo ctia tredng phong khién Takuya sing s6t hon
nwa.

“Cudi cung la chw D. Ti€p theo A, B, C 1a D. Ai bi€t thong tin gi ve sdu
chtr nay thi néi voi t6i.”

%

Giai di€u phat ra tir loa chuyén sang th€ loai hard rock tw ldc nao. Takuya
nhom day trén giwong, voi tay 18y diéu khi€n, chuyén tr kénh FM sang
AM. Y nghi chic c6 phat ban tin nao ddy, nhung chi c6 bai hat khé nghe
ctia maYy ca si than twong.

Takuya lién tit radio, bau khdng khi xung quanh tré nén u 4m. La do y
khong bat deén. Takuya da 1ap tlec lan ra giwong sau khi tré vé tie cong ty. Y
m¢& mdy nghe nhac 1én, nhwng chaalng co gi lot tai.

“Che D w...?”

Takuya suy nghi y nghia con chtr ay. Lic 14p k& hoach sat hai Yasuko chi
c6 ba chir A B C. Nhung trong manh gidy bi ti€u hiy lai ¢ chir D.

A la Nishina Naoki, B la minh, C la Hashimoto. Thé co khi D la Yasuko
cing nén. Y nghi vay, nhung lai phu dinh ngay. Yasuko dwoce vi€t Ia
Yasuko. Vi th&" canh sat méi tim ra chir “Ko”.

Takuya nho dén trd 4o thuit bai tAy. Naoki gidi 1am 4o thuét, nén dé &n
gian ldc chon vai. Vdy ma ga lai gianh vai A, vdn ddm nhan cong viéc



phién phtrc nhat.

Naoki da che gidu gi d6. Khong con nghi ngor gi nira. Mot trong nhirng
viéc ga che gidu la nhan vat “D”.

C6 th€ ngoai k& hoach ban véi hoi Takuya, Naoki con &m muwu nao khac.
Trong &m muwu d6 ngoai A B C con c¢6 cd D nira. Nhung Naoki khong thé d€
cho Takuya va Hashimoto bi€t sy ton tai ctia D.

K& hoach thyc sy ctia Naoki 1a gi nhi? Takuya thi suy ludn vai tro cia D.
Néu Naoki khong mudn cho hoi Takuya bi€t, thi vai tro ctia D khong thé
lién quan t&i B hay C. Vay la lién quan t&i A.

Suy luan t&i d6, Takuya nhw nglng thé. Chang 18 viée cta D 1a thay thé’
A sat hai Yasuko? Vi thé&’ Naoki m&i dung 4o thuét bai tdy d€ nhan lam A?

Takuya gai gdi dau. Y 100 mo nhin thay gi d6. Chi mot chiit ntra thoi.

Trong k& hoach sat hai Yasuko, Naoki khong tric ti€p ra tay ma bit D
thye hién. Nhung c¢6 kha nang D s€ bi nghi ngo. Vi vady Naoki lgi dung
Takuya va Hashimoto d€ tao bang ching ngoai pham. Ga khong mudn hai
ngwoi bi€t vE sy ton tai ctia D, nén ty nhan vai tro ra tay sat hai Yasuko.

Nhwng Naoki da tinh sai. D lai sat hai Naoki.

Khong 16 D 1a ai? Trong dau Takuya hién 1€n dua loai gwong mét. Ngwoi
khong th€ d€'16 quan hé v&i Naoki...

Takuya roi giwong, vao bép udng nuwde. Udng thing tir voi 1a an toan
nhat. Dao nay Takuya c6 phan hoi cht quan, nhung viéc y dang bi de doa
tinh mang thi khong h€ thay doi.

Ké muén 1Gy mang minh la D sao? Takuya nim chit cd'c thily tinh.

Ping lic d6, chudng ctra vang 1én. Takuya ba't gidc gidt minh. Khong rd
ai ghé thim vao gio’ nay? Y dét co'c xudng, ngd qua 16 nhom trong ra ngoai.

Mot vién canh sat dang dirng d6. Takuya da ting gdp nguwoi nay. Tén anh
ta la Sayama. Takuya chim rai m& khéa cwra, suy nghi quay cudng trong
dau.

Chang 1€ cdnh sdt biét gi dé vé vu sdt hai Yasuko. Ma khong, chdc cdnh
sdt khong nghi ngor minh dau.

D€ hoi thd binh On lai, Takuya mé cira. Sayama cwoi xa giao.

“Xin 16i 1am phién anh muon thé nay.”

Vién canh st dwa tay vao tii, dinh rit ra thit gi d6. Nhung Takuya cét
ngang.



“T6i con nhé anh. La anh Sayama thi phai. Anh dén gio’ nay c6 viéc gi
vay?”

“A ¢6 chiit chuyén mudn hdi anh. Bay gior ¢6 tién khong?”

“Puore thoi, moi anh.”

Takuya m&i Sayama vao. Sau d6, y nhan ra néu 12 minh hing ngay thi s&
khong cho vién canh sat vao nha. Qua nhién y khong gitr dwoee binh tinh.

“Cin hd nay dwoe nhi. Cé vé dén ning t6t, ma con yén tinh nira. Xin 18i
cho hédi ¢6 phdi anh mua can h nay khong?” Sayama hé m& rém ctra phia
ban cdng, nhin ra canh dém bén kia ctra kinh r'6i hoi.

“Nha thué thoi.” Takuya trd loi. “Ngwoi 1am thué nhw t6i khong mua
dworc cdn ho theé nay dau.”

“Clung canh ngd voi tdi. Nhwng t6i chi thué dwgrc mot can phong chat
choi.”

“Nhén tién, vu dan th& nao ro6i? Trong cong ty tdi, nhw th€ moi thir da
xong xudi.”

“Xong xu6i?” Sayama chinh réem vé vij tri cii, ngodi dau v&i vé ngac
nhién. “Lacoy gi?”

“Moi nguwoi dang nghi ¢cd Amamiya la hung thd may vu an, cudi cung
chon cach tw t¢.”

Nghe Takuya n6i, Sayama gat gu cham rai, gai gai sau gay.

“Ciling ¢6 kha nang. N&u vay thi ding la moi thir xong xudbi.”

“Y anh 1a ciing c6 kha ning khong phai nhw vay?”

“A khong, toi khong biét.” Sayama dap. “Gio vin chwa thé két luan gi.
C6 may chd chiing toi chwa diéu tra ra. Vi th&¢ ma phai lam phién nhirng
ngwoi nhw anh.”

“Co6 gi canh sat chwa di€u tra xong veé toi sao?”

“A khong, t6i khong c6 y diéu tra anh chwa dd.” Sayama riit cudn s& bia
den tw tii 40 com 1€, c& tinh m@ ra v&i ddng tac pho treong. “T6i mudn hoi
thém vé ngay 10 thang nay. Hom d6 anh di cong tac Nagoya, lam viéc voi
cong ty Co khi Meisei?”

“Piing the".”

Takuya gt ddu, thdy nhe nhom hon. Y ty tin ¢6 th€ tra loi bat ky diéu gi
vé hom dé.



“That ra tdi cé hdi trudng phong cua anh vé chuyén d6. Nghe bdo anh
Suenaga ty d€ xua't chuyén cong tic. Ma lai ra't sat ngay.”

“Toi1 tha'y dau sat ngay dén vay. Cung hay nhw thé’ ma.”

“Nhwng trede gior bén anh khong giao dich gi v&i cong ty Cor khi Meisei
thi phdi? Sao I'dn nay anh lai gdp gdp mudn gap?”

Takuya nghi qua la canh sat da di€u tra.

“T6i dinh mua san pham cda Meisei twr tredc. BE khong phu thudc vao
mot 6 nha cung cidp ¢6 dinh, t6i lién tuc tim ki€m d6i tdc m&i. Tuy nhién
lam #n v&i maYy cong ty chua ¢ thanh tich gi thi khong an tim 1dm. Lan
nay t6i dinh nho ho wéc Iwgng chi phi san xud't thi€t bi phuc vu cho nghién
ctru.”

Nhirng 101 nay rd rang la Takuya néi doi, nhwng Sayama khong ¢6 co s&
gi d€ phan dinh ding sai.

“Ra vay. Ttc 12 anh khong di theo 161 mon ¢6 sdn nhi.” Sayama td vé
kham phuc ngoai mat.

“Chirng clr ngoai pham cua t6i ¢6 van dé gi sao?”

Takuya wé'm hoéi. Sayama lién xua di.

“Khong. Chi la c6 vai diém nghi van phét sinh nén muén ki€m tra lai.
Mong anh dung d€ bung.”

“T6i cling khong d€ bung gi.”

“Xin hdi anh thém cau ntra. Vao chi€u ngay 21, khong bi€t anh di dau?
Thr Bay tuan trwede dy.”

Cudi cung ciing dén dady, Takuya nghi bung. P6 1a ngay y sat hai Yasuko.

“Tdi toan & trong nha. Budi td1 di ra cira hang tién loi mot chit. A, con
toi tiém thué bang dia ntra.”

Takuya 18y may to bién lai t trong ngan kéo. Trong s& do, y dwa cho
Sayama xem bién lai ctra hang tién 1oi.

“T6i mua d6 an nhe. C6 ngay gio trén bién lai.”

“21 gio’ 5 phiit ngay 21 thang 11... Pldng nhw anh néi. T6i d6 anh di mot
minh a?”

“Vang, to1 di mot minh.”

Takuya won ngye tra 1oi. DU khdng ¢6 chirng ctr ngoai pham, y ciling
khong th€ thu minh lai.



“T6i hi€u roi. T6i c6 the mwon to bién lai nay khéng?”

“Vang, anh cr 18y. Khong céan phai tra lai.”

Sayama cA't to’ gid'y mau tring cih than.

“Pa lam phién anh r'di. Xin 156i vi hdi anh nhiéu cau that 1€.”

“Khong c6 gi.”

Takuya néi roi tién vién canh st ra hanh lang. Trudc khi mé cia,
Sayama nhw syc nh¢ ra di€u gi, bén ngoadi lai n6i.

“A, toi hoi thém cAu nira dwoc khong?”

“Gi vay?”

“T6i mudn bi€t nhém mdu ctia anh Suenaga.”

“Nhom mau &y a?”

Vwra néi xong, Takuya 1ién nhin ra ngay. Canh sat dang tim ki€m cha cta
dra bé trong bung Yasuko. Takuya nhin lai Sayama, c& tinh cwoi guwong
g40.

“Chuyén c6 Amamiya c6 bau phai khong? Téi v&i ¢6 ta khong cé quan
hé gi dau.”

Viéc 4 ¢6 bau dwoe bao chi dwa tin may hom trudrc.

Sayama dwa tay 1€n dau, nhe rang ra t6 vé ngueong ngung.

“Bi anh nhin ra mat roi. Xin 106i, nhwng t6i cAn xdc nhan tit cad nhirng
nguwoi lién quan.”

“Co6 khi Hashimoto hay tred'ng phong Nishina la cha dira bé &y chir. Mac
du bdo chi khong viét toi d6.”

“A khong. Thuc ra ca hai déu dwoc xdc nhan khong phai cha dira bé.
Nhom mau khong phu hop.”

Takuya giat minh.

Néu vay no la con minh sao?

“Khong phu hop thé nao?”

“Trwdc d6 phién anh cho bi€t nhém mau cia minh.”

Sayama né nu cwdi. Nhung nu cwdi &y khong 1én t&i d6i méit dang nhin
Takuya. Y tidc lwoi roi tra lovi, to vé binh than nhw khong ¢6 chuyén gi.

“Nhom mau O.”

“Nhom mau O.” Sayama ldp lai nhw mu6n xac nhan. “Anh chic ch&?”

“Né&u nhan vién y t& clia cong ty khong néi ddi thi chic 12 ding.”



Takuya n6i xong, Sayama nh&ch moi cwoi. R6i vién cdnh sat tir tdn ndi.

“C6 Amamiya ciing nhom mau O. Anh Hashimoto va Nishina Naoki déu
nhém mau A. Con dira bé nhdm mau B.”

“Nhom B...”

“Véng, c6 nghia nghi ngo’ vé anh da dwoc sang to.”
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Thir Sdu ngay 27 thang 11. Sayama va Shindo dang ng6i trong khoang
cd'm hit thu6c cua chuyén tau cao t6'c Hikari, di toi Nagoya.

“Gia thuy€t thay phién van chuyén cdi xac ding la y tweong khong toi.
Néu hung tha lam vy d€ tao chirng cr ngoai pham, ta cé th€ hi€u dwoc vi
sao hin mat cong mang céi x4c tir Osaka vé Tokyo.”

Shindo mé ban d6 qudc 19, dung bt d6 khoanh tron cong vao cao toc¢ tai
Atsugi.

“Tuy nhién y twdng ddc ddo d6 cling chi nhw ngon dén trwde gid.”
Sayama dat cui cho 1én tay ghé&’, chong ma. “Né&u chi chuyén cdi xac tw
Osaka t&i Atsugi thi khong c6 nhiéu loi ich 18m. Tdi dd xem lai bang chiing
ngoai pham ctia nhirng ngwoi lién quan, ma van chua tha'y gi.”

“Em chi nghi ra m6t ngwoi, d6 1a Suenaga hom dé cong tac tai Nagoya.”

“Pung vdy. Nhwng Suenaga lai ¢6 chirng cir ngoai pham hoan hao dén
phat ghét. Ching ta cr di gdp nhan chirng xem sao, nhung khé long 14t d6
dwoc chirng cr ngoai pham cda y.”

“Nhung anh Sayama van xin di Nagoya. C6 phai vi van cdn nghi ngo
Suenaga? Anh cdn nho canh sét tinh Aichi hd tror diéu tra thi phai?”

“Cling khong t&i mirc d6. N&u bam vao gid thi€t cdi xac dwoe véan
chuyén ti€p strc, theo phwong phdp loai trie thi chi con Suenaga. Cho nén
tlly vao tinh hinh, c¢6 khi ching ta phai virt b gia thi€t &y. Tuy nhién, toi
van thd’y viéc Suenaga di cong tdc Nagoya diing ngay xdy ra vu dn c6 gi do
dang ngo. Hom qua t6i ciing thir toi gdp y, ¢ cam gidc khong thé xem
thwong. Du vy, chuy&n di Tan nay ciing 1a di ké cdu thoi.”

Shindo dinh t&i qué nha cta Nishina Naoki. Cho t&i nam 15 tudi, Naoki
sdng cung me & Toyohashi.

“A néi méi nhé, viéc anh tim ra soi len mau xanh ciing tuyét 1im. Nho
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th&”sép khong the€ phi nhan gia thi€t van chuyén ti€p strc ntra.”



“Dung la thu hoach nhiéu hon mong doi.”

T&1 hom truede, phia gidm dinh cdng bd” thém thong tin. Trén co th€
Nishina Naoki ¢ dinh vai s¢i len ctru mau xanh. Thir twvong ty dwgc tim ra
trong cdp xe Hashimoto. Tw d6 c6 th€ suy ra cdi xac dwgrc van chuyén trén
xe ctia Hashimoto. Cling nho* d6 Taniguchi phai dong y chuyén cdng tc
T4n nay, du c6 mién cudng.

T&i Nagoya, dau tién hai ngwdi ghé qua s& canh sit Nakamura, nim
ngay canh ga Nagoya. Sau khi chao hdi canh sat tredng, hai nguoi toi gip
mot vién canh sat tén Miyata. Miyata chinh 1a ngwoi dwgee Sayama nho
diéu tra thong tin vu 4n. Anh ta c6 than hinh nhd bé, khuén mit dé mén.

“Vé van deé thu€ xe 6 t0, ching t6i c6 hdi thit may ctva hang quanh ga
Nagoya, nhwng khéng tim ra ngwoi thué nao tén Suenaga ca.” Miyata qua
quy€t.

“Qua nhién la vay.” Sayama gt dau. “Con bay ngwoi d6, khong bié€t anh
da di€u tra chwa?”

“To6i diéu tra roi. Cling khong c6 gi khd khan. Téi da tryc ti€p hoi
chuyén ho, nhu thé” 6n ch?”

“Vang, khong sao.” Sayama dap. “Thé& két qua nhw nao?”

“Trong s& bay nguoi thi cé sdu nguoi c6 xe 6 t0. Hai nguoi di Toyota
Mark II, Carina ED... Ma loai xe ciling khdng quan trong 1dm. Tém lai sdu
ngwoi déu phd nhin. T6i hdm xady ra an mang, khong ai cho ngwoi khac
muon xe ca.”

“Vay w... Cam on anh di vat va.” Sayama cti d4u ddp I€.

Ra khoi s& canh sat Nakamura, Shindo 1ién hoi.

“Chuyén gi vay? Bay nguoi d6 1a ai?”

“Ban hoc cip ba hodc dai hoc clia Suenaga. T6i tra ctru sO thong tin sinh
vién to't nghiép, liét ké nhirng ngwoi dang song & Nagoya.”

“Ra th€, anh nghi to1 treong hop Suenaga muon xe ctia ngwoi quen cii.”

“U. Y phdi ché x4c tdi Atsugi, sau d6 quay lai Nagoya. N&u vay budc
phai chuan bi xe & Nagoya.”

“C6 vé y khong dung xe thué nhi?”

“Chéc vay. Du sao toi cling khong nghi y sé thué xe.”

Hung thil vu 4n nay chéc s& khdng chon cdch lam d€lai da'u vé&t nhu the'.

“Hay y thué xe & Tokyo, hdm cong tac 14di xudng Nagoya?” Shindo hoi.



“Nhwng sang 8y Suenaga di cung nhan vién ban hang cta phia ddi tac &
vin phong dai dién Tokyo. Chéc chén y di di tau cao tdc.”

“Vay ¢6 khi y da chuyén xe toi Nagoya trede d6.”

“Ai lai cho mwon xe lau vay?”

“Cé kha ning y ding xe ctia chinh minh khong? Suenaga chic c6 xe
chi?”

“C6. Mot chiéc MR I1. Chi ¢6 hai chd ngdi, ma cOp xe ciing chi di nhét
tii d6 choi gdn théi.”

Shindo th¢ dai, roi lam diéu bd gio tay chiu thua.

Ti€p theo, hai ngwoi téi khach san Nagoya Central Hotel. Ho hdi nhan
vién ti€p tdn vé thoi gian & lai khach san ctia Suenaga. Khong ¢6 mau
thuin nao gitra 101 khai ctia Suenaga va ghi chép ctia khdch san. Viéc y nho
nhan vién goi dién danh thirc lic 7 gio sang cling dwoc ghi lai twong tan.

“Chuyén nay cling dwong nhién thoi.” Roi khdi khach san, Sayama ndi.
“Gia du y tao chitng ctr ngoai pham gia thi khong th& méic sai IAm cor ban &
diém nay.”

“Viy thi di€m dén tiép theo chic ciling cho k&t qua twong tuy.”

“C6 the’1a vay. Nhung ching ta van phai di.”

bi€m dén ti€p theo cua hai ngwoi l1a cong ty Co khi Meisei thudc quin
Chigusa.

Sau khi an trwa & khu phd dwdi long dat, hai ngwoi 1€n tau dién ngam
dén ga Chigusa. Ho bét taxi di thém khodng nidm phiit thi t&i cong ty Cor
khi Meisei. Chi néi t€n cong ty thoi bac tai x€ da bi€t ngay. C6 vé day la
mot doanh nghi€p ndi ti€ng trong vung.

Sau khi xung tén & quay ti€p tan, ho dwoe dwa tdi phong PR, noi ¢6
trieng bay san pham cda cong ty. Trén twong treo nhirng san pham noi bat,
nhuwng Sayama khong hi€u noi chiing hoat dong ra sao, hay c6 cong dung
gi. Thi€t bi phan tich logic, thi€t bi ghi qua trinh... That chéng hi€u cai gi.

Khodng ndm phdt sau, ngeoi clia cong ty t&i. P6 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng
mic 40 com 1& xanh thAm, ngwdi gdy nhom, gan 40 tudi. Ong ta dwa danh
thi€p ra, trén d6 ghi: “Tredng phong kinh doanh Okumura Yutaka.” Theo
ndi dung néi chuyén dién thoai trwdc diy, ngwoi dan O6ng nay di cung
Suenaga cd ngay hom do6.



“V€ vu dn bén MM 2y a? To6i dwoc hoi vé anh Suenaga nhiéu [an. Anh
ta bi tinh nghi sao?”

Okumura khong ngan ngai héi thaalng. Sayama lién phay tay, n& nu cuoi.

“Khong phai vdy. Nhwng ding hdm xdy ra 4n mang, anh ta lai khong &
cong ty. Thé& nén chiing t6i phai ki€m tra nhiéu [an.”

“Ra th€&”. Trén phim truyén hinh, canh sat ciing di€u tra nhw vay.”

Okumura tin ngay 1o Sayama.

Sayama quyét dinh di vao van dé chinh. Pau tién la xac nhin ching cr
ngoai pham cua Suenaga. V€ di€m nay thi cling giéng nhw & khéch san,
khong ¢6 mau thudn trong 1o khai cta y ldc tredre. Okumura di cling
Suenaga t&i tAm 10 gior toi.

“An t61 xong lic 10 gio ¢6 vé hoi mudn thi phai?” Shindo hoi.

“Do viéc nay viéc kia nén bj tré lich trinh. Ban d4u ching tdi dinh di dn
sodm hon, nhwng anh Suenaga dwa ra nhiéu ciu hoi nén kéo dai ra nhw
vay.”

“O, tir phia anh Suenaga?”

Shindo néi rdi nhin sang Sayama. Anh mét 4m chi Suenaga c&' ¥ tao tinh
hudng aYy.

“Trong lic an t61, anh Suenaga c6 lwu y toi thoi gian khong? Vi du nhw
nhi€u Tan nhin dong ho, hay khong dwoc binh tinh chfmg han.” Sayama
hdi.

“T6i khong d€ y chuyén d6.” Okumura cau mat cd nh¢ lai. “Sau bira t61,
chiing t6i moi anh ta di tham quan canh dém Nagoya, nhung anh ta quyét
liét tir chdi. Anh ta bdo cAn tém tit tai liéu g nén ching t6i ciing khong
cd nai. Nhwng lic d6 t6i nghi, ddu c¢6 nhi€u tai liéu d&€n mkc mat thoi gian
sip x&p vay.”

“Hwm. Vay la sau khi an t67 anh Suenaga nhanh chéng quay vé khach
san.”

C6 mii ¢d ¥ sap dit. Nhung sau 10 gio 81 thi Suenaga c6 th€ lam dwoc
gi?

“Chiting t6i nghi d6 chi 1a cai ¢ d€ tw chdi 1oi mei udng rwgru. NEu nhan
1o, ldc trao doi cling khong the qué lanh lung. Thyc ra ban dau chiing t6i
cling ¢6 chu y d6. Nhwng Tan nay cé vé phia MM von khdng dinh dung san
pham cuda chiing t6i. C6 1€ ho chi mudn bi€t thyc t€ san pham thé nao thoi.”



“Chuyén d6 c6 hay gidp khong?” Shindo hdi.

“Kha nhiéu. Triede khi ¢6 giao dich m&i thi ludn nhw vdy. Nhwng Ian nay
anh Suenaga td ra kha quan tdm. Anh ta danh tin hai ngay cho ching toi.
N1 that ban dau cong ty chung toi ciing khong ky vong dén vay.”

N6i rdi Okumura nheo mit.

Hai ngay co a...

Suenaga c6 1y do bt budc phai 1am vay ching? Ma c6 thé chi 1a anh nghi
qua nhiéu.

Sau khi roi cong ty Co khi Meisei, hai ngwoi quay lai Nagoya. L'an nay
ho 1én tau Meisetsu?? t&i Toyohashi. P4y 1a muc dich chinh cta chuyéh di,
tiec ti tham qué Nishina Naoki. T4t ca gh& ngdi trén chuyén tau cao toc
nay déu 1a loai dit trede, nén ca hai c6 the ng'di thodi mai.

“C6 khi gia thi€t van chuyén ti€p strc cdi xac la sai.” Sayama vura ty bop
vai vtra noi.

“Nhung em thd’y Suenaga ddng nghi 1dm.” Shindo néi. “Chuyé&hn cong tic
Nagoya c6 cam giac d€ nguy trang.”

“T6i dong ¥, nhung chirng cit ngoai pham ctia y qud virng chic.”

“Vang. Chirng ctr qud rd rang. Du ¢6 nghi thé nao, y cling khong th€ giét
Nishina.”

Shindo dan hai tay vao nhau, bé khdp xwong ring ric. Cau ta c6 théi
quen d6 mdi khi byc bdi vi chuyén diéu tra bé&’ tdc.

“T6i nghi ra mot gid thuy€t thé nay, nhung...”

Khi Sayama 1€n ti€ng, Shindo li€n quay mat lai: “Sao co?”

“Suenaga c6 thé 1a mot trong nhirng d6ng pham.”

“Ha?”

“Hay néi cach khac, hung thu thyc sy 1a ngwoi khac. Suenaga va
Hashimoto déu 1a dong pham giip ché xac.”

“Anh cho chiit. La nhw thé nay sao? C6 mdt tén hung tha khac sat hai
Nishina, con Suenaga chi chd xdc t&i Atsugi thoi. Ti€p dén, Hashimoto
nhan viéc con lai ti Atsugi...”

“Ping vay. Suenaga & Nagoya, khé ¢6 thé€ tdi tdn Osaka d€ cho cai xac
vao xe. Hung thd thwe sy sat hai Nishina tai Osaka, r'oi tw minh ché xac toi



Nagoya. C6 ba ngwoi van chuyén ti€p stirc cai xdc qua Osaka - Nagoya -
Atsugi - Tokyo.”

N6i t&i d6, Sayama nhén ra Shindo dang ha hd'c miéng, lién cwoi nhan
nho.

“Chuyén nay t6i cling hi€u la khong twdng. Vi vy t6i khong néi voi ai
cd. Khong tim dwoc ching ctr nao. C6 khi t6i chd tim Suenaga qud, vo
thirc bé 14i suy luén sao cho y 1a hung thd.”

“Khong, em nghi n6 khong qué vo 1y dau.” Shindo trd 1o v&i dnh mét
hing hdi. “Y twdng thd vi d6 chit. Khong nén bd qua. N&u ding vy thi
hung tha thue sw 1a ai?”

“U, chiing ta phai tdp trung tim cho ra nhan vat d6.”

No6i t&i d6, Shindo cho't bing tay.

“Yasuko. Amamiya Yasuko thi sao?”

“T6i ¢6 nghi t&i kha nang d6 r'6i.” Sayama néi. Tt lic Yasuko chét, diéu
nay luén 1&n von trong dau anh. “Nhwng vu nay khé ¢6 the’ do phu nir lam.
Xét the' trang ¢oO ta thi cang khong twdng.”

“N6i ciing ding.” Shindo than thé rdi tiép tuc. “A nhan tién nhéc t&i
Yasuko, cha dira bé vAn con 12 bi 4. C6 th& hin ta 12 hung thi thyc si cling
nén.”

“Ciing ¢6 khad nang d6.” Sayama gat dau that manh. “Ching ta ciing nén
xem lai thong tin vé gia dinh Naoki. N6i ding hon 1a gia dinh me ga.”

“Anh néi phai. Cho chiit.”

Shindo riit s& tir trong tdi 40 com 1& ra, mé t&i trang dwge kep da'u sin.
“P¢6 la nha Mitsui. Mg Naoki tén Fumiko. Cha ctia ba Fumiko 14p xwdng
san xud't Mitsui cuing may anh em.”

“Xuwdng d6 lam gi?”

“Gia cong kim loai. P61 tdc chinh 1a chi nhanh Shizuoka cua Coéng
nghi€p nang MM.”

“0..”

Sayama hoi nhom 1€n khi nghe t¢i Cong nghiép nang MM.

“Noi la d61 tac chinh, nhwng that ra hau hét cong viéc ctia ho 1a tw MM.
Tuy nhién tinh hinh tai chinh ¢6 vé khong dwgc kha quan. Canh tranh ctua
nhitng cong xwdng doi thi ra't gay git. Nhung tir mot dao xwdng Mitsui
phuc h'6i mau le.”



“N6i dai dong lam gi. La tw ldc ba Mitsui Fumiko lam dau nha Nishina
phai khong?”

“Pung nhur anh n6i. Fumiko ldc d6 1a nhan vién van phong tai chi nhanh
Shizuoka. Nishina Toshiki di trdi nghiém thyc t& tai nhiéu noi lam viéc, da
yéu ba twr cdi nhin dau tién. Cau chuyén c6 phan nhw Cé bé Lo Lem vay. Tw
do, cong viéc tt MM giao cho xwdng Mitsui tang d6t bi€n. Nha Mitsui
sung swong ma rdng cong xwdng.”

“Chéc ho vui mirng 14m nhi.”

Sayama twdng trong vé mat hon hd ciia may 6ng trung nién, Ii€n mim
cuoi.

“Nhwng thang ngay hanh phic chi kéo dai dwoc hon mét nam. Sau d6
Fumiko mang Naoki vé qué. R'0i hai ngwoi nhanh chong ly hon.”

“Ly do ly hon la gi vay?”

“Do 6ng Nishina Toshiki hay tring hoa. Chuyén nay cling thwong gap.
Ho quyét dinh ly hon kha nhanh chéng, nhwng van dé la dira bé. Fumiko
néi rang minh khong can tién bdi thwong hay tién nudi dudng dira bé. Ba
muon ty minh nudéi ndng Naoki. Sau cung ba dworc nhwr nguyén vong.
Khéng nhirng degc quyén nudi con ma con nhén degre trgr cap thich hop.”

“The’1a k&t thdc vién man?”

“Khong hin 12 vay.”

Shindo 14t s& ghi chép, dang hing: “Sau vu ly hon hai nim, xwdng Mitsui
phd san. Ly do khong néi chic anh ciing hi€u. Cong nghiép ning MM
khong dit hang nita, chic do chi thj ctia Nishina Toshiki. Khoan tién vay d&
m¢ rdng xwdng khong may tré thanh con dao doi mang.”

“Hwm, that dang ti€c cho nhirng c6ng ty nho nhw vay...”

Ciing phai n6i Nishina Toshiki 1a ngwoi thd doan khi tdn cong gia dinh
vo cll. Ma ciing c6 thé€ do ldc d6 6ng ta con tré, khong ki€m sodt dwore cam
xuc.

Tw Nagoya t&i Toyohashi mat khodng nim muwoi phit di tau. Ga
Toyohashi twong ddi 16m, ¢6 sin ga cho tau Meitetsu 1an JR.

Hai ngwoi téi chd goi taxi trede ga, néi cho tai x& dia chi nha Nishina
Naoki.

“Anh t&i Hadacho a? Ciing khdng xa 1dm.” Tai x& taxi than thién hdi.



Ping nhw 10 bac tai x&, chi vai phit 1a xe da toi Hadacho. Néu biét
dwong thi ¢6 1€ di bod cling khong khé. Hai ngwoi chon mét vi tri thich hop
roi xudng xe, [an theo sd nha.

“C6 vé la can nay.”

Pung trirde cin nha gd cii ky, Shindo nhin bang tén va néi. Cin nha hai
tang nhd nhin, bén kia hang riao c6 khu vedn nhd rong tam ba chidu??, cd
moc um tim, c6 1€ khong dwgc ban tay con ngwei chiam séc.

Sayama nhin vao bang tén. Dong chuwr trén dé khong phai la Mitsui.

“Vai nam sau khi Naoki 1én Tokyo, cha cia ba Fumiko qua doi. Can nha
dugrc nhwong lai cho ngwoi khac.” Shindo gidi thich.

“N6i vay thi Naoki khong con nha d€ ve.”

“Priing the" Nhwng gan day con ¢6 nha chong cia em gdi ba Fumiko ntra.
Nghe néi cho t&i dao gan day Naoki ciing thi thoang t&i d6.”

“Hum. Di ctia Naoki &y a.”

“Tén ba ta Ia Namie, da doi sang ho ch'ong la Yamanaka.”

Di bd dwoe hai, ba phit thi hai ngwoi thdy bién hiéu xwdng gb
Yamanaka. Toa nha hai tdng, tweong bé tong ran nirt, c6 vé cii ky. Bén canh
can nha la gara d¢€ xe. Bén trong c6 mdt chi€c van ban va mdt xe tai nhd.
Chi€c xe tai c6 vé khong hoat dong dwoc nwra.

“Tda nha ndy 12 viin phong hdi trede. Tru s& méi han 1a xdy gan day...”

bi bo thém vai phit nira, hai ngeoi thd'y can nha 6p gach mai tinh. Bang
hiéu Xwdng gd Yamanaka KK ciing sdng béng. Khong gidng nha Mitsui,
dwong nhu xwdng nay lam dn kha phat dat.

Bén canh tda nha bdn ting &y, c6 mot biét thy trdng nhw m&i xay lai gan
day. Trén bieén dé tén Yamanaka Tsuguo.

“Tuyét that. Co6 1€ phai dwoc 100 tsuboﬁ, ma khong, c6 khi con hon. To
thé nay ding 1a khé6 wdc lwgng.”

Shindo vira khong ngdét 1o khen ngoi, vira bA'm chudng.

Yamanaka Namie c6 thadn hinh cao va manh khénh. Tu6i da ngoai 50,
nhung trong ba van tré trung. Chi€c 4o len dan mau do ciing khong tao cdm
giac loe loet.

DPuoc bi€t canh sat mudn gdp, Namie lién din ho dén phong khach. R6i
ba nhin ngudi gidp viéc goi ch'dng minh.



“Chij toi la vat hy sinh cho nha Mitsui.” Namie néi v&i hai vién canh sat.
“Chi khong he€ yéu cai 6ng Nishina d6. Nhung vi bi cha va céc bac ép budc
nén danh phai k&t hon. C6 Tan chij bio ring cudc séng & nha Nishina giong
nhw con 4c mdng vay. CO 1€ chi the hién diéu d6 ra mat, khi€n 6ng Nishina
mau chéong roi xa chi.”

“R6i hai nguwoi 14p tirc ly hon?”

Vira néi, Sayama vira dén 18’y cd'c tra phang pha't hwong thdo mdc.

“Trwde khi ly hon, chi da dan chau Naoki vé qué roi. Vi chj khong mudn
Nishina cwdp ma't dira bé. Sau khi chi sinh con trai, Nishina lu6én tim cach
duoi minh chi vé nha Mitsui.”

“C6 ngwoi ndi doi nén khong can chi &y nira?” Namie cwoi nhat truedc
cau ndi cua Sayama.

“Ctt nhw thoi Meiji2l vay.”

“Nhung cudi cung ba Fumiko da gianh dwgc quyén nudi Naoki ma?”

“Vang, chuyén dé giy "on 20 14m. Ching t6i bj nha Nishina de doa, t&i
mirc ho hang phai cau xin chi trd lai dira bé cho nha Nishina... Nhwng chij
nhat quy&t khong chju.” Namie né6i thém. “T6i thdy chi ra't kién cwong.”

“Nhung két cuc 1a xwdng Mitsui bi don vao budc dwong cung.”

Namie dwa mét nhin xudng, git dau.

“Lic d6 that toi té. Ngay nao ciing ¢6 ngwoi dé€n doi ng'... Ho hang mét
muc d6 hét toi 16i 1én dAu chj. S& tién bdi thieong chi nhian dwoe tr nha
Nishina cting tiéu bi€n luc nao khong hay.”

Sayama thé’ dai d6ng cam.

“Sau d6 ba Fumiko sdng thé¢' nao?”

“Chij &y roi nha di lam. C6 1€ chi &y khong mudn tré thanh ganh ning
cho gia dinh, nén c6 1am gi d6. Chj &y chi chuyén tién nudi deong Naoki
vao tai khodn mdi thdng. Lic d6 t6i m&i mé xwdng dwgre mot thoi gian,
khong giup duoe gi may.”

Namie ndi t&i day thi cira phong m¢é ra, mdt ngwoi dan 6ng to béo xuit
hién. D6 12 ch'ong ctia Namie. Chic 6ng ta dang 1am viéc hiing say, nén trdn
d6 m6 hoi du troi dang lanh.

Sau man chao héi, cau chuyén lai xoay quanh Naoki.

“Thang bé chidm chi 1dm. Tuy hoi qué trAm tinh. Naoki thuong t&i ddy
choi, do nha tdi c6 dira con trai nhd hon chdu hai tudi. V&i Naoki, chic nha



chiing ti 14 noi duy nha't thang bé c6 the nghi ngoi thodi mai.”

Giong cua 6ng Yamanaka vang vong, cé 1€ do bam sinh.

“Anh Naoki nghi gi v€ nha Nishina nhi?”” Sayama hai.

“Chéc hén 1a thd ghét r'oi.” Yamanaka trd 1oi. “Chi Fumiko khong mudn
nhic d&n, nhirng ho hang bén d6 hay cdu gian vo c&, trit 1én dau Naoki ldc
thing bé con nhd. Cho nén tir bé Naoki di sinh long thii 0dn nha Nishina.”

Sayama c6 cam gidc da hi€u thoi tho &u ctia Naoki. Can nha ci ky,
ngwoi me kiét qué...

“Nhwng khong phai moi thie déu den t6i.” Ng6i bén canh, Namie ti€p
loi. “Ngay ca sau khi bi dan vé Tokyo, Naoki van thi thodng quay lai day
choi. Lic con 1a sinh vién, chdu con gitp viéc chiing t6i nra.”

“O, gidp viéc Ay a.”

“Chi 1a van chuyén hang héa don gian th6i.” Yamanaka néi. “C6é mot
chi€c van thwong ngay chiing t6i khong dung. N6 nhu xe chuyén dung cho
Naoki vay.”

“A, n6i m&i nhé...” Shindo xen ngang. “Trén duong dén ddy, toi c6 thiy
mot nha d€ xe cii, bén trong ¢ hai chiéc xe.”

“A chinh 12 né ddy.” Yamanaka mim cwdi ddp. “Ngay ca bay gior, mdi
lan d&n day Naoki déu dung né nhw xe cd nhan. Nhwng... gio’ khong con
can nira roi.”

Chi vor ng6i canh dwa tay 1én lau khée mét won wét.



Chwong 5
Cai bay cua ké sat nhan

1

Takuya trong thdy Nakamori Yumie tai mot dia di€m la lung. Luc &Yy
m&i sang thang 12. Khong khi tré nén lanh hon, may swdi trong cac toa
nha cling dwoc bat manh hon de gitr Am.

Dia diém la lung &y la nha kho phia sau khu thyc nghi€m ma Takuya hay
lui t&i. Tai d6 chi ¢6 mdy méc da qud thoi han st dung, hodc miu sdn pham
chwa hoan thanh cia ma’y dw 4n bi tri hoan. N6i cach khac, day 1a dong do
phé& thai cho dworc dwa di xw 1y .

Takuya dén d6 d€ tim lai mot bé ngudn treac d6 dinh bd di. Y twdng s
khong dung d&n bd ngudn ki€u cli &y ntra, nhwng lai cé mot thwe nghiém
can dén no.

beén trong kho bat sang. Bén trong hin 12 ¢6 nguwoi. Takuya khong d€'y,
chi di thgng vao trong.

Nguwoi & trong d6 chinh 1a Yumie. Takuya ¢6 nén ti€ng kéu ngac nhién.

Yumie dirng noii sdu nha't trong phong. Tw vi tri cia minh, Takuya c6 th€
thd'y ntra gwong mit bén phai clia c6. Mit Yumie nhin thfflng vao khdi sét
strng strng chinh dién.

bo 1a...

Takuya biét khdi sit &y 1a gi. Chinh 13 robot Naomi, chuyén thyc hién
cong doan 14p ghép. K& tir tai nan nim ngodi, Naomi dwoc dwa khdi cong
xwdng, ngu yén trong nha kho nay.

Yumie nhin chim chidm vao Naomi. C6 chi ditng yén ma khong cir dong.

Takuya ti€n mot budc vé phia trede. Co ti€ng kim loai va vao nhau leng
keng. C6 vé y da dd phai mot phu tung nao do.

Yumie stng sdt quay lai, vé mat ngac nhién. C6 nhw dang nin thé. Liic
Yumie dinh nhanh chan roi di thi Takuya 1én ti€ng: “Chor da.”

Yumie lién dirng bude, phan tng nhwr c6 dong dién chay khap nguoi.

Takuya lai g4n Yumie. C6 ctii gim mit.

“Tdi ¢6 viec mudn hdi co.” Takuya néi. “Cd diéu tra téi khdp chdn phai
khong? C6 dinh 1am gi?”



Yumie 1én nhin 1én Takuya, nhwng lai 14p tic cti gim. C6 néi 1 nhi: “T6i
khong bi€t gi ca.”

“Co dung gia vo.”

Giong di€u séc nhon cta Takuya khi€n Yumie lai giat bin ngwoi. Nhin
hang mi dang cdi xuéng cua c0, y ti€p tuc.

“T6i bi€t c6 da hdi nhitng ciu ky di v&i ngwoi & xwdng Saitama. R6i
doc bdo cdo cua tdi trong phong tai liéu niva. Co giai thich thé nao day?”

Nhung Yumie run ray d6i moi va néi: “To6i dang voi 1am.”

Yumie dinh lach qua ngwoi Takuya d€ chay tron. Y nhanh chéng tim 187y
cdnh tay c6. Tay Yumie nhd nhin vd mém mai. Takuya khong ding qué
nhiéu sitc, nén chi khién co’ th€ bé nhd ctia c6 mat thing bang.

Cung tiéng kéu cta Yumie, c¢6 thi gi d6 roi xudng san. B6 1a mot tap tai
li€u mau be.

Yumie c& nhat tap tai liéu 1én. Takuya 14p tirc kéo tay cd lai.

“Anh bo tay t6i ra. Anh lam t6i dau.” Yumie néi.

“PE t61 doan ndi dung tap tai li€u d6. C6 phai nd li€n quan dén sy cd
Naomi nam ngodi khong?”

Yumie ngang 1én, mé& to mét. Nhung bj Takuya nhin chim cham, c6 lai
ngoanh di noi khéc.

“Co0 n6i di. Co dinh di€u tra céi gi? Co biét gi a?”

Takuya kéo ca than ngwoi Yumie, tim 18y hai vai cd roi day vao sat
twong. Yumie nhan mat.

“Puorc roi, toi néi. Nén anh ding 1am loan 1én.”

“C0 thanh that thi toi s€ thara.”

Takuya cang si€t chdt Yumie. P6i vai manh khanh cda cd nhw c6 thé gay
bat ky ldc nao.

Yumie cén lwdi, nhin cham chim Takuya.

“To6i... T6i da dy dinh k&t hon v&i anh Takashima Yuuji.”

“Takashima?”

Takuya luc loi ky &c. Y khong nhé ra cdi tén no. Nhan ra di€u d6, Yumie
td vé cdm han.

“Chéc 13 anh khong nhé roi. May ngudi bon anh déu nhwr vay. Anh
Takashima... Yuuji &Y, la cong nhan bi con robdt do sat hai.”



Yumie hat cim vé phia Naomi. Takuya luc loi ky trc. Pung 1a nan nhan
tén Takashima Yuuji.

Takuya n&i 10ng tay. Yumie 1ién chui qua tay y tr0n thoat, v&i tay nhit
tap tai li€u danh roi. Tuy nhién c6 khéng bd di ngay ma quay mét nhin
Takuya. D6i mit dd ngau, cd bét dau khéc.

Thi ra la ngwoi tinh cia ga cong nhdn do.

“Anh Yuuji bi bon nguoi cic anh gi€t hai.” Yumie run ray néi. “Pang 1€
anh &y bay gio dang s6ng hanh phic, vdy ma...”

“Cho chiit da. C6 ndi gi toi khong hi€u. TAt nhién tai nan &y rat dang
ti€c, tdi cling dong cam v&i ¢6. Nhung nguyén nhan la do anh Takashima
thao téc sai léch. Chiing t6i nao ¢4 16i.”

“Khong diing. Anh Yuuji khong phai 12 ngudi méic sai TAm nhw vay.”

“T61 khong néi doi. Keét ludn d6 dwoc dwa ra sau qud trinh diéu tra ky
lwong.” Takuya lai nhin Yumie. “Ma sao bay gio’ ¢6 lai mu6n tim hi€u tai
nan d6? Hay ¢6 da diéu tra tw ldc &y dén gio?”

Yumie im ldng, c6 vé bdi r6i, nhwng roi 1€n ti€ng: “Sau khi tredng
phong Nishina ma't, to1 tim thd’y cai nay.”

N6i1 161 Yumie dwa tap tai li€u cam trén tay ra.

Takuya cam 137, 14t gid ting trang. La tai liéu y tirng ngd qua tai phong
dw liéu.

“Trwdng phong gitr cai nay a?” Takuya hdi.

“Pung vay. Toi bi€t tredng phong luén nhiét tim tim hi¢u diéu gi. Anh
ay khong quan tim dén cong viéc thwong ngay, nhwng lai nhoc cong lam gi
dé, khién t6i to mo. Khi tim ra tép tai liéu nay, to6i hi€u ra anh &y da ludn
di€u tra vé sy co ay.”

“Vi th&€ ma c6 mudn ti€p tuc tim hi€u a?”

Yumie gat dau.

“N6i that t6i da c6 y bo cude. Toi khong thdy két luan vE vu tai nan cac
anh dwa ra thuy€t phuc, nhung cling khong bi€t lam gi khac. Cho dén khi
bi€t vé tap tai li€u nay. T6i nghi minh nén diéu tra lai xem sao. Cling d¢
dap lai hdo y cua trwdng phong.”

“Hao y?” Takuya li€n hoi lai. “Nghia la sao?”

“C6 1€ tredng phong biét viéc tdi dinh hon véi anh Yuuji. Nén khi t6i
xudng tinh thén vi vu tai nan khéng may, anh 4y m&i dwa tdi vé phong ban



hién tai, cho lam cdng viéc twong d6i nhe nhang, ma con d6i xw t& t& voi
toi ntra.”

“Khé tin qud.” Takuya lién tuc lic dau. “Trwdng phong tai sao lai quan
tdm t&i vu tai nan &y? Anh ta ¢6 quan hé gi v&i nan nhan dau?”

“T6i nghi 1a ¢6 d6.” Yumie khang khang. “Vi vdy anh &y m&i bi sét hai...
T6i c6 cdm gidc nhw vay.”

“Ng& ngan qua.”

Takuya budt miéng thdt ra. R6i nhwr swe nhé diéu gi, y nhin chidm cham
Yumie. C6 hoi 1ui lai phia sau, ¢6 1€ ciing cdm nhan dwoc sy ba't thwong.

“L€ nao...” Takuya tram giong. “Co6 di€u tra t61 vi chuyén d6 a? C6 nghi
la t6i gi€t tredng phong vi phat hién ra viéc anh ta dang diéu tra?”

Yumie lui thém hai, ba budec.

“T6i khdong ¢6 ¥ vay... Nhung trede lic tredng phong bi sat hai, anh dy
da gdp hai nguoi, anh va Hashimoto ding khong? Ma hai nguwoi kia da
chét...”

“C0 nghi ngo vi mdi tdi song s6t da’y a? Pung c6 dua. Chuyén hom Ay
khong lién quan. Ma c6 vé c¢d mudn lién két moi thir téi cdi tai nan do thi
phai. T6i thi khdng néi lam gi, nhung Hashimoto nghién ctru r6bdt cye han
phuc vu khai thac v try. Cau ta chaalng li€n quan gi d&n tai nan d6 ca.”

Khong r6 vi Takuya nang 1oi hay vi khong phan bién dwoc, Yumie chi im
ling cdi dau. Cd van chwa ngung khdc, thi thodng duwra tay 1én dui mét.

“C6 the€ khong lién quan dén vu giét nguoi...”

Mot ldc sau, Yumie nhd giong tham thi: “Nhwng t6i khong chdp nhén
dwoee cdi chét cua anh Yuuji. T6i ¢6 hoc mdt chiit vEé robdt. Sach viét rﬁng
du 16i do ngwoi diéu khi€n nhiéu hon, nhung ciing ¢6 kha ning 1a do 1ap
trinh.”

“Trwong hop d6 hi hitu 18m.” Takuya néi. “Ngoai ra, ciing c6 1i thao tic
do ti€ng '6n. Nhung hi€m khi nguyén nhan ttr phia robot. Xac sui't xay ra
tai nan do sai l'Am cfia con ngwoi cao hon hin.”

Yumie lién ha't cim, nhin 1én y.

“Anh Yuuji ldc nao ciling néi dam tri thirc cac anh coi trong robdt hon
cong nhan. P61 v&i bon anh, cong nhén chi 1a vat pham tiéu hao.”

Takuya cwoi nhdn nhd. Thye t&€ y cling nghi vy nén khong dinh phan
bién. Bi€u cam &y khi€n Yumie cang gian duw.



“Bon anh that dién khung.” C6 néi, “Péau 6c c6 van de.”

“R6i cO s€ hi€u ra thoi...” Takuya ddp lai. “Con nguwoi la sinh vat nham
chan.”

Takuya bi€t Yumie dang nudt nwdc bot. Dwong nhw ¢6 cé tinh an thua,
khéc hin vé ngoai. Yumie budc vé phia Takuya, dwa tay phai ra: “Anh tra
toi tap tai li€u di.”

“Khong dwoge. Toi s€ gite nd.”

Takuya kep tip tai li€u vao nach.

“Chuyén do... anh khong c6 quyén lam vay.”

“Thé& c6 c6 quyén a? LaYy tai li€u ctia cap trén lam vat dung cd nhan.”

“...” Yumie cin mdi.

“Né&u bat man, cd c¢6 the€ dé xud't 1én cAp trén hién gio. N6i 1a mudn
muon tai liéu nay chgng han.”

Yumie nhin lai Takuya vé&i 4nh mét thit ghét. Y khong rd vi sao o ta nhin
minh nhw vay. Ton hao tAm tri vi mdt ngwoi da chét thi ¢ ich gi.

“Thi thoang ¢ t&i day a?” Cam thay bi dp dao, Takuya hoi.

“Ciing thi thodng.” Yumie trd loii. “Nhirng lic chan nan chgng han.”

“Pwrng nén dén day ntra. Chealng cO y nghia gi dau.”

Nhung Yumie khong ddp, chi néi, “Xin vo phép,” r'oi quay gét budc di.
Khi khéng con thad'y bong dang ¢6 ta nira, Takuya m&i cdm thay yén tam.
Khong hiéu chuyén nay la thé nao. Pang 1& y khong th€ gdp khé khan gi
khi d&1 ph6 vi cd gdi nay...

A trieée hét phai kiém tra cdi nay da...

Takuya 14t xem tap tai licu.

2
Xoa mat xong, long ban tay Sayama 1ap ldnh danh dau. Péau téc nglra
ngdy. Phong hop rong rai chi ¢ duy nha't mot chi€c mdy swdi, nhung ciing
dd néng nwe do than nhiét t cac thanh vién doi diéu tra.
Sayama vwon tay, rén ri. Dau viy khong ai bu'on hdi xem anh bj lam sao.
Khong can hoi ciing bi€t nguyén nhan. Ngoai ra, khong phai chi minh anh
rén ri.



Khé c6 the néi rang cudc diéu tra hai vu 4n Nishina Naoki va Hashimoto
Atsushi thuidn budm xudi gié. Khong ¢6 bwdc ngoat dang k€ nao. Ho xac
minh dwoc ring xe ctia Hashimoto dd dwoc dung d€ van chuyéh cdi xdc cta
Nishina, nhwng phin quan trong 1a cdi chét ciia Hashimoto thi van chwa c6
ti€n tri€n gi ro rét.

Cai chét cuia Amamiya Yasuko ciing nhw vay. Ho chwa the€ khaalng dinh c6
ta ty sat hay bi gi€t. Nhiéu vién canh sit dat gia thi€t Yasuko da sat hai
Nishina va Hashimoto, sau d6 chon céach ty gidi thoat. Tuy nhi€n khong c6
bang chitng xdc thie. Yasuko dang cé bau, nhém mau ctia dira bé lai khong
khé'p v&i hai nan nhan trueée. Béi vy cling ¢6 ngudi cho rang cdi chét clia
Yasuko khong lién quan t¢i hai vy dan con lai. Va cling chflng ai phan bién
rach ro1 dwoec.

Dau vay, ho da thu dwoe nhiéu thong tin thi vi khi diéu tra thoi hoc sinh
cta Yasuko. Mét ngwoi ban hoc ctia Yasuko 1én Tokyo lam viéc, nghe tin
ban bj sat hai Iién chi déng t&i gdp canh siat. Ngwoi ban dé biét nhiéu
thong tin ma ban b¢ thoi dai hoc cua Yasuko khéng hay. Bao gom ca 1y do
cha me co ta ly di.

“Ban Ay d4ng thwong 1dm.” Ngudi ban thoi cAp ba clia Yasuko vira khéc
vira noi.

Tuy nhién ciu chuyén nay ciing khong gitp gi cho viéc diéu tra. DPréu
canh sat mudn bi€t khong phai 1a qua khir ciia Yasuko, ma la hién tai.

Di ba tun troi qua k€& tir vy 4n d4u tién nhung ho vaAn chwra nim bit
dworc gi.

Gia thuy€t van chuyén luan phién cdi xac ctia Sayama ciing di vao ngd
cut. Ctr cho 1a Hashimoto nhén xac & Atsugi di, nhwng rdt cudc ké nao da
chd cai xac d&n tdn d6 chk? HOom &y Suenaga Takuya ¢ Nagoya nén
Sayama nghi ngo’ y nha't. Nhung anh lai khong tim ra chi€c xe mau cho6t
kia, nén moi gia thuy€t chi 1a n6i sudng. Hon ntra, gia st Suenaga tham gia
ché xac di nira, y cling khong phai hung pham tryc ti€p gay an.

Sayama di 18y tra cho minh, nhén ti€n rét thém mot c6c nra. Anh mang
hai cdc dén chd Taniguchi, vira ldc Ong ta goi dién xong. Sayama dit co'c
tra tred'c mat Taniguchi.

“0, 1am phién cdu qua.” Taniguchi cdm on bing giong diéu diy mét mai.

“Ching ta khong th€ kham xe ctia tit ca nhirng ngwoi lién quan sao?”
Sayama hai.



Pang dwa chén tra 1én miéng, Taniguchi 14p tirc ding lai. Ong khéng
nhin vao mit thudc cap, chi 1ic dau.

“Khong dvoc.”

R'6i 6ng hop ngum tra.

“Qua vay.”

Sayama cling hop m6t ngum. Anh ciling khong hin mudn 1am diéu d6
bang moi gi4.

“Hay bd gia thuy&t van chuyén ti€p stc? C6 the ai d6 18y xe cla
Hashimoto r'6i ldi tov Osaka d&n Tokyo thdi. T6i thdy nhw vdy ty nhién
hon.”

“Nhung con to’ héa don cao tdc?”

“A manh gi&y vun d6 2? Chiing ta ciing khong biét né c6 tir lic ndo. N&u
qua de’y ti€u tiét, cau s€ mat dai cuc day.”

“Sép c6 biét cau ‘Ngwoi chét dudi vé ca cong rom’ khong2L?”

“Biét chir. Cong viéc cta ching ta ldc nao ciing viy ma. Nheng diu néi
12 cong ro'm thi tdi cling mong d6 1a céi gi vitng chic. Cau chi dang v dodn
ma thoéi.”

“Bén than t6i lai nghi n6 kha virng chéc.”

Sayama dinh roi chd clia Taniguchi thi mot vién canh sat vira tré vE. Anh
ta néi ngay: “T6i tim dwoc thong tin htru ich.”

No6i r'6i anh ta lai gan Taniguchi. B6 1a vién canh séat di€u tra vé chi€c
buit mdy.

“C6 v& chiing ta c6 k&t qua vitng chic roi.”

Taniguchi nhe rang cwoi v&i Sayama roi quay sang vién canh sit no:
“Ctra hang d6 nim & dau?”

“Tai thi trdn Choufu, quan XX. Khong xa tru s chinh Cong nghiép nang
MM 12 bao. Pi biang 6 t6 thi chi ma't mwdi may phiit. Tén ctra hang 12 Vin
phong pham Kikui. P6 1a mét cira hang nho. Mat tién do 3,6 mét.”

“Chd nhw vy ma ciing ban bit mdy a?”

“Tat nhién la ¢4, phan 1on 1a hang qudc ndi. Hau nhw khong ban dworc,
nhwng chinh vi vy ho m&i nhé nhitng ngwoi téi mua. Vu an Tan nay lién
quan t&i san pham bit mdy ctia cong ty S gy xon xao dw luan. Ong cha
nho 1a gan day c6 ban loai &y nén thit ki€m tra héa don, ding 1a da ban



mAu nay ngay trede vu 4n. Ong &y lo 14ng hai ba hém khong biét 1am sao,
roi dwore con gai khuyén khich nén méi bao canh sat.”

Nhirng thong tin nhw vy hdu nhw ngay nao cling ¢6. Nhiém vu cda vién
canh sat nay la loc tng tin mot. Hau hét khong cé gia tri gi. Phén Ion déu
sai 1éch, nhv khéng khép hang san xud't, khong cing loai san pham, c6
treong hgp con nham véi ¢a bt bi. Ngwoi dan chiu hgp tac diéu tra nhw
vay ra't dang tran trong. Nhung ciing khé dién td hét sy va't va cia nhitng
vién canh st phai sang loc thong tin.

“R6i sao ntra?” Taniguchi nhoai nguoi toi treedre.

“San pham trung khop v&i loai bit dwge dung lam hung khi. To6i ki€m
tra héa don roi. Ngay ghi trén d6 l1a ngay 12 thang trwdec. Tirc ngay sau
hém phat hién t& thi ctia Nishina Naoki, va tredc ngay goi hang dwoc
chuyén t&i cho Hashimoto.”

“Cach an médc v&i tedng mao cia khach mua hang thé nao?”

“Van dé & chd d6.”

Vién canh sit vira nhin s& tay vira néi: “Ho bado rang khong 1o tudi tac
ctia ngwoi mua, nhung ¢6 vé 1a mot 6ng chi ludm thudm.”

“Ong chd ludom thudém? La sao co?”

“Thye ra ldc d6 nguoi trong cira hang khdng phéi 6ng chi, ma la ¢6 con
géi hoc 1op Muwoi. Ngwoi cha dang an t61.”

“Vay ngwoi khach mua hang vao budi tdi?”

“Theo ho k€ thi vao khoang 8 gio. Lic d6 chi ctra hang dang an com t&'i
ma. Co con gdi néi ring khong mudn nhin thealng vao mat khach nén khong
nho 15.”

“VAy ma van nhé 1a mot ong chd ludm thudm a?” Sayama Ién tiéng.

“Vang, ding vdy. C6 bé néi rang ngwdi d6 mic 4o jacket ki€ may ong
chd hay mic. Gong kinh mau vang ciing la lung, ki€u bi 16i mo't. Du khong
nhin mit nhung c6 bé vin nh¢ rd nhing chi ti€t nhw viy. Qua khong tAm
thwong.”

“Ao jacket mau gi?” Taniguchi hoi.

“Mau xam, xanh nwdc bi€n hay niu nhat gi d6, khong r6 nira. Nhung 1a
mau tdi, ki€u trung tinh.”

Ky trc vé mau sic clia nhan chitng c6 vé rdi rac, nhung thuc ra tri nhé
con nguoi chi dwgrec nhw vay. Co bé 16p Muoi con nhé duwge dén thé’, néu



la 6ng chi ctra hang c6 khi con mip mo hon.

“C6 vé chan dung dwgec khong nhi... Co bé c6 nhd gwong miét hay voc
dang ra sao khong?”

“C06 bé n6i khudn mat 6ng khach binh theong.”

“Binh thwong?”

“Nghia la khong map khong gay, khong tron khong dai.”

“Thé& tém lai 1a...” Taniguchi cau may. ... Khong nhé 16 14m a7

“Pang ti€c l1a vay. Toi cé hoi cd bé ¢6 the nhan ra dng khach né&u gap lai
khong, thi cau tra lovi 1a khong.”

Taniguchi gai dau, td vé sot rudt.

“Hén ta chi mua mdi biit mdy thoi sao?”

“Khong, hin con mua myc xanh nira.”

Bong vang 1én ti€ng ai di chuyén ghé& ng6i ddnh ram. Bit mdy v&i muc
xanh, tring khép véi thd doan gy an.

“Hén mua lo myc xanh?” Taniguchi hoi lai.

“Vang. Hai lo.”

“Hai lo?”

Sayama thot 1€n.
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Pang cam binh stra 1én, Gorou dung tay r'oi ngang mat ngac nhién. B6 la
bi€u cam khi nghe diéu gi ba't ngo.

“Em bi Suenaga phat hién lic dang ding tredc con rdbdt d6. Ma anh ta
con bi€t em dang diéu tra nhiéu thi nira.”

Yumie vira choc mudng vao cdc kem vira néi. C6 k&€ cho Gorou ring
minh da n6i hét moi chuyén cho Takuya ldc & kho chira.

“Cd chuyén em 1a ban gdi cii cla cdu &y nwra a?”

“U, td't cd moi chuyén. Em con ndi 1a anh Yuuji bi bon ngwoi nhw anh ta
sat hai ntra. Nhung...” Yumie nhé lai gwong mat tro’ ra ctia Suenaga. “Anh
ta khong phan tng gi ca.”

“3:( 12 bon chiing khong c6 16i gi &y a?”

“U. Anh ta ty tin 1§m. C6 vé rd't tin rang robst gidi hon con ngudi. Piing
12 mat tri r6i. Am dau ma mit van binh than.”



“Bon ho déu nhw vady.” Gorou ndi roi hoéi ti€p. “Tap tai li€u d6 thé nao
roi?”

“Bilay matroi.”

Yumie tho dai, dwa mi€ng kem 1én mié€ng, ti€p tuc k€.

“Vay a... The¢'labi y 18y mat.”

Gorou c¢6 vé bj sdc trede thong tin d6. Yumie cling vay.

Ho im ldng mdt lic. Chi ¢6 ti€ng dong cha cdi mudng khi Yumie dn kem
va ti€ng Gorou udng ca phe.

“Thé  ti€p theo em tinh sao?”” Sau khi udng hé€t cdc ca phé, Gorou hdi.

“Sao day nhi. Em ciing khong mudn #n 1im.”

“Khong phai chuyén hom nay. Chuyén sau nay &y. Em mudn ti€p tuc
di€u tra a?”

“A, chuyén sau nay &y 4.”

Yumie nhin c6c kem da dn hét. C6 van chwa nghi ra gi. MA'y hom nay
chuyén di€u tra vu an Yuuji chi€m het tam tri. Nhung n€u khéng c6 tip tai
ligu d6, cd khong bi€t ti€p tuc ra sao. Bang 1€ phai pho t6 mdt ban phong
treong hop thé nay.

Nhung ma...

C0 cung ban khoan minh s€ dat duorc gi n€u ti€p tuc di€u tra. Sau cudc
trdo chuyén v&i Suenaga hom nay, ding that moi thir da thanh vo nghia.

“Chéic em nén thoi.”

Yumie lor dang [én ti€ng.

“Thoi vi€e dieu tra Yy a?”

“U, em thd'y hoi mét mdi roi. Ty nhién thd’y minh v dung nira.”

“...Em da c6 hét sirc ma.”

“Ciing khién anh Gorou vt va nira. Bit anh diéu tra cdi nay cdi kia.”

“A khong. Cudi ciing anh dau gitip dwoc gi.”

Gorou cwoi nhw ty ché nhao ban thin. Anh ta dworc Yumie nho' do hoi
phong an toan lao dong, don vi phu trach van d€ an toan lao dong va dicu
tra tai nan trong cong ty. Bung nhw anh néi, chang thu dwoc gi dang k€.

“Anh Gorou a.” Yumie 1én ti€ng. “Hay em lam v¢ anh nhé.”

“Yumie...”

“Nhwng cho em thém chiit thoi gian binh tdm lai da.”



Gorou c6 chit ngai ngiing, nhung r'di nhin thang vao mét Yumie.
“T&i ldc d6 anh s€ cdu hon lai. Khi ddy em d6ng y nhé!”
“Vang.” Yumie mim cwoi gat dau.

“Tw gio ta lam gi day?” Gorou hdi.

“Tw gio'?”
“Hom nay 4. Van con thoi gian ma.”
G abi

Yumie nghiéng dau. Pém nay c6 khong mudn suy nghi nhiéu.
“Em muon di udng.” Co6 thi tham.

“Clng dwoc.”

Gorou cam 18y héa don, hang hai dirng day.
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That khong hieu noi. D6 1a cam nhan cua Takuya sau khi xem tap tai liéu
gianh dwoc tir Nakamori Yumie trwa nay. Y dang nim trén giwong, nhin
chim cham tap tai liéu dwdi 4nh sdng cta den ban.

Tai liéu n6i vE sy ¢ robdt xay ra ndm ngodi, bao gom két qua diéu tra
cua phong an toan lao ddng, cic bai bdo, danh gia ctia canh sét, va ca béo
cdo tir phong nghién ctru s& 2. Ngoai ra con ¢6 tai liéu ky thuit ctia r6b6t
gy ra tai nan Naomi va sdn phdm dang dworc 14p rap vao lic do.

Vi sao Naoki muon thu thdp nhitng thong tin nay?

Takuya khong hi€u noi.

Ngay ca khi c¢6 ngwoi diéu tra vé tai nan do, n€u khong phai Naoki thi
Takuya da khong cén lo lang th& ndy. Liic nao ciing ¢6 nhitng k& nhiéu
chuyén. Ngoai ra, du Takuya tric thuéc phong nghién ctru s& 2, y khong
lién quan nhiéu d€n Naomi. Con robot nay khong can tinh nang cao cap,
chi 1am nhirng viéc mot con ngwoi vO nang ciing lam dwgc. Takuya khong
can tryc ti€p tham gia viéc phat tri€én nhirng réb6t mirc d6 don gidan nhw
vay.

Nhung Takuya bén khoan khi bi€t Naoki da di€u tra vé vu tai nan nay.

Sau khi xem xét m&y vu 4n gan day, Takuya k€t ludn Naoki da che giau
diéu gi d6 v&i minh va Hashimoto. Ngay tw lic 14p k& hoach sit hai



Yasuko, ga da 6m khu khu mot bi mat. P6 1a viéc Naoki cé6 mot troe thu
khéc,1a D.

Nhwng D la ké nao? Va vi sao Naoki phdi che gidu sw ton tqi ciia D?

Takuya nhat dinh phdi tim dwoc D. Chic chén hin ta ndm gitr ban cam
ket 1ap ra luc ho muwu gi€t Yasuko.

Nhung c¢6 mdt viéc Takuya khong hi€u dwoee. Sau vu cdy biut mady,
Takuya chwa gap chuyén gi de doa d€n tinh mang. T4t nhi€n Takuya ludn
dé cao canh gidc nén hung thi khong th€ dé dang ra tay. Nhwng xét chuyén
cay bit may dwoc gii ngay sau cdi chét ciia Naoki, hung thi muén gi€t y
cang so'm cang t6t méi ding.

Hodc la...

C6 the 1a th& nay. D twdng minh da bj 10 than phian nén phai gi€t
Hashimoto va Takuya. Nhung r6i hdn nhan ra Takuya khong biét vé minh,
nén khong cén ra tay nura.

Nghe ciing c6 1y 1dm. Vay 1y do D sét hai Naoki 12 gi?

C6 khi cau trd loi nam trong nay. Nghi vay, Takuya quay tré lai tap tai
liéu.

“Pung la dang ngo.”

Takuya ba't chgt th6t 1€n thanh ti€ng khi doc lai tirng buwdre, tw Idc tai nan
xdy ra cho t&i khi moi viéc dwore gidi quyét. Du mdi giai doan déu c6 diéu
tra can thiét, cé ca bao cdo hin hoi, nhing moi thr ¢6 vé qua loa. Phong
nghién ctru s& 2 phll nhan trach nhiém trong vu tai nan, diéu nay ciing dé
hiéu. Nhing phong an toan lao dong mdi I4n c6 tai nan mét déu 16e 1én, Tan
nay lai c6 phan dé ddi. N6i mot cach khach quan, dwong nhw ban béo cdo
nay mudn d6 hét tdi 16i cho nguwdi thao tac robot. Phong an toan lao dong
gay gét chi trich thi€u sét trong tai liéu hwdng din thao tic, nhung giong
diéu tré nén mém mong khi viét vEé tinh nang hay cau tric ctia robot.

Takuya con nh& don vi cia y da phai chuan bi nhi€u gid'y to’ sau tai nan
d6. Hinh anh tredng phong 6m nhirng tai liéu d6 di hop van con mdi mé
trong ky trc y. Liic d6 Takuya ciing lo lang khong rd moi chuyén sé& ra sao,
nhwng cudi cung phong nghién ctru s& 2 khong bi ton hai gi, moi viéc duoc
giai quy€t ém tham.

Takuya tin chic dé 12 nho quyén lyc ctia Nishina Toshiki. C6 18 chinh
ong da ra tay dan x&p khép noi triedre khi moi viée tré nén phic tap.



Co khi Naoki diéu tra lai vu viéc dé chong doi ngwoi cha ga ludén odn
hdan...

Takuya quyét dinh phai xem xét lai vu tai nan. Y bat chot cwoi gwong
gao. Khong ngo’ chinh y lai 1a nguwoi ti€p tuc diéu tra vu an.

Takuya gD tap tai liéu roi tat den.

Gitra bong td1i, y chot nhé d&€n khudn mat khéc 16c cua Nakamori Yumie.

Sang hom sau, Takuya lién d€n phong an toan lao dong d€ gip nguoi
diéu tra tai nan. Ngudi phu trdch tén Baba, c6 khudn mit kho gay. Han td
vé nghi hodc tredc ciu hai cua Takuya.

“Sao gio’ lai hdi chuyén d6?”

Baba ng6i sau ban lam viéc, nhin Takuya tw dau t&i chan nhe mu6én do
x€t.

“A t6i mudn tim hi€u vai chuyén. Khong biét con bdo cdo hay tai lidu gi
Ve tai nan &y khong?”

“Tat nhién 12 ching t6i c6 lwu trir. D6 12 quy tdc ma.” Baba sim soi
Takuya mot lic, r'oi quay di hweong khac, tra 1oi.

“Cho td1 xem qua dworc khong?”

Baba t6 vé& khé chiu, im ldng dirng ddy. Ga rut tap tai liéu day cop to hoc
tl sat twong r'oi thoi phi phi nhw th€ mudn td thai do véi Takuya. Bui bay
tlr tung vao ca mat y.

“Moi anh,” Baba néi.

Takuya cam on roi nhan 18y tap tai li€u. Y nhanh chéng mé ra xem,
nhwng 1i€n tha't vong. Tai liéu nay khong khac nhiéu so véi nhieng gi Naoki
da thu thap.

“Anh mudn phan nan gi a?”

Baba vira nhin chim chim Takuya vira héi. Takuya chi y t&i chi tiét gi
khong néi 1a ¢o cdu hoi gi, ma la mudn phan nan gi.

“A toi ¢6 chit nghi van.” Y gié tai liéu cho Baba xem. “Thdi gian diéu
tra hoi ngén, anh c6 tha’y vay khong?”

Theo bdo céo thi thoi gian di€u tra 1a khoang hai tuan. Nhwng day la tai
nan chét nguoi, cé the’kéo dai ca thang.

“T6i khong thdy c6 van dé gi.” Baba ndi. “Bi€t nguyén nhan v&i di€m
can lwu y la dwore r'6i. Lam viéc nhanh gon thi t6t hon chi.”

“Chur khong phai bi thic ép a?”



“Liic ndo ma chang bj thdc ép. Nhung cong viéc tré nai thi khéng néi lam
g1, chung t61 lam nhanh ma cting soi xét hay sao?”

“A khong, t6i khong c6 ¥ soi xét.”

“Anh 1a ngueoi thudc ban nghién ctru robdt?” Baba chi bién tén trén nguc
Takuya, ca't ti€ng hoi. Trén d6 cé ghi t€n va don vi trec thudc. “Néu the
anh khong ldng xing vé chuyén nay thi t6t hon ma? Néu 1a 16i thao tic cla
cong nhan, cic anh cling ¢4 the’ yén tam.”

Takuya nhin Baba khinh miét, con hdn vAn khong budn ngoanh lai. Y
bén ngan ngam trong sang hwdng khac.

“T6i hi€u r'oi. Cam on anh.”

Takuya tra lai tap tai liéu roi ra khéi phong an toan lao dong. Péng cira
lai, y nghi bung sau khi k&t hén v&i Hoshiko, viéc ddu tién s€ la da bay ga
Baba nay dén chi nhanh dja phwong héo lanh nao d6. Pau 6c¢ ngu dét, dn
néi thi€u I€ do, that vo phwong ctru chira.

Chuyén do tinh sau, hién tqi khong co cdch nao diéu tra nita roi...

Tuw thdi do ctia Baba, c6 th€ thd’y vu viéc da bi bung bit. Néu vay, Takuya
phai than trong d€ tranh gay chu y.

Takuya ra khoi tdoa nha cia phong an toan lao ddng, bwdc téi ddy nha
chinh, bdng nhin ra mot béng ngwoi tir dai sdnh bude ra. Gan day y ra't hay
gdp ngwoi nay. Chinh 1a vién canh sit Sayama da t&i chd Takuya may Tan.
Dwong nhw anh ta t&i nghe ngéng thong tin. Nhwng te vé mat u dm, ¢6 th€
dodn Sayama khong thu hoach dworc gi.

Takuya rdao bwdc t&i géan, cat ti€ng goi. Sayama lap tirc nhén ra y, lién
cui chao.

“Anh sip vé u?” Takuya hoi.

“Vang. Hom nay t6i khdng c6 viéc quan trong gi nura.”

“Anh di u6ng nwde khong? Ma chi ¢6 ca phé hoa tan tor may ban hang ty
dong thoi.”

“Thé& cling dwoc.” Sayama didn do mot chit roi néi. “Vay tdi nan lai mot
lic.”

Takuya dan vién cénh sat t&i phong doii xe buyt cong ty, cdch sanh chinh
khong xa. D6 1a mot cin phong nhd bé rong bon chidu ruedi2d. Trir lic c6 xe
buyt, hdu nhw khong ai vao day.



“HOm nay anh ghé cong ty c6 chuyén gi vay?” Takuya mua hai cdc ca
phé hoa tan tir mdy ban hang ty dong tredc mat, dwa cho Sayama mdt coc
ro6i do hai.

“Cam on anh. Thyc sy khong c6 gi to tat. T6i dén gdp nguoi ban d6ng
nghiép cling di xem nhac kich v&i cd Amamiya Yasuko qua ¢&’, hdi xem lic
2y cO Amamiya ra sao.”

“Ra vay. Th€ anh c6 thu dwoe gi khdong?” Takuya ng'6i xudng bang ghé&’
bén canh Sayama.

“Cling khong rd rang.” Sayama xoay ¢O v&i vé mat mét moi, roi udng
cdc ca phé dé té nhw the d6 13 thi gi ngon lanh 18m. “C6 ta néi rang cd
Amamiya khong c6 vé dinh ty sat. Ngwoc lai, trong ra't vui 1a ding khéc.
Nhwng c6 nhiéu treong hgp ngwoi ta td thai d6 vui vé trwedee khi ty tie.”

Vién cdnh sét ti€p tuc cam cdc 1én. Takuya nhin sang, tham do suy nghi
thwe sy ciia Sayama.

Mot canh sit bao thii nhu Sayama khong the dé dang chap nhan diy la
mot vu tw t.

“A con chuyén dira bé thé nao? Cac anh biét dwoc cha né chwa?”

Takuya hoi cau nay khong hin d€ thdm do canh sat. Y thue su quan tam.

Tuy nhién vi canh sat dap dap sau gdy v&i vé xau ho.

“Van chwa tim ra. Nhitng viéc nhw vay thwong khé nhin 14m.”

“Hin roi.” Takuya n6i. “Cé khi ¢6 ta choi boi nhiéu.”

“Vang, cling c¢6 kha nang.” Sayama néi. “K€ riéng v&i anh chuyén nay.
Thoi dai hoc ¢6 ta phd thai hai Tan r'6i. To6i c6 gdp bac si kham cho ¢6 ta
h'6i d6. Nghe néi bac si dd doa rang néu phd nira thi s& khé ma cé con. C6
khi vi vdy ma '4n nay c6 ta khdng mudn bd dira bé.”

“Ra the’...”

Takuya cam tha’y cau chuyén dang lwu tam.

“Ma khong chi ¢6 ta.” Takuya néi. “MAay ¢6 gai tré by gio déu choi boi
nhu thé’. Khé ma theo dwoc cdc c6. bam con trai chay theo loang choang.”

“Cha me ho chic va't va 1§m.”

“Chéc chin ro6i.” N6i roi Sayama git dau, nhung anh nhw swc nhé diéu
gi d6. “Nhuwng khong it treong hop 1am t6i cam théng.”

“Cam thong?”



“Vang. Vi nhw treong hgp ¢c6 Amamiya Yasuko. Cha ¢ &y la gido vién
cd’p ba ma lai quan hé bat chinh v&i hoc sinh da t6t nghiép, t&i mirc ¢
thai. Nghe né6i c6 gdi d6 mudn sinh dira bé. N&u viéc nay 10 ra thi nguoi
cha s€ mang ti€ng, c¢6 khi con anh hwdng t&i cong viéc. Khong con cach
nao khdac, ong ta phai cong nhan dira bé r'6i tra tién trer cAp. SO tién chéng
nho chit nao. Vi bi de doa cong b6 chuyén nay, 6ng ta phai trd mot khoan
16t tay ngoai vong phdp luat ntra. Do vay gia dinh c6 Amamiya bi anh
hwdong nhiéu, ba vor rovi khoéi nha. C6 1€ ¢c6 Amamiya chdn ngdy gia dinh
nén chwra mot Tan vé qué tw khi 1én Tokyo.”

Sau khi nghe hé&t ciu chuyén tw vién canh sat, Takuya khéng tim ra loi
ndo dép lai. That ching ngd Yasuko c6 qué khit dau budn nhw vay.

“Cha c0 ta thd nhan moi viéc sao?” Takuya hoi.

Sayama li€n phui tay phu dinh.

“C6 mot cd ban cap ba ctia c6 Amamiya dang & Tokyo. T6i nghe chuyén
tw c6 ta. C6 vé ¢c6 Amamiya ciing khong k€ cho nhirng ngwoi khac.”

Noéi xdu hd’ vé cha me a. Takuya cdm thdy khong thodi mdi. MaYy viéc
lam ddng x&u ho cla cha me ldc nao cling anh hwdng t&i con ci.

“Ma thoi...” Sayama udng hét cdc ca phé, vo nat c6c gidy roi bo vao
thung rdc gan d6. “T6i chuan bj di ddy. Caim on anh da moi.”

“Chtic anh may mén v&i cong viée diéu tra.”

“Vang, ching toi s& cd ging hét strc.”

No6i roi Sayama dirng day, nhwng chot nhé ra diéu gi do, anh ta quay lai
néi v&i Takuya: “A hém trede xin 18i qua’y ray anh lic dém khuya. Chéc
anh thay phién 1dm vi bj hdi di hdi lai vé ching cir ngoai pham.”

“Ciing khong thoai mai gi.” Takuya dép. “Bén anh cé bi€t thém gi vé vu
dé chwa?”

“Van chwa, vu d6 ciing chra ¢6 manh m&i gi. Nhwng ma...” Sayama ti€p
tuc. “Ching t6i dang nghi d&€n mdt kha nang m&i. Trong vu dn anh Nishina
Naoki bi sét hai, chung t61 nghi c6 dong pham.”

“O!” Takuya thdt 1én nhw the ngac nhién. “Viy c6 hai hung tha?”

“A khoéng, that ra thi...” Sayama nhin chim chim vao mit Takuya. “C6
khi khong chi mot hay hai tén. Theo gia thi€t mdi thi ¢ dén ba hung tha.
Anh th&y sao? Thi vi chk?”



Trong tich tic, Takuya giat ndy minh. Dong thoi y cdm thdy Sayama
dang quan sat phdn &ng ctia minh. C6 1€ vién canh sat da kham pha ra
chuyén c6 nhiéu dong pham, nhung khéng c¢6 chirng cr xac thwe nén dang
mudn tung tin tham do.

“Thi vi that. L'an t&i nhé k€ cho t6i nghe vai.”

Takuya dép lai binh than, thAm nghi: Méi chuyén dé ma dinh lam minh
lung lay sao.Y gitt nguyén nét mat khong qua kho khén.

“Vang, nhat dinh [4an t&i t6i s€ kE.”

Sayama cling gitr nguyén vé mat tie dau dén cudi, roi di khua't khoi tAm
mat Takuya.

S

Sau khi roi khoi cong ty Cong nghiép nang MM, Sayama lién lac v&i tru
s& diéu tra. Anh k& vén tit 1oi khai cia ¢6 nhan vién di xem nhac kich cling
Yasuko. N6 ¢6 th€ 1a mot bang chitng chdng lai gid thiét Yasuko tw sat,
nhung khong c6 gi chic chin. P6 12 cdm nhan clia Taniguchi. Sayama ciing
dong y.

“Bay gio cdu di gap Shindo nhé. Ciu ta dang di t&i khu Ikebukuro.”

“Ikebukuro? C6 viéc gi & da’y thé?”

“Mot ngweoi ban thoi dai hoc ctia Nishina Naoki lam viéc & d6. Theo tor
lich trinh tim dwoc trong phong Naoki, anh ta da giap nguoi nay trwedc lic
bi sat hai.”

“Chd nao & Ikebukuro vay a?”

“Ngudi d6 1am viéc trong tda nha Sunshine Building. T6i sé nhidn Shindo
ring ciu ciing d&n. Hen giip chd nio thi tién nhi?”

Sayama suy nghi mét h'6i roi trd 1oi mudn gip phia trede cira hang gia
dung Tokyu Hands. Anh nh¢é ra dwore vor nho’ mua chiu ciy canh.

Khi t&i noti, Sayama th'y Shindo da ding sin & d6, tay cAm tdi nhiya cia
ctra hang Tokyu Hands. Anh lai gén, cd't ti€ng chao. Vién canh siat dan em
nd nu cwoi, ¢o chit mét moi.

“Cau mua gi vay?” Sayama chi vao tdi d0.

“Ban I€ ngan kéo. Tt d6 nha em bi hong ro6i.”

“Sao khong mua td m&i?”

“Em lam gi ¢6 tién chir. Lwong 1au beo bot.”



“Quy toc doc than ma tham thé a. Ma t6i cling mudn mua d6. Chau cay
canh & tAng ma’y &y nhi?”

Sayama dinh budc vao toa nha thi Shindo kéo tay anh lai.

“Chung ta khdng con nhiéu thoi gian dau. Anh d€ Iic vé hdng mua.”

Ho hen gidp ngwoi dan 6ng no tai quan ca phé dwdi ting hdm toda nha
Sunshine Building. Hai nguoi 18y ban trong géc sau nha't, roi ngdi nhin
clra ra vao.

“Sang nay khong troi chdy 1dm.” Shindo vira lau mit bang khin 4m vira
néi. “C6 thém mdt ctra hang vian phong pham lién lac v&i s& canh sat
Ogikubo, néi rang c6 ngwdi mua ciing loai bt mdy trede vy 4n. Xui xéo 1a
khong ¢6 ai ranh tay, nén cudi cing em phai di xw 1y.”

“Qua ding la khong may.”

“Pen that, vé chuyén chiéc bit may, chiing ta kh4 chéc chén ctra tiém c6
ngwoi khach deo kinh gong vang kia méi lién quan t&i vy 4n roi ma.”

“Thé& ctra tiém hom nay th& nao?”

“Cha. Nghe ciing khong qua phi Iy. Ong khach xuat hién lic 8 gio sing
ngay gbi hang dwoc chuyén di. Loai bt cling tring khop. C6 diéu nguoi
dé khong mua myc xanh. Thém nwa vi tri cling...”

“Ctra hang 4y ndm & dau vay?”

“Khu phd sinh vién & Hachioji.”

Sayama lién cwoi thanh ti€ng. Tiém védn phong pham & khu phd” sinh
vién thi td't nhién c¢6 nhiéu ngwoi mua bit may.

“Ong khéch 12 ngudi the nao?”

“Mot ga dan ong ddi mi bao hieém. Ma khu d6 ciing ¢6 nhi€u sinh vién di
hoc bang xe may.”

Khi nghe d&n “mil bdo hi€m”, nu cwdi ciia Sayama vut tit. C6 khi vi
khach chi y doi mi d€ che gidu gwong mdt. Nhwng nguoi d6 lai khong
mua murc xanh.

Anh dang nghi d&n d6 thi m6t nguoi dan 6ng bwdc vao quan. Ngwoi Ay
van 4o vest mau xam, khuén mit hoi c¢6 vé phwong tay. Tt cach anh ta ngé
nghiéng nhin quanh, Sayama bi€t dé chinh la ban ctia Naoki. Shindo 1ién
ding day, l1én ti€ng. Qua ding la ngwoi ho céan gap.

Anh ban &y tén Kanai Takashi, lam viéc cho phong nghién clru nang
lwong trong tda nha nay, trie thude Bd Cong throng?.



“Nishina 13 ngwdi trAm tinh, khong c6 nhiéu ban 14m. Nhung khong y&u
dudi dau. Cau ta 12 tip nguoi hé ¢6 viéc can lam 1a khong ngap nging, twr
quy€t khong can hoi y ai.”

Kanai nhan xét vé Naoki. Hai ngwoi chung khoa trong trwong dai hoc,
phong nghién ctru cling gan K€ nén kha than thiét.

“Gan diy hai nguoi van hay gdp nhau cht?” Shindo hoi.

“C6 gidp. Nhwng ca hai déu ban ron nén khong dwoc thwong xuyén. Mua
t&i ching t6i dang 1€ s€ gdp nhau nhiéu hon.”

“Mua?”

“Vang. Ching t6i thwong di trwgt tuy€t cing nhau. T6i kha ty tin voi
mon ndy, ciu ta cling gidi 14m. Mon nay phai hai ngudi ciing ning lyc trirot
v&i nhau m&i vui. Thye ra cudi ndm nay ching t6i dy ki€n di Hokkaido
cling nhau. A ding r'6i, Tan gip cudi, chiing t6i ciing ban chuyén d6.”

No6i dén da’y, Kanai chot tréd nén bu'don rau. C6 1€ anh ta nh¢é lai khoang
thoi gian vui vé cling ban than.

“Hinh nhw Tan cudi anh gdp anh Nishina la thit Bay, tred'c hdm anh &y bj
sat hai?” Shindo x4c nhan lai thong tin.

“Pung vay. Chung t61 dinh ban luin chi ti€t lich trinh chuyén di.”

“Luc d6 hai ngwoi néi vé chuyén di thoi sao?”

“Ta’'t nhién la c6 chuyén phi€m ntra. Nhwng muc dich gip go chi cé vay.”

“Vay cdc anh quyé€t dinh lich trinh th&" nao?” Sayama hoi.

“Nishina vin chuwa quy&t dworc, nén ching t6i hen lic khac chon ngay cu
the. Ciing dudng thoi, ciu &y 1 tredng phong k& hoach phdt trién ma, chic
ban ron 1im.”

C6 vé Naoki khong k€ thyc trang cong viéc cho Kanai. Thyc t&€ Naoki
dau ban t&i mirc khdng sip duworc lich di trrot tuyét.

“A ¢6 chuyén nay.” Duwong nhw nhé ra gi d6, Kanai 1én tiéng. “Nishina
tro tai khach san Osaka Green Hotel khi di Osaka thi phdi. Thyc ra cdi dém
cau 2y bi sat hai, toi c6 goi d€n khach san ay.”

“Got dién?” Shindo va Sayama dong thanh kéu I€n. Nhan vién phuc vy
nhin ho nghi ngai.

“Vao lic may gio vay?” Shindo hoi.

“Liic d6 chic 1a...” Kanai hoi ngang 1én. “Khoang 10 gio t6i. Toi goi
dién vi Nishina bdo ring hdm 4%y sé& biét lich trinh cu thé. Thyc ra cdu Ay sé



goi cho t6i. Nhwng phong khi quén, Nishina bao t6i n€u khdng tha’y ciu ta
lién lac thi goi lai bang s& ctia khdch san. Qua nhién hdm 4y Nishina khong
lién lac, nén t61 da goi di€n, vi tdi nghe ndi ciu &y chéc hin s& vé khéch san
lic 10 gio. Nhwng ho bdo ciu &y ra ngoai r'oi. T6i nghi Nishina dang ban
nén khong goi nwra.”

Sayama tha’y cau chuyén nay ra't dang chu y. Chi 1a lich trinh treeot tuyét,
c6 the€ ban sau khi cong tac Osaka v€ co ma. Hay ¢6 gi d6 khi€n Naoki phai
vOi va? Anh tht hoi ky hon.

“Pung la Nishina mudn quyé€t lich trinh nhanh chéng.” Kanai néi. “Vi
con phai ding ky nay kia nira. Cling khong bit budc phdi quyét vao ngay
dé, nhwng cdu 8y bdo cang nhanh cang t6t.”

“Ra vay.”

Van chwa thda ddng, nhwng hai vién cdnh sat khong c¢6 gi d€ hoi thém
Kanai vé van dé€ nay nura.

Ti€p d&€n Shindo hoi Kanai nghi gi vEé vu Naoki bi sit hai. Anh ta hit sau,
cau may kho' s¢ roi noi.

“Pung 12 ciu &y nhw ¢6 gi mic miru. C6 th€ vu 4n ny ciing tir d6 ma ra.
Ngim lai Nishina that ddng thwong. Vi chuyén mic mitu cfia cau 4y khong
phai do 13i ctia ban than.”

Sau khi chia tay Kanai, hai vién canh sat quay lai ctra hang Tokyu Hands.
Ho khong quén viéc mua chiu cdy. Tuy nhién nhitng 1o cia Kanai ¢ 1dn
von trong dau Sayama.

“Céi nay duoc day.”

Shindo nang chiu ciy canh to bing d4u ngwdi 1én va néi. Cau ta ciing
nhoc cong tim gitdp Sayama. Tuy nhién Sayama chi 4m w, cwoi nhan nho,
bd chéu cay xudng.

“Anh dang nghi v€ ci dién thoai d6 a?” Shindo hoi.

“U. Toi van thd'y ddng ngo. Lai ding ngay hom d6 nira.”

“Néu toi khong lién lac thi nho anh goi lgi... Nhw thé Nishina bi€t minh
sép gip chuyén ching lanh ay.”

Nghe y ki€n d6, Sayama ba't chgt nhin vao mat Shindo. Anh dang stng
s0t. Qua ding vay. Nhw thé'linh tinh diéu khong lanh.

“A, nhueng ma...”



C6 dieu gi khong nim bit dworc ¢t lan ra trong 1ong anh. Y hét cdm gidc
khé chiu bt rirt trong ky thi thoi con di hoc, khi gan tim ra cdu tra loi
nhung lai khong nghi ra. Tam trang anh lic nay cung twong ty nhw vay.

“Chi la gia du thoi. C6 khi nao Naoki bi€t chuyén c6 th€ xdy ra t6i hom
de6?”

“Khong the' nao. N&u bi€t thi da bo chay ro6i.”

“Vay sao? Biét dau Naoki c¢6 hen v&i hung thii. Va anh ta cam nhén sé bi
ngudi d6 sdt hai... A khong, chic chdn khong phai nhw the. N&u vay thi
khong giai thich dwoe viéc nho Kanai goi dién. Bao Kanai lién lac cho
minh thi Naoki ¢6 1o gi?”

Sayama nhin chiu cdy canh nhung thyc ra khong thdy gi cd. Tam trang
bwrc bdi, ddu 6¢ ndng bung bung.

“Anh Sayama a.” Shindo néi. “Em néi y twdng di€n ro nay dwoc
khong?”

“Khong sao. T6i lic nao cling néi nhirng chuyén dién ré da’y thoi.”

“Viéc nho goi dién, c¢6 khi nao Naoki mu6n tao chirng ¢ ngoai pham
cho cai gi d6?”

Pang cam céi chiu, Sayama suyt ntra thi danh roii. Anh véi va 6m 187y n6.

“Cadi gi co'?” Sayama hdi lai.

“Chirng clr ngoai pham &y. Cd dién thoai goi dén sau nay s€ tr¢ thanh
bang chitng ngoai pham. Trong ti¢u thuy&t van hay tha’y tinh tit nhw vay.”

“Vi sao Naoki phéi lam vay? Nguwoi bi giét 1a anh ta co’ ma...”

N6i xong, Sayama thady tim dap don nhw vo tung I'6ng ngwc. Anh nhin
lai Shindo.

“Co kha nang Naoki mudn sat hai hung tha?”

“Nhung k€t cuc ban than minh lai bi gi€t.”

Sayama gt dau, nhin xa xam. Anh da gan hi€u ra van dé.

“Quay lai s¢& thoi.”

“Anh khong mua chiu cdy canh a?”

“Dung bon rira mét thay thé cing dwore.”

Roi khéi tdoa nha, hai ngwoi nhanh chéng di vé ga Ikebukuro. Nhw
thwong 1€, khu nay dwong sd dong dic. Sayama via di vwa ti€p tuc trd
chuyén.



“Ctr cho 1a Naoki 14p ra k& hoach d6. Nhw vay nhirng ké van chuyén cai
xac 1a dong bon cua Naoki. Ping ra phai la xac cua d6i phwong, nhwng
tinh hinh d bj ddo 10n. Vay thi vi sao ddng bon van van chuyén theo ding
ké hoach?”

“C6 khi d6i voi dong pham, d6 khéng phai 1a tinh hinh bj ddo 16n. C6
khi ho dinh gi€t Naoki tir dau. Di€m khac biét duy nha't chi la d6 vat bén
trong, bing chuyén thi vin hoat dong nhw k& hoach.”

“C6 khi ding 1a viy. Bang chuyén.”

C4i bdy Naoki chuahn bj d€ sat hai d61 phwong, cudi cling lai thanh bay
hai chinh minh.

“Néu bang chuyén do chinh Naoki chuan bi, thi chi€c xe van chuyén cai
xdc cling 18y tt chd than cin v&i anh ta.”

“Chéc chén rdi. Ching ta da diéu tra xe Naoki. Nén gi¢ cAn tim hi€u
xem ga cO xe khic khong.”

Nghe dén d6, mot y twdng 16e ra trong dau Sayama. P6 la Tan di
Toyohashi. Anh chot dirng bude, dirng lai gitra dwong.

“Anh 1am sao vdy?” Shindo lo 1dng hdi.

“Cai xe do ay. Cai xe van.”

“Van?”

“Cai xe & xwdng Yamanaka ay. Naoki chuyén ding né nhw xe ca nhan.”

Shindo nh¢ ra, a 1én thanh ti€ng.

“Khong th€ cham tré thém gidy phit nao nira.” Sayama noi.

“Khong phai lic dirng chin nhi.”

“Goi dién vé s¢& ngay. Nhanh 1én.”

Sau loi n6i clia Sayama, Shindo nhin thady bot dién thoai cong cdng gan
d6, bén voi vang chay t&i. Trong ldc chay, cdu ta va phai mdt thanh nién
dang phét to roi. MaYy to gid’y tring bay tir tung, nhdy mda trong gid.

6
Qua trra ther Bdy dau tién trong thang 12, Takuya t&i tham gia dinh
Nishina. Y dwoc Hoshiko goi di mua sim cling. Binh thwdng nang s& chi
dinh di€m hen r6i phéng chi€c Porsche dén. Nhwng Ian nay nang lai yéu
cau y toi don & nha riéng.



Takuya xung tén qua di€n thoai ndi bo ngoai cong, roi dwgrec bao di vao.
Y vira ngdm hang ting bach hai bén, vira bude d&n thém nha. Khi y t&i gan
biét thw, Hoshiko tho ddu ra tw ctra sO tang hai.

“Bay gio tdi dang thay d6. Anh ng6i dwdi udng tra doii chut di.”

“T6i hi€u r'6i.” Takuya tra loi.

Vwra dinh m& ctra chinh, Takuya cdm nhan c6 nguwoi ti€n gan tr bén
canh. Y quay d4u, nhin thd'y Munakata dang budce tdi, tay cam vot tennis.
Phia Bong nha Nishina ¢ mot san tennis don gian.

“Chang hiép si dang tin cdy day roi.” Munakata dung ngén trd day gong
kinh vang Ién. “Ngoan ngoan nghe theo c6 nang cling dwoc, nhung cdu phai
bi€t cadch khong ché’. T6i khong c6 y phé binh cich ti€p can cua ciu, nhung
cdch chi€u twdng con non 1dm. Mudn thuan phuc con ngya bat kham thi
phai bi€t dung chién thuit cay gay va cu ca r6t.”

“Pay la 1o cia ngwoi day dan kinh nghiém nhi.”

“A khéng. May cho t6i 12 Saori khong t&i mirc ay. Toi tha’y cdm thong
voi ciu thoi. Clng di uéng tra khong?”

“Cling dworc.”

Hai ngwoi vao biét thy, ngdi doi dién nhau trong phong khach xoay ra
ban cong. C6 th€ thdy Munakata kha quen thudc v&i can nha nay. Ga khong
& 1€, nhung lai nhw di s6ng & day lau nam. Munakata sai cd giip viéc
mang h'dng tra ra, con néi 10 loai 14 tra nao nura.

“Chj Saori dau ro6i?” Takuya hoi.

“Chéc loanh quanh dau ddy. T&i bira &n nhe liic 3 gio’ s& quay lai.”

“Ngay nghi nao anh ciing t&i day a?”

“Ciling gan nhuw vay. Ma con tuy tam trang ctia cha nwra.”

Néi xong, Munakata nhin chdm chim vao mit Takuya. “C4u ding quén
diéu nay. Pung 1a hién tai phé tong yéu quy cau. Nhung né€u ciu phan boi,
s& chéng c6 céch ctru chira dau.”

“T6i khong nhé da phan boi bao gio.”

Takuya vira néi thi ngeoi gitp viéc mang tra ra. hwong thom lan tda tw
tach tra hoang gia Copenhagen.

Poi nguoi gitdp viée di khud't, Takuya hoi lai.

“Ph¢ tong khong hai long chuyén gi a?”



Munakata dwa tach tra 1én, thwdng thirc hwong thom r6i nhdp mot
ngum.

“Vu Naomi 8y.” Ga tram giong. “Cau dang suc sao v van thi phai.”

“Chuyén d6 &y a?” Takuya hot khan giong. Ngoai phong an toan lao
dong ra, y con diéu tra bén phong cong doan thi€t k&” va phong bdo tri ntra.
“Ma sao chuyén do lai dén tai anh Munakata?”

“Phé tong néi véi ti. Ong bao phai lwu ¥ chuyén nay. Toi canh bdo cu
khong nén lam chuyén khong dau. Chi mdt Ian duy nhat thoi. S€ khong c6
Tan hai dau.”

Munakata nhin Takuya nhw dang tham do phan (rng cua y. Takuya nghi
bung, ¢ nhw ngwoi ngdi ddy khong phai Munakata, ma la Nishina Toshiki
dang nhin qua ddi mét clia ga.

“T6i khong hi€u.” Takuya néi. “Vi sao khong the diéu tra? Tat nhién toi
tin tai nan d6 don thuan do 16i ciia ngwdi van hanh. Nhung du vay, toi tha'y
cach xt& 1y ¢6 phan khong thdéa dang. Khi nhin qua bao cdo cua cac bén lién
quan, ¢6 th€ thd'y 16 moi ngwoi chi 1am cho qua chuyén. Toi ciing ¢6 ni€ém
kiéu hanh cua dan ky thuat rébdt nén khong the€ chap nhan cach lam nia
voi nhw vay.”

Takuya mudn khéo 1éo nhan manh ring minh khong c6 y chéng doi
Nishina Toshiki. Hon nira y cling s€ khong néi nang ba't can.

Munakata hir miii nhw ché” nhao loii gidi thich cta Takuya.

“Niém ki€u hanh cta dan ky thuat.” Ga lap lai.

“Toan nhitng 1o sdo rong.”

“Sao anh lai nghi vay? Anh ciing 1a dan ky thuit ma.”

Munakata lién quay di, nhin ra hang cay bén kia ban cong.

“That hét cach.” Ga lam bam. “C6 khi néi cho cau biét thi t6t hon.”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

Takuya vira cit ti€ng hdi, Munakata 1ién quay lai d&i dién véi y, vit
chén lén.

“Tai nan d6 khong phdi do 13i cia ngwoi diéu hanh. Hién van khong rd
chi ti€t, nhwng c6 vé nguyén nhan & phia Naomi.”

“Khong the' nao.”

“Ta't nhién 1a khong c6 chirng ctr xac thye. Nhung cho téi ldc cé chirng
ctr thi muén mat roéi. Vi vay cdc bd phan dwgrc yéu cau xir Iy nhanh chéng.



Lic d6 t6i cling phai chay day chay d6 su6t.”

Munakata cwei lanh lung.

“Vi sao moi ngwoi lai nghi ngor Naomi?” Takuya hdi.

“Ngay sau tai nan, mot nhian chirng phién phirc xui't hién. P6 1la mot
cong nhan 1am thay ca, ciing gidm sdt r6bdt v&i nan nhan. Hén ta néi rang
minh cling suyt gap tai nan teong ty khi dang lam viéc. Vi c6 chut tryc tréc,
nén hin cho dirng Naomi d&€ ki€m tra. Nhuwng né ba't ngd hoat dong lai. Hin
thodt nan, nhwng cham chuit thoi thi cling bé mang ro6i. Chuyén dé xay ra 12
ti€ng trrdre tai nan ciia Naomi.”

“Khong thé tin ndi.” Takuya lic dau. “Nhung vi sao 10 khai d6 khong
dwoc cong b6?7”

“La do may min.” Munakata nghiém mit. “Né&u tay cong nhan d6 bdo
cdo v&i phong an toan lao ddng thi pho tong ciing khéng lam gi dwge.
Nhurng may 12 hin da néi cho tredng phong k& hoach pht trién.”

“Trwdng phong Nishina?”

Tai sao hén lai t¢i chd Naoki?

“Xwdong robot do ra't quan trong trong cdng viéc gan day cua phong k&
hoach phat trién. Vi vy Naoki ciing thi thodng lui t&i, bi€t mét cong nhan
& d6. Tay cong nhan kia khong bi€t néi chuyén quan trong nay v&i ai, nén
tim d&n ngwoi minh quen thudc nhat.”

“Vay treong phong Nishina cling bi€t ré vE vu tai nan a?”

N&u th€&, cdu chuyén khong an khop chit nao.

“Piing vdy.” Munakata lién khging dinh. “Sau d6 Naoki n6i v&i pho tong.
Tinh hinh hét stc nghiém trong. P&i v&i phd tong, cong xwdng robdt xay
ra vu tai nan nhw vay la chuyén ra't khong may. Pho tong dang mudn thic
day du an robdt. Ma cong xwdng robdt hoan toan ty dong do 1a bi€u twong
thanh tich nghién ciru. P& phé tong leo 1én chitc téng gidm ddc va nim
dwore toan quyén thi khdng the’ d€'lai vét nho nay.”

“Vi vay phai che gidu sy that?”

“MAat cong 1dm da’y.” Munakata néi. “Ban dau 12 bit miéng nhan chirng.
Véi tay cong nhan d6, chiing tdi néi rang hén cling c6 trach nhiém do chdm
tré bdo cdo hdng héc, nén hin ta chju nghe 1. Ngoai ra d& phong hé, phai
doi hin sang don vi khic. Sau dé bung bit cdc phong ban lién quan. Con



canh sat, sau khi biét s ¢6 do 106i van hanh, ho ciing khong diéu tra thém.
T6i da bao cdu r'oi, nhweng va't va d&€n mirc khong mudn lam thém Tan hai.”

Munakata bay ra vé mat nhv dang h'6i twdng nhirng va't va khi d6. Hay
c6 khi ga dang ty man tredc sy nhanh nhay ctda minh.

“Ma néi chung su tinh 1a vay.” Munakata hoi ha giong. “Cau t6t nha't
khong nén lam chuyén gi ngu xuan. Du 1a vi niém ki€u hanh cua dan ky
thuat di nra.”

Takuya khong tim ra losi nao dép lai nén chi ling yén. Munakata git gu,
khong bi€t ga coi sy im ldng nay la gi.

“Cau d6'c niém kiéu hanh vao nhirng nghién ctru mai thi hon. Qua da vé
tai nan d6 roi1.”

“Robot toi tao ra dé€u hoan hao.”

“Chiing van chi 1a nhitng khd1i thép. A cdi con robdt cau phat bi€u & hoi
thdo tén gi nhi?”

“Brutus.”

“A r. Ngay ca né ciing chi nhw thé thdi. Khong c6 trai tim.”

“Can gi phai c6 trdi tim!”

Takuya vira néi xong thi nghe thd’y ti€ng Hoshiko tr hanh lang. Lap tirc
Munakata doi sang vé mat mém mong.

HoOm do, trwede tién Hoshiko dan y t&i mot phong tranh & Ginza. Nang
mudn ki€m mot bire d€ treo trong phong. Hoshiko dy dinh trang tri lai hoan
toan can phong ctia Naoki. Nang ciling da thay gid’y dan twong.

“T6i mudn birc nao that kho hi€u.”

Khi Takuya hdi nang thich loai tranh nao, Hoshiko dép nhw vay.

“T6i muén mdt birc tranh nhin vao khéng bi€t dwoe né thude the€ loai gi,
ma cling khong th€ khen 1a dep. Birc nao nguwoi ta nhin vao 1ién nghi phai
tranh n61 dén nd.”

Hoshiko gidi thich trong lic di loanh quanh nhin ngim trong phong
tranh.

“Né&u vy, ai vao phong ti€u thw s& khd 18m. Bi cit bot chd dé néi
chuyén, ma con phai trdnh khong nhin vao tranh ntra.”

Takuya theo sau nang, vira lor dang nhin nhitng birc tranh treo trén twong
vira ndi. Y khong quan tim d&n hdi hoa. That khéng hi€u nhin may birc
tranh th& nay ngwoi ta tha’y vui thd chd nao.



“Muc dich la vdy ma. Gay strc ép cho d6i phwong. Nhw vay t6i cé theé
mao dau cau chuyén theo y thich.”

Nhin mili Hoshiko hoi phdp ph'ong, Takuya td vé than phuc: “Ra la vay.”
Y thyc sy than phuc. C6 gdi nay qua l1a con gdi ctia Nishina Toshiki.

Sau mot h'di phan van, Hoshiko quyét dinh mua mot biee tranh khong 10,
16n bang ctra s& phong Takuya. Qua nhién birc tranh thudc loai nhin vio
khong hi€u gi. Blrc tranh dwge chia thanh may mang mau khac nhau: nau
nhat, tring, dd, xanh 14 cay. Trong mdi mang lic nhiic nhirng thit chgng 10
la sinh vat hay khong. Ty mdi mang, nhitng thit 4y ¢6 dic trung riéng,
nhung Takuya hoan toan chg’lng hi€u y nghia la gi. Y cling khong rd chu dé
birc tranh. N&u cé ai bdo tranh vé chuyén dong cla ty th€ trong t& bao thi
chic y cling chap nhan.

“Birc tranh nay vé gi vay?” Khong nhin dwgc, Takuya thir hdi Hoshiko.

“Ai ma bi€t.” Nang dap than nhién.

Xong viéc & phong tranh, Hoshiko d€n mdt cra hiéu quén 4o trang strc
hang sang. Sau hai gio* din do, nang mua mot chiéc 4o 16ng. Takuya ngac
nhi€n khi Hoshiko khong h€ hoi y ki€n y mdt Tan trong sudt hai ti€ng.
Chgng cO 18y mot cau nhw la: “BO nay c6 hop khong?” Do viy Takuya
cing ch:fmg néi gi su6t hai gio dong h'6, chi ng'6i trén sofa trong goc cira
hang.

Ngbi d6, y khong nghi vé Hoshiko ma vé nhirng 1o’i Munakata vira noi.

Tai nan doé khong phdi do 16i ciia ngwro'i van hanh.

Pa c6 nhan ching trong vu do.

Viéc nay that kho tin. Nhung diéu dang ngac nhi€n hon la Naoki bi€t
chan twdng vu viéc. Néu vay tai sao ga lai di€u tra mot Tan nira?

That khong 1y giai dwoc. Takuya khong hi€u hanh dong cua Naoki.
Khong, ciu chuyén vira nghe van ¢6 di€m gi d6 khién y chwa thda man. La
gi vay nhi?

Y nghi ngoi nhu thé sudt hai ti€ng.

Sau khi roii ctra hang quéan 4o, hai ngwoi dung bira & nha hang ki€u Phap
bén canh. C6 vé day la quan quen cia Hoshiko, khi ho dang an gitra ching
thi bép tredng ra chao hdi. P6 1a modt ngwoi dan 6ng to béo, rat ra dang
dau b&p. Sau khi bay ra may mén ting kém?, dng ta ciing chao hdi
Takuya.



“Vi nay la th€ nao vai tieu thw vay?”

Ong quay sang hdi Hoshiko. Nang mim cwdi véi bép trudng roi dép.

“Thi thoang hen ho ciing dwgre chir.”

Pay la Tan dau Hoshiko gi¢i thiéu Takuya nhw vay.

Hoshiko vira thoiin thodt dung dao nia, vira k& nhitng mén d& té nang da
phai an khi du hoc My. Dwong nhw nang con kha cam thii, nén cau chuyén
mai khong hét. Nang néi mai cho t¢i khi diém tdm dwgc dwa ra. Takuya
can than khong ngit mach ciu chuyén. Y biét néu d€ diéu d6 xdy ra, nang
s& doi hon vO c& gitra chirng.

“A vu 4n ra sao roi nhi?” Ldc két thic bira dn, Hoshiko héi. “Cé vé chuwa
bi€t manh m&1i gi vé hung thu.”

“Khong r6 nwra... Viéc diéu tra hinh nhw gap nhi€u kho6 khan.”

“Ho méc mitu chuyén gi thi phai.”

“Pu th chuyén. C6 vé nhi€u hanh dong cia tredng phong ra't kho giai
thich.”

Pay la cam nhan cua Takuya chir khong phai y ki€n ctia canh sat. Y da 1o
miéng thot ra.

“Khé ly gidi? Hén c6 gidi giang nhw th&” dau.” Hoshiko gay git néi. “Hén
chi don gidn mudn chdng ddi nha Nishina thdi. Ngoai ra ch:flng cé gi ca.
DAu 6¢ rong tuéch.”

“Tiéu thrr vin nghiém khéc nhurr moi ngay.”

Takuya cwoi greong, nhung chot ngdm ra mot diéu. Sau khi nhan ching
dén gip Naoki V€ tai nan, vi sao gi lai 1ap tirc bdo cho Toshiki? Theo loi
Hoshiko, ga von c¢6 y d6 chong ddi gia dinh. Bén lic &y ma con cho
phwrong phép khéc thi chealng gidng cach lam cua Naoki.

Y nhén ra di€u lam minh ban khoén lic ndy chinh la di€m nay.

“Anh sao th€”? Ty nhién lai im ldng suy tu?”

Khi Takuya tinh trf thi thd'y Hoshiko dang trieng mét v&i minh.

“A khong c6 gi... Ching ta chuah bj di th6i?”

“Anh khong néi t6i ciing di. Ti€p theo td6i mudn di xem khuyén tai & ctra
hang Hanaya.”

Ho d&ng 1€n, nhanh chéng ra khai ctra.



“Hanaya” 1a mot hiéu trang strc noi ti€ng, quay mat ra dai 10 Ginza. Ctra
hang ciing ban quan do ki€u tdy hay cac loai tii xach, nhwng mat hang
chinh 1a trang strc hang hiéu nhap khau tw nhiéu nuworc.

Hoshiko budc vao clra hang r'o6i 1ap tic vao trong bét chuyén véi mot
ngwoi, ¢6 vé la 6ng chi. Takuya nghi nhitng mén d6 nay thit xa xi, ma
ding hon 1a ngu xuan. That chaalng hi€u bd ra ma’y tri€u yén d€ mua nhirng
thir v& van nay thi vui thd chd no.

Ciing nhw lic trede, Hoshiko ty minh chon khuyén tai. Takuya lai cam
tha’y bi€t on vi diéu nay.

Ciing nhwr ldc xem tranh, Takuya dwa mét nhin qua nhirng t kinh nim
san sat. Y hoi quan tdm hon so v&i ldc xem tranh vi gid ca cta ching. Chi
la m&y hon da ma gia t¢i mwoi tri€u yén, that ngu xuan.

Bdng Takuya dirng mét. Y nhin thd'y mdt chiéc cai 4o trang tri. C4nh hoa
mau vang, chinh gira c6 dinh kim cwong. Gidng hét cédi y tim ra trong
phong Yasuko.

Takuya nhin gia. 870.000 yén...

D&i véi cira hang nay thi khong phai qud dit. Tuy nhién ciling khdng phai
12 tht mot ni¥ nhan vién vin phong dé dang mua dworc.

“Anh dang ngan ngo’ nhin gi da’y?”

Dot nhién Hoshiko 1én ti€ng, lam Takuya gidt minh. Nang nhom vao ta
kinh ma Takuya dang nhin cham chi r6i néi: “La cai 40 cia hang Chaumet.
Cai nay c6 van deé gi u?”

“A khong c6 gi. Hang nay tén 12 Chaumet 22"

“Pung vdy. P6 1a nhan hang ¢6 lich st 1au doi nha't & Phap, Napoleon
cling rat yéu thich. Téi lai khong wng 1dm.” Hoshiko vd nhe vao ti kinh.
“N6i mdi nhé, h'6i di Phdp nam nay, hinh nhw papa c6 ghé CU’a hang
Chaumet thi phai. Ong &y mua cho t6i mdt chiéc vong c& trong chang hop
chut nao.”

“Pho tong &y a?” Takuya 1on giong. “That vay a?”

“That. Ma anh lam sao th&€? Di th6i. Ctra hang nay cling khong dworc.
Ch:flng c6 gi dang gid ca.”

Hoshiko ty minh 141 xe dwa Takuya vé tan nha. Nang c¢6 uong chut rwou
lic an t61, nén day la 1di xe trong tinh trang cé con. Cé vé nang khong bu'on
ban tam.



“Hoém nay cdm on anh nhé. T6i vui 14m.”

Hoshiko vira bé 1ai vira néi. Takuya hoi ngac nhién, nhin sang gwong
mat trong nghiéng ctia nang. Pay la Tan dau y dwo'c cdm on nhw vay.

Khi da d&n nha, Tan nay t&i lwgt Takuya cdm on. R6i y chiic nang ngt
ngon.

“Chtic anh nga ngon. A ma...”

Takuya dang dinh mé& ctra xe thi bi nang kéo lai. Hoshiko vong tay phai
qua c0'y, roi moi hai ngwoi cham vao nhau, ¢é chiit ndén néng. Bo' méi nang
mém mai nhung hoi thi€u sy ha'p dan ni tinh.

“Qua cho ngay hom nay.”

Khi ho rosi méi, Hoshiko mim cwoi. BO dang ¢6 chit ngai nguing. Takuya
nghi day 1a bi€u cam dep nha't ctia nang tw tredre toi gio.

“Vay chic tiéu thr nga ngon.” Takuya ndi.

“Vang, chic anh ngd ngon.”

Takuya xudng xe, nhung 1dp tirc quay lai héi: “A ma... Tiu thw biét
nhom mau cua phé tong khong?”

“Nhom mau &y a?” Nang nhun vai. “Sao anh lai mudn bi€t cai nay?”

“T6i c6 chit chuyén... Ti€u thw bi€t khong?”

“Ta’t nhién la bi€t. Nhém mau AB.”

“Nhém AB...”

“Lan toi, toi khong chdp nhan anh hdi nhitng cdu nhw vy sau khi hoén
dau.”

Hoshiko no6i roi dap ga that manh, phong xe di.

Takuya vé phong, dong ctra lai.

Ngay ldc d6, y bat cuoi. Thyc sy trong 1ong y dang dang 1én cam gidc
budn croi dé€n khong chiu noi.

Cai gi thé nay? Yasuko con quan hé v&i ca Nishina Toshiki. Cha dira bé
chinh 1a éng 1a...

“Cudi cung thi tdi cling hiéu roi, Yasuko. Ly do cd khdong mudn pha
thai.”

Ta't nhién la khong mudn. Vi c¢6 kha niang né 1a con cua Toshiki. N&u
ding viy, & s€ nhan dwoc trgr cAp nudi con xirng dang. N€u khéo 1éo, cb
khi con chui dwgc vao nha Nishina.



Takuya nho lai cau chuyén vién canh sat k&€ hom tredre. Cha Yasuko bi
b% nhi tdng tién, khién gia dinh tan nat. C6 1& Yasuko mudn tra thit bing
cach ding & vi tri ngwoece lai.

“Déanh bac. Pung la danh bac ma.”

Nhung Takuya chot nghi lai. C6 ding la danh bac khong? Toshiki c6
nhém mau AB con Yasuko nhém mau O. Du dira bé nhém méau A hay B, &
déu c6 th€ cai d6 chinh 1a con ctia Toshiki. Néu dira bé nhém mau O thi chi
can tong tién Takuya la dwore. Cudi cung dira bé nhém mau B.

Takuya lai bat ceoi. Khong ngor 1ai ¢6 chuyén nhw th&. Hashimoto va
Naoki déu c¢6 nhém méu A, nhung tr dau 4 da khong d€ tam dén hai nguoi
do.

Bon ho chét uong cong roi. Nghi dén do, Takuya lai cang thdy budn
Cuoi.

Tuy nhién...

Naoki c6 bi€t mdi quan hé gitra Toshiki va Yasuko hay khong? Takuya tw
chi€c cai 40 ma phat hién ra. C6 khi Naoki da bi€t chuyén.

Néu vay, sy tinh s& thay ddi. Naoki chic rat lo viéc c6 ké khac n&i doi
nha Nishina. G2 c6 muwu d6 chi€m doat gia tai, khi€n nha Nishina khuynh
gia bai san.

Ngoai ra con mot chuyén ntra. Naoki cam thu Toshiki. C6 1€ ga khong the
chiu dyng dwoc viéc chung dung mot & dan ba v&i Ong ta.

“That 12 14m chuyén.”

Takuya lan ra giwong, nhin tfdn nha 1am bam. L'an nay y khong con thay
bu'6n cwoi chit nao.
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Co tiéng go ctra. Sau mot chidt im 1ang, vang ti€ng néi: “Xin moi vao.”
b6 1a théi quen cua Ong.

Munakata chidm rdi day ctra. Toshiki dang doc sich bén kia ban. Ong
ngang mét 1€n, ca't cap kinh lao.

“Cau tim hiéu dwgc chwa?” Toshiki hoi v&i giong tram vang vong.

“Pworc roi a.” Munakata dap.

“La gi vay?”

“Nh6ém B.”



“B... bing la vy chir?”

“Con hoi ngudi quen 1am phéng vién. Chic khong sai dau.”

Toshiki nga ngwdi ra sau gh&, nhdm nghién mit. Ong im ling mot ldc.
Munakata ding d6, cho’ doi ménh 1énh ti€p theo.

“N6i cdch khdc...” vin nhim mit, Toshiki néi. “Kha niing cao... n6 la con
t61.”

“Dung hon, da reng la.”

Munakata néi vé&i giong déu déu khong ngir diéu. Toshiki mé mit, nhin
chdm cham con ré.

“Ping vdy.” Ong 1én tiéng v&i giong khoéng con cam xdc. “Vu 4n Tn
nay t6i ma't hai ngwoi con.”

“Pho tong da dinh nhin nudi dira bé a?”

“Néu n6 1a con trai.” Toshiki néi. “Ma n€u la con géi, to1 cling dinh sé
lam hét strc c6 th€. Vay nén t6i c6 bao Yasuko 1a n€u c6 thai thi phai bdo
ngay lap tic.”

“Cé khi co ta ciing khong ddm chic d6 1a con phé tdng. Con nghi co ta
dinh sinh con, bi€t nhém mau dira bé r'6i thong bdo sau.”

“Né&u nhém mau khong khop thi ¢b ta dinh thé nao?”

“Trwdng hop d6, chic co ta s& dira dim vao ngudi dan 6ng khéic. Vu nay
cO ta nhw dang danh cworc.”

“Co6 1€ vay. Nhung mot cd gai dinh danh cwgrc nhw the’, khdong the nao lai
tw sat.”

“Ping nhw pho tong néi.”

“Qua that co ta c6 lién quan d&n chudi 4n mang lién hoan nay a?”

C6 1y do d& Toshiki néi “qua that”. Chinh Yasuko néi v&i 6ng rang Naoki
d3 hen & ta & Osaka vao ngay xay ra vu 4n. Ong di tra hoi Yasuko vi 4 ta
nghi lam hom Naoki bi gi€t, cudi cung 4 phai khai ra. Tuy nhién Yasuko
khiing khiing minh khong hé lién quan t&i vu dn. A néi da cho ca budi t6i &
quén ca phé Naoki chi dinh.

Munakata da t&i tin Osaka d€ xac minh thong tin. Khi ga do hodi & quan
ca phé Biidoro du¢i tAng hdm ga Shin-Osaka, qua ¢c6 mét nir khach hang
gidng & vao hom xay ra vu an.

Theo 101 Yasuko, Naoki mudn gép d€ néi vé chuyén gitra & va Toshiki.
Naoki da biét quan hé gitra hai nguoi.



Toshiki nhin Munakata.

“Xung quanh Yasuko khong c6 cdi gi ti€t 10 than phéan cua t6i chk?”

“Bay gio’ vin On, nhirng c6 mot thir khdng hay 1dm.

La chiéc cai 40 Chaumet. Phé tong ddng 1& nén giti qua bang tién mit thi
hon.”

“Cai do a.” Toshiki t6 vé mét méi. “Panh chiu thoéi. Cau ti€p tuc thu thap
thong tin di. Nhwng khong dwoe d€'16 tén t6i.”

“Con hi€u roi.”

“Ma con vu tai nan thi sao? Suenaga dong y chwa?”

“Vang. Pa thuy€t phuc dwoc ciu ta roi.”

“Neéu vay thi tot. Cau ta kha lanh lgii, nhung n€u suy nghi 1éch lac thi
phién 1im.”

No6i roi Toshiki pha't tay, ra hi€u cho Munakata ra ngoai.

8

Khéi tring bay 1én tran nha 14m lem. La khéi thudc Taniguchi pha ra.
Pay d6 trong phong, nhiéu ngwoi dang hit thudc, vi vdy khong khi duc
ngau.

Cian phong yén lang ngdt ngat, nong nyc bat thwong. Nhwng khong ai
roi di. Chdc chdc lai ¢6 nguwoi g6 cde cde 1én mét ban.

Bong ¢ ti€ng mé cra. Moi ngwdi ciing nhin theo. Nguwedi méi bwdce vao
la vién canh sat tré vira di vé sinh. Dau d6 vang Ién ti€ng thé dai. Vién canh
sat tré quay lai ban minh v&i vé ho1i 10i.

Sayama ngdi chéo tre¢c mit Taniguchi, nhin chim chim méng tay
minh. N6 da moc kha dai lic nao khong hay. Anh khong nhé Ian cu6i minh
cit méng tay 1a khi nio.

C6 tiéng chan ngoai hanh lang. Budc chan thodn thodt. Sayama nghi
bung, cuoi cung ciing dén roi.

Shindo mé toang ctra, budc vao phong. Ciu ta khdong nhin xung quanh,
budc thang t&i chd Taniguchi, dit tap tai liéu trong phong.

“Tim thdy len ctru mau xanh. Thém cd nam cong téc ntra, d€u trung
khdp v&i miu cta Nishina Naoki.”

Ca doi diéu tra "6 1én vui mung.



D6 1a két qua gidm dinh vira ra ngay hom nay, vé chiéc xe & xudng gb
Yamanaka. Lo Shindo vira néi chieng thwe cho gia thuy€t ciia Sayama.

Taniguchi gat gt doc bdo cdo. R'6i 6ng nhin 1én Sayama, mim cuoi.

“Vé mat cdu nhw mudn bao moi ngwoi thdy chiwra &y nhi?”

“Thyc tinh tdi vui 1dm. Gia thuy&t dwoc xdc nhdn 13 ding, t't nhién rat
sung swong.” Sayama cuoi.

Chiéc bang den dwoc dwa ra, Taniguchi ditng ngay phia trege. Ong viét
may chir cach I€ trai mot chit: Osaka - Toyohashi - Tokyo. Sau d6 6ng vira
tong hop vira giai thich nhirng thong tin bi€t dwoec cho dén gio. Phia dudi
Osaka, Taniguchi viét cht Nishina, phia dwdi Tokyo 1a chit Hashimoto.

“Hién tai ching ta c6 th€ suy doan la Nishina da cing dong bon Ién k&
hoach sat hai ai d6. Viéc hin chuah bj chiéc van hay tao chitng ctt ngoai
pham khong ty nhién cling vi myc dich nay.”

“Chiéc van & Toyohashi c6 dé bj 18y di khong nhi?”

Mot vién canh sat héi. Taniguchi 14p tic tra 1o7.

“Né&u cau dang nghi ctra xe bj khéa hay kho 18y dwge chia thi khong sao
ca. Chia khéa du phong dwoc c& dinh bing dinh §c phia sau thanh chén xe.
Nén néu la ngwoi quen thi khong ¢6 gi kho khan.”

Tat nhién Naoki cling bi€t ro di€u nay.

Taniguchi ti€p tuc.

“Ho 1ap k& hoach nhw vy, nhung két cuc ngwoi bi sat hai 1a Nishina
Naoki. C6 1€ 1a do dong pham phén boi. Sau d6 van nhw k& hoach Nishina
d€ ra, xac chét dugee dua tor Osaka vé Tokyo. Van dé & céi ké hoach nay.
Ti€p theo Sayama s€ gidi thich.”

Téi lwot Sayama ding 1én. Sau khi nhin quanh phong hop, anh bit dau
noi.

“Nishina Naoki ¢6"y tao chirng cr ngoai pham t&i 6 gio tdi hom d6. Viéc
hin doi chon phong khach san ciing d€ tao 4n twong cho tiép tin. Ngoai ra,
hin dan dyng d&€ ban minh goi t&i khach san lic 10 gio t87. Néi cdch khéc,
gitra 6 gior va 10 gior, Naoki dinh lam gi d6. Viéc d6 chinh la sat hai mot
ngudi, roi chd xdc tdi vi tri dinh trede. Vi vay hin dung chiéc van cho
viéc chuyén chd. Tam goi dia diém Nishina mu6n chd xac dén la di€m A.
Sau d6 Nishina s€ dung tau di€n hay gi d6 quay lai Osaka. D'ong pham sé
chd cdi xac tr di€m A t&i di€m B - Kha nang cao di€m B chinh 1a Atsugi.



Sau khi ché xac dén do, tay dong pham quay lai. Cudi cung, mot t€n dong
pham khéc ché xac tir Atsugi toi Tokyo.

“D'dng pham cud1 cung chinh 1a Hashimoto.” Taniguchi n6i xen vao.

Sayama gat dau roi ti€p tuc.

“Két cuc la Nishina bi sat hai, cdi xdc dwgc dwa toi Tokyo. C6 1€ trong
hai t€n d6ng pham c6 ké phan bdi.”

“Co thong tin gi vE ké Nishina dinh sét hai, hay dong pham con lai ngoai
Hashimoto khong?”

Mot canh sat thude s Komae 1én ti€ng.

“Pdng tiéc moi thit t6i vira ndi van chi 1a suy dodn, chwa c¢6 chirng ct
xac thyc. Tuy nhién dya theo suy luan nay, c6 th€ thu hep dwo'c pham vi.”

No6i r'6i Sayama quay lai tAm bang den. “Ké dong pham nay cling phai
tao chirng cit ngoai pham cho t&i khi nhan xdc & di€ém A. VAy hin phii &
gan di€ém A. Nishina Naoki dinh chd xac toi di€m A r'oi quay lai trong
khoang thoi gian twr 6 gior toi 10 gior t&i. Néu xét khoang cach, di€m thich
hop nha't 1a Nagoya.”

C6 1y do d€ Sayama dé xud't Nagoya. Vi anh van nghi ngo Suenaga. That
ra giét nguoi & Osaka, dwa dé€n Nagoya roi quay vé trong bon ti€ng dong
h6 thi khd khé khan. Sayama nghi c6 1€ Nishina Naoki da tinh toan thoi
gian sai khi 14p k& hoach. Taniguchi khong hé néi gi, chim chii 1ang nghe.

“Vay hdom d6 ngwoi nao ¢ mit & Nagoya thi dang nghi nhi.” Vién canh
sat s& Komae gat dau voi 1o gidi thich cia Sayama. “Chiing ta ¢6 thé thu
hep dwoc hung thu sat hai Naoki nhw vy khong?”

“Hién tai thi khong.” Sayama dap.

“C6 khi nao d6 1a Amamiya Yasuko khong s€p?” Cau hodi nay hwdng dén
Taniguchi.

“Cling ¢6 kha ndng.” Taniguchi trd 1¢i, van ngdi yén. “Co ta nghi lam
ngay hom d6 ma. Tuy nhién ciing c6 y ki€n rang sttc ciia mot cd gai khong
the gi€t Naoki dwoc.”

Moi ngwoi cung gat dau.

Sau d6 Taniguchi ditng 1én. Ong nhin quanh phong hop.

“Nhitng gi chiing ta n6i hdm nay diu sao ciing chi 1a gia thi€t. Chwa biét
c6 chinh x4c hay khong, van cin suy nghi cic kha ning khic. Nhung chic
chéin 12 c6 ai d6 da st dung chiéc van & xudng g6 Yamanaka d€ ché x4c.



Hon ntra kha nidng cao l1a vao dém khuya. Nhung ngwoi nay sau dé sé hanh
dong th& nao? Dung xe khac d€ quay lai Tokyo? Cho dén sang roi di tau
vé? Hay dung phwong tién giao thong nao khac? N&u diéu tra theo hwdng
nay, chic s& ra manh m&i gi d6.”

Sayama thady suy nghi nay kha thd vi. Néiu la Suenaga thi thé’ nao nhi? Y
can phdi quay lai Nagoya. Ma con... Ding roi, y ¢é yéu cau goi bao thirc
lic 7 gio sdng.

Vay la diing taxi sao...

Sayama chot nhé 1ai khung canh trede ga Toyohashi.
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Mot tay cam Ong hinh try, tay kia lu6n mdt que tron vao dng. Puwong
kinh trong cua 0ng khong phai mot tram milimét, ma chi cé vai chuc
micromét. Pwong kinh ngoai cua que tron ciling chi x&p xi may chuc
micromét, 1am bang dong mém.

Con nguei khé lam dwge viéc nay. Néu cir ¢d nhét vao cé th€ diy dong
s€ bi ket, khong nhic nhich dwoc nwra.

Nhung Brutus lai dé dang thwc hién thao t4c nay.

Trén d4u ngén tay Brutus c6 gdn cdm ng d€ thu thap thong tin. Canh tay
ctr dong mém déo va thanh thuc.

Brutus dwng lai ngay khi hoan thanh c6ng viéc. N6 hoan toan nguwng
chuyén dong.

Xem di, dworng nhién la viy roi...

Nhin 1én con r6b6t dirng yén khdng nhic nhich ta mdt ngwoi hdu trung
thanh, Takuya git gi man nguyén. Th& r6i y nh& t&i chuyén Munakata k&
hém tredre. Vu tai nan &y chic 1a ngoai 1€ hi€m hoi. R6bo6t lic nao cliing
trung thanh v&i con nguoi.

Luc Takuya dang nghi ngoii nhw vdy trong phong thyc nghiém, bdng cé
ngwoi budc vao. B6 1a Tadokoro, cuing phong v&i Takuya, vao sau y mot
nam. Takuya goi cau ta lai.

“C6 chuyén gi bi mat vay?”

Tadokoro kéo gh€¢” dén bén Takuya roi ng6i xuéng. Theo y danh gia, cau
ta c6 hoc lgc cao nhwng ngheo tinh sdng tao. Tadokoro k&t hon ba ndm
tredre, sau d6 chi toan cham lo cho gia dinh.



“T61 mudn hdi vai chuyén veé tai nan ciia robot Naomi.”

Takuya vira néi dit cau, méit Tadokoro 1ién tré 1én u am. C6 vé céu ta
khdng mudn nhéc lai chuyén nay.

“Cau l1a ngroi ddm nhiém 1ap trinh cho con robdt d6 thi phai?”

“Vang?” Anh mét cdu ta td v& canh gidc.

“Sau tai nan, cdu c6 phai cung cap thong tin cho cac bén khong?”

“Vang. Vi du nhu phong an toan lao dong. Anh Suenaga ciing bi€t 10
ma?”

Giong diéu cta Tadokoro nhw mu6n hdi sao bay gio’ Takuya lai mudn
tim hiéu chuyén do.

“Luc d6 cau c6 bi phong k& hoach phat tri€n goi khong?”

“Phong k& hoach phat trien?” Tadokoro t6 vé khé hieu. “Khoéng, khong
co.”

“Vay a..”

Tai nan cia Naomi 1a do 16i 14p trinh. N&u Naoki biét sy thirc nay, déng
1€ phai hdi chuyén Tadokoro mot I'an chir.

“Sau tai nan thi phan mém do thé’ nao? C6 con duegrc dung khong?”

“Khong. Ki€u cii r6i ma. Naomi la con rob6t cudi cung dung dén nd.
Ngoai ra, phan mém ay khong dwoc dung & noi nao khac.”

Nhw vay thi sau tai nan khong can 1én It stra lai phan mém 14p trinh &
nhtrng r6bot cung loai.

“Sao anh lai hdi chuyén nay?” Tadokoro héi ngwore lai. Cau ta ngor vuc
cling dé hiéu.

“Khong c6 gi. To6i can tim hi€u chit vé tai nan robdt. Khong c6 gi to tat
ca.”

Takuya néi cdm on. Tadokoro ciing ding day, nhung gwong mat cé chit
dén do.

“A, sau tai nan mot thoi gian, tredng phong Nishina c¢6 ghé day ddy.”
Tadokoro nhin Takuya roi noi.

“Trwdng phong &y a? Vi tai nan d6 uw?”

“Khong, khong phéi. Ciling gidng anh Suenaga bay gio, tredng phong
noi 1a mudn tim hi€u tai nan robot.”

“Anh ta héi ciu cdi gi?”



“Ciling khong ¢6 gi quan trong. Anh ta hdi né€u cé ngwoi dung robot lai
trong mot ldc, roi diéu khién bing tay cho robdt ctr dong thi cé d€ lai dau
v&t khong. Y anh ta 1a sau nay c6 ki€m tra dwoe trinh ty thao tdc cia cong
nhan khong. Tdi trd 1¢i 14 ¢6 thé néu 1&p man hinh theo ddi. Nhung nhitng
robot hién tai khong dwore trang bi nhw vay.”

Takuya thdy cau hoi nay that la luing. Khong hi€u vi sao Naoki mudn
bi€t chuyén do.

“Anh ta kha ranh rdi, nén mudn nghién ctru cdch phong trdnh tai nan gi
d6 cling nén.” Tadokoro go vao than Brutus réi roi di.

Cau hoi lg lung thdt...

Ngay cé sau khi Tadokoro di khua't, Takuya vin ddm chiéu suy nghi. Y
khong 1y gidi dwoc nhiéu chi tiét trong hanh dong ctia Naoki. Y vira cén
méng tay ngén cdi vira sap x&p lai thong tin trong dau.

Ban dau Naoki dy dinh d€ nhan vat D tham gia vao k& hoach sét hai
Yasuko. Ga c& tinh che gid'u sy ¢6 mit ctia D v&i Takuya.

Naoki bié€t r6 chan twdng vu tai nan Naomi. Ga tiét 10 thong tin vE nhan
chirng cho Toshiki. Naoki lu6n mu6n tra thu Toshiki, sao Tan nay lai gidp
do ong ta?

Vi sao Naoki phai tim hi€u lai vé vu tai nan?

Va cudi cung...

“Piéu khién bang tay?”

Takuya mé to mét, ndm chiit tay. Dwong nhw c6 gi ludt qua dau y. Tam
tri y bi chi ph6i bdi mdt suy nghi trede gior khong tedng trong ra.

Néu vgy, moi bi an déu da sang to...
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Munakata kh€ ho r'6i li€m moi.

“Ludc ndy canh sat dén tim con.”

Toshiki ngang d4u, bd chiéc but may dang cAm xudng. D6 12 tw the” sdn
sang nghe chuyén.

“Ho mudn xdc nhin chirng cir ngoai pham trong ngay Naoki bi sét hai.
Hom d6 con t¢i cong xwdng Yokosuka.”

“Budi tdi cau ¢ cung tdi ma?”



“Véang. Nhung giong diéu cia ho nhw the chirng ¢ budi td1 khong cé gia
tri gi. C6 vé canh sét cho ring ké giét ngwdi va k& van chuyén céi xdc 14 hai
ngwoi khac nhau.”

“Hwm” Toshiki v&i tay toi hop xi ga thay tinh. “Dam d6 nghi ra nhiéu
thtr nhi.”

“Cong viéc cua ho ma.”

Munakata cam bat Itra cham thud'c cho Toshiki. Toshiki khong thich néi
chuyén ldc rit hoi thudc dau tién. Sau khi thdy dng thé ra khéi tring,
Munakata moi 1én ti€ng.

“Con mdt chuyén quan trong ntra.”

“Gi vay?”

“Sau khi Naoki bj gi€t, nha Yamanaka & Toyohashi c6 li€n lac may Tan.
Ho béo céanh sat ¢6 toi d6.”

“Pwong nhién ho sé t&i roi.” Toshiki khong 13y 1am la lung.

“Vang, canh sat chu y&u hoi vé thoi nién thi€u cia Naoki. Nhwng hom
trede ¢6 mot chuyén ky la.”

“Chuyén ky 1a?”

“Vang. Canh sat diéu tra chi€c xe cii trong gara ciia xwdng Yamanaka.”

“Xe gi co?”’

“Con khong biét cu theé. Nhung cé vé chi€c xe d6 duwoe dung d€ chd xac
Naoki.”

“That 4?” Toshiki tron tron mét.

“N6i cach khac, Naoki da twy minh chuan bi xe chd cai xac.”

“Naoki? Sao lai nhw vay?”

“Van chwa ro canh sdt nghi thé ndo. Nhung ching ta nén tinh t&i tinh
hudng xdu nhat.”

“Tinh hudng xau nhat... Co6 gi d6 khong hay a?”

Munakata khong 1ap tic trd 10i. Ga ho mot ti€ng.

“Naoki goi Amamiya Yasuko t&i Osaka, néi 1a d€ ban vé pho tong. C6
khi nao ciu ta biét vé dira bé?

“Khong ro ntra. C6 thé' nd c6 bi€t.” Toshiki ddp cut lan.

“Né€u cau ta bi€t thi c6 the€ s€ nghi c6 Amamiya Yasuko la tré ngai cho
minh.”



“Ha.” Mit Toshiki 16e 1én. “Cau mudn néi gi?”

Munakata van ti€p tuc v&i thai dd vo cam.

“Naoki goi cO6 Amamiya Yasuko t&i Osaka. Trwde d6 lai chuan bi xe d€
van chuyén cdi gi d6.”

“Y cAu mudn néi Naoki dinh sét hai Yasuko a2 R6i sau dé dung 6 t6 d¢
cho xac?”

“Chic Naoki ¢6 dong pham nwa. Ké do lgi dung k& hoach sat hai c6
Amamiya Yasuko d€ gi€t Naoki.”

“Nham nhi.” Toshiki nha khéi thudc ra nhw th€ muén ap ché& nhirng loi
vira r'oi cia Munakata. Ong dui di€u xi ga con khd dai vao gat tan. “Lai c6
chuyén vO 1y vay sao?”

“P¢ cling chi 1a phdng dodn cuia con. Cling ¢6 th€ khdng ding. Tam thoi
pho tong clr tham khdo.”

Munakata cui chao, chuan bi ra khoi phong. Tuy nhién ga chwa kip quay
g6t thi Toshiki 1€n ti€ng.

“Poi dd. Phia canh sat ndm dwoc d&n dau roi?”

“Con khong ro. Ho hoan toan chwa bi€t chuyén gitra pho tong va Yasuko.
Tuy nhién sau khi tim ra chiéc van d6, ho chic s& nghi ring Naoki khong
hoan toan la ngwoi bi hai trong vu viée.”

“Vay khoéng hay r6i.” Toshiki néi. “Ching ta phai lam gi d6. Néu mét
ngwoi cia nha Nishina cé lién quan t&i k& hoach giét ngwoi, cong sirc xay
dyng Cong nghiép nang MM va danh ti€ng nha Nishina sé bj anh hwdng.”

“Ngoai ra con chuyén nay nwa.”

“Con gi nira vay?” Toshiki khé chiu ra mat.

“Theo cach néi ctia canh sat, nguoi st dung chiéc xe & Toyohashi phéi &
gan khu d6 vao hom xdy ra 4n mang. Nhw vy Suenaga ddang ngo’ nhat.”

“Suenaga a...”

Toshiki nhin mit, nhin ra cira s6 mot ldc. Sau d6, van trong tw the Ay,
ong ra lénh cho Munakata.

“Khong con céch nao khdc. Virt bd cau ta thdi, cit dirt hoan toan quan hé
gitra ciu ta v&i Hoshiko.”

Munakata cui dau [an nwra, td vé da hi€u.

“Phai 1am lai moi tht r'6i. Can can nhic ngudi thira k& nira.” Toshiki thé
dai.



“Ph¢ tong thdy nhén nubi cdu nhé ¢ Yokohama thé’ nao?”

“U, diing r'6i. Thé ciing dworc. Thing bé nim nay hoc 16p Biy. Gan day
toi c6 gap, trong khé sang sta.”

Toshiki 1énh cho Munakata chuan bi moi th ¢an thiét.
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Gorou dung hai tay 6m go61, vui mat vao trong d6. Lung anh ta 1€n xudng
phap phong.

Yumie dit tay 1&n vai Gorou. Anh ta ddy md hoi, ching td di c& ging
hét sitc. C4 ngurdi néng riee, nhwr the m'd hdi sip bdc hoi 1én khdng trung.

“Khong sao dau.” Yumie thi tham sau lwng Gorou. “Péi khi cling xay ra
chuyén nhw vy ma.”

Nhung Gorou khong néi 1oi nao, ciing khong doi tw th€”. Yumie khé ctr
dong, ap sat ma vao lung anh ta.

Yumie nghe phiang pha't mui diu mdy. Liic ndy Gorou da di tim, nhung
do luén loay hoay lam viéc v&i mdy moéc twe ldc t6t nghiép cdp ba, mui
hwong nay c6 1€ da ngd'm vao ngwoi anh ta.

Gorou lam bam gi do.

Anh ta vin 4p miéng vao gdi nén khong nghe ra ttr nglr gi. Yumie hoi
ngwdce 1€n, hoi: “Sao vay?”

“Xin 16i.” Gorou ngang mit 1én khéi gdi. “Budn cwoi that day.”

“C6 gi budn cuwoi ddu.” Yumie ddp. “Em doc sach, thd’y ho viét doi khi
van xay ra chuyén nay. Khi tim trang thay doi thi s€ 6n cd. Nén anh dung
lo.”

Gorou budng gd1, lai 6m 12y dau minh. Anh ta gai gai mai téc bu xu.

“Xin 16i em.” Gorou lai thi tham.

“Anh dirng xin 10i ntra.”

Yumie cham mdi 1€n lwng anh ta, r6i cham chdm nh&m mét.

Pém nay, sau bira t6i, Gorou dé nghi hai ngwoi cung t&i khach san. Lic
&y Yumie nguwdce 1én nhin anh ta.

“A ma thoi.” Gorou dwa tay co miii. “Anh néi linh tinh r'éi. Xin 15i nhé.”

Yumie nhin xudng ban, suy nghi. C6 can mdt chut quy€t tam, nhung
cling cdm thdy d&n ldc bit dau lai dwoc roi. Vi thé, Yumie da trd 15i:
“Duoc thoi.”



Gorou nhu ngrng thé. R6i anh ta thd ra chadm rai, hoi lai: “Khong sao
chi?”

Yumie li€én git dau.

Nhurng T4n “bét d4u lai” clia hai ngudi khong dwoc sudn sé 1dm. Tir lic
thay quén 4o 1én giwong, cai &y ciia Gorou khong mot Tan cieng 1én. Gorou
da thé hong hoc, ha hit ¢ Yumie, s& nhe bau ngwe khong to 1dm cta co.
Anh ta ciling s& vao chd d6 ctia Yumie. Dau thé&, Gorou van khong cwong
cirng dworc.

Yumie da th veon tay ra. Cai d6 cia Gorou nhd nhw cua dira hoc sinh,
mém nhw thanh keo déo. Khi Yumie cham vao, né ciing phan &ng doi chuit.
Vi vay Gorou khap kh&i hy vong, nhwng né lai 14p tic quay lai trang thai
ban dau. Anh ta c6 vé da bd cudc, quay sang dung mi€ng au y&€m Yumie.
C6 ben noéi: “Khong sao dau.” Yumie khong mudn dém nay tré thanh sy
cdng hi€én don phrong tir mot phia nao ca.

Loi Yumie ¢6 khi da lam ton thwong Gorou. Ngay 14p tic, anh ta 6m
chét goi, guc dau sang hwedng khac.

“Nay, Yumie.”

Gorou cho't cat tié€ng. Yumie lién mé& mét: “Gi co'?” “Yuuji... Khong gip
chuyén nay a?”

Yumie im ling. Gorou lai néi: “Xin 16i. Anh khong dinh nhéic dén ciu ta.
Khong bi€t bi lam sao nwa.”

“C6 mot Ian thoi.”

Khi Yumie néi vy, ddi vai Gorou giat bin. “D6 1a Tan dau tién. Anh Ay
trong day tw tin, vdy ma lic can thi€t lai khong lam dworc. Lic dé ching em
ngd lai trén giwdng khach san. Nam khda than 6m nhau t&i binh minh...
R'61 sang hom sau, anh &y lam dwoc.”

“T&i tdn sang a?”

“Piing th&". Nén anh ngt chiit di, chic s& &n thoi.”

“Nhung anh khong thé€ ngd dwoc.” Gorou quay nguoi vé phia Yumie.
Miét anh ta d6 ngiu. “Ntra dém nay, anh cé viéc phdi d&én khu thuc
nghiém.”

“Ntra dém? Sao lai gd'p the?”

“U.” Gorou git dau. “Thé& nao ciing phai di.”

“The& a.”



“Nhung van con chiit thoi gian. Cho t¢i lde d6, d€ anh 6m Yumie nhé.”

Céanh tay Gorou bao quanh ¢0 va tdm lwng Yumie. C6 guc mét vao nguc
anh, nhim mét lai.
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10 gio t&i. Sayama va Shindo dang & Toyohashi. Ho nhin dwore thong tin
¢6 hanh khach nam di taxi tw ga Toyohashi t&i Nagoya vao sang s¢'m ngay
11 thang 11, tirc budi sang ngay sau hom Naoki bj st hai.

Tén coOng ty taxi l1a Giao thong Toyokita. Sayama va Shindo ngoi trong
van phong, doi tai x& chd hanh khach nam &y quay vé. Nghe néi nguoi tai
x€& d6 hién dang di ra ban dao Atsumi.

“Chaalng bi€t 6ng ta con nhd khong? Ciing da gan mot thang r'6i.” Shindo
ho' tay trwde 10 swdi hinh tron, c¢6 vé lo l1dng.

“Chi ¢6 cach ciu nguyén théi. Ngwoi trong nghé nay thwong nhd mat
khdch. Khong thé coi thwong ky trc, chic hy vong dworc.”

“Ping vay. Em cling cdu nguyén day.” R'6i Shindo ti€p tuc héi. “Tw ga
Toyohashi vé Nagoya... The"la Suenaga a?”

“Co 1é vay. Chico the'lay.”

Noi thzzmg ra, Sayama thyc sy dang danh cwoc vao 1o khai cia Ong tai
x& taxi. Tw khi phat hién chié€c van clia xwdng gd Yamanaka dwgc dung d€
van chuyén cdi xac, vi€c diéu tra ra't sudn sé. Nhuwng sau d6 doi di€u tra lai
dam d4u vao twong. Dic biét 1a danh tinh ké da tryc tiép sat hai Naoki. Van
chiing c6 manh mdi gi ca. Ho dang ra sodt ching c ngoai pham cia cdc
bén lién quan. Nhwng van chwa phét hién dwge gi. Hon nita ciing khong
bi€t nén mé& rong pham vi di€u tra t&i mic nao.

Ciing c6 khi hung thii la ngwo'i & ché khdc...

Bat hoa trong nha Nishina, cdi thai cda Amamiya Yasuko, qué trinh
tredng thanh cda Naoki... Dwong nhw con tinh ti€t nao khac ngoai may
chuyén nay.

Sayama dinh s€ tim hi€u sau khi da diéu tra rd rang vé Suenaga.

“Gi6 noi 1én r'6i nhi.”

Shindo vira cha xat hai tay vira n6i. Ngoai ctra sO, vai manh gid’y vun bay
pha't phor. Moi khi ¢6 tai x& dong hay mé cra vin phong, gi6 lanh budt gid
lai ia dén bén chan ho.



“Sang thang 12 r6i, cdu mdc com &€ mong vay thi lanh la tdt nhién.
Nhirng lic thé nay cling khong can khoe strc tré dau.”

Nhin Shindo run ray co rim, Sayama cwoi kho. Ban than anh da khoac
40 &m chuah bi san.

“Khong phai em méc com 1€ d€ khoe mé dau. Pon gidn 1a khong cé tién
mua do khodc. Giai quyét xong vu nay, hay 1a t&i tiém d6 cii nhi.”

Néi roi Shindo hit xi hoiam 1.

Nhan vién vin phong cia cong ty taxi chic da nghe dwoc mau doi thoai
dé, béen mang t&i 4o khodc chdng lanh. D6 1a loai jacket mau nau nhat ¢6 c6
4o 16ng. Khong the' néi 1a hop thoi trang, nhwng khd 4m ap.

“May qud. Thé& nay thi cé the’ thong tha ng'6i doi.”

Trum 4o khodac tredc ngwoi, Shindo cwoi nhe rang, trong nhir mot con
Daruma®! @6 choi tron vo.

“Mat hét hinh twong cta anh chang hao hoa trong ddi quan Taniguchi.”

“Anh n6i gi cling dwge. Con t6t hon bj cam nhiéu.”

“Cau nhu vay trong hét may 6ng chu ngoai ndm mwoi day.”

Sayama cwoi thanh ti€ng, nhwng chot im bit. Tw ddng vé ctia Shindo va
loi minh vira néi, anh chot lién twdng d&€n mét diéu.

“Nay Shindo. Vu di€u tra ngwoi khach mua bit may toi dau r6i?”

“Chaalng ra sao ca. Sau d6 khong c6 ti€n trieh gi.”

“Nhéan ching néi dé 1a mot 6ng chi trung nién, deo kinh gong vang va
mac 4o jacket?”

“Vang.”

“Con loi khai kia? Ga thanh nién mua bit may & Hachioji &y.”

“Kha ning lién quan t&i vu 4n khdng cao. Chic moi ngudi ciing khong
diéu tra ky lwong. Sao ty nhién anh lai héi chuyén nay?”

“A khong.” Sayama nhin ra khung canh ngoai ctra s, suy ngdm mot Ivic
roi néi. “Cé khi hai ngeoi &y 1a mot khong?”

“Clung mot ngwoi? Ga mic 4o jacket voi tay thanh nién doi mi béo
hiém?”

“T6i ¢6 chit ngor vec.” Sayama néi. “Theo suy doan hién tai, vu an
Naoki do ba ké thong dong sat hai va van chuyén cdi xdc. Néu Hashimoto
bi mdt dong pham phan bdi va gi€t chét, hung thi can thanh todn ludn



ngudi con lai chiz. N&u vay héin sé phai mua hai chiéc bit mdy, gtti cho hai
tén kia. K&t cuc chi ¢c6 Hashimoto chét.”

“N6i m&i nhd, gd mic 4o jacket mua dé&n hai lo muc xanh. C6 khi hén
mua but mdy & hai ctra hang khac nhau vi s¢ bi d€'y.”

“Co6 bé hoc 16p Muei nghi g mac do jacket 1a 6ng chd trung nién, c6 the
don gidn do quAn 4o va cip kinh ma thdi. C6 khi hén ta kh4 tré tudi.”

“Y anh 12 hin héa trang w?”

Shindo ¢6 vé chwa bj thuy€&t phuc. Nhung céu ta nhw swc nho ra diéu gi,
ben a 1én.

“Anh Sayama a. C6 khi nao 4o jacket chinh 1a dong phuc lao dong cta
cong nhan Cong nghi€p nang MM khong? Con cdp kinh gong vang, c6 khi
12 kinh bao ho lao ddng ctia cong tredng 14p rdp.”

Sayama ba't gidc hit siu. R'i anh vira thé hit ra, vira néi.

“MOot cong nhan tré w?”

“Chéc vay roi. N&u the’, hin c6 thé d& dang 1én vao nha kho xwdéng nhiét
luyén d€'18y kali xyanua.”

Bo6p. Sayama dap vao ddu gdi minh. Pén gio ho vin chwa tim ra nhéin
vat trung khép nhw vdy. Ngay mai, anh c¢an tim hi€u nhirng cong nhan tré
tudi xung quanh Naoki.

“Moi chuyén tré¢ nén tha vi roi.”

Sayama cam tha’y tinh than chi€n da'u lai trao dang.

%

10 gior 40 phit tdi, nhan vat ho dang doi da quay veé. P6 1a mot ngwoi
dan 6ng ngoai bon muoi, tén Kawada. Pau cit hii cua, gwong mit géc
canh nhw hinh nhin dwoc cham tr& bing gd. Sayama cam thdy diy la
nguoi ti t€, ¢ the tin twdng.

Kawada udng hét mot co'c tra roi qua chd Sayama va Shindo dang ngdi.

Piéu tién, Shindo xdc nhan lai thdng tin. C4u ta hdi bac tai ¢6 nho rﬁng
hom &y da chéd mét hanh khach nhw trong ghi chép khong. Kawada tra 1o
1a c6.

“T6i van con nh¢ chuyén hom 4y, Lic d6 t0i dang ddnh mot gid'c triede
ga Toyohashi, vi gio @6 thwong it khach 1dm. Chot c6 ti€ng ai gd vao kinh
tredc xe, lam t6i giat minh choang tinh.”



“Hinh nhw vi khach d6 di t&i Nagoya?”” Shindo hoi.

“Vang. Anh ta muén dé&n ga Nagoya. Nén t6i nghi chéic 1a anh ta mudn
1én chuyén tau sm nhat xua't phat tw ga d6.”

“Lic trén xe, hai nguoi ¢6 tro chuyén gi khong?”

“Khong. T6i nhé hinh nhw khong néi gi.”

“Nghe néi d6 1a mot nguoi tré tusi?”

“Tré hon tdi. Nhung chic khong phai sinh vién.”

N6i d&n ddy, Sayama dwa mét nhin Shindo. C4u ta git dau roi hoi.

“Ong ¢6 nhé mit vi khach d6 khong?”

Nguoi 14i xe 18m bam: “Thé nao nhi. T6i cling khong ty tin 14m.”

“Xem anh thi 6ng c¢6 nhan ra khong?”

“C6 khi nh& ra. Ma ciing khong chéc.”

Shindo cho tay vao tai 4o com 1€ bén trong 4o khoac chdng lanh, rit ra
mot xap anh. 6 1a dnh cha nhiéu ki€u ngwoi khic nhau. Shindo cho
Kawada xem twng tAm mot r'oi bao: “Né&u 6ng nh ra thi néi cho ching t6i
hay.”

Btrc dnh dau tién Kawada ngwng lai 1a anh mét vién canh sat tré vira vao
s&. Tiép dén 1a dnh ctia mot dién vién tap k§ vo danh. Birc cudi cing 6ng ta
¢ phan ng la anh Suenaga. Trai tim Sayama nay 1én.

“C6 khi chinh la ngwoi nay.” Kawada ¢am anh Suenaga, thi tham.
“Nhung... tdi khong ddm chic. ¢

Sayama mudn c6 151 khing dinh 15 rang, nhung viéc d6 xem ching
khong th€. Dau vay day ciling 1a thanh qua ddng ghi nhan.

“Ong c¢6 nhé dic diém gi clia ngwdi khach d6 khong?” Don dep ddng
anh xong, Shindo hdi.

“Pic diém &y 4?” Kawada xoay ¢& mot ldc, roi 1én tiéng: “A ding roi.
To1 quén chi ti€t quan trong nay.”

“La gi vay?”

“Vé&t seo. O'chd nay.”

Kawada cho cénh sit xem tai trdi ctia minh. Dwdi tai 6ng ta c6 vét khau.

“T6i bj tai nan lic con tré. Ngwoi khach d6 ciling ¢6 vét seo twong tu,
nhwng & bén tai phdi, dai d§ 2 centimét. Liic anh ta xudng xe, tdi c6 thodng
thd’y. Lic d6 t6i d€ y anh ta ¢6 vé&t seo ngworc bén v&i minh.”
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“Oi cha.” Hoshiko s& vao tai phai ctia Takuya, kéu 1én ngac nhién.

D6 1a lic Takuya vira ddu chi€c Porsche tred'c can hd cia minh. Y roi
chan khoi ban dap phanh, cdt ti€ng hoi: “C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Anh c6 vét seo & diy a? Gio t6i mdi thay.”

“A.” Takuya néi roi hit téc xudng. “Lic ndo toi ciing dung téc che lai.
Nhung mdi M'4n cit téc 12 lai 16 ra.”

“Sao anh lai bi seo & d6 vay? Huan chvong cho thoi tré trdu a?”

“Ciing ki€u ki€u nhw vay.”

Takuya nh¢ lai lic nhan vét seo d6. Trong can nha tdi tdm chat chdi, y da
bi 130 cha say xin x6 day, dau dap vao cot nha.

Con ngwdi khong binh ding. Ngay tir ldc sinh ra dd phan cAp bac.
Takuya sinh ra & chd t0i té nhat. Va y dang tim cdch leo 1én vi tri cao nhat.

b¢ dat dwore muc dich d6, dii phdi giét ngwoi khdc...

Sau khi hon Hoshiko, Takuya ra khoi chi€c Porsche. Hoshiko di chuyén
sang ghé& l4i xe, vAy tay: “Thoi chao anh.” Y cling vAy tay lai, ding cho
chi€c xe di khuat.

Sau d6 Takuya khong vé nha ma di thealng ra bai diu xe, leo 1én chi€c MR
I1. Y khé&i dong xe, phong theo con dwong ma chi€c Porsche vira rovi di.

%

Khi Yumie tinh ddy, trén givong da khong con ai khac. Co tré minh goi:
“Anh Gorou a?”

Khong c6 ti€ng tra 1.

Van khong mic gi, co roi giwong. Trén céi ban bén canh ¢c6 mot phong bi
mau tring, ghi dong chir: “Xin 16i em - Gorou.”

Yumie m& phong bi ra, thd’y tim ddp don 1én. C6 ba to gidy viét tay chi
chit. M¢1i doc tor d4u tién, c6 da da khéc tham thiét.

%

T&1 nay, & khu thyc nghi€m cua cong ty Cong nghi€p ning MM khong
c6 ai khac lam viéc. Ta't nhié€n Takuya chon dia di€m nay vi bi€t diéu do.

Tang ba la phong thyc nghiém chuyén dung cho r6bot. Trira nay, Takuya
da 1én mang chia khéa phong di. Y vao phong, bat dién 1€n. Pen huynh
quang dwoc bat sang, vang 1én Am thanh nhw vong lai tor dwdi long dat.



Takuya lai gan Brutus, bat cong tic cta k& gidp viéc trung thanh. Y thi
diéu khi€n canh tay cua nd. Tay Brutus di chuy€n mé€m mai nhw mot thanh
roi.

Bén canh vang 1én ti€ng chin nguwdi, van ¢cAm bo diéu khién tir xa cda
Brutus, Takuya dwa mét nhin sang.

Sakai Gorou dang ding do.

“Ha.” Takuya vui vé néi. “Cud6i cuing may ciing chiu dén.”

Gorou khong néi gi. Gi ciing khong nhiic nhich, chi nhin chdm chim
khudn mat Takuya.

“Téi day ng6i di.”

Takuya chi vao cdi gh€ bén canh, nhwng Gorou khong ti€n lai. Thay vao
do, ga 1én ti€ng: “Anh c6 chuyén gi mudn gap t61?”

“Chuyén gi &y a.” Takuya dat bd diéu khi€n tr xa xudng. “Péu tién la
xdc nhan lai sy thye. N&u ¢6 chd no sai thi sira gidp tao.”

Gorou hit cdm ra hiéu cho Takuya néi tiép.

“Thé&  thi bit dau ndo. Trde hét, hily nhic dén toi 4c dau tién cta may.
May da gi€t Takashima Yuuji. Pung khong?”

Gorou cui dau trong chdc lat. Nhwng roi1, nhe da quyet dinh khong con
che gid'u gi nwra, ga nhin thfmg V€ phia trudre.

“Dung vay.”

%

Yumie voi vd miic quan d0. Nudc mét cd van khong nging roi. Dau vay
cd phai di ngay. C6 khong muén moi thir s€ két thiic thé” nay.
Chinh anh da sdt hai Yuuji - C6 nhé lai ndi dung 14 thw ctia Gorou. Biéu
gi d6 trong long Yumie da vo vun ciing nhitng lovi &Y.
“... Anh van luon thich em. Ttr ngdy xwa r'oi. Nhwng gid'c mo’ cda anh da dan tan bién sau khi
vao cong ty, quen v&i Yuuji roi dét ciu &y vé qué choi. Em v&i ciu ta da thanh d6i. C6 18 em
vao cong ty vi mudn & canh ciu ta. Vay ma anh van ngd'c nghéch khong biét gi, lai vui swong
hén hoan. Anh ngd'c d&€n d6 dinh ri em hen ho ntra. Mat mot thoi gian anh méi biét sy that.
Anh nghe chinh miéng Yuuji néi. C4u ta dinh cudi em.”
Yumie vAn con nhé rd. D6 1a quing thoi gian vui vé nha't clia ¢d. ciing
chinh vi the’, cdi ché&t clia Yuuji 12 ndi dau 1on nha't c6 ting trai qua.



“Anh con cam thu Yuuji vi mot 1y do khéc. C6 1€ em da biét, cong viéc cla anh v&i ciu ta 1a
thay phién giam sat r6bd't trong cong xwdng khong nguoi. Ngay qua ngay chi lam viéc vai
robot, cong viée khong c6 chit gi phtt hop v&i con ngwdi. Tt nhién anh va ciu ta déu mudn
chuyén bo phan. Nhung theo anh biét, chi ¢c6 don cia ciu ta dwoc thong qua. Ly do 1a mdi
minh ciu ta sip c6 gia dinh. Ch.‘flng c6 gi khéc ca. Yuuji cé dwoee thién than 1a em, cdu ta lai
dwgc ddm bdo cudc sdng nhw con ngwdi binh thweong. Con anh van khong ¢6 gi thay doi, tiép
tuc cudc sdng véi mdy moc khong biét dén bao gio méi két thic. Yuuji chét di thi t6t. Anh
bit dAu nghi the.”

R&1i khdch san, Yumie goi taxi. Co nhén tai x& chd t&i Cong nghiép ning

MM. Lii xe khéng n6i mét 1o, 14p tirc phong di.

Yumie cAu nguyén 12 minh van dén kip.
“Nhung c6 1€ anh gi€t cau ta khong don thuan vi ghen ghét. N6i that, ban than anh ciing
khong du ty tin d€ khzamg dinh d4u 6¢ minh binh thwong hay khong. Ldc &y anh 1a ai vay? Mot
ké ngay qua ngay chi lam viéc v&i robot. Anh da sdt hai Yuuji nhw ngeoi dang mong du.”

&

“Luc Takashima Yuuji dang di mot vong ki€m tra, may lai gan réi ding
mot robot. Khi Takashima dang stra 161, may bén cho robdt hoat dong lai,
gi€t chét anh ta. Phai vay khong?”

Gorou im lang. Takuya coi d6 1a thwra nhén.

“Pdng cor cia may la ¢6 gai kia a? Trong cling kha dang yéu daYy. Luic d€
y d&n may, tao c6 di theo doi va ngac nhién khi thdy hai ngwoi hen ho.
Ngay lic dd, tao hoan toan tin twedng suy luan ciia minh.”

Gorou van khong néi 1o ndo. Takuya tiép tuc.

“Nhwng lai ¢6 ngwoi khac biét chuyén d6. La Nishina Naoki. May bj ga
d6 bat gip ha?”

“Luc toi ra khéi cong xwdng.” Gorou 1én ti€ng. “Anh ta bat chot dén
khao sat cong viéc buoi dém.”

“Ra vdy. May xui nhi.” N6i r6i Takuya 1ap tirc dinh chinh. “A ma khong,
gdp Naoki 12 may méin cho may nhi. Vi ga dwa ra chi thj khdc cho may, bao
may khai ring ban trra ciing xdy ra 16i twong tir. May budc phai nghe
theo.”

Takuya cam thdy da hi€u suy nghi ciia Naoki. Ga ludn thu han cha dé
minh. Vi vdy Naoki dinh dga vao truc triac robot d€ lam khé Nishina
Toshiki.



“Ti€p theo Naoki dwa cho may cdy gy va cu ca rot. Ca ca rot l1a viéc
thuyén chuyén cong tac, con cdy gdy la phdi phuc tung ménh 1&€nh cua
Naoki. P& dé chi ph6i may hon, Nishina Naoki dwa Nakamori Yumie lai
gan minh. Du vay, dwa trén nhirng 1o ctia Yumie, ¢6 vé Naoki cling thay
hoti ¢6 161 v&i ¢d ta. Ma may nhan dwoc nhiéu ménh 1énh ttr Naoki khong?”

Nhung Gorou lic dau.

“Chi ¢6 mdi mot chuyén.”

“La sat hai Amamiya Yasuko a?” Takuya néi. “Nhung may nén khon
ngoan hon mdt chut. Nghi lai ma xem, viéc may gi€t Takashima Yuuji da
dwore dan x€p thanh tai nan. May 1o yéu cau cua Naoki di cling dwoc.”

“Nhwng né€u anh ta bdo canh sat...”

“Ct phd nhan la duge. Chang ¢6 ching ¢t gi. Tao mudn tiét 16 mot
chuyén cho may. Thyc ra Nishina Naoki cting nhan ra gi khdng c6 bang
ching, nén da tim moi cach diéu tra lai tai nan, mudn tim ra chirng ct.
Nhwng chfmg cb gicad.”

Guong mat Gorou thoang hdi ti€c, nhwng 1ap tic lai vd cam nhw lic
dau. Thay vay, Takuya noi.

“Tao toO mO mudn bi€t chi ti€t vé ménh Iénh ciia Naoki danh cho may.”

“Chi ti€t?” Gorou nhiu may.

“Pung vay. Khi nhin thé cha'm cong clia may, tao phat hién hom d6 may
lam ca khac binh thwong. Dén gitra trira 1a xong. C6 1€ Nishina da tinh dén
diéu d6 nén chon hom &y d€ ra tay. Sau ca lam viéc, may t&i Osaka ding
khong?”

Gorou gat dau.

“Anh ta bao t6i 1a c6 mot chi€c van ghi chir ‘Xwdng moc Yamanaka’ tai
bai dau xe tredc ga Shin-Osaka. Chia khéa dwoe dwge gidu & thanh chén
sau xe. Xac nhin xong thi 5 gio' chi€u d&n quéan ca phé dudi ting ham.
Yasuko s& cho' & d6. Tim c& Itra ¢d ta 1én xe, sdt hai & chd khong nguoi.
Sau d6 chay xe 1én cao t6'c Meishin, xudng & cong Nagoya, bd lai xe & bai
da't trong gan do.”

“Bai dat trong?” Takuya hoi lai. “Khong phai 1a bai dau xe sa0?”

“Um.” Gorou dép.

Takuya khong hi€u sao lai nhw vdy. Dia di€m khéc v&i chd dwoe ban. Y
tha’y la nhung ti€p tuc.



“Ké&t cuc may lai khong 1am vdy. N&u ding ndo cling phai giét ngwdi, tha
giét k& ndm di€m y&u ctia minh 13 Nishina con hon. May nghi vy diing
khong?”

Gorou im lang gat dau.

“May ra tay & chd nao vay?”

“Bai dat anh ta bdo toi d€ xe lai. T6i dung chan mau xanh quan nguwoi,
doi anh ta t&i. Anh ta nghi tdi chinh la cdi xdc cdia nan nhan. Khi anh ta
ng'di vao ghé tai x&, toi dung day nylon thit ¢d anh ta tir ding sau.”

Thi ra 1a vay, Takuya lién k&t dwoc tinh ti€t. C6 1€ Naoki dinh d€ Gorou
ché xdc d&n gan cong cao tdc Nagoya. Con gi 4m tham t&i noi bang tau
cao toc hay gi d6, roi 14i xe chéd cdi xdc dén di€m hen vdi y. Chic hin
Naoki thyc 1ong cling muén Gorou tryc ti€p ldi toi di€m giao hen voi
Takuya, nhung lai s¢r hai ngwoi gidp mit.

Sau d6 Naoki dung tau cao t6c quay lai Osaka, tao chirng ctr ngoai pham
cho minh béng ci dién thoai ldc 10 gio.

Theo k& hoach, khodng thoi gian khdng c6 chirng cr ngoai pham cua
Naoki 12 tir 6 gior t&i 11 gicr. Nhung thuye t& khodng thdi gian ndy rit ngin
xudng 10 gio t&i. N&u Takuya hay Hashimoto bj bt va khai ra k& hoach,
Naoki van c6 th€ khing khing minh v tdi. D€ tao dung tinh th& niy, chéc
hin Naoki da st dung o thuat bai tay.

“Vay la may giét Nishina Naoki, r'oi tim thd’y to’ cam k&t ctia bon tao a?”

“Ngoai ra con ¢6 so d6 dia di€m trao doi voi anh nira. N6i thuce tdi vo
cling ba't ngd. Toi khong nghi rang con ¢ hai ngwdi nira tham gia vao k&
hoach gié€t ngwoi nay.”

“Vi vay may tredee tién lai xe t&i dia di€m trong so d6 a?”

“Ngoai ra to1 khong nghi ra cach nao khac.”

“Vi th&’ ma giy ra 1dm chuyén phién phitc.”

Takuya cham rai ding 1€n. Phéan 1on suy ludn cua y 1a ding. Nghe dén
day thi khong con van dé gi nura.

“Nguwoi giét Hashimoto chinh 1a may. Nhin to’ cam két, may nghi bon tao
cling bi€t bi mat clia may, ding khong?”

“T6i da lam chuyén khong phai véi anh Hashimoto.” Gorou néi. “Nhuwng
anh ta cling tham gia vao k& hoach giét ngwoi. D6 1a dinh ménh.”

“C6 ding la vay khong nhi.”



Takuya vira néi xong thi Gorou vung thanh sét 1én.
e

Vwra xudng taxi, Yumie chay vdi qua cong. Gio nay thwong khong cé
nhéan vién nir t&i cong ty, nhwng bao vé khong goi ¢d lai.
Phong thwc nghiém... Anh ta noi la phong thwc nghiém...
Yumie chi lam van phong nén chwa tirng t&i khu thyc nghiém. C6 vira
Tan dwong vira chay hoi ha.
“Liic @6 chic anh da héa dién roi. K& khién anh dién khiing chinh 14 nhitng gi 1am trong tda
nha nay, hon hé tao ra ddm bip bé mdy méc. Yumie a. Bing nhw em néi. May ga dé la ké
dién. Anh da thad’y gi nghién ctru vién Suenaga dp ma vao con ré6bdt. Chinh vi 14 dién khing
d6 ma cudc doi anh da bj hiy hoai.”
®

K& hoach ctia Takuya la goi Gorou t&i, lwa ldc thich hop d€ sat hai ga
bang Brutus. Sau d6 y s& lam nhan ching, khai 12 minh di nho Gorou dé&n
phong thyc nghiém gidp viéc, nhung Gorou vo tinh khédi dong con robdt
lic y khong de'y.

Nhung tinh th& niy khong thé Iam vay dwoc nira. Gorou nén thanh st
vao bip dui Takuya, khi¢n y khong the dirng virng. Gi ti¢p tuc vung thanh
sit nhim vao dau Takuya. Y né duwoc trong tich tic. Thanh sit va phai thiét
bi do dac gi d6, vang 1én Am thanh sic nhon, linh kién bay tit tung.

“Neéu gi€t tao, may khong thoat duwgrc dau.”

Takuya vira néi vira thd h'ong hoc. Chan phai cua y dau buét. Y chi ding
dwoee tay va chan trai dé€ né tranh.

“Tao hi€u chir.” Gorou néi. “Ma ciing khong cé y dinh trdn. Pon gian 1a
mudn gi€t may thoi.”

Gorou ti&p tuc tdn cong. Nhung Tan nay Takuya gip may. Thanh st
tredre khi cham t&i ngudi y dd va vao con robdt bén canh. Am thanh chat
chiia vang 1én, thanh sit bat v& hwéng nguorc lai. Cé 1& Gorou bj dau vai, ga
chot quy go.

Nhan co hdi d6, Takuya lao ra. Y dung hai tay si€t co Gorou. Ga dung
hét strc day y ra, da chan phai vao bung Takuya. Y bi da ra phia sau. Trong
khodnh khéc d6, Takuya nhin tha’y chiéc co 1é c& 1én. Y nhanh chéng ¢cAm
18y n6, dong thoi Gorou tiép tuc tin cong.



Takuya vO thirc vung co 1. Pau co’ 1€ gidng manh vao gitra tran Gorou,
phéan gitra hai 16ng may bi nit ra. Gorou dung hai tay che mat, nhung tw
nhtrng k& ngon tay, mau chay ra rong rong. Ga nga guc xuéng san.

Takuya ti€p tuc gidng thém mot ci vao dau ga. Gorou gam ru nhur mot
con manh thu.

%

Mat kha nhi€u thoi gian d€ Yumie Tdn mo ctra vao phong thyc nghiém.
Pau dau cling bi khéa khong th€ vao dwgrc. Khi cudi cung ciing tim ra,
Yumie 14p tirc di vao thang mdy. Nhung c¢6 khong biét Gorou & ting maYy.
Co6 ben lao [én cau thang, goi tén Gorou. Anh ta khong c6 trén tang hai.
Hoan toan tdi den. Yumie leo 1én ting ba. C6 4nh dén hét ra tir trong phong.
Co ti€n vao, goi tén Gorou.

Nghe th&y ti€ng On, Yumie di vao sdu bén trong. Can phong nhu mot
lang md khong I'6 v&i bao nhi€u mdy moéc. V&i than hinh thadp bé, c6 kho
long nhin dwgrc vao trong.

Khi vio siu hon nita, Yumie hd hdc miéng. C6 ai d6 dang nim ba't dong
trén san. Phai mat hai, ba gidy cd m&i nhan ra d6 13 Gorou. Anh ta nim
song soai, mau chdy rong rong.

“Anh Gorou.”

Yumie lai gan. Nhung con ai d6 dang ndu trong béng tdi cia ddy may
mdc. Yumie vira kéu 1én thi bj c4nh tay mot gi dan 6ng bét 18y. Mot canh
tay rat manh. Trong ldc s¢’ hdi, Yumie nhin thdy mit nguoi kia.

D6 1a mot ga dan 6ng cé gwong mit méo mé Yumie chwa ting gip. A
khong, hinh nhw minh da thdy ddau do réi. Gan ddy, minh da gdp mot ngwo'i
giong ké nay...

Y dat tay Ién cO Yumie. C6 nghi minh sé bj giét.

Vira si€t 1ay ¢an ¢O thanh manh cia Yumie, Takuya vira nghi: Minh dang
dinh lam gi day?

Ta't cd déu thuan lgi theo ding k& hoach, vay ma y lai lam diéu khong
the quay dau. Y vwra gi€t hai Sakai Gorou, va bay gio’ lai dinh gi€t & dan ba
nay.

C6 gi d6 khong ding. Takuya thi tham tr tin ddy long. Chdc la minh
dang gdp 4c mong. Khi ngay mai d&€n, moi thir s€ tré lai nhw thwong, chi cé



twong lai twoi sang dang cho dgi. Co ai do tikng bdo, mudn di d&€n mdt noi
ngdp tran dnh ndng.

A dan ba nay la gi? Pang mudn lam cdi gi? Sao minh lai bop ¢&d?

Ngay gidy phuit ti€p theo, Takuya bj vat gi d6 danh manh vao cd. Bi soc,
y budng Yumie ra. Puge giai thoat, c6 khom ngwoi ho sic sua.

Takuya quay lai. Y cam nhan c6 cdi gi lanh lanh tdm 18y gdy minh. La
Brutus. Canh tay Brutus dang tim 18y c0'y. Trong trang thdi treo ling laamg,
y thd'y Gorou dang cam diéu khién tw xa.

“May lam gi thé¢" nay, Brutus...”

Trong khi Takuya lam bam, nhirtng ngén tay kim loai den ctia Brutus lang
18 ctr dong. Y cdm nhan minh bj siét ¢& chi trong tich tic.

Anh sdng mau tring vut qua tredc mét Takuya r'oi bién ma't.

Het



Céac tac pham khac cua Higashino Keigo da dwg'c Nha Nam phat hanh.

- Phia sau nghi can X

- Bi mit cia Naoko

- Bach da hanh

- biéu ky diéu & tiém tap héa Namiya
- Hoa mong o

- Ao da

- Ma ntr cua Laplace

- Phwong trinh ha chi

- Su ctru 1di cua Thanh nir
- Ma thuat bj cAm

- An mang mudi mot chir

- Vu 4n mang & It quéan Kairotei



Ghi cha

(1). Mot loai hinh sdn xua't cong nghiép, tao ra nhiéu loai sin pham nhung mdi loai c6 s& lwong vira
phai. (Céc chd thich trong sach déu cua ngwoi dich va Ban bién tip ti€ng Viét.)

(2). Bon vi do dién tich cta Nhat, 1 tsubo xap xi 3,3 mét vudng.

(3). Takuya nhai lai cum tr “American Dream”, tirc “Gid’c mo* My”, chi mong wéc thanh cong va
thing ti€n trén bac thang xa hoi.

(4). Twong dwong khoang gan 50 mét vuong.

(3). Robot ding trong mdi tredng khic nghiét ma con ngwrdi khong lao dong duoe

(). Co cung tr thi: hién twgng xdc chét cing lai sau khi chét. H6 mdu t thi: Hién twong mau tu lai
& phéan dwdi ti thi, lam phan da & d6 bam tim.

(7). Can hd c6 ba phong riéng ngoai khong gian phong khach, phong dn, phong bép.

(8). Twong dworng hon 7 mét vudng.

(9). Mot cach mé rong ly thuyét tdp hop ¢6 di€n, cho phép danh gid cac phén ti trong tdp hop mot
cach xap xi thay vi chinh xdc rd rang nhw cd dién.

(10). Mot dong xe cia Toyota.

(11). Teong dwong gan 20 mét vudng.

(12). Tén mdt loai rworu whisky.

(13). Twong deong hon 13 mét vudng.

(14). Tén mdt loai riro'u manh.

(13). Mot trao lwu nhitng ndm 80 & Nhét, cdc nhin vién cong s& di nghi xa hoi, di bar vao tdi thi
Ném thay vi the Sdu nhw binh thuong.

(16). Nhat Ban dung con da'u thay cho chir ky trong giao dich lién quan d&n luét phap.

(17). Twong dwong 9 tri€u dong.

(18). Twong dwong hon 200 triéu d6ng.

(19), Chup tai liéu gid’y thanh hinh dnh Iwu trie trong cudn phim ra't nhd, khi doc dung thié€t bj phong
dai.

(20). Nghia ti€ng Viét: Dinh cor. Nhiéu tir Han ¢6 cach phat &m gidng nhau nén vj tredng phong 18y
vi du cho d& hinh dung.

(21). Nghia ti€ng Viét: Tré con.

(22). Tén mdt cong ty van tai dwong sét.

(23).. Trén mot s& chuyén tau, ta c6 the’ mua vé c6 sd” ghé ngdi s&n & ga trwede khi thu dén. Nhwr vay

dil thu dong ciing chic chin c6 chd ngbi.



(24). Twong dwong gan 5 mét vudng.

(25). Twong dwong hon 330 mét vudng.

(26). Giai doan tri vi ciia Thién hoang Meiji (Minh Tri), 1868-1912.

(27). Thanh ngtr: Trong hoan canh tuyét vong phai dwa vao ca nhirng di€u nhd nhit.

(28). Twong dwong hon 7 mét vudng.

(29). Nay 1a B6 Kinh t€, Thwong mai va Cong nghiép.

(30). Nha hang hang sang thuéng hay c6 nhiéu mén &n nhd mién phi, dwgc coi 1a bép tredng ting
kem.

(31) Mot loai @6 choii ciia Nhat, giong 1at dat.
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